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Uncertainty over Chinmoy’s legal representation

FROM PAGE 16

It said lawyers from outside
can still represent those
accused in the Saiful murder
case. The Bar also said no
one filed any complaint over
a threat, and action will be
taken if such a complaint is
filed.

Public Prosecutor Mafizul
Haque Bhuiyan told The
Daily Star vyesterday that
they will oppose Chinmoy’s
bail if a lawyer files a petition
for him.

He said the court will
then decide whether to grant
Chinmoy legal aid.

Meanwhile, Chattogram
Bar announced it would
form a human chain on
Wednesday demanding
the arrest of the rest of the
accused in Saiful murder case
and the transfer of the case to
a speedy trial tribunal.

Chinmoy alias Chandan
Kumar Dhar, who is also
the spokesperson for the
Sammilita Sanatani Jagaran
Jote, and 18 others were sued
by a BNP leader on October
31 for allegedly disrespecting
Bangladesh’s national flag
during a Hindu community
rally in Chattogram’s New
Market area on October 25.

Police  arrested  him
a month later, and
the following day, he

was produced Dbefore a
Chattogram  court that
denied him bail and sent
him to jail. At that time,
his supporters burst into

Stop making excuses
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an event in London, UK.

The BNP leader
questioned the frequent
usage of  the term
“revolution” in reference to
Bangladesh’s recent political
turnover.

“Nowadays, there’s
much talk about fulfilling
the aspirations of the July
Revolution and the blood
of the martyrs to build a
Bangladesh free of inequality
and based on the rule of law.
There’s no disagreement on
this.

“Revolution means
complete change - a total
transformation of a society,
an economic system, or a
social system.”

He went on to ask, “Has
such a revolution happened
in Bangladesh?”

“In simple terms, it was a
‘democratic mass uprising’
involving students, political
parties, social groups, and
people from all walks of
life. The goal was (o reclaim
their  constitutional and
democratic rights.”

Addressing young leaders,
Salahuddin said, “To build a
state with good governance,
wisdom and experience
are crucial. I urge the new
generation (o take (ime
to acquire that wisdom,
expertise, and experience.

“The future state, the
future Bangladesh, will wait
for this young generation,
who have fought for
democracy.”

He said the people did

protests and clashed with
law enforcers and lawyers
outside the court. Lawyer
Saiful was beaten up and
hacked to death during the
violence.

According to  court
sources, lawyer  Suvasish
Sharma submitted a

Vakalatnama for Chinmoy
on November 26. A
Vakalatnama is a document
that authorises a lawyer to
act on behalf of his/her client.
Despite repeated attempts
over several days, Suvasish
could not be reached for
confirmation if he would
seek to represent Chinmoy
again on January 2.

Since there was no lawyer
to represent  Chinmoy
during the bail hearing on
December 3, senior lawyer
Rabindra  Ghosh  from
Dhaka filed an application
to advance the date for
Chinmoy’s  bail hearing.
However, the court rejected
the application due to the
absence of a Vakalathama
on December 11.

Regan Acharjee, one of the
lawyers accused in the case
filed by Saiful’s brother, told
The Daily Star that he and
Saiful were very close. Regan
alleged Regan was attacked
by around 10 of his colleagues
when he was with two of his
clients in his chamber during
the clashes. The attackers
vandalised the chamber
before the clients and other
lawyers rescued him.

not participate in a mass
uprising with an agenda
to completely change the
constitution and aspirations
for a social revolution.

The BNP leader said
his party has acted as a
protector of democracy and
the constitution, standing by
the people.

“So, il the people want
to trust the BNP and any
group views this public trust
as opposition, then we will
consider those who see the
BNP as an adversary today to
be against democracy.”

He said BNP’s 31-point
reform agenda, announced
on July 13, 2023, is a
complete  roadmap  for
democratic change.

“We promised the
countrymen that if we
are freed from fascism, a
national government will
be formed based on unity
and  consensus  among
all political parties who
fight against fascism in a
united struggle. If given the
responsibility to govern the
state, we will rebuild it based
on these 31 points.

“The constitution, which
has almost turned into the
Awami League’s charter,
will be amended through
democratic reforms to fulfil
the people’s hopes.”

