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UNB, Dhaka

The government 
will intensify joint 
mobile court 
drives to tackle 
illegal hill cutting, 
air pollution, 
and the use of 
banned polythene, 
Environment Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan said yesterday.

Speaking at a discussion titled 
“Preventing the Use of Banned Polythene 
in Chattogram and Reducing Plastic 
Pollution,” held at the Secretariat, Rizwana 
highlighted key measures to address 
environmental violations.

The discussion brought together 
officials, environmental experts, and 
business leaders to strategise solutions to 
ongoing ecological challenges.

“The district administrations, city 
corporations, and the Department of 
Environment [DoE] will collaborate to 
intensify mobile court operations,” the 
adviser said.

She emphasised the need for immediate 

ILLEGAL HILL CUTTING

Govt to crack down 
on offenders
Says Rizwana
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Every year, I till the land and sow mustard, which requires irrigation later. It costs at 
least 5,000 taka per acre. But with the relay system, I have no expenses -- it’s all profit.

MAJNU PYADA, a farmer from Gachani village

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Farmers in Patuakhali have started 
mustard cultivation using the “relay 
system” (without tilling).

This method allows farmers to 
produce an additional crop alongside 
Aman and Rabi crops without incurring 
extra costs.

The Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) has established 347 
demonstration plots to encourage 
farmers to adopt this method. Farmers 
are showing interest in the system as it 
helps meet the demand for edible oil.

Farmers said Aman paddy is 

Patuakhali’s primary agricultural crop. 
After planting Aman in Bhadra, it is 
harvested in Kartik-Agrahayan.

The DAE motivated farmers to grow 
mustard instead of leaving the land 
fallow for two and a half months.

Md Robi Faisal, deputy assistant 
agriculture officer in Dashmina upazila, 
said mustard seeds should be scattered 
on the soft land before the Aman harvest. 
One kilogramme of mustard seeds is 
sufficient to cultivate one bigha of land.

After harvesting the mustard crop 
within 75 to 80 days, various Rabi crops 
-- including watermelon, chili, and Boro 
-- can be grown on the same land. This 

provides farmers with the opportunity 
to harvest an additional crop.

He said, in the traditional method, 
farmers cultivated mustard by tilling 
the land, which cost Tk 3,000-3,500 per 
acre. Additionally, irrigating the land 
once or twice added Tk 1,000-1,500 to 
the expenses. However, since the relay 
system requires no tilling or irrigation, 
farmers can cultivate mustard at no cost.

Md Nazrul Islam, deputy director of 
DAE in Patuakhali, said 347 plots have 
been set up in the district to promote 
mustard cultivation using the relay 
system. These include 100 in Bauphal, 

MUSTARD FARMING IN PATUAKHALI

Farmers reap benefits 
of ‘relay system’
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Local traders prepare to sell old potatoes from last year, which they purchased at Tk 40-50 per kg from the wholesale market. 
They plan to sell these for Tk 50 per kg. The photo was taken in the Kalpatty area of Barishal city yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS

EC cancels deal with 
BCC for NID services
UNB, Dhaka

The Election Commission has terminated its 
contract with Bangladesh Computer Council 
(BCC) for National Identification (NID) data 
verification services due to a breach of terms.

ASM Humayun Kabir, director general of the 
National Identity Registration Wing at the EC, 
made the disclosure while talking to reporters at 
Nirbachan Bhaban yesterday.

Kabir explained that 183 government and 
private institutions are currently utilising NID 
data verification services, with the BCC being one 
of the key stakeholders.

The bilateral agreement between the EC and 
BCC, signed on October 4, 2022, prohibited the 
BCC from transferring, exchanging, selling, or 
providing NID data to any third party. But the BCC 
violated these terms.

On September 3, the EC sought clarification 
from the BCC regarding the breach, but the 
response provided was unsatisfactory.

The BCC was given a three-day deadline starting 
from October 6 to clarify the situation, yet the 
explanation offered was still deemed inadequate.

Besides, the contract stipulated that failure to 
pay the agreed fees within the specified timeframe 
would result in the cancellation of the agreement. 
The EC, therefore, has decided to terminate the 
contract with the BCC and sever the API connection.

The BCC has been instructed to settle all 
outstanding dues to the EC within 15 days of 
receiving the notice.

AL won’t be allowed 
to contest polls
Says Akhtar Hossain
BSS, Dhaka

Awami League will not be allowed to participate in 
the upcoming elections under any circumstances 
until justice is served for the July-August massacre 
and persecution, said Akhtar Hossain, member 
secretary of the Jatiya Nagorik Committee 
yesterday.

Although there is no legal barrier preventing 
the Awami League from participating in the next 
elections, the people and students will not allow 
their participation, he said.

Akhtar made the remarks while talking to local 
journalists in Rangpur, where he paid homage 
to the graves of eight martyrs from Kawnia and 
Pirgachha upazilas, who were killed during the 
anti-discrimination student movement. He also 
met with the families of the martyrs.

He was accompanied by local Jatiya Nagorik 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Strengthen 
security, probe 
‘secret killings’
Demand private univ students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The combined private university 
chapter of the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement yesterday placed a 
memorandum with four-point demands 
to the home affairs adviser to build a 
safe Bangladesh by strengthening state 
security.

Some 12 student representatives of the 
platform placed the memo to Adviser Lt 
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury at 
the secretariat.

The four-point demands include the 
formation of an independent investigation 
committee, whose responsibility will be to 
find out whether there is any link between 
the banned organisation Chhatra League 
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