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or the collaborators of 
Awami Fascist of the 
previous regime in the 
“secret killings and attacks” 
on students.

Students across the 
country are suffering 
from insecurity due to 
recent “secret killings and 
attacks,” they said.

The committee should 
be formed within 48 hours, 
and the report should be 
published within seven 
working days, they added.

They also demanded 
that each police station 
should have at least five 
patrol vehicles 24/7, which 
will continue patrolling. 
Special surveillance should 
be kept around educational 
institutions, they said. 

The third demand reads 
that a platoon or team with 
at least four members of 
non-lethal weapons should 
be deployed at important 
junctions in each ward 
area, and they will be in 
charge of guarding that 
particular area. The team 
should get an allowance 
from the government.

Finally, they demanded 
that a task force be formed 
under the Home Ministry 
to eliminate all BCL leaders 
and activists, and their 
associates who are active 
online and in the field.

All the intelligence 
agencies of the state will 
have to play an active role 
to accelerate the activities 
of this task force.

It is also mentioned in 
the memorandum that 
these demands should be 
accepted within 48 hours 
and necessary steps need 
to be taken.

Meanwhile, Inquilab 
Mancha, a non-political 
cultural organisation 
comprising former and 
current students of Dhaka 
University, staged a sit-in 
outside the residence of the 
chief justice yesterday.

They staged the sit-in 
to press for their three-
point demand, including 
ensuring the safety of 
protesters and activists of 
the July uprising.

A group of leaders and 
activists from Inquilab 
Mancha gathered in front 

of the National Museum 
in Dhaka’s Shahbagh 
area and held a brief rally 
around noon. Afterwards, 
they brought out a protest 
procession that marched 
towards Kakrail Mosque 
and Matsya Bhaban.

Police intervened as 
the protesters attempted 
to proceed to the chief 
justice’s residence.

Despite police 
obstruction, the protesters 
staged a sit-in on a one-
way road in front of the 
CJ residence, vowing 
not to leave until their 
memorandum is accepted.

Sharif Osman Bin Hadi, 
spokesperson for Inquilab 
Mancha, placed their 
demands, which include 
prompt cancellation of 
the registration of Awami 
League, saving patriotic 
students and citizens from 
the “secret killings” carried 
out by AL, and arrest of 
all criminals in the AL 
committees from the central 
level to the union level and to 
ensure complete security for 
those who participated in 
the July uprising.
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mosques and other 
religious institutions for 
the peace of his soul.

At the same time, 
the Council of Advisers 
yesterday formally adopted 
a condolence motion on 
the death of Hassan Ariff, 
recalling his contributions 
and paying deep respect to 
him.

The condolence motion 
was adopted at a special 
meeting of the Council of 
Advisers with the Chief 
Adviser Prof Muhammad 
Yunus in the chair, held at 
the Chief Adviser’s Office.

Environment Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan 

placed the condolence 
motion proposal in the 
meeting, which was 
unanimously adopted.

At the beginning of 
the meeting, one minute 
of silence was observed 
paying respect to Hassan 
Ariff.

Meanwhile, Hassan 
Ariff will be laid to rest at 
the Martyred Intellectuals 
Graveyard in Mirpur today, 
next to the grave of Bir 
Shreshtha Sipahi Hamidur 
Rahman.

The burial will be held 
at 10:00am, according to 
a notification issued by 
Cabinet Secretary Sheikh 
Abdur Rashid yesterday. Farmers reap benefits
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60 in Galachipa, 45 in Sadar 
upazila, 40 in Dashmina, 
30 each in Kalapara and 
Dumki, 22 in Rangabali, 
and 20 in Mirzaganj.

Farmers participating in 
these demonstration plots 
were given 1kg of mustard 
seeds for free. Additionally, 
1,500 other farmers 
received 1kg of seeds and 
fertiliser at no cost.

He said with this system, 
it is possible to produce 
700kg of mustard per acre, 
with a market value of 
approximately Tk 50,000 
(Tk 70 per kg).

As mustard is an 
additional crop, farmers 
are showing significant 
interest in adopting the 
relay system.

He also said the 
district has set a target of 
cultivating mustard on 490 
hectares of land this year.

Due to the rising price 
of edible oil in the market, 
farmers are increasingly 
interested in mustard 
cultivation. Mustard was 
grown on 478 hectares last 
year and 352 hectares in 
2022.

Majnu Pyada from 
Gachani village in 
Dashmina cultivated 
mustard using the relay 
system on one acre of land 
last week.

He said, “Every year, I till 
the land and sow mustard, 
which requires irrigation 
later. It costs at least 5,000 
taka per acre. But with 
the relay system, I have no 
expenses -- it’s all profit.”

Another farmer from 
the village, Sadek Matbar, 
said after harvesting Aman, 
the land is typically left 
fallow to dry for a few days. 

By cultivating mustard, 
however, an additional crop 
is obtained on the same 
land, which helps farmers 
financially, he added.

“By growing mustard, I 
can meet my family’s edible 
oil needs for the entire year. 
I no longer need to buy oil 
from the market. That’s 
why many farmers are 
now turning to mustard 
cultivation,” he added.

Postgrad doctors
FROM PAGE 3

our protest, we met with 
officials from the Ministry 
of Health and Family 
Welfare. Additionally, the 
BSMMU Vice Chancellor 
has assured us that our 
demands will be met 
soon. Therefore, we are 
giving an ultimatum until 
5:00pm Thursday for 
the allowance increase 
and are withdrawing 
today’s (yesterday) protest. 
However, our work 
abstention will continue 
during this period.”

