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Dengue claims 
two more lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least two dengue patients died and 148 others 
were hospitalised in the last 24 hours till yesterday 
morning.

With the new deaths and cases, the total 
number of deaths rose to 572 while the total 
number of cases rose to 10,1016, according to the 
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS).

Currently, 683 dengue patients are undergoing 
treatment, of which 404 are from outside Dhaka.

A total of 99,761 patients were released till 
yesterday across the country.

66 trafficking 
victims rescued 
in Teknaf, 5 held
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

A total of 66 trafficking victims were rescued from 
the hilly area of Teknaf, Cox’s Bazar early yesterday.

The victims, comprising 61 Rohingya refugees 
from various camps in Cox’s Bazar and five 
Bangladeshis, were rescued during a police drive 
in the Kacchapia hilly area of Baharchhara union 
around 3:30am, said Gias Uddin, officer-in-charge 
of Teknaf Police Station.

Among the victims, 18 were men, 11 women, and 
37 children, the OC said.

Five members of the trafficking ring were 
arrested during the raid. The suspects were 
identified as Md Rashed, 25, of Shilbania Para; 
Saleh Ahmed, 35; his brother Nurul Kabir, 27; Syed 
Alam, 24, of Kacchapia; and Kamrul Islam alias Md 
Shipon, 32, of Gachua in Chattogram’s Sandwip 
upazila.

However, several other suspects, including 
Kefayet Ullah, Abdul Amin, Sultan Ahmed, and 
Noor Mohammad, managed to escape during the 
operation, the OC added.

Police recovered four rifle bullets and two sharp 
weapons from the scene, used by the traffickers to 
guard the victims.

The victims were reportedly lured by false 
promises of a better life and, in some cases, marriage. 
They had plans to smuggle them to Malaysia by sea, 
the OC said. Authorities are working to reunite the 
victims with their families and take legal action 
against the traffickers.

Every day at the break of dawn, Pintu Mallik heads out on his bicycle to sell milk in Khulna city. He starts from 
his home in Sarabita village and rides about 15 kilometres to reach the city. Pintu sells around 60-70 litres of 
milk per day for Tk 80 a litre. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

The Khulna town protection dam, 
a vital defense against the erosion 
and tidal surges of the Bhairab 
and Rupsha rivers, is now in a 
critical state. Significant portions 
of the dam have already been lost 
to the river, putting thousands 
of businesses, homes, and lives in 
Khulna city at imminent risk. 

The situation is particularly 
dire in areas such as Daulatpur, 
Rali Gate, and Boro Bazar, where 
erosion has caused sections of the 
embankment to collapse. 

Stone blocks that once reinforced 
the dam have been dislodged and, 
in many cases, stolen, leaving 
exposed stretches vulnerable to 
further damage.

Local traders, fearing for 
their livelihoods, have resorted 

to makeshift measures such as 
stacking bricks and logs near Delta 
Ghat to protect against erosion. 

However, these efforts are 
insufficient to address the scale of 
the problem. 

Mamun Hossain, a cloth trader 
in Boro Bazar, expressed concern 
over the safety of his 45-year-old 
shop and staff, noting that over 
1,300 businesses in the area face 
the threat of being swept away.

The embankment was 
constructed between 1993 and 
2000 under an Asian Development 
Bank-funded project intended to 
safeguard critical infrastructure, 
including hospitals, markets, and 
residential areas. 

Despite its relatively recent 
construction, cracks and subsidence 
began appearing within years. 
Experts attribute this deterioration 
to the use of substandard materials, 
design flaws, poor maintenance, 
and the illegal occupation of char 
lands. 

Responsibility for maintaining 
the dam has shifted from the Water 
Development Board to the Khulna 
City Corporation. 

Babul Hawladar of Khulna 
Nagorik Samaj warned that the 
dam could collapse at any time, 

Khulna town protection 
dam under threat
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Man beaten 
to death on 
suspicion of theft
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Faridpur

A man was beaten to death on suspicion of theft 
in Gerda village under Faridpur Sadar upazila 
around 3:00am yesterday.

The victim was identified as Md Millat 
Chowdhury, 31.

Parvej Mia, a member of Gerda Union Parishad, 
said the victim was caught and beaten up while he 
was trying to commit theft and died on the spot.

CCTV cameras were installed around the house 
where Millat had gone to steal last night, and the 
footage was connected to the mobile phones of the 
people who live there. When the thief was spotted 
on the phone, the family chased and caught him. 
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Three teens 
drown in the 
Brahmaputra
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Jamalpur

Three school boys 
drowned while trying 
to recover a football 
from the Brahmaputra 
river in Jamalpur Sadar 
upazila yesterday.

The deceased were 
identified as Rahi 
Islam, 15, son of Azaz 
Ali; Ruman Miah, 16, 
son of Raja Miah; and 
Afif Hossain, 15, son 
of Amidur Rahman of 
Chankanda village in 
the upazila, said Faisal 
Mohammad, officer-
in-charge of Jamalpur 
Sadar Police Station.

All the boys were 
class nine students of 
Jamalpur Zilla School, 
said the OC.

Quoting locals and 
family members, OC 
Faisal said five boys 
were playing football 
on the bank of the 
Brahmaputra River in 
the Chankanda area 
around 2:30pm. When 
the football fell into the 
river, Rahi was the first 
to jump in to retrieve it 
but tragically drowned.
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‘Don’t touch 
any more 
houses’
BNP leader warns 
forest dept in Tangail

OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Tangail

BNP Vice Chairman 
Advocate Ahmed Azam 
Khan on Saturday accused 
the Forest Department of 
threatening to demolish 
century-old houses in 
Tangail’s Mirzapur and 
Sakhipur upazilas, alleging 
that the department has 
already begun eviction 
activities in some areas.

“The Forest Department 
has been warned -- don’t 
touch another house or 
piece of land from now 
on,” Azam Khan said while 
addressing a protest rally at 
the Dakbangalow premises 
in Sakhipur, organised by 
the upazila BNP.

The rally was organised 
in protest of the Forest 
Department’s eviction 
drive targeting homes built 
on forest land.

Accusing the 
department of corruption, 
the BNP leader said, 
“Foresters take bribes. 
Beware. From now on, 
no more brokers, no 
more bribes. The people 
of Sakhipur will live in 
peace. I will do whatever is 
necessary to ensure that.”

Azam Khan also criticised 
the legal framework under 
which the eviction drive is 
being conducted.

“The Atia Forest 
Ordinance was passed in 
1982 by the dictator Ershad. 
When Awami League 
allied with Ershad in 
parliament, this ordinance 
was turned into the Atia 
Forest Act of 1987. We have 
protested against this law 
time and again. Now, we 
are witnessing the Forest 
Department’s oppressive 
actions again,” he said.
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