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Security beefed up yet fear persists
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However, his absence did 
little to quell the mob’s 
anger.

On December 14, ten 
days after the attack on 
Hindu neighbourhood, 
police filed a case and 
arrested four people.

The arrestees are Alim 
Hossain, 20; Sultan Ahmed 
Raju, 20; Emran Hossain, 
26, and Shajahan Hossain, 
21. All four are members 
of the banned Bangladesh 
Chhatra League, said OC 
Zahidul Haque.

Of the accused, 12 
are named and 150-170 
unnamed, he added. 
THE TRAUMA 
The next morning, Minoti 
and her child left the 
village. She returned three 
days after that, but even 
now, fear lingers. 

“Though I have returned, 
I am still scared. I live alone 

with my child because my 
husband works abroad,” 
she said.

Others shared similar 
experiences.

Sixty-year-old Milon 
Rani Das recalled hiding 
in the nearby jungle as the 
mob attacked. “We left 
the village silently when 
the mob left after over an 
hour. But when I returned 
on December 6, i found 
my house destroyed and 
belongings stolen. It’s hard 
to feel safe despite repeated 
assurances,” she said.

Pinki Rani Das, Akash’s 
sister-in-law, recounted the 
moments leading up to the 
attack.

“On the evening of 
December 3, police officers, 
local leaders, and others 
came looking for Akash. 
We handed him over, 
hoping it would prevent 
violence. It didn’t.”

The mob left scars -- both 
physical and emotional.

F i f t y - f i v e - y e a r - o l d 
Subodh Das suffered 
severe injuries, beaten with 
sticks. “My hands, legs, 
and hip were injured. I’m 
still undergoing treatment 
at Sylhet MAG Osmani 
Medical College Hospital 
and cannot return home 
anytime soon,” he told The 
Daily Star over the phone.

S i x t y - f i ve - ye a r - o l d 
Pranati Bala Das, who fled 
with her daughter and 
granddaughters, broke into 
tears while recalling the 
night. “We left the village 
the next morning and 
returned after five days. 
Even now, I can’t sleep at 
night,” she said.

Kalpana Rani Das, 
whose bedridden husband 
was attacked, echoed these 
fears. “They broke into our 

house, hit my husband 
on the forehead, and took 
away everything.”

The shop owned by 
Roni Das, located by the 
main road, was among the 
first to be attacked. “They 
looted and vandalised 
goods worth over Tk 2 
lakh. It was my family’s sole 
income source. Now, I don’t 
know how I’ll look after my 
family,” he said.

Besides, the Loknath 
Temple and two family 
temples were vandalised.

Mohammad Ilias Mia, 
deputy commissioner of 
Sunamganj, said, “Given 
the present context, even a 
house hit with a stick can 
be considered an attack. 

“The Loknath Temple 
was given Tk 50,000, and 
two other family temples 
in the village received Tk 
25,000 each. Besides, 10 

families of Manglargaon 
village received Tk 10,000 
each as compensation.

“To avoid further 
incidents, we had a 
meeting in the upazila. 
We have decided to form 
social committees with 
representatives from 
all religions to work on 
upholding communal 
harmony.” 
VIGILANCE, GLIMMER 
OF HUMANITY
In the aftermath, police 
set up an outpost, and the 
army often patrols the area. 

The steps taken by the 
administration have been 
successful in preventing 
further attacks. Reassured, 
many families, who left on 
the night of December 3, 
have returned.

However, the trauma 
stays. Men of the village still 
stay awake at night to guard 

against further attacks.
“Many families, 

especially women, have not 
returned,” said Birendra 
Das, a village elder. “We 
don’t know when life will 
feel normal again.”

When the situation 
spiralled out of control, 
Maulana Ekramul Haque, 
the Imam of Dowarabazar 
Central Mosque, rushed to 
Manglargaon to help.

“My home is adjacent to 
Manglargaon, and we’ve 
lived in harmony with the 
Hindu community for 
decades,” he said. 

“Islam does not support 
vandalising or looting. 
Although we couldn’t 
save the houses already 
attacked, we tried our 
best to control the mob. 
Otherwise, the destruction 
could have been far worse,” 
added Maulana Ekramul. 

