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[srael strikes
‘infrastructure’
on Syria-
[.ebanon border

AFP, Jerusalem

The  Israeli  military reported it
conducted air strikes yesterday targeting
“infrastructure” on the Syrian-Lebanese
border near the village of Janta, which it
said was used to smuggle weapons to the
armed group Hezbollah.

“Farlier today, the IAF (Israeli air
force) struck infrastructure that was
used to smuggle weapons via Syria to
the Hezbollah terrorist organisation in
Lebanon at the Janta crossing on the
Syrian-Lebanese border,” the military said
in a statement.

It did not specily whether the strikes
were on the Syrian or Lebanese side, but
they came a day after Lebanon’s army
accused Israel of “violation of the ceasefire
agreement by attacking Lebanese
sovereignty and destroying southern
towns and villages”.

There is no official crossing point near
Janta but the area is known for illegal

Strikes were aimed at
preventing weapons
falling into hands of

Hezbollah: IDF

crossings. The UN peacekeeping force
in southern Lebanon, UNIFIL, has also
expressed concern over “continuing
destruction” caused by Israeli forces in
south Lebanon.

The Israeli Defence Forces (IDF)
said yesterday’s strikes were aimed at
preventing weapons falling into the
hands of Hezbollah, with whom it fought
a land and air war for more than a year
until a ceasefire was agreed upon last
month.

“These strikes are an additional part of
the IDF’s (Israeli military’s) effort to target
weapons smuggling operations from Syria
into Lebanon, and prevent Hezbollah
from re-establishing weapons smuggling
routes,” the military said.

“The IDF will continue to act to
remove any threat to the state of Israel in
accordance with the understandings in
the ceasefire agreement.”

People hold portraits of missing relatives during a protest outside the Hijaz train station in the capital Damascus yesterday,
calling for accountability for the perpetrators of crimes in Syria.

PHOTO: AFP

Israeli forces raid north
Gaza hospital

Patients told to evacuate; 25 more Palestinians Killed in Israeli strikes

REUTERS, jerusalem
Israeli forces raided the Kamal Adwan
Hospital, one of only three medical
facilities on the northern edge of the
Gaza Strip, yesterday, ordering dozens
of patients and hundreds of others to
evacuate the compound, officials said.

In separate incidents across Gaza, Israeli
strikes killed at least 25 people, medics
said. One of those strikes on a house in
Gaza City killed 15 people, medics and the
civil emergency service said.

The Palestinian health ministry said
contact with stafl inside the facility, which
has been under heavy pressure from Israeli

forces for weeks, had been lost.

“The occupation forces are inside the
hospital now and they are burning it,”
Munir Al-Bursh, director of the health
ministry in Hamas-run Gaza, said in a
statement.

The Israeli military said it had made
efforts to mitigate harm to civilians and
had “facilitated the secure evacuation of
civilians, patients and medical personnel
prior to the operation” but gave no details.

“Kamal Adwan Hospital serves as a
Hamas terrorist stronghold in northern
Gaza, from which terrorists have been
operating throughout the war,” it said in

a statement.

Kamal Adwan, as well as the
Indonesia and Al-Awda hospitals, have
been repeatedly attacked by Israeli
forces, which have been clearing out
the northern edge of the Gaza Strip for
weeks, Palestinian medical staff say.

Yesterday’s raid comes a day after the
army evacuated the nearby Indonesian
Hospital and continued to press Al-
Awda Hospital.

Bursh said the army had ordered
350 people inside the facility to leave
to a nearby school sheltering displaced
families. They included 75 patients, their
companions, and 185 medical staff.

German president

dissolves House
Sets Feb 23 polls date

AFP, Berlin

German President Frank-Walter —Steinmeier
yesterday dissolved parliament and confirmed
the expected date for the early general election
prompted by the collapse of Olaf Scholz’s
government last month.

Scholz’s coalition was brought down by internal
fights over how to revive Europe’s largest economy,
but a deadly car-ramming attack at a Christmas
market last week has renewed the country’s
heated debates over security and immigration.
Confirming the February 23 date for the election,
Steinmeier emphasised a need for “political
stability” and appealed for the campaign to be
“conducted with respect and decency”.

He also said he wanted “the campaign to be
conducted with fair and transparent means” and
warned of the dangers of “foreign influence...
which is particularly intense on X,” the social
media platform owned by billionaire Elon Musk.
“Hatred and violence must have no place in
this election campaign, nor denigration or
intimidation... all this is poison for democracy,”
Steinmeier said.

He also reminded political parties and voters of
the challenges the next government will face given
the “economically unstable situation... the wars in
the Middle East and Ukraine” as well as debates
over immigration and climate change.

Bird flu virus
shows mutations
in first human
case in US

CNN ONLINE

A genetic analysis of
.‘"ﬁ samples  from  the
patient in Louisiana
recently hospitalized
with the country’s
first severe case of
H5N1 bird flu show
the  virus  likely
mutated in the patient
to potentially become
more transmissible to
humans, but there’s no
evidence the virus has been
passed o anyone else.
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DRUG TRAFFICKING
Vietnam court
sentences 27 to death

AFP, Hanoi

A court in Vietnam yesterday sentenced 27 people to
death after finding them guilty of trafficking more
than 600 kilos of narcotics including heroin, ketamine
and methamphetamine, state media reported.

Gang leader and notorious female crime boss
Vu Hoang Anh, alias Oanh Ha, was among those
condemned to death, the Tuoi Tre newspaper reported.

The 35-member ring smuggled 626 kilos (1,380
pounds) of drugs from Cambodia into Vietnam
between March 2018 and November 2022, the paper
said, citing the court ruling.

The patient was infected from sick and dead
birds in a backyard flock, the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention said in an analysis
Thursday. The mutations the agency identified
in samples taken during hospitalization weren’t
found in the birds, suggesting they aren’t in the
virus widely circulating in wildlife. The mutations,
similar to ones observed in a hospitalized patient
in British Columbia, Canada, may make it easier for
the virus to bind to cell receptors in humans’ upper
respiratory tracts, the agency said in its analysis.

“The changes observed were likely generated
by replication of this virus in the patient
with advanced disease rather than primarily
transmitted at the time of infection,” the CDC
said. “Although concerning, and a reminder that
A(H5N1) viruses can develop changes during
the clinical course of a human infection, these
changes would be more concerning if found in
animal hosts or in early stages of infection... when
these changes might be more likely to facilitate
spread to close contacts,” it added.
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