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Pedestrian Dr Sultan Ahmed

killed after
being hit by
motorbike

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Gazipur

A pedestrian was Kkilled
when a motorcycle hit
him in Sreepur upazila of
Gazipur on Friday night.

The  deceased — was
identified as Abul Mia, 45,
of Kanshijuli village.

The incident  took
place around 10:00pm
yesterday in Notun Bazar
arca of Kanshijuli village,
Sreepur Police Station Sub-
inspector Matiur Rahman
said today.

Motorcycle rider
Shahadat Hossain, 30, of
Mymensingh, received
injuries during the
incident, he said.

Citing locals, the official
also said that Shahadat
along with his two friends
was heading to Gafargaon

upazila when he lost
control over the steering
and the bike hit the
pedestrian.

The victim died on the
spot, the official said.

Sreepur Police Station SI
Sujan Kumar Pandit said,
“No arrests have been made
in this connection.”

One more dies

of dengue
UNB, Dhaka
One more death was

reported from dengue in 24
hours till yesterday morning,
raising the number of
fatalities from the mosquito-
borne disease in Bangladesh
to 570 this year.

The death was
reported in the Barishal
division, outside the city
corporations, according to
the Directorate General of
Health Services (DGHS).

During the period,
104 more patients were
hospitalised with the viral
fever.

Of them, 19 dengue
patients were admitted
to hospitals under Dhaka
North City Corporation
while 23 were hospitalised
in Dhaka South City
Corporation.

Currently, 720 patients
are receiving (reatment in
hospitals across the country.

Since January 1, 2024,
a total of 100,868 dengue
cases have been reported.
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The Dhaka-Sylhet highway in Rupganj upazila of Narayanganj has turned into dust bowl due to construction work and road digging. Road
dust has become a major source of air pollution in dry season in the capital and neighbouring districts. The photo was taken recently.

CITY DESK

Choudhury fund
award

Foundation.

Emeritus Professor Dr Sultan Ahmed Choudhury
Scientific Talents Nurture Fund Award Ceremony,
an initiative of Bangladesh Academy of Sciences,
was held yesterday at the auditorium of the
National Science and Technology Complex, Dhaka.

National Professor Dr AK Azad Khan was the
chief guest, and Zakia Rouf Chowdhury, Chairman
of Dr Sultan Ahmed Choudhury Foundation was
the special guest of the programme.

Emeritus Prof Dr AK Azad Chowdhury,
president, Bangladesh Academy of Sciences,
presided over the event, said a press release.

Emeritus Prof Dr M Shamsher Ali, convener,
Scholarship Award Committee, and Prof Dr
Haseena Khan, secretary of Bangladesh Academy
of Sciences, were also present.

Salma Samad, Arman and Saif were also
present on behalf of Dr Sultan Ahmed Choudhury

Dr Sultan Ahmed was a renowned child
specialist of the country and one of the founding
members of Bangladesh Academy of Sciences.

Mothers, the unsung heroes of Liberation War

FROM PAGE 3
Following the military
crackdown on March 26,
1971, arms were smuggled
into their house for
safekeeping.

Rizwan shared the fear
of military raids and how
his mother comforted them
through constant danger.

The tension reached its
peak on August 30, 1971,
when the military raided
their  home, arresting
freedom  fighters and
searching for arms. During
the raid, his mother was
interrogated. She pleaded
with the soldiers to spare
him, using her fluent Urdu.

Miraculously, the major
released  him, Rizwan
recounted.

Cultural activist
Lubna Marium referred
to her father, Quazi
Nooruzzaman, Sector

Commander of Sector 7,
who documented mothers’
contributions in his book.
He wrote about how
teenage boys joined the war
with dry food, including
puffed rice packed by their

Expansion work

FROM PAGE 5
several cases, the contractors
abandoned the sites entirely.

For example, at
Chaumuhani Government
Primary School and
Shimulghar  Government
Primary School, contractors
left the worksite multiple
times  without notice.
Currently, at least 50
percent of the expansion
work remains unfinished.

At the beginning of
December, the contractor’s
workers returned with a
truckload of sand, claiming
they would resume work
and complete the project
Soon. However, they
disappeared a few days later,
without further updates.

