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Every year, I till the land and sow mustard, which requires irrigation later. It costs at 
least 5,000 taka per acre. But with the relay system, I have no expenses -- it’s all profit.

MAJNU PYADA, a farmer from Gachani village

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali

Farmers in Patuakhali have started 
mustard cultivation using the “relay 
system” (without tilling).

This method allows farmers to 
produce an additional crop alongside 
Aman and Rabi crops without incurring 
extra costs.

The Department of Agricultural 
Extension (DAE) has established 347 
demonstration plots to encourage 
farmers to adopt this method. Farmers 
are showing interest in the system as it 
helps meet the demand for edible oil.

Farmers said Aman paddy is 

Patuakhali’s primary agricultural crop. 
After planting Aman in Bhadra, it is 
harvested in Kartik-Agrahayan.

The DAE motivated farmers to grow 
mustard instead of leaving the land 
fallow for two and a half months.

Md Robi Faisal, deputy assistant 
agriculture officer in Dashmina upazila, 
said mustard seeds should be scattered 
on the soft land before the Aman harvest. 
One kilogramme of mustard seeds is 
sufficient to cultivate one bigha of land.

After harvesting the mustard crop 
within 75 to 80 days, various Rabi crops 
-- including watermelon, chili, and Boro 
-- can be grown on the same land. This 

provides farmers with the opportunity 
to harvest an additional crop.

He said, in the traditional method, 
farmers cultivated mustard by tilling 
the land, which cost Tk 3,000-3,500 per 
acre. Additionally, irrigating the land 
once or twice added Tk 1,000-1,500 to 
the expenses. However, since the relay 
system requires no tilling or irrigation, 
farmers can cultivate mustard at no cost.

Md Nazrul Islam, deputy director of 
DAE in Patuakhali, said 347 plots have 
been set up in the district to promote 
mustard cultivation using the relay 
system. These include 100 in Bauphal, 

MUSTARD FARMING IN PATUAKHALI

Farmers reap benefits 
of ‘relay system’
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Local traders preparing to sell old potatoes from last year, which they purchased at Tk 40-50 per kg from the wholesale 
market. They plan to sell these for Tk 50 per kg. The photo was taken in the Kalpatty area of Barishal city yesterday.PHOTO: TITU DAS

Dhaka cannot engage
FROM PAGE 12

On Myanmar’s political 
future, Touhid noted that 
all participants expressed 
support for its efforts to 
resolve internal issues and 
move forward. 

“Everyone said they 
would support Myanmar, 
and if they choose a federal 
structure, we will not 
intervene. But we want a 
resolution,” Touhid said.

The meeting on 
Thursday was chaired by 
Thailand’s Foreign Minister 
Maris Sangiampongsar. 
The attendees included 
Myanmar’s Deputy Prime 
Minister and Foreign 
Minister U Than Swe, Laos’s 
Foreign Minister Saleumxay 
Kommasith, India’s Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri, 
and China’s Deputy Foreign 
Minister Ma Zhaoxu.

Speaking as the chief 
guest at an international 
seminar in Dhaka yesterday, 
the foreign adviser said 
peace in Myanmar is 
crucial to unlocking the 
full potential of the Bay of 
Bengal and its surrounding 
countries and that peace 
cannot be achieved without 
solving the Rohingya crisis. 

“Peace and order will not 
be possible in Myanmar, 
and consequently in the 
region, unless the safe 
and secure return of 
Rohingyas to their homes,” 
he said at the seminar titled 
“Reconnecting the Bay of 
Bengal Region: Exploring 
the Convergence of Interest,” 
at the Bangladesh Institute 
of International and 
Strategic Studies. 

Noting that a civil war 
situation is currently 
prevailing in Myanmar, 
he said at least 1.2 million 
Rohingyas, who have fled 
the Rakhine state facing 
extreme atrocities, have fled 
to Bangladesh in the last 
seven years. 

“There has been no 
progress in their repatriation 
and the situation is further 
complicated by a non-state 
actor, the Arakan Army, 
taking control of the entire 

border with Bangladesh,” he 
said. 

“It is on Myanmar and the 
regional powers to create 
a congenial atmosphere 
for their return,” said the 
foreign adviser. 

Supported by the 
Embassy of Japan, the 
BIISS, in collaboration with 
the Institute of Developing 
Economies (IDE-JETRO), 
hosted the international 
seminar.

He said that the Bay of 
Bengal has emerged as a 
focal point of geopolitical 
and economic activity with 
its vast natural resources, 
crucial shipping routes, 
and potential for economic 
integration. 

Touhid said the countries 
surrounding the Bay and 
other stakeholders should 
align their diverse interests, 
“ensuring that the Bay of 
Bengal becomes a region 
of collaboration rather 
than conflict; a hub of 
connectivity rather than 
contention”. 

He said Bangladesh is 
uniquely poised to become 
a regional transit hub and 
a key player in the global 
value chain with its strategic 
location and growing 
industrial base.

“In order to unlock these 
possibilities, Bangladesh 
must address pressing 
challenges and seize 
emerging opportunities,” 
the adviser said. 

He acknowledged that 
initiatives like the “Bay of 
Bengal Industrial Value 
Chain,” championed 
by Japan, provide a 
blueprint for achieving 
this transformation by 
leveraging investment, 
technology, and labour. 

The adviser also lauded 
Japan’s contribution to 
Bangladesh’s development.

Japanese Ambassador 
to Bangladesh Iwama 
Kiminori, BIISS Chairman 
Gousal Azam Sarkar and 
Director General Major 
General Iftekhar Anis, 
among others, spoke at the 
event. 

AL won’t be 
allowed to 
contest polls
Says Akhtar Hossain
BSS, Dhaka

Awami League will not be allowed to 
participate in the upcoming elections 
under any circumstances until justice is 
served for the July-August massacre and 
persecution, said Akhtar Hossain, member 
secretary of the Jatiya Nagorik Committee 
yesterday.

Although there is no legal barrier 
preventing the Awami League from 
participating in the next elections, the 
people and students will not allow their 
participation, he said.

Akhtar made the remarks while 
talking to local journalists in Rangpur, 
where he paid homage to the graves 
of eight martyrs from Kawnia and 
Pirgachha upazilas, who were killed 
during the anti-discrimination student 
movement. He also met with the families 
of the martyrs.

He was accompanied by local Jatiya 
Nagorik Committee organisers, including 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5

Strengthen 
security, probe 
‘secret killings’
Demand private univ students

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The combined private university 
chapter of the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement yesterday placed a 
memorandum with four-point demands 
to the home affairs adviser to build a 
safe Bangladesh by strengthening state 
security.

Some 12 student representatives of the 
platform placed the memo to Adviser Lt 
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam Chowdhury at 
the secretariat.

The four-point demands include the 
formation of an independent investigation 
committee, whose responsibility will be to 
find out whether there is any link between 
the banned organisation Chhatra League 
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