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PATUAKHALI DIALYSIS CENTRE

A year after 
completion, 
facility lies 
unused
SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

A 10-bed kidney dialysis centre at 
Patuakhali Medical College Hospital 
remains non-operational, despite its 
construction being completed in June 
2024. The centre’s delayed opening has 
forced local kidney patients to travel out 
of the district for treatment, causing 
immense financial strain.

The facility is part of a Tk 300 crore 
project launched in January 2020, aiming 
to establish dialysis centres in 40 hospitals 
across the country. 

In Patuakhali, the Public Works 
Department issued a work order in June 
2023 for the centre’s construction at a cost 
of Tk 17.16 lakh. Eventually, the building 
was completed a year later.

However, a fully functional dialysis 
centre requires more than just doors 
and windows. From beds to essential 
equipment such as dialysis machines, 
water treatment systems, and monitoring 
devices, all have yet to arrive.

Besides, only six technicians were hired in 
August 2023, against a need for at least 16.

The recruited technicians are currently 
working in other hospital departments.

The delay has been particularly difficult 
for families like that of Suman Halder, 
whose son has required dialysis since 
birth. “We’ve been travelling to Barishal 
weekly for dialysis and eventually sought 
treatment in India, costing us Tk 14 lakh. A 
local dialysis centre would have eased our 
suffering and saved us from this financial 
burden,” he said.

Dr Ratan Das, project director, 
acknowledged the delays and said the 
recruitment of additional staff and 
procurement of equipment for the first 
phase of centres are underway. 

The hope is to have the Patuakhali 
centre operational by April or May 2025, 
but for now, local patients continue to 
suffer.
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Sabita Sarker taking care of a calf on a field near her home in Khulna’s Dumuria area yesterday. With winter’s chill in the air, 
she wrapped the animal in a cloth, ensuring it stayed warm and cozy. PHOTO: HABIBUR RAHMAN

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna

Around 50,000 residents from 10 
villages along the Gumani River 
in Pabna are suffering due to the 
absence of a connecting bridge.

The river flows through the 
Chatmohar and Vangura upazilas, 
but in the absence of a bridge, locals 
are forced to rely on boats, facing 
daily commuting challenges.

In 2006, the Local Government 
Engineering Department (LGED) 
initiated a Tk 2.74 crore project to 
build a 158-metre bridge at Mirzapur 
Ghat. 

However, the contractor 
abandoned the work after completing 
just 20 percent of the project, leading 
to its cancellation the same year. All 
that remains are a single pillar and a 

broken foundation stone.
The bridge would connect 

residents to vital facilities, including 
the Nimaichora Union Parishad 
office, the union land revenue office, 
Mirzapur Degree College, banks, 

and markets on the north bank. On 
the south bank, farmers and workers 
rely on the crossing for agricultural 
and other necessities.

Md Jillur Rahman, a resident 
of Mirzapur village, said, “During 

the dry season, the river dries up, 
making boat navigation difficult. 
Makeshift bamboo bridges are often 
constructed, causing delays, especially 
for students heading to classes.”

Abul Kalam Azad, from 
Ashtomonisha village, said children, 
the elderly, and patients cross the 
river by boat with great difficulty 
and significant risks.

“A bridge would save critical 
time in transporting patients to 
hospitals,” he added.

Md Sultan Mahamud, upazila 
engineer of LGED in Chatmohar, said 
the original project failed due to the 
contractor abandoning it in 2007.

“We have redesigned a 150-metre 
bridge with an estimated cost of Tk 8 
crore. The proposal awaits approval,” 
he said.

GUMANI RIVER

50,000 Pabna residents 
struggle without a bridge

A canal or trash bin?
Jamal Khan canal choking on plastic
ARUN BIKASH DEY, Ctg

A sea of non-biodegradable 
plastic waste has engulfed Jamal 
Khan canal in Chattogram, 
threatening the port city with 
severe waterlogging during 
monsoon.

Despite a 
government ban 
on polythene bags 
dating back to 
2002, the canal 
serves as a grim 
reminder of lax 
enforcement and 
the pervasive use of 
single-use plastics.

During a recent visit, 
the canal appeared more like 
a landfill, clogged with plastic 
waste primarily discarded by 
nearby residents.

Locals alleged that tenants 
of buildings along the canal 

toss household waste, including 
polythene bags, directly out 
their windows.

Others reportedly choose the 
canal as their dumping ground 
to avoid going to dustbins.

Utpal Barua, a resident of 
Jamal Khan area, said, 

“The government 
banned polythene 

bags in kitchen 
markets from 
November 1, 
but where is the 
action? People 

still bring home 
vegetables and fish in 

these bags, then dump 
the waste into the canal.”

According to a 2022 study 
by the Civil Engineering 
Department of Chattogram 
University of Engineering and 
Technology (Cuet) produces 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 6

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Ministry of Home Affairs in a circular 
yesterday requested foreign nationals who are 
staying or working illegally in the country to 
acquire the necessary documents to stay or work 
in Bangladesh by January 31.

Signed by Khuda Baksh Chowdhury, special 
assistant to the chief adviser for home affairs, the 
circular mentions that many foreign nationals are 
illegally staying or working in Bangladesh.

“In this case, foreign nationals illegally staying 
or working in Bangladesh are requested to 
acquire the necessary documents to stay or work 
in Bangladesh by January 31, 2025,” reads the 
circular.

“In this regard, all departments or institutions 
concerned are also requested to provide necessary 
cooperation. After this deadline, legal action will 
be taken against those staying illegally and the 
relevant institutions,” the circular added.

On December 8, the ministry advised foreign 

Acquire legal 
documents by 
January 31
Home ministry asks 
foreigners working illegally
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