Around 5:00pm, Sarjis 
Alam, coordinator of Anti-
Discrimination Student 
Movement, arrived at 
Shahbagh. Speaking to 
the protesters, he said, “We 
fully support the demands 
of the postgraduate 
doctors. This movement is 
entirely justified.”

“If no announcement 
is made by Thursday 
5:00pm, we will join the 
doctors on the streets,” he 

added.
Mamsad Shanjary 

Khan, a student of the 
47th batch of the MPH 
course at the National 
Institute of Preventive and 
Social Medicine (NIPSOM), 
said, “Our families can’t 
survive on a salary of Tk 
25,000. We demand that 
the allowance be increased 
to Tk 50,000. Even before 
the anti-discrimination 
movement, we have been 
struggling for this raise. In 
this new Bangladesh, we 
no longer want a place for 
discrimination. We will not 
leave the streets until our 
demands are met.”

DMJS General Secretary 
Md Nurun Nabi said, “We 
have been forced to take to 
the streets. The authorities 
are asking for more time. 
How much more time 
should we give? We have 
been waiting for the past 
two years. The allowance 
was supposed to be 
increased last January.”

Govt to crack down on offenders
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action to safeguard the 
environment, including 
the installation of warning 
signboards on hills, 
increased patrols, and 
official directives to hill 
owners to prevent illegal 
hill cutting.

“Strict legal actions 
will be taken against 
those who violate 
environmental laws,” 
she warned, reiterating 
the government’s zero-
tolerance stance on such 
offences.

The adviser also 
announced plans to 
create a list of polythene 
manufacturers to facilitate 
legal action. 

She stressed the 
importance of mandatory 
barcodes on packaging 
and urged for mobile court 
operations in markets and 
supermarkets.

Chattogram City 
Corporation Mayor 
Dr Shahadat Hossain, 
Environment Secretary 
Dr Farhina Ahmed, Local 
Government Division 

Secretary Md Nazrul Islam, 
and officials from the 
Chattogram Development 
Authority also addressed 
the meeting. 

The speakers 
underscored the need for 
stricter law enforcement 
and increased public 
awareness to combat 
environmental degradation. 
Representatives from 
government and NGOs, 
environmental groups, 
and the media virtually 
participated in the 
discussion. 

Partisanship, merit devaluation
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universities are essential, 
he said, adding, “We can 
work to enhance the 
quality of education by 
involving Bangladeshis 
who are part of these 
institutions.”

He also said partisan 
politics among teachers is 
one side of the coin, while 
the devaluation of merit is 
the other.

Teachers must also 
possess administrative 
skills, as VCs provide 
both academic and 
administrative leadership, 
he added.

Speaking as a special 
guest, UGC Chairman Prof 
SMA Faiz said universities 
must reduce dependency 
on the government.

Both the government 
and UGC must support 
research.

At the programme, DU 
VC Prof Niaz Ahmed Khan 
said higher education 
suffers from inadequate 
infrastructure and a lack 
of conducive research 
environments.

The country’s partisan 

and violent politics have 
harmed institutions, 
particularly higher 
education ones, he said.

He also said if the goal 
of higher education is 
to truly shape students 
into human beings, then 
there is no difference 
between public and private 
institutions.

Daffodil International 
University VC M Lutfar 
Rahman pointed out 
that many teachers fail to 
conduct classes properly, 
which must be addressed.

Prof Abdur Rob, VC of 
International University 
of Business Agriculture 
and Technology, said 
insufficient funding and 
lack of interest among 
teachers hinder research.

For world-class 
research, teachers need 
adequate time, training, 
and financial support, he 
added.

United International 
University VC Abul Kashem 
Mia said strengthening 
primary and secondary 

education is crucial 
for improving higher 
education quality.

PhD and postgraduate 
opportunities should 
depend on a university’s 
quality rather than its 
public or private status, he 
said.

North South University 
VC Prof Abdul Hannan 
Chowdhury noted that 
government control over 
both public and private 
institutions has stagnated 
educational culture.

UGC research funding 
should be awarded based 
on merit, regardless of 
a university’s status, he 
added.

The panel included JU VC 
Prof Mohammad Kamrul 
Ahsan, UGC member Prof 
Mohammad Tanzimuddin 
Khan, Umama Fatema, 
spokesperson of the Anti-
Discrimination Student 
Movement, and Ishtiak 
Abedin, secretary general 
of the Bangladesh Private 
University Association, 
among others.
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AL won’t be
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Committee organisers, 
including Alamgir Nayan 
and Ariful Islam, as well as 
district, metropolitan, and 
divisional leaders of the 
platform.

Akhtar stated that the 
Awami League has made 
no effort to free itself 
from the genocide, crimes 
against humanity, and 
grievous actions the party 
has committed.

“The Chhatra League 
terrorists continue to 
threaten our comrades 
and have been involved 
in murders across the 
country. They have not 
been held accountable yet,” 
he remarked.

He warned that if the 
Awami League attempts 
to participate in the 
upcoming elections, 
students are prepared to 
take drastic measures. “If 
necessary, students will 
shed blood again to prevent 
their participation in the 
elections,” he said.

Furthermore, Akhtar 
suggested that if the 
police fail to restore 
order, educated youths 
who were part of the July 
uprising might need to 
be incorporated into the 
police force to ensure law 
and order is maintained.


