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2 killed in road 
accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Two men were killed and another was injured when 
a three-wheeler, locally known as Nosimon hit a 
motorcycle in Narayanganj’s Araihazar upazila 
yesterday.

The incident occurred around 12:00pm on 
Madanganj-Narsingdi road at Mollarchar, said police.

Araihazar Police Station Officer-in-Charge 
Enayet Hossain said the three were heading to 
Narsingdi passport office on the bike.

The deceased were identified as Sohan Mia, 26, 
and Uzzal Hossain, 40. 

The injured -- Mithu, 20 -- was undergoing 
treatment at the upazila health complex.

The three-wheeler driver fled with the vehicle.

Impatience over 
polls hurting 
reform efforts
Says adviser Asif
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Impatience of political parties regarding 
elections is hurting the government’s 
reform efforts, said Adviser Asif Mahmud 
yesterday.

“We call on political parties to support 
the reform process, as it is inclusive 
and aims to build a more equitable and 
democratic system,” he said while speaking 
as the chief guest at a winter clothing 
distribution event in Kaharol, Dinajpur.

He said elections will be held according 
to the government’s timeline, between late 
2025 and mid-2026, after the completion 
of reforms.  

“The reform commissions have been 
actively working for the past three months. 
Once their reports are published, the 
interim government will engage with 
political parties and stakeholders to 
finalise and implement the reforms. Only 
then we will proceed towards elections,” 
Asif said.

RAPE CASE

Tufan Sarkar 
held in Bogura
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Detectives yesterday arrested Tufan Sarkar, 
a former Sramik League leader notorious 
for allegedly raping a college student and 
shaving the heads of both the victim and 
her mother in Bogura.

The rape case, which sparked outrage, 
is still under trial, said police.

Tufan, accused in 14 cases -- including 
murder, extortion, drug, explosives, and 
corruption charges -- was held at his home 
in the town’s Chaksutrapur, according to a 
press release from district police.

On November 27, he was sentenced to 
13 years in prison in a corruption case filed 
by the Anti-Corruption Commission on 
December 31, 2018. 

The case was filed with Bogura Sadar 
Police Station.

Tufan had been absconding since 
August 5.
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MURDERS ON CARGO VESSEL

Families of slain 
crew demand 
justice
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chandpur

Family members yesterday gathered at the 250-
bed Chandpur General Hospital where the bodies 
of seven crew members who were killed in an 
attack aboard a bulk carrier in the Meghna river 
early Monday were kept for autopsy.

Since early morning, the family members and 
relatives of the seven victims were seen rushing to 
the hospital to claim the bodies.

Dr Farid Ahmed Akhand, the hospital’s 
residential medical officer, said, “The bodies were 
brought in last night (Monday), and we completed 
the preliminary examinations. They were sent to 
the morgue for autopsy around 9:30am.”

Following autopsies and legal procedures, the 
bodies were handed over to the families yesterday 
afternoon at the morgue located beside the city’s 
Swarnakhola Road, reports UNB.

The district administration has formed a 
probe committee headed by Additional District 
Magistrate (ADM) Ekramul Siddique to investigate 
the matter. The probe committee will submit its 
report within 10 working days.

The deceased are Sheikh Shobuj, 27; Golam 
Kibria, 65; Salahuddin Molla, 40; Majedul Islam, 
17; Sajibul Islam, 24; Aminul Islam Munshi, 41; and 
Rana, 27.

The sole survivor, Jewel, 35, from Faridpur, is 
expected to provide critical information about the 
perpetrators.

Sadiqur Rahman, younger brother of victim 
Shobuj and nephew of the vessel master Kibria, 
said, “We demand a thorough investigation and 
justice.”

Jahangir Alam, another ship master and cousin 
of deceased engine driver Salahuddin, said, “We 
learnt about the brutal attack on the Al-Bakhera 
vessel through Facebook yesterday afternoon 
[Monday]. Upon arriving here, we noticed nothing 
was stolen during the murders. This was not a 
robbery; it was a planned crime.”

Meanwhile, a Bangladesh Chemical Industries 
Corporation (BCIC) official and contractor have 
sought the administration’s help to recover the 
ship’s 720 tonnes of fertiliser, which remain 
unreleased due to legal procedures. 

Last night, Mahbub Morshed, an owner 
of the vessel, filed a case in this connection 
with the Haimechar Police Station, accusing 
eight to 10 unidentified people of murder and 
robbery, confirmed Syed Mushfiqur Rahman, 
superintendent of Chandpur river police.

Separate investigations are underway by the 
district administration, district police, and river 
police, said the SP.

On a chilly winter morning in Barishal, 70-year-old Rabeya Begum tenderly wraps a shawl around her 90-year-old husband, 
Sikandar Sardar. The photo was taken at Charbaria in Sadar upazila recently. PHOTO: TITU DAS

2 dead, 500 houses 
gutted in Rohingya 
camp fire
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Cox’s Bazar

Two people were burnt to death and many injured in 
a devastating fire that broke out at a Rohingya camp 
in Cox’s Bazar’s Ukhiya yesterday.