Jamaat ameer
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you call minorities? Don’t 
lecture us on communal 
harmony. This country has 
a long history of communal 
harmony, and the people 
of Bangladesh have always 
demonstrated that.”

The Jamaat ameer 
emphasised that in 
Bangladesh, there is no 
concept of majority and 
minority.

“Everyone is a proud 
citizen of this country,” 
he stated, calling on the 
party leaders and activists 
to unite and work together 
for the betterment of the 
nation’s future.

Hassan Ariff will be remembered
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a vacuum in the Supreme 
Court Bar. He was one of 
the lawyers who worked 
with compassion for the 
country,” he added.

Supreme Court Bar 
Association President 
Barrister A M Mahbub 
Uddin Khokon said no 
one can raise a question 
over Ariff’s integrity as 
he earned respect from 
everyone during his long 
professional career.

Bangladesh Bar Council 
Vice-Chairman Zainul 
Abedin said, “In 2001, 
the then prime minister 
Khaleda Zia asked me to 
find a good lawyer suitable 
for appointing as the 
Attorney General. Later, I 
introduced Hassan Ariff 

to her. Finally, Ariff was 
appointed Attorney General 
and served for a long time.”

He was known as a good 
lawyer in the legal field, 
Zainul said, adding that his 
vacuum cannot be fulfilled 
in the country.

Bangladesh Bar Council 
Enrollment Committee 
Member Ruhul Quddus 
Kajal said, “There are very 
few people who have served 
in important positions in 
the state during both the 
caretaker government and 
the interim government.”

Hassan Ariff was a very 
learned and honest man, 
he said, adding that as the 
Attorney General, he played 
a crucial role in the field of 
law and justice.

International Crimes 

Tribunal Chief Prosecutor 
Muhammad Tajul Islam 
said, “Ariff had many 
dreams for Bangladesh. 
He always thought for the 
country’s welfare.”

Meanwhile, the third 
namaz-e-janaza of Hassan 
Ariff was held at the 
Bangladesh Secretariat on 
the same day.

Environment Adviser 
Syeda Rizwana Hasan and 
Secretary of the Ministry of 
Civil Aviation and Tourism 
Nasreen Jahan attended 
the janaza, among others, 
said an official handout.

While delivering a 
memorial speech after 
paying tribute to Hassan 
Ariff, Rizwana said Hassan 
Ariff was a perfect lawyer 
whose contributions to 

establishing environmental 
justice, in addition 
to his professional 
responsibilities, remained 
unparalleled. 

His professional integrity, 
compassionate outlook, 
and application of law for 
environmental conservation 
stand as an inspiring model 
for all, she said

“As an environmental 
lawyer, whenever I sought 
his guidance, he prioritised 
advising on cases involving 
encroachments of sand, 
hills, and rivers, setting 
aside personal legal 
matters,” she said. 

After the namaz-e-
janaza, various ministries 
paid rich tributes to the 
late adviser Ariff by placing 
wreaths on the coffin.

Political will key to police reforms
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Intelligence agencies, he 
noted, should be subject 
to review to ensure 
accountability.

ASM Nasiruddin Elan, 
director of Odhikar, 
criticised the police for 
serving as political tools to 
suppress opposition and 
perpetuate corruption. 
“False cases and misuse 
of power have become 
systemic issues,” he said, 
doubting political parties’ 
commitment to genuine 
reform.

Shafqat Munir, 
senior research fellow 
at BIPSS, added that the 
militarisationof the police 
has hindered their ability to 
serve the public effectively. 
“Specialised units with 
overlapping roles only create 
inefficiencies,” he said.

Nurul Haq Nur, president 
of Gono Odhikar Parishad, 
highlighted similar issues 
in the judiciary, where 
promotions and positions 
are often dictated by 
political affiliation. “Internal 
democracy within political 
parties is essential for any 
meaningful reform,” he said.

Barrister Andaleeve 
Rahman Partho, president 
of the Bangladesh Jatiya 
Party, called for citizens 
to ensure that future 
governments avoid 
authoritarian tendencies.

Sohrab Hassan, joint 
editor of Prothom Alo, 
pointed out that the July 
uprising brought minimal 
change. He criticised the 

reform commissions for 
lacking inclusivity and 
representation.