Salahuddin  said that
the authority to amend the
constitution is given by the
people to the Parliament.

“I  think those who
think that rewriting,
amending, or changing the

“I am physically unstable
now and have mental trauma.
I have also been named in
an FIR [First Information
Report| and received threats
through Facebook posts and
comments. All of these make
me feel unsafe to go to the
court,” said Regan.

“Many of us have the same
fear. If someone becomes a
victim of mob justice, no one
will want to come forward
to save them. Our senior
lawyers are handling our bail
issues in consultation with
the Bar,” he added.

On condition of
anonymity, another
lawyer who participated in
Chinmoy’s bail hearing on
November 26 said, “This is
the first time we are facing
something like this over
Chinmoy’s issue. Lawyers
fear being humiliated if they
handle the case, so no one is
coming forward.”

Another lawyer  who
alleged threats via Facebook
said the situation has
affected their income.

However, many accused
in Saiful’s brother’s case are
still working in court. One
of them, a senior lawyer,
told The Daily Star, “I was
not at the scene during the
clash, and I did not stand for
Chinmoy in court, but I have
been implicated in the case.

“I have been coming o
court and continuing my
work. No one has threatened
or obstructed me.”

constitution can be done by
any other body apart from
Parliament are speaking
unconstitutionally.”

Criticising the
government’s  inefficiency,
Salahuddin highlighted the
delayinremoving bureaucrats
appointed during Sheikh
Hasina’s tenure.

“It took two months and
five days for the interim

government to  remove
a cabinet secretary on
contractual service. If it

takes that long to remove
one bureaucrat, what kind of
reform can this government
achieve?” he questioned.

Referring to the recent fire
incident at the Secretariat,
Salahuddin said, “Who is
setting the Secretariat on fire
today? You say it’s the lackeys
of the fascist regime. But
you couldn’t remove those
lackeys.

“When it takes you two
months and five days to
remove top bureaucrats to
protect your own position,
how will you ensure the
security of the people? I
don’t think it’s possible.”

Salahuddin  emphasised
that BNP’s criticism is meant
to provide constructive
feedback.

“The chiefl adviser said we
should criticise more and
point out mistakes to keep
the government on the right
track. Now, when we criticise
constructively, they see us as
adversaries. We are in favour
of democracy; we are not
your adversaries.”
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Bangladesh Water Development Board

web: www.bwdb.gov.bd

Memo No: 42.01.0000.036.14,001.24-100

Request for Expression of Interest

Jamuna River Sustainable Management Project-1: Riverbank Protection and Riverbank Training (Component-1)
(JRSMP1(C-1)) under Bangladesh Water Development Board, Ministry of Water Resources is to identify
appropriate structural measures for sustainable management of Jamuna River and to formulate a national level
river management masterplan. The World Bank, the Kingdom of Netherlands & AIIB are the Project Aid Partners
and Bangladesh Water Development Board is the executing authority, JRSMP1(C-1) is seeking specialists through
Selection of Individual Consultant (National) for its following consulting position.

Office of the Project Director

Jamuna River Sustainable Management
Project-1: Riverbank Protection and Riverbank
Training (Compuonent-1)

Puni Bhaban, Level-4, Block-H, Room: 417

72 Green Road {Panthapath), Dhaka-1205

Phone: 88-02-2222-30222

e-mail: pd jrsmpwdb@Egmail com

Date: 29 December, 2024

0

Sl Name of the Consulting Position No. of
Paosition
I. | Individual Institutional Capacity Development & Training Co-Ordinator for PIU Support. 1(One)
Package No: JARSMP-WDB-PMO-8D-13

the applications will be accepted.

#1fT-898/2058-303¢
T Ke
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The Last date of application is 20 January, 2025 before 03.00 pm at the office of the undersigned. The details
of this REQI are available at website of BWDB www.bwdb.gov.bd and www.cpm.gov.bd. Only hard copy of

The procuring entity reserves the right to accept or reject any or all the applications/ proposals and to the
procurement process at any stage without showing any reason.

T. M. Rashidul Kabir

Sd/-

Project Director

Chattogram  Bar’'s IT
Secretary  Abhijit Ghosh
is also an accused in the
case. However, he has been
working in the court. He
said the bar association was
looking into the issue of
lawyers being implicated
in the case filed by Saiful’s
brother.

