
NEWS

7 injured as workers
FROM PAGE 3

The Ulka-4 driver, 
Jagadish, was among the 
most severely injured.

“They broke my hand, 
injured my body, and even 
struck my eye. I demand 
justice for this unprovoked 
assault,” Jagadish said.

Md Omar Faruk, the 
university’s transport 
administrator, said, “Our 
driver is in critical condition, 
and we fear he may lose 
vision in one eye. Several 
students were also hurt. 
Such attacks on university 
buses are unacceptable.”

In response to the 
incident, leaders of the 
Dhaka District Bus-
Minibus Road Transport 
Workers’ Union met with 
JnU’s proctorial body. 

Gias Uddin Bhuiyan, 
office secretary of the 
union said, “We strongly 
condemn the attack on the 
university bus. Initially, the 
driver and helper involved 
in the incident have been 

dismissed from their jobs. 
An amount of Tk 12,900 
will be provided for vehicle 
repair, Tk 1,00,000 for the 
treatment of the injured 
driver, Tk 30,000 for the 
treatment of the injured 
helper and students, and 
Tk 20,000 as a penalty.”

Md Tazammol Hoque, 
proctor of JnU, said 
discussions led to an 
agreement to repair the 
damaged bus, cover medical 
expenses for the injured, and 
ensure those responsible are 
brought to justice.

No arrests have been 
reported as the attackers 
fled the scene.
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Monsur Ahmed new
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TIB’s founding executive 
director Barrister 
Manzoor Hasan and 
women’s empowerment 
and governance expert 
Tahera Yasmin have been 
appointed as new members 
of the trustee board.

Additionally, TIB 
trustee board member 
Faruque Ahmed has been 
named chairman of the 
TIB audit committee, 
while former controller 
general of Defence Finance 
Motahar Hossain has been 
appointed as another 
member of the committee.

Monsur is the founder 
of the renowned floating 
hospital “Jibon Tori”. 
He has been a long-time 
advocate for human rights, 
particularly for individuals 
with disabilities, working to 
improve their livelihoods.

He played a key role in 
establishing the National 
Forum of Organisations 
Working with the Disabled 
and served as its chairperson. 
From 2009 to 2012, he was a 
member of the UN Human 
Rights Commission’s 
Committee on the Rights of 
Disabled People.

His efforts have earned 
him numerous accolades, 
including the Nirafat Anam 
Memorial Inclusion (NAMI) 
Award.

Manzoor Hasan is 

currently the executive 
director of the Centre for 
Peace and Justice at BRAC 
University. He previously 
served as the founding 
executive director of 
TIB, deputy executive 
director at BRAC, and a 
member of Transparency 
International’s international 
advisory council. 

In 2003, Queen 
Elizabeth II awarded him 
the Officer of the Most 
Excellent Order of the 
British Empire (OBE) for 
his contributions to good 
governance.

Tahera Yasmin has held 
senior leadership roles in 
international organisations 
such as Oxfam, CARE, 
and GIZ. She is known for 
her expertise in strategic 
planning and programme 
implementation in both the 
private and development 
sectors.

The trustee board is TIB’s 
highest policy-making body. 
Prof Tasneem Arefa Siddiqui 
serves as the secretary 
general of the board, while 
The Daily Star’s Editor and 
Publisher Mahfuz Anam is 
the treasurer. Other board 
members include journalist 
Abul Momen, Prof Fakrul 
Alam, Advocate Susmita 
Chakma, development 
activist Philip Gain, and 
rights activist Banasree 
Paul.

Workers demand
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receive it, they alleged.
“Complaints lodged have 

also remained unresolved. 
As a result, we have decided 
to continue our protest 
until our demands are 
met,” said Md Ratan, from 
Tongi, who paid Tk 4 lakh 
to a recruiting agency but 
could neither go to Malaysia 
nor get a refund despite 
repeated assurances.

