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Russia fires 
barrage of 
missiles at Kyiv
One killed; six diplomatic 
missions damaged

AFP, Kyiv

Russian missiles targeted the Ukrainian 
capital Kyiv at sunrise yesterday, killing at 
least one person and cutting heating to 
hundreds of residential buildings in cold 
temperatures.

Moscow said it attacked Ukraine as 
retaliation for a strike using Western 
missiles on a chemical plant in Russia 
earlier in the week. The strikes came as 
Russia’s invasion nears its three-year mark.

The air force said it downed all five 
Iskander missiles Russia launched at the 
capital, but that debris caused damage 
in five districts. “There were explosions 
after explosions in a row,” said 45-year-old 
Ksenia, who was staying at a hotel near the 
site of a wreckage. 

Ukraine said six diplomatic missions 
damaged. The strikes killed a 53-year-
old man and wounded 11 people, most 
suffering from shrapnel wounds. It also 
cut heating to 630 buildings, as well as a 
dozen of medical clinics and schools.

INDIA PARLIAMENT

Rahul faces 
police probe 
over scuffle
REUTERS, New Delhi

India’s Rahul Gandhi is under police 
investigation over a scuffle between 
opposition members of parliament and 
those from Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
ruling Bharatiya Janata Party, which injured 
two lawmakers, police said yesterday.

Police were responding to a BJP 
complaint accusing Gandhi, the 
opposition leader, of pushing and shoving 
BJP lawmakers and causing injuries to two 
of them on Thursday as they protested 
outside parliament house against 
opposition parties.

Gandhi, the Congress party leader, 
already has multiple cases filed against him.

He was briefly disqualified from 
parliament last year after a court 
sentenced him to two years’ imprisonment 
in a defamation case. 

The Supreme Court suspended the 
conviction and he was reinstated as a 
lawmaker.

On Thursday, television channels 
showed one of the injured lawmakers 
being taken from the spot in a wheelchair, 
with a woman pressing a cloth above his 
left eyebrow, which she lifted briefly to 
reveal a bleeding wound.

Trump-backed 
spending deal 
fails in House
US shutdown approaches

REUTERS, Washington

A spending bill backed by Donald Trump failed in 
the US House of Representatives on Thursday as 
dozens of Republicans defied the president-elect, 
leaving Congress with no clear plan to avert a fast-
approaching government shutdown that could 
disrupt Christmas travel.

The vote laid bare fault lines in Trump’s 
Republican Party that could surface again next 
year when they control the White House.

Trump had pressured lawmakers to tie up 
loose ends before he takes office on January 20, 
but members of the party’s right flank refused to 
support a package that would increase spending and 
clear the way for a plan that would add trillions more 
to the federal government’s $36 trillion in debt. 

“I am absolutely sickened by a party that 
campaigns on fiscal responsibility and has the 
temerity to go to the American people and say you 
think this is fiscally responsible,” said Republican 
Representative Chip Roy, one of 38 Republicans 
who voted against the bill. 

The package failed by a vote of 174-235 just 
hours after it was hastily assembled by Republican 
leaders seeking to comply with Trump’s demands. 

Eight dead 
in Greece 
migrant boat 
sinking
AFP, Athens

Greece’s coastguard 
yesterday said at least 
eight people had drowned 
during the pursuit of a 
smuggling speedboat that 
sank in the Aegean Sea.

The coastguard said the 
speedboat had capsized as 
it attempted to flee, adding 
that another 18 people had 
been rescued.

A coastguard statement 
said that the boat driver 
had “lost control” while 
attempting to evade a 
Greek patrol vessel.

The incident occurred 
near the island of Rhodes, 
opposite the Turkish coast 
on a route frequently used 
by migrant smugglers.

Coastguard vessels and 
a helicopter were looking 
for survivors. Greece has 
seen a 25-percent increase 
this year in the number 
of migrants arriving, with 
a 30-percent increase to 
Rhodes and the southeast 
Aegean, according to the 
migration ministry.

People leave the site of a Russian missile strike in central Kyiv, Ukraine yesterday. Russian forces hit military targets in Ukraine 
with long-range high-precision weapons in response to an attack on Russia’s Rostov region this week. PHOTO: REUTERS

Biden cancels 
$4.28bn more in 
student debt

AFP, Washington

US President Joe Biden 
said yesterday he was 
canceling student loans 
for an additional 55,000 
Americans, which would 
amount to wiping out $4.28 

billion in debt in his final 
month in office.