“Many have been named
as accused in the case
while  performing their
professional duties. It is
natural to feel fear when
someone is accused in a
case.

“However, no one has
informed us about feeling
insecure. If anyone notifies
the bar association, we will
take action.”

Bar President Nazim
Uddin Chowdhury refuted
allegations that Chinmoy’s
lawyers were attacked on
November 26.

“It’s the conspiracy of the
Indian media to establish
fascism in the country once
again. ItU's false news, and
there was no such incident.”

He said reports of
Chinmoy’s lawyers feeling
unsafe over threats were
an “exaggeration by the
Indian media to disrupt the
peaceful environment”.

“I have no information
that someone was assaulted
or threatened so far in
Chinmoy’s incident. IUs
true that some lawyers were
made accused in a case, but
I have seen several of them

doing their regular work in
the court.

“If someone doesn’t show
up, that’s their personal issue.
I can’t force them to come.”

Nazim also said the
Chattogram Bar requested
its members not to defend
the accused in Saiful murder
case. “ButInever said lawyers
from outside couldn’t come
here and participate in the
case hearing. We also have
no issues with the other
cases.”

Rabindra Ghosh, the
lawyer from Dhaka who
sought to represent
Chinmoy, said, “A member
of the Bar, Sumit Acharya,
had told me that he would
sign a Vakalatnama in favour
of me, but he later refused to
do so following the pressure
or threat from Bar leaders.”

According (o Nazim,
there is a rule that a lawyer
from outside requires a
Vakalatnama from a local
lawyer to represent a client.

Sumit told this
newspaper, “IU’s true that
lawyer  Saiful's  murder
pains all the advocates of
Chattogram  court. The
incident triggered anger
among everyone in the
court. However, I did not
face any physical threat or
any other bullying.”

“ 1 felt mental pressure,
so I decided not to sign the
Vakalatnama for Rabindra.
No one asked me to do so,”
he added.

Get ready to bring
reforms to education

system
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who was killed during the
uprising in Rajshahi.

During the closing
session, names of the new
president and secretary
general of Chhatra Shibir,
pro-Jamaat student
body, were announced
by Shibir chief election
commissioner Matiur
Rahman Akand.

Zahidul Islam and
Nurul Islam were elected
as the president and
secretary  general  of
Chhatra Shibir central
committee respectively.

At the
inauguration,family
members of some of those
killed in the uprising,
such as Abu Sayed, Faisal
Mahmud Shanto, Wasim,
and Osman, as well as the
injured were also present.

Calling on Chhatra
Shibir activists to take
the responsibility for
improving the education
system,Shafiqur said,
“Educational institutions
should only focus on
education and research.
No machete-wielding
groups, drug addicts, or
armed individuals should
be allowed there. Those
who create “Gono rooms”
[where  freshers  were
crammed]| at university
dormitories should not be
allowed entry.

“Those who engage in
tender manipulation and
extortion have no place
there. This responsibility
is yours to take,” he said.
He wurged everyone to
refrain from any reckless
actions that might cause

confusion or  disrupt
national unity.

The Jamaat leader
accused the Awami

League of transforming
educational institutions
into “armouries filled
with weapons and liquor
bottles and targeting
religious students”.

“It [AL] cannot be
called a political party.
Those who sit with power
and fail to act responsibly
and Kkill people to protect
their regime, can never be
a political party.”

Referring to the
Liberation War, he
claimed that the benefits
of the independence had
not reached the citizens.

He alleged that “a group
hijacked  independence
and handed it over to a
neighbouring  country”
and cited Indian prime
minister’s Victory Day
greetings as evidence of
India’s undue influence.
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Zahidul Islam  Nurul Islam

Addressing the event,
Sarjis Alam, a coordinator
of the Students Against
Discrimination, said
Chhatra Shibir supported
the July uprising both
directly and indirectly
by being present on the
streets and playing the
role of allies in crucial

steps.
Calling for unity,
he said, “If we remain

united, we can collectively
confront not only Killer
Hasina and people like
her.”