Over 500 shanties were burnt down in the fire 
that broke out at C block of Camp-1 west (Lambasia) 
around 12:35pm, said Additional Refugee Relief and 
Repatriation Commissioner Md Shamsud Douza.

The charred bodies of two people, including a 
child, were recovered from the burnt shanties but 
their identities could not be confirmed yet, the 
additional RRRC said.

“The blaze has been brought under control 
completely and we are estimating the damages,” he 
told The Daily Star around 4:00pm.

The cause behind the fire is yet to be known, he said.
“We received information about the fire 

around 12:35pm and moved to the spot. Around 
3:00pm, firefighters brought the fire under control 
completely,” said Shafiqul Islam, an officer of the 
Ukhiya Fire Service Unit.

Eight firefighting units joined the effort to douse 
the fire, Shafiqul said.

Shafiqul said at least 546 houses of Rohingya 

refugees were burnt down and many shanties were 
damaged while extinguishing the fire.

He said they primarily suspect the fire might have 
originated from a cooking stove.

Christmas brings no joy for Khasis
Betel farmers devastated by plantation destruction in Moulvibazar
MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

Christmas this year carries a shadow of uncertainty for 
the residents of South Dimai Punjee village, a local Khasi 
community in Moulvibazar’s Barlekha upazila.

The residents are reeling after miscreants destroyed around 
350 trees from three betel plantations last week.

For the Khasi community, betel cultivation is their 
primary source of livelihood, and the destruction 
has brought deep shock and financial hardship 
for them ahead of Christmas.

Confirming the incident, Kennedy Sumer, 
the punjee headman, said the damage is 
estimated at Tk 6 lakh. 

“This happened just three days after 6-7 sacks 
of betel leaves were stolen from the punjee. We have 
filed a formal complaint, but we are unsure who is 
responsible as there is no known conflict,” he said.

The affected farmers shared their distress. Nami 
Lamarang, a betel farmer in the punjee, said, “Our family relies 
entirely on growing betel leaves for income. We had nurtured 
the trees over the past 10 years. We were hoping to sell the 
leaves ahead of Chirstmas. Now everything is destroyed.”

Bruceli Lamin and Mindu Sumer, two other farmers, echoed 

her.
The incident has been met with widespread condemnation 

from locals, who called upon the authorities concerned 
to identify the perpetrators promptly and ensure their 
appropriate punishment.

Dulal Sarkar, a sub-inspector of Barlekha Police Station, 
said he visited the crime scene and spoke to the 

victims. “The trees were destroyed at night with no 
witnesses, but we are pursuing leads,” he said. 

Saju Marchiang, publicity secretary of the 
Khasi Social Council and also a betel grower, 
said, “This year was already difficult, as 
hailstorms caused extensive damage to the 
trees earlier, while betel leaves prices have been 

low. Even now, the prices are still going much 
lower compared to last year.”

“The recent incident would further plunge the 
victims into severe financial distress,” he added.

Subimol Lindokiri, former assistant public prosecutor 
at Moulvibazar Judge’s Court, called for swift and permanent 
measures to address such recurring incidents within the 
punjee villages that endanger the community’s security, 
stability and future. There are around 80 punjee villages in 
Moulvibazar, 10-12 in Sylhet, and another in Habiganj.

Overcoming hardship 
thru skills development

Unicef programme equips youths with 
training, skills to change their lives

SAJJAD HOSSAIN, back from Cox’s Bazar

At just 18 years old, Monir Hossain 
has become a beacon of hope for the 
village of Samitipara in Cox’s Bazar.

Monir’s journey from hardship to 
success has inspired his community, 
offering a glimpse of what’s possible 
with determination and opportunity.

Samitipara, one of the poorest 
villages in Cox’s Bazar, is a place where 
children often 
grow up amid 
uncertainty, with 
even basic needs 
unmet.

Yet, Monir has 
defied these odds, 
transforming his 
life and inspiring 
those around him.

With the 
training and opportunities he received 
through the Unicef Adolescent 
Development Programme, funded by 
the European Union, he changed his 
life and impacted those around him.

The programme, designed for out-
of-school adolescents aged 15 to 18, 
equips youth in host communities and 
Rohingya refugee camps with skills. For 
Monir, this meant learning computer 
applications and freelancing -- tools 
that opened doors to international 
opportunities and self-sufficiency.

“I’m the only one in my village with 
a computer,” Monir shared.

“At first, children came just to see 
it, curious about what it could do. 
After my training, I’m working on 
international freelancing platforms 
and have a part-time job at a local 
computer shop. I pay for my education 
and support my family,” he said.

“Many job seekers come to me for 
assistance. I help them apply online, 

and they pay me 
for my service,” he 
said.

M o n i r ’ s 
i n f l u e n c e 
extends beyond 
employment. In a 
community where 
early marriage 
is common, he’s 
a vocal advocate 

against the practice.
“Early marriage has long-term 

negative effects on children and 
families. I’ve convinced several parents 
to delay their daughters’ marriages, 
emphasising the importance of 
education and stability,” he said.

His mother, Aleya Begum, said, 
“Everyone knows me as ‘Monir’s 
mother’. It makes me so proud.”

Monir isn’t the only one 
transformed by the programme. 

MonirTarjina
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