The mass cancellation of 
debt is for “teachers, nurses, 

service members, law enforcement 
officials, and other public service workers who 
have dedicated their lives to giving back to their 
communities,” he said in a statement issued by the 
White House yesterday.

With this new crop of beneficiaries, it would 
mean “nearly 5 million people” have been approved 
for debt relief during Biden’s administration.

“From Day One of my administration, I promised 
to make sure that higher education is a ticket to 
the middle class, not a barrier to opportunity,” the 
president said.

The Democratic president had instated a 
landmark forgiveness program in 2022 to cancel 
hundreds of billions in student debt -- which 
would have made certain borrowers eligible to 
receive $20,000 in cancellations, while the vast 
majority were eligible for $10,000. 

But the conservative-dominated Supreme 
Court overruled the program in 2023.

Time to ‘eradicate’ IS, 
Kurdish fighters in Syria

Says Turkey’s Erdogan; world must ‘re-evaluate’ 
sanctions to help rebuild Syria: UN

AFP, Istanbul

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
yesterday it was time to destroy “terrorist” 
groups that posed a threat to Syria’s survival, 
namely the Islamic State group 
jihadists and Kurdish fighters.

“Daesh, the PKK and their 
affiliates -- which threaten 
the survival of Syria -- must be 
eradicated,” he told journalists 
while returning from a Cairo 
summit, using an Arabic 
acronym for IS.

“It’s time to neutralise the 
existing terrorist organisations 
in Syria.”

Meanwhile, two journalists 
from Turkey’s mainly Kurdish 
southeast have been killed, 
reportedly by a Turkish drone, 
while covering the fighting between an 
Ankara-backed militia and US-backed 
Kurdish fighters in Syria, journalists’ groups 
said yesterday.

Turkey views the Syrian Defence Forces 
(SDF) as a terror organisation because it is 
dominated by the YPG, a Kurdish group it says 
is linked to PKK militants who have fought a 
decades-long insurgency on Turkish soil.

But the US-backed force led the fight against 
the Islamic State group jihadists in Syria in 
2019, with the SDF seen by the US as a “crucial” 
to prevent a jihadist resurgence in the area.

Erdogan said his government was taking 
“preventive measures” against 
groups that posed a threat to 
Turkey. “It is impossible for us 
to accept such a risk,” he said, 
expressing hope Syria’s new 
leaders would not opt to work 
with them.

“We do not think any power 
will continue to work with 
terrorist organisations in the 
upcoming period,” he said.

“The heads of terrorist 
organisations such as IS and 
PKK-YPG ... will be crushed in 

the shortest time possible,” he 
warned. Erdogan also said his top diplomat 
Hakan Fidan would visit Damascus soon, 
following in the footsteps of spy chief Ibrahim 
Kalin who went there just four days after 
Assad’s fall and met with HTS leadership.

Meanwhile, the head of the UN’s migration 
agency said yesterday that the raft of 
international sanctions on Syria must be 
reassessed to help the country rebuild 
following the ousting of Assad.

Pak province aims 
to collect weapons 
to stem clashes
Tribesmen say they would 
not give up their arms

REUTERS, Peshawar

Provincial authorities in northwestern Pakistan said 
yesterday they planned to collect heavy weapons to 
stop sectarian clashes that have killed hundreds, 
but tribesmen in the historically lawless region said 
they would not give up their arms.

Kurram, a tribal district of around 600,000 near 
the border with Afghanistan where federal and 
provincial authorities have traditionally exerted 
limited control, has been a flashpoint for sectarian 
tensions for decades.

Fresh clashes between Sunni and Shia Muslims 
erupted last month, triggering a humanitarian 
crisis with reports of starvation, lack of medicine 
and oxygen shortages following the blocking of the 
main highway connecting Kurram’s main city of 
Parachinar to the provincial capital Peshawar.

Mohammad Ali Saif, spokesman for the 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa provincial government, 
said authorities had decided to dismantle private 
bunkers - observation posts used in the fighting 
by both sides - and collect heavy weapons from 
tribesmen in Kurram to stop the violence.

However, local tribesmen have refused to 
surrender their weapons, citing concerns about 
their safety.

“Our weapons are for self-defence, not against 
the state,” said Jalal Hussain Bangash, a local 
tribal leader.