“We have found Islami
Chhatra Shibir as allies
in 2024. From our side,
we want to make it clear
that the truth can never
be suppressed. It is only a
matter of time before it is
revealed.”

“Over the last 16 years,
killer Hasina has targeted
anyone she  perceived
as a potential threat...
We have witnessed so
many innocent people,
including religious
scholars, were imprisoned,
harassed, tortured, and
even Kkilled simply because
she saw them as potential
threats.

“We believe that
many key [figures and
organisations, including
Islami Chhatra Shibir,
were made to endure
unbearable circumstances
by killer Hasina in this
free country,” said Sarjis,
adding that the current
conscious generation
is enough (0 reject
fascist Hasina and her
prescriptions.

Among others, Jamaat
Nayeb-e-Ameer Syed
Abdullah Muhammad
Taher, Secretary General
Prof Mia Golam Parwar,
Islamic scholar Mufti
Kazi Ibrahim, Bangladesh
Labour Party Chairman
Mostafizur Rahman Iran,
Jatiya Party (Kazi Zafar)
Chairman Mustafa Jamal

Haider, Gono Odhikar
Parishad (Reza Kibria)
leader Faruk Hasan,
Jativa Ganotantrik Party
Vice- President Rashed
Pradhan, and Jatiya
Nagorik Committee

Member Secretary Akhtar
Hossain, spoke on the
occasion.

Electrical spark triggered
fire at Secretariat
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Bangladesh Army’s bomb
squad and sniffer dogs, and
the Criminal Investigation
Department.

“We all agreed that the
fire broke out due to a loose
electrical connection. This
is our initial assessment,
and no other factors have
been identified so far.”

Responding to a query,
he said the ministries from
today or tomorrow will
start auditing their offices
to know what important

documents have been
damaged.
He, however, said he

himself and other members
of the committee visited
the affected floors twice
and found that critical
documents were largely
unharmed in many rooms.

The committee chief
said the extent of the
damage would be available
in the final report.

A member of the body,
Maksud Helali, a former

professor at the Buet's
mechanical  engineering
department, said, “We
conducted a thorough

investigation from day one
with the help of various
agencies. We plan to do
additional  tests  both
at home and abroad to
enhance accuracy.”
According to him, the
fire ensued between 1:32am
and 1:39am on Thursday,
gradually spreading over
seven minutes. Sparks from

a loose connection heated
the surrounding materials,
eventually reaching
ignition temperature, he
explained.

He added, “The flames
rose vertically, causing
smoke to flow eastwards due
to the building’s design. This
made it appear as though
there were two fire sources,
but it was only one.”

The fire spread
significantly within 12-14
minutes, making it difficult
to extinguish.

He said laws make it
mandatory to check and
do maintenance of electric
lines every vyear, but it
is not being followed in

government offices and
homes.

Prof Helali said it is
the administration that

will take action against

those  responsible  for
maintenance of the
building.

Committee member
Brig  Gen  Mahbubur
Rassle, an explosive
expert of  Bangladesh

Army, confirmed that no
explosives were detected.
“Samples collected by the
fire service and searches
conducted by the dog
squad yielded no residue of
explosives.”

However, Brig Gen
Muhammad Zahed Kamal,
director general of the
fire service, said delays
caused by obstacles such
as collapsible gates and the

building’s interior design
facilitated the spread of the
fire.

The chief adviser has
instructed the committee
to propose both short
and long-term  safety
measures within 10 days to
prevent future incidents.

“We  will  recommend
regular maintenance
in compliance with the
Bangladesh National

Building Code,” said Prof
Helali.

However, he stressed
that implementation lies
with the administration.

The fire affected four
floors of Building No 7,
damaging files, computers,
and furniture at Road
Transport and Highways
Division, (wo divisions
under the Ministry of
Local Government,
Rural Development, and
Cooperatives, the Posts
and Telecommunications
Division, the Ministry of
Youth and Sports, and the
Ministry of Labour and

Employment.
Nineteen fire engines
extinguished the blaze

after 10 hours of intense
effort. A firefighter setting
up hose pipes was run over
and killed by a truck in the
carly hours.

Replying to a query from
reporters, Nasimul Ghani
said, “Some tests are being
conducted at army labs,
while others will be sent to
Singapore and Indonesia.”
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