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‘We have many
things to ofler
cach other’

Says Pranay Verma on

Indo-Bangla ties
UNB, Dhaka

Indian High Commissioner to Bangladesh
Pranay Verma has said he remains
optimistic about Dhaka-Delhi relations
despite changes happening around.

The two countries can really offer each
other something that they do not need to
go elsewhere to find, he said.

“This is how we look at the relationship.
‘We have so many things to offer each other
with our growing capabilities and rising
ambitions to grow and develop,” he said.

He reiterated that they strongly
support a “democratic, stable, peaceful,
progressive, and inclusive” Bangladesh.

Pranay Verma made the remarks
during an interaction with diplomatic
correspondents at the High Commission
yesterday  evening, following  their
participation in a two-phase training
programme in New Delhi.
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RAPE CASE
Tufan Sarkar
held in Bogura

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Bogura

Detectives yesterday arrested Tufan Sarkar,
a former Sramik League leader notorious
for allegedly raping a college student and
shaving the heads of both the victim and
her mother in Bogura.

The rape case, which sparked outrage,
is still under trial, said police.

Tufan, accused in 14 cases -- including
murder, extortion, drug, explosives, and
corruption charges -- was held at his home
in the town’s Chaksutrapur, according to a
press release from district police.

On November 27, he was sentenced to
13 years in prison in a corruption case filed
by the Anti-Corruption Commission on
December 31, 2018.

The case was filed with Bogura Sadar
Police Station.

Tufan had been absconding since
August 5.

On a chilly winter morning in Barishal, 70-year-old Rabeya Begum tenderly wraps a shawl around her 90-year-old husbhand,

Sikandar Sardar. The photo was taken at Charbaria in Sadar upazila recently.

Christmas brings no joy for Khasis

Betel farmers devastated by plantation destruction in Moulvibazar

MINTU DESHWARA, Moulvibazar

her.

Christmas this year carries a shadow of uncertainty for
the residents of South Dimai Punjee village, a local Khasi
community in Moulvibazar’s Barlekha upazila.

The residents are reeling after miscreants destroyed around
350 trees from three betel plantations last week. ——

For the Khasi community, betel cultivation s their ;
primary source of livelihood, and the destruction
has brought deep shock and financial hardship

for them ahead of Christmas.

Confirming the incident, Kennedy Sumer,
the punjee headman, said the damage is

estimated at Tk 6 lakh.

“This happened just three days after 6-7 sacks
of betel leaves were stolen from the punjee. We have
filed a formal complaint, but we are unsure who is
responsible as there is no known conflict,” he said.

The affected farmers shared their distress. Nami
Lamarang, a betel farmer in the punjee, said, “Our family relies
entirely on growing betel leaves for income. We had nurtured
the trees over the past 10 years. We were hoping to sell the
leaves ahead of Chirstmas. Now everything is destroyed.”

Bruceli Lamin and Mindu Sumer, two other farmers, echoed

SAJJAD HOSSAIN, back from Cox’s Bazar

At just 18 years old, Monir Hossain
has become a beacon of hope for the
village of Samitipara in Cox’s Bazar.

Monir’s journey from hardship to
success has inspired his community,
offering a glimpse of what’s possible
with determination and opportunity.

Samitipara, one of the poorest
villages in Cox’s Bazar, is a place where
children often
grow up amid
uncertainty, with
even basic needs
unmet.

Yet, Monir has
defied these odds,
transforming  his
life and inspiring
those around him.

With the

Tarjina
training and opportunities he received

through the Unicef Adolescent
Development Programme, funded by
the European Union, he changed his
life and impacted those around him.
The programme, designed for out-
of-school adolescents aged 15 to 18,
equips youth in host communities and
Rohingyarefugee campswith skills. For
Monir, this meant learning computer
applications and freelancing - tools
that opened doors to international
opportunities and self-sufficiency.

Overcoming hardship
thru skills development

Unicef programme equips youths with
training, skills to change their lives

“I'm the only one in my village with
a computer,” Monir shared.

“At first, children came just to see
it, curious about what it could do.
After my training, I'm working on
international freelancing platforms
and have a part-time job at a local
computer shop. I pay for my education
and support my family,” he said.

“Many job seekers come to me for
assistance. I help them apply online,

and they pay me
|l' for my service,” he
said.

Monir’s
influence
extends  beyond
employment. In a
community where
early marriage
is common, he’s
a vocal advocate
against the practice.

“Farly marriage has long-term
negative effects on children and
families. I've convinced several parents
to delay their daughters’ marriages,
emphasising the importance of
education and stability,” he said.

His mother, Aleya Begum, said,
“Fveryone knows me as ‘Monir’s
mother’. It makes me so proud.”

Monir isn’t the only one
transformed by the programme.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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Proper trial of
Hasina depends

on repatriation
Says ICT chief prosecutor

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A fair trial of Sheikh Hasina would be possible if the
government succeeded in bringing her back from
India, Chief Prosecutor of the International Crimes
Tribunal Muhammad Tajul Islam said yesterday.