Their demands include 
cancellation of licenses for 
the 100 agencies involved in 
the syndicate and imposing 
travel bans on their owners, 
seizing money siphoned 
abroad by fugitive owners 
and distributing it among 
the affected workers, and 
the immediate arrest of 
agents, sub-agents, and 
brokers acting as shields for 
recruiting agencies.

Other demands include 
providing explanations for 
why complaints filed with 

the ministry and the Bureau 
of Manpower Employment 
and Training have remained 
unresolved for three to 
four months, establishing 
a system where migration 
costs are deposited in 
government banks, 
holding the government 
accountable for its failure 
to ensure compensation, 
and arranging cost-free 
employment in other 
countries for the affected 
workers.

When this correspondent 
and another journalist tried 
to enter the ministry to 
inquire about the issue, four 
Ansar members stationed 
at the gate said journalists 
cannot enter the office 
without prior permission. 
The ministry secretary 
did not respond to this 
correspondent’s call when 
he tried to contact him for 
in this regard.

Patient overflow pushes
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Parul Begum says they’ve 
been waiting for six days 
without admission. 

“We’ve spent nights 
sitting on the floor, and my 
mother is in terrible pain. 
We are forced to keep her in 
the corridor while waiting 
for a bed,” Parul said.

The overcrowding has 
turned hospital corridors 
into makeshift treatment 
zones. Staff are struggling 
to move trolleys and 
equipment, with patients 
lying along the floors from 
the emergency department 
to the operation theatre.

A nurse at the hospital 
said they are forced to 
discharge patients early 
to manage the influx. 
“Patients who need 15 days 
of care are being sent home 
after 7-8 days. It’s not ideal, 
but we have no choice,” she 
said.

Dr Md Abul Kenan, 
director of NITOR, 
acknowledged the crisis. 
“Very recently, patient 
numbers have surged, 
particularly road accident 
victims from all over the 
country. On Friday, we 
had 1,069 patients, and 
by Saturday, it exceeded 
1,100,” he said. “While 
treating patients on the 
floor is not standard 
practice, we are trying our 
best to ensure no one is 
sent back untreated.”

A senior official, 
speaking anonymously, 
said, “For every 10 
discharges, 20 new 
patients arrive. Some 
patients stay for months, 
and it’s impossible to 
maintain empty beds for 
emergencies. We are forced 
to discharge those who 
can manage follow-ups at 
home.”

Khulna town
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flooding the city and 
causing widespread 
devastation. He urged the 
government to implement 
long-term solutions instead 
of temporary fixes. 

Abirul Jabbar, chief 
planning officer of the 
KCC and project director 
for the city protection 
dam, highlighted the 
deteriorating state of the 
8-kilometre-long dam, 
with many sections in 
critical condition. 

He identified the 
2-kilometre stretch from 
Boro Bazar to Forest Ghat as 
the worst affected, noting 
that repair attempts in 2011 

were thwarted by resistance 
from traders who feared 
losing their livelihoods. 

Jabbar said a calamity in 
this area could lead to the 
submergence of the entire 
city.

He said efforts have now 
shifted to a 700-metre 
stretch from BL College 
to Flower Mill in Khulna’s 
Daulatpur area. With 
an estimated cost of Tk 
23 crore, the project has 
completed its initial survey, 
and the design phase is 
expected to begin shortly. 
However, progress on the 
broader 8-kilometre dam 
remains uncertain, he 
added.

Three teens drown
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Ruman then jumped in to 
rescue Rahi but was unable 
to return to shore. Finally, 
Afif attempted to save both 
of them by jumping into 
the river but also drowned.

On information, a team 

of Jamalpur Fire Service 
rushed to the spot and 
recovered the three bodies 
around 5:20pm.

All the bodies were 
handed over to their 
respective family members 
for burial, added the OC.

Man beaten to death
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Later, around 50-60 locals 
gathered and beat him, he 
added.

Md Asadujjaman, 
officer-in-charge (OC) 
of Faridpur Sadar Police 
Station, confirmed the 
man was beaten to death 
on suspicion of theft. 

Police arrived at the 
scene and recovered the 
body. The body was sent to 
Faridpur Medical College 

Hospital for autopsy, said 
the OC.