The following schools
are still waiting for the
completion of their upward
expansion work -- Shahpur,
Uttar Khadki, Shimulghar,
Auliabad, Rasulpur,
Puraikhola, Khatura,
Bulla, Surma, Uttar Bejura,
Noapara Tea  Garden,
Madhabpur Model, and
Chaumuhani government
primary schools.

Miftaul Islam, a 5th
grade student, said the
construction of the new
building is still unfinished,
forcing them to attend
classes in the old building,
where  classrooms  are
overcrowded. Their
discomfort has worsened
due 0 the cramped
conditions, especially during
intense heat in the summer.
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A headmaster of one
of the schools, requesting
anonymity, said, “I have
repeatedly requested the
contractor to expedite the
construction of the new
building. We are facing
significant difficulties
holding classes in the
dilapidated old building
and the makeshift tin-shed
rooms. Moreover, there
is a risk of accidents, and
the students are unable to
engage in sports activities
because construction
materials are left scattered
on the field.”

Akhter Hossain, the
headmaster of Madhabpur
Model Government Primary
School, said he visited the
upazila engineer multiple
times. However, the engineer
has been postponing the
issue, claiming he will call
the contractor when needed,
but no progress has been
made, he said.

Contacted, Abul Kalam,
the contractor, said the
work had been delayed due
to rising material costs.
He, however, assured that
the work had resumed
and expressed hope that it
would be completed soon.

Upazila Engineer
Aminul Islam Mridha, who
recently joined the project,
said, “The project’s timeline
of nine months has long
passed.  The  security
deposit period has ended,
and the contractor has
already raised a bill for the
work completed so far.

“I have just started
my investigation into
the project, and it is
disheartening to see this
situation.  Unfortunately,
all T can do at this point
is urge the contractor to
resume work,” he said.

mothers.

When asked who sent
them, they would always
say, “Our mothers,” she
said.

Lubna also shared how
her mother, Professor
Sultana Zaman, sent
her 15-year-old brother
Nadeem to join the war.

Despite the challenges,
as Nadeem lived in a bunker
with insuflicient food, her
mother never complained
about the hardships.

Prothom Alo Associate
Editor Shumona Sharmin
highlighted her mother
Maleka Khan’s vital role
in rehabilitating women,
under the leadership of
Sufia Kamal, tortured by
Pakistani soldiers .

“My mother worked as
a director and handled
the survivors’  stories
with great sensitivity to
prevent retraumatising
them. She documented
their accounts and worked
to make them financially
independent,” Shumona
shared.

She  added,

Stern action

FROM PAGE 5

how to counter resistance
from forest land occupiers,
and we plan to recover all
occupied lands within the
next three months,” she
added.

The adviser urged the
district commissioners to
expedite the demarcation
of forest boundaries.

Shealsostressed theneed
to prevent deforestation
and industrial pollution,
instructing the Department
of Environment to conduct
thorough reviews before
issuing permits and to
consider public opinion
during the permit renewal
process.

The participants also

“These

discussed pressing local
issues, including illegal
forest occupation and

environmental pollution.

Islamist
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failing to effectively navigate
this period could lead the
nation back into turmoil.
“The current
government, backed by
strong public support, has
initiated various reform
measures, but challenges
continue to arise,” he said,
adding that some problems
seem to stem from
deliberate conspiracies.

He stressed the
importance  of  unity
among all stakeholders,

stating, “To eradicate the
toxic remnants of fascism,
the government needs
both time and support.”
Rezaul also  expressed
concern over the recent
fire at the Secretariat,
calling for an immediate
investigation to identify
and hold accountable those
responsible for the incident.

women would come to
our house with their
sewing and stitching skills.
However, my mother always
warned us not to ask them
about their past, fearing
it might reopen their
wounds.”

Naripokkho founding
member  Shireen Huq
recalled how their home
became a sanctuary for
freedom fighters.

“My mother always said
that if someone sought
shelter, we must provide
it.  remember our drawing
room being packed with
people, and everyone
managed to coexist despite
the challenges. Many non-
Bangalee families also
sought refuge at our house.
At one point, I had to move
to my aunt’s home because
so many people had come
seeking shelter,” Shireen
recounted.

Cultural activist Minu
Haque shared how her
mother bid her farewell
during the war with the
words, “We will meet again
in Maidan-E-Hashar,”

praising the bravery of
mothers who sent their
daughters to join the fight
for liberation.