Addressing a question about the government’s
diplomatic note to India seeking the return of the
ousted prime minister, Tajul Islam said, “The state
is doing its duty, and so am I, as part of a state
organisation. If Hasina is brought back, her trial can
proceed effectively.”

The ICT also issued arrest warrants yesterday
against former Dhaka-19 MP Muhammad Saiful
Islam and four police officials in connection with
crimes against humanity during the July-August
mass uprising in Ashulia, Savar.

Tajul said investigations had uncovered the
involvement of Saiful and the police in a brutal
incident where six students were reportedly shot
dead, their bodies burned, and the crime staged to
appear as the work of protesters.

A viral video from early August showed six burnt
bodies piled onto a police van. Investigators found
that Saiful allegedly fired shots personally, aided by
four officers. After the shootings, the bodies were
taken in a rickshaw, later loaded onto a van near the
police station, and set alight using petrol.

The names of the implicated police officials
remain undisclosed to prevent their escape. Tajul
Islam said that while the officers are currently
posted in different locations, their arrests are
expected soon.

“Such actions appear to have been an attempt to
avoid accountability,” he added.

2 killed in road
accident

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

Two men were killed and another was injured when
a three-wheeler, locally known as Nosimon hit a
motorcycle in Narayanganj’s Araihazar upazila
yesterday.

The incident occurred around 12:00pm on
Madanganj-Narsingdi road at Mollarchar, said police.

Araihazar Police Station Officer-in-Charge
Enayet Hossain said the three were heading to
Narsingdi passport office on the bike.

The deceased were identified as Sohan Mia, 26,
and Uzzal Hossain, 40.

The injured -- Mithu, 20 - was undergoing
treatment at the upazila health complex.

The three-wheeler driver fled with the vehicle.

Dulal Sarkar, a sub-inspector of Barlekha Police Station,
said he visited the crime scene and spoke to the
victims. “The trees were destroyed at night with no
" witnesses, but we are pursuing leads,” he said.
' Saju Marchiang, publicity secretary of the
. Khasi Social Council and also a betel grower,
said, “This year was already difficult, as
hailstorms caused extensive damage to the
trees earlier, while betel leaves prices have been
low. Even now, the prices are still going much
lower compared to last year.” card.
“The recent incident would further plunge the
victims into severe financial distress,” he added.
Subimol Lindokiri, former assistant public prosecutor
at Moulvibazar Judge’s Court, called for swift and permanent
measures to address such recurring incidents within the
punjee villages that endanger the community’s security,
stability and future. There are around 80 punjee villages in
Moulvibazar, 10-12 in Sylhet, and another in Habigan;.

DUAL CITIZENSHIP
ACC for action
against 24 ex-
ministers, MPs

DIPAN NANDY

The Anti-Corruption Commission has written to
the Election Commission and the home ministry
urging action against 24 former ministers and
lawmakers who held foreign citizenship while
serving in office.

Of them, five hold British citizenship: AHM
Mustafa Kamal, former finance minister, Md
Tazul Islam, ex LGRD minister; Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury, former land minister; Khalid
Mahmud Chowdhury, former state minister for
shipping; and Md Mahbub Ali, ex-state minister
for civil aviation and tourism.

Seven hold US citizenship or green cards: Abdus
Shahid, ex-agriculture minister; Nasrul Hamid,
former state minister for power; Zunaid Ahmed
Palak, former state minister for ICT; Mohammad
Ali Arafat, ex-state minister for information;
Abdus Sobhan Mia Golap, special assistant to
former prime minister Sheikh Hasina; and ex-
lawmakers Mahfuzur Rahman, and Salahuddin
Mahmud Zahid.

Six have Canadian citizenship: Abdur Rahman,
former fisheries and livestock minister; ex-MP
Mahbubul Alam Hanif, also Awami League joint
general secretary; and former lawmakers Alauddin
Ahmed Chowdhury Nasim, Shamim Osman,
Shafiqul Islam Shimul, and Habib Hasan.

Khandaker Mosharraf Hossain, former LGRD
minister, has Swiss citizenship, and Zillul Hakim,
ex-railways minister, has a Japanese residency

PHOTO: TITU DAS

The incident has been met with widespread condemnation card.
from locals, who called upon the authorities concerned
to identify the perpetrators promptly and ensure their

Former MPs Tanvir Hasan and MA Wahid are
citizens of Germany and Papua New Guinea,
respectively.

The commission is probing allegations of
corruption against the 24 former ministers and
lawmalkers, said a senior ACC official involved in
the proceedings.

During the investigation, their dual citizenship
was discovered, he said.

Besides, the ACC also found that Salman F
Rahman, private industry affairs adviser to former
PM Hasina, holds Cypriot citizenship and Hasan
Mahmud, ex-foreign minister, a Belgian residency

“The home ministry is responsible for
addressing the citizenship issue. So, a letter has
been sent to them for appropriate action,” the
ACC official said.

“The commission has decided to request
necessary legal actions regarding dual citizenship
or residency cards held by 24 ministers and MPs,
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