Millat Chowdhury has 
three cases against him, 
including one under the 
Narcotics Act and two 
under theft, he added. 

As of 4:00pm, no 
complaint has been filed 
and no detentions have 
been made in connection 
to Millat’s death, the police 
official confirmed.

Don’t touch any more
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Addressing locals, he 
assured them of his support 
in resisting the eviction 
drive. “If the foresters come 
to demolish your house, 
inform me immediately. 
Not a single house in 
Sakhipur will be evicted 
before the parliamentary 
elections,” he said.

“If I am elected, I will 
repeal this black law 
known as the Atia Forest 
(Conservation) Ordinance, 
1982,” he said.

Asked about the 
matter, Tangail Divisional 
Forest Officer (DFO) Abu 

Naser Mohsin Hossain 
said the decision to evict 
the illegally encroached 
forestlands of Sakhipur 
upazila, especially those 
encroached in the last four 
months after the change 
of government, has been 
taken with the approval of 
the Deputy Commissioner 
(DC).

Some such 
encroachments of 
neighbouring Mirzapur 
upazila have already been 
evicted, he added, saying 
the regular operation of 
encroachment eviction will 
also continue.

ACC to probe graft
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Among the most alarming 
charges is the escalation of 
the project’s estimated cost 
from Tk 7,000 crore to Tk 
22,000 crore.

Reports also suggest 
that Tk 900 crore was 
embezzled through design 
alterations during the soil 
testing phase.

Further accusations 
include selling three key 
segments of the project to 
other contractors through 
commission trading, using 

low-quality parts and 
equipment from China 
and Korea instead of the 
European-grade materials 
specified in the tender and 
widespread irregularities in 
the sealing work.

The ACC also disclosed 
that Tk 400 crore was 
allegedly embezzled 
through syndication, 
while Tk 12 crore was 
wasted on unnecessary 
expenses aimed at 
appeasing the former 
prime minister.

Bangladesh calls
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Both sides also discussed 
key areas to enhance their 
longstanding bilateral 
relationship, including 
trade, labour, and 
economic cooperation.

Siddiqi highlighted 
the importance of the 
B a n g l a d e s h - M a l a y s i a 
relationship, referencing 
the recent official visit of 
Malaysian Prime Minister 
Dato’ Seri Dr Anwar 
Ibrahim to Bangladesh on 
October 4, 2024. 

This visit, the first by a 
head of government since 
the interim government 
took office, has given a fresh 
boost to their cooperation.

The special envoy briefed 
Othman on the July uprising 
and ongoing reforms in 
Bangladesh, focusing on the 
country’s commitment to 

democracy and justice. 
He stressed the 

importance of expanding 
trade and economic 
relations between the two 
nations, with potential 
areas of collaboration 
including manpower 
movement, data science, 
artificial intelligence, 
health, agriculture, energy, 
and the halal economy.

Both leaders also 
discussed cooperation in 
various sectors, such as 
SMEs, pharmaceuticals, 
healthcare, education, 
and disaster management. 
Siddiqi congratulated 
Malaysia on its upcoming 
ASEAN Chairmanship and 
reiterated Bangladesh’s 
support for Malaysia’s 
bid to become a Sectoral 
Dialogue Partner of 
ASEAN.

Road blockades
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banner of “Shojoddha,” 
they demanded 
reinstatement of their jobs, 
inclusion in the pension 
scheme with full benefits, 
and reforms to the legal 
framework that facilitated 
their dismissals.

The blockade caused 
significant traffic 
congestion, bringing 
vehicles to a complete halt 
in parts of the area. The 
protesters withdrew at 
1:15pm following assurances 

from a high-level armed 
forces delegation.

Naimul Islam, chief 
coordinator of Shojoddha, 
said the delegation 
promised to form a 
committee within five 
working days to discuss 
their demands.

While the Jahangir Gate 
blockade ended relatively 
quickly, the lingering 
Shahbagh protest left many 
Dhaka residents grappling 
with hours of delays and 
disrupted routines.