Sufia Kamal’s daughters,
Sultana Kamal and Syeda
Kamal, shared the inspiring
story of their mother’s
unwavering contributions
to the movement.

“My  mother never
feared  anything.  She
always inspired us, saying
that we were fighting
for our country. With
that spirit, she sent us
into an unknown future
and taught us to protect
ourselves if captured,” said
Syeda Kamal.

Sultana Kamal
elaborated on how her
mother’s involvement in
the liberation movement
began in 1969 when
she started organising
neighbourhood women to
join the cause.

“When it was decided
that my sister and I would
cross the border, my
mother played a crucial
role in encouraging us,
even though we had

Complaints against

FROM PAGE 3
expatriate workers began
voicing their demands,

chanting slogans like “We
want justice!”

Despite repeated
announcements, the crowd
remained agitated until
Prof Nazrul announced a
meeting at the ministry at
3:00pm today to address
their grievances.

He invited seven
representatives to attend
the discussion.

Once the situation was
under control, the cheque
distribution ceremony
resumed, with the adviser
ceremonially handing
over cheques to a few
individuals.

Earlier, Khaled Saifullah
from Chattogram
presented several demands
on behalf of the expatriates.
He urged the government
to disclose rehabilitation
plans for the repatriated
workers, adding that many
wished to return abroad
and needed support (o
overcome the UAE’s entry
ban.

Khaled also called for

action against embassy
officials  who allegedly
conspired to create
lists that led to their
imprisonment.

Prof Nazrul

acknowledged the workers
as “assets and VIPs” of the
country, assuring that
they would be prioritised
for overseas employment
opportunities through
Bangladesh Overseas
Employment and Services
Limited.

However, he said lifting
entry bans imposed by
foreign governments was a
complex issue.

“We will request the
chief adviser to address
the matter with the UAE
authorities. It was through
his efforts that these
expatriates were freed;
otherwise, many would still
be injail,” he said.

The UAE arrests
stemmed from protests
held on July 19 in
solidarity with the anti
discrimination  students’
movement in Bangladesh.

As UAE law prohibits
protests  without  prior
approval, 186 individuals
were detained in multiple
cases. While they have
since been pardoned and
repatriated, expatriates
claimed that arrests were
still ongoing.

However, the
Bangladeshi embassy in
the UAE said they have no
reports of anyone currently
detained.

Only local train
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A BR official (Eastern Zone)
said the local train service
on Chattogram-Sylhet
route will not be resumed
unless they get the
locomotive and coaches for
it.

Contacted, Kazi Md
Selim, chief mechanical
engineer of BR (Fastern

Zone), said they have no
locomotive and coaches
available to resume this
service at present.

“However, we have plans
to repair eight locomotives
(0 resume some (rain
services. We will send
those locomotives to the
workshop soon for repairs,”
he added.

never travelled outside
Bangladesh before,”
Sultana Kamal shared.

Even after the war, Sufia
Kamal continued her
efforts, working tirelessly
to rehabilitate tortured
women and ensure they
could rebuild their lives in
safety and dignity.

Rumana Shafi, daughter
of Begum Mushtari Shafi,
shared her mother’s
involvement in the war and
the devastating loss of her
husband, Dr Mohammad
Shafi, and younger brother,
Ehsanul Haque Ansari, who
were killed by the Pakistani
military.

Despite her immense
grief, Begum Mushtari
continued her work at
Swadhin Bangla Betar
Kendra until Bangladesh
achieved victory on
December 16, 1971.

She documented her
memories and experiences
by writing books about the
Liberation War, preserving
the stories of sacrifice
and resilience for future
generations, Rumana said.

6 fishermen

FROM PAGE 5

The returnees are Rahmat
Ullah, 45, of Patuakhali
district; Golam Rafi, 34, of
Patuakhali district; Jamal
Hossain, 56 ; Masum Billah,
39 ; Hussain Ali, 38; Yasin
Mia, 31.

Imtiaz Md Ahsanul
Quader Bhuiyan, officer-
in-charge of Benapole
Immigration Police, stated
that the fishermen were
detained by the Indian
Coast Guard while fishing
near Patuakhali in the Bay
of Bengal.

Rizvi alleges

FROM PAGE 5

truth behind the fire and
holding those responsible
accountable. He called on
the interim government to
ensure transparency and
take necessary steps (o
investigate the incident.

