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Dollar hits 5-month high against yen
REUTERS, New York

The US dollar hit a five-month 
high against the Japanese yen 
on Thursday on expectations the 
greenback would be boosted next 
year by policies by the incoming 
Donald Trump administration that 
are expected to boost growth and 
lift inflation.

Trading volumes were light on 
Thursday with many traders on 
holiday after Wednesday’s Christmas 
holiday and before next week’s New 
Year holiday.

Looser business regulations 
and tax cuts are expected to 
help propel US growth next year 
while analysts say that a clamp-
down on illegal immigration and 

the prospect of new tariffs on 
trading partners could increase 
price pressures, and weigh on the 
economy longer term.

That has boosted the dollar 
against its peers, though there 
remains a lot of uncertainty 
over exactly what policies will be 
introduced and what their impact 
will be.
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MGI brands 
win 9 awards at 
16th Best Brand 

Awards
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Fresh, the flagship brand of Meghna Group of 
Industries (MGI), has won an impressive nine 
awards across various categories at the 16th Best 
Brand Awards at the InterContinental Dhaka in 
the capital’s Shahbag recently.

Of the awards, Fresh claimed three awards 
for emerging as a standout performer in three 
key categories. The categories are Fresh Atta-
Maida-Suji, Fresh Refined Sugar and Super Fresh 
Drinking Water, said a press release.

In addition, Super Fresh Soybean Oil, Fresh Full 
Cream Milk Powder, Fresh Premium Salt and Fresh 
Tissue were recognised as the second most loved 
brands in their particular categories. And, Fresh 
Spices achieved third place in the spice category.

MGI expressed heartfelt gratitude to its 
distributors, consumers, channel partners and 
well-wishers for their continued trust and support, 
the press release added.

This year’s awards recognised excellence across 
44 distinct categories, alongside honouring the 
“Overall Top 15 Most Loved Brands of Bangladesh”.

A total of 60 awards were presented during the 
event, which was organised by Bangladesh Brand 
Forum, in partnership with nSearch Limited, and 
supported by The Daily Star.

To ensure fair and comprehensive results, 
nSearch conducted an extensive survey involving 
11,200 respondents from urban and rural areas 
across all eight divisions of the country. The 
survey maintained an equal gender ratio, offering 
valuable insights into consumer preference.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(DEC 29, 

2024)

Tk 70-Tk 80

Tk 50-Tk 55

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 163-Tk 165

Tk 50-Tk 70

Tk 50-Tk 75

Tk 46-Tk 50

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

1.35

0

0

0

-1.50

-22.58

-48.98

1.05

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

11.11

7.14

-10.53

0

4.13

-4.00

-34.21

9.09

SOURCE: TCB

M Anis Ud Dowla, chairman of Advanced Chemical Industries Limited, presides over the company’s 51st annual general 
meeting, which was held virtually yesterday. The meeting announced 35 percent dividends, including a 20 percent cash 
dividend, for 2024. 

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Advanced Chemical Industries (ACI) Limited has 
announced 35 percent dividends, including a 20 
percent cash dividend, for the year that ended on 
June 30, 2024.

The announcement came at the company’s 
51st annual general meeting (AGM), which was 
held virtually yesterday, ACI said in a press release.

M Anis Ud Dowla, chairman of the company, 
presided over the meeting. 

Arif Dowla, managing director of the 
company, highlighted a few of the salient features 
of the business and addressed issues raised by 
shareholders.

He expressed gratitude and acknowledged the 
cooperation of all stakeholders.

He particularly acknowledged the contribution 
and efforts of employees of the company and 
thanked them all. 

The audited financial statements together 
with reports of the directors and auditors of the 
company were approved by the shareowners in 
the meeting.PHOTO: ACI

ACI declares 35% dividends

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Bank Asia PLC has celebrated the 16th anniversary of its 
“Islamic Banking Services”.

The bank organised a discussion meeting and other 
programmes marking the occasion at Bank Asia Tower 
in the capital’s Karwan Bazar recently, the bank said in a 
press release.

Mawlana Shah Mohammad Wali Ullah, member 
secretary of the Shariah Supervisory Committee of the 
bank, was the keynote speaker of the session, where 
he highlighted the importance of Islamic banking 
and the unique features of Bank Asia Islamic Banking 
Services.

Sohail RK Hussain, managing director of the bank, 
Shafiuzzaman and ANM Mahfuz, additional managing 
directors, and SM Iqbal Hossain, deputy managing 
director, attended the programme.

Bank Asia has been operating its “Islamic Banking 
Services” since December 24, 2008.

With utmost importance given to Shariah law, Bank 
Asia Islamic Banking has been providing necessary 
banking services, including deposit collection and 
investment, for all categories of customers.

Other deputy managing directors and department/
divisional heads along with executives and officials of the 
bank were also present.

Sohail RK Hussain, managing director of Bank Asia, attends a discussion organised by the bank to celebrate 16 
years of its Islamic banking services at Bank Asia Tower in the capital’s Karwan Bazar recently. 

PHOTO: BANK ASIA

Bank Asia celebrates 16 years of 
its Islamic banking services