“The deaths of police 
officers in recent conflicts 
also need thorough 
investigation,” he added.

Rashna Imam, a Supreme 
Court lawyer, argued that 
the colonial-era Police Act of 
1861 perpetuates a mindset 
of suppression. “Guidelines 
to prevent misuse of the act 
are often ignored, and a lack 
of judicial independence 
exacerbates the crisis,” she 
said.

Former IGP Muhammad 
Nurul Huda emphasised 
that the police must not 
be politicised. “Public 
servants must not become 
private servants of political 
parties,” he said, advocating 
for laws to prevent the 
excessive use of force.

Former Judge Ikteder 
Ahmed highlighted 
systemic failures, citing 
a conviction rate of less 
than five percent in cases 
investigated by the police.

Former IGP Dr M Enamul 
Huq, a member of the Law 
Commission from 2004 to 
2007, proposed forming a 
commission to evaluate the 
implementation of previous 
reform recommendations.

He said one must have 
the courage to say “no” to 
orders from political leaders 
when they conflict with 
their conscience. “Without 
this courage, nothing will 
change,” he said.

The dialogue also 
underscored the need for 

greater transparency and 
accountability.

ANM Muniruzzaman 
called on the media to act 
as independent watchdogs, 
while ASM Nasiruddin Elan 
noted that police reforms 
have been consistently 
hindered by political 
motivations.

AK Azad, publisher 
and editor of Samakal, 
stressed the need for 
binding reforms in law 
enforcement, unaffected by 
political influence. 

He cited the 1974 
killings by Rakkhi Bahini, 
including Siraj Sikder’s 
torture and death, arguing 
that justice then could have 
prevented later atrocities 
like disappearances and 
abductions. 

Azad blamed political 
parties for the decline of 
the police, questioning 
whether the force has 
progressed since 1952. 

He described the July 
uprisings as a result of 
prolonged public frustration. 

Azad proposed 
dissolving the Rapid Action 
Battalion and reallocating 
its resources to police.

Zahir Uddin Swapon, 
adviser to the BNP 
chairperson, questioned 
whether reforms should 
focus on enhancing police 
service or maintaining 
police control.

Naripokkho
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On the other hand, the 
AF Mujibur Rahman 
Foundation, founded in 
1985, supports a wide 
range of institutions and 
activities.

Its primary mission is the 
expansion of educational 
opportunities and 
improvement in the quality 
of education with a special 
emphasis on mathematics.

The release says 
yesterday’s ceremony 
opened with a musical 
performance by noted 
singer Farida Parveen.

Prof Naila Kabeer and 
Prof Perween Hasan then 
spoke on behalf of the 
foundation, while Barrister 
Sara Hossain and Prof 
Firdous Azim spoke on 
behalf of Naripokkho.
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Amar Desh
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jail, he was released on bail 
in November 2016, and he 
went abroad in 2017. He 
lived in exile first in Malaysia 
and then in Turkey.

After over five years, he 
returned to the country 
on September 27 and 
announced the relaunch of 
Amar Desh.

2nd Edition

Three more die 
of dengue
UNB, Dhaka

Three more deaths were reported from dengue in 
24 hours till yesterday morning, raising the number 
of fatalities from the mosquito-borne disease in 
Bangladesh to 561 this year.

According to the Directorate General of Health 
Services (DGHS), recent fatalities have been reported in 
various divisions of the country. One death each occurred 
in the Dhaka South City Corporation, Barishal Division, 
and Khulna Division (outside the city corporations).

During the same period, 141 additional patients were 
hospitalised with viral fever, the DGHS added.

Of them, 35 dengue patients were admitted to 
hospital under Dhaka North City Corporation while 35 
were hospitalised in Dhaka South City Corporation.

As of now, 1,199 patients are receiving treatment in 
hospitals across the country.

Since January 1, 2024, a total of 100,029 dengue 
cases have been reported.

Last year, dengue claimed the lives of 1,705 people, 
making it the deadliest year on record.  According to the 
Directorate General of Health Services (DGHS), there were 
321,179 dengue cases and 318,749 recoveries in 2023.