Rizvi also visited the
home of Shoanur Zaman
Nayan, the firefighter who
died while combating the
Secretariat blaze.

Rizvi extended
condolences to Nayan’s
grieving family and urged
the government to support
them.

Anti-fascist
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what he described as
ongoing injustice towards
Islamic scholars in the
country.

“Over the past decade
and a half, the nation’s
Islamic scholars have been
subjected to unprecedented

levels of injustice and
vendetta,” he said.

The conference was
attended by leaders
and activists from
various Islamic political
organisations.

Revive Khulna

FROM PAGE 5

impact of the Padma
Bridge, Khulna has seen
little progress over the past
years. No new industries
or garment factories have
been established in the
district, while employment
opportunities remain
alarmingly scarce.

The speakers also called
for  acceclerating  land
acquisition process for the
Khulna Medical University,
approving the Khulna
Agricultural University
project through the
Executive Committee of the
National FEconomic Council,
establishing a deep-sea port
at Akram Point to boost
Mongla Port’s operations
while safeguarding the
Sundarbans, and reopening
of all state-owned industrial
factories, jute mills,
newsprint and hardboard
mills in Khulna.

They further demanded

improvement in railway
services, including
increasing the number

of trains on the Khulna-
Dhaka-Khulna route from
one to three pairs daily,
and prompt completion of
the existing development
works of KCC, cleaning of 22
canals, eviction of all illegal

encroachments, mitigating

waterlogging, expediting
the construction of
Gallamari  Bridge, and

reclaiming unused railway
land for planned urban
development.

Their other demands
include establishing a
Marine  Academy and
Cadet College in Khulna,
constructing an airport,
ensuring gas supply via
pipelines, and developing

an economic zone (O
attract investment and
create jobs.

I have no one

FROM PAGE 3

“My wife, two daughters,
and grandson are gone. They
left home at 10:30am for
Gopalganj to attend a Milad.
Just last week, my sister-in-
law lost her husband.”

“I have no one left to live
for...,” he said.

Struggling to contain his
grief, he voiced his anger:
“The country has developed
roads, but drivers have
not improved. Hundreds
die on the roads every day,
and no government has
ensured safety. We need to
raise awareness about road
safety.”

Corruption behind

FROM PAGE 3
Additionally, migration to
Italy and Serbia was halted
due to the use of fake
documents.

The report further
pointed out that while
migration slowed during
the mass uprisings and
economic instability, it has
regained momentum in
recent months.

In response (o the
challenges, Prof Tasneem
recommended that the
interim government
prioritise good governance
in the migration sector.

She called for the
establishment of a

dedicated migration
commission, an increase
in  budget allocations,

and the formulation of
effective policies to address
international ~ migration
challenges.

She also stressed the
need for policy reforms,
improved skills development
for workers, and the
creation of safe employment
opportunities for women.

Transparency in the
recruitment process
and the strengthening

of training centres were
also emphasised as key to
improving the migration
system.

Senior cops complicit

FROM PAGE 3

He also pointed out
that political leaders are
equally responsible for not
addressing the issue.

Zillur referenced ex-DB
chief Harun Or Rashid, who
received awards despite
allegations of killing, due
to recommendations from
senior officers.

M Khurshed Alam,
chairman of BISR Trust,
who chaired the seminar,
revealed that only 25
percent of victims of petty
crimes such as mugging or
theft in Dhaka report them
to the police.

“In a survey of 400
people, we found that
victims of mugging were
often forced to file theft
complaints instead,” he said.

Mamun Or Rashid,
deputy commissioner
(crime) of the Dhaka

Metropolitan Police, said
although the police became
ineffective after August 5,
the situation has improved.

He said they had
successfully identified
crime hotspots and times,
and increased patrolling to
bring the situation under
control.

Nazmul Haque, former
additional inspector
general of police, claimed
that police officers are
encouraged to use force for
the chance to win awards
like the Bangladesh Police
Medal. He also said corrupt
officers are often given the
best postings, while honest
officers are sidelined.

“We have a good system,
but it must be followed,” he
added.

PRAYER
TIMING

DECEMBER 29

Fazr Zohr
AZAN 5-30 12-45 4-00 527 7-00
JAMAAT 6-05 1-15 415 530 7-30

SOURCE: ISLAMIC FOUNDATION

Asr  Maghrib Esha




