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How to revive Dhaka’s canals and fix waterlogging
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did not consider the
demarcation of CS maps. As
a result, residents on both
sides of the canals slowed
down the project by creating
obstacles,” he explained.

“In a recent meeting,
it was decided to consider
only CS maps during the
demarcation of the canals,
and the canals will be dug up
accordingly,” Aminul said.

“If we find even a person
with  legal documents
within the alignment of the
canal, we will remove them
through due process,” he
added.

Meanwhile, the
Executive Committee of the
National Economic Council
(Ecnec) on October 11,
2022, approved a Tk 898.73
crore project to revive four
canals -- Kalunagar, Jirani,

Manda, and Shyampur - to
alleviate Dhaka’s chronic
waterlogging woes.

Aminul said the work has
already started, and they are
hopeful to complete the
project by February 2026.

While such efforts are
promising, experts argued
that authorities must take
tougher measures against
encroachers and ensure
accountability.

Adil Mohammad Khan,
president of the Bangladesh
Institute of Planners (BIP),
said, “Vested interest
groups that destroyed flood
flow zones for housing
or industries must be
penalised. Culpable officials
from Rajuk, the Department
of  Environment (DoE),
and other government
offices should also face
consequences.”
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Environmental laws must
be strengthened to ensure
no one dares to encroach
flood flow zones, he said.

Connectivity ~ between
different  canals, water
bodies and water channels
with flood flow zones should
be restored, he added.

DNCC administrator
Mahmudul said.

“We are cleaning floating
plastic waste and increasing
its depths to increase the
retention  capacity. This
project is ongoing, and we
hope it will be completed
within the next five or six

ROLE OF FLOOD FLOW months,” he said.

ZONES, RETENTION Meanwhile, Adil
PONDS Mohammad Khan urged
Dhaka’s canals do not strict protection of flood
operate in isolation. flow zones, saying, “Any
Retention ponds and flood development must  be
flow zones play a vital role completely restricted in

in holding excess water and
maintaining the natural
flow. However, these lifelines
have also fallen victim to

these zones. Main flood flow
and sub-flood flow zones
should be merged under the
Detailed Area Plan (DAP) to

neglect and encroachment.  safeguard them.”
At Kalyanpur, a TURNING BOX
retention pond meant CULVERTS BACK INTO
to  safeguard ~ Mirpur OPEN CANALS
and adjacent areas from One of the most

waterlogging has been
reduced tojust a fraction of
its recommended capacity.

Originally designed for
514 acres, only 53 acres
have been secured over
three decades.

“We will increase the

controversial decisions in
Dhaka’s drainage history
was the conversion of canals
into box culverts. While
initially seen as a solution
to waterlogging, they have
proven ineffective. Box
culverts quickly accumulate

poor maintenance, reducing
water flow drastically.

Igbal Habib, vice-
president of Bangladesh
Paribesh Andolon (BAPA),
said, “Box culverts are a
faulty design. No country in
the world uses this system.
The government must turn
these back into open canals
to achieve lasting results.”

Fazle Reza  Sumon,
convener of the advisory
council of Bangladesh
Institute of Planners, said
box culverts cannot be an
alternative to canals as they
do not function in the same
way.

“Box culverts obstruct
natural water flow, leading
to gradual sedimentation
that reduces capacity over
time due to alack of regular
maintenance,” he said.
“In contrast, open canals
allow for better water flow
and are easier to clean and
maintain.”

RESTORING CANAL-
RIVER CONNECTIVITY
Reviving Dhaka’s canals
will also require restoring

rivers. Once linked to the
Buriganga, Turag, Balu, and
Shitalakhya rivers, the canals
could seamlessly transport
excess water, said experts.

Today, unplanned
construction of
embankments, sluice gates,
and roads has severed these
links.

Dr Ainun Nishat, a water
resources specialist, called
for the revival of circular
navigation routes.

“The government must
acquire land if necessary
0] restore smooth
navigation and canal-river
connectivity,” he said.

A HOLISTIC APPROACH
Experts  stressed  that
recovering canals and flood
flow zones is only part of the
solution. Dhaka’s drainage
system must also be kept
clean and functional.

Dr Akter Mahmud of BIP
said, “Protecting retention
ponds, recovering canals,
and maintaining drainage
networks -- both surface and
stormwater - are crucial to
reducing waterlogging.”

Chairman Mohammad
Azaz said, “Despite
excavation efforts,

canals are losing water
cover to waste dumping
and encroachment. So,
protecting what remains
is far more critical than
digging new ones.”
PROMISING INITIATIVES
While challenges abound,
there are signs of progress.
DNCC'’s plans for a hydro
eco park at Kalyanpur
envision a retention pond
surrounded by trees,
increasing water-carrying
capacity while maintaining
ecological balance.
Similarly, DNCC'’s
projects to develop canals
like Bounia and Sangbadik
Colony include excavation,
walkways, and improved
vehicular movement.
However, regarding boat
communication, Mahmudul
said it is still possible from
Rampura TV station, but
he is not sure whether they
will be able to create a boat
communication  network
across all the canals as the

insufTicient.

Meanwhile, Adviser
Syeda Rizwana Hasan
remains cautiously
optimistic  about  the
interim government’s

plans to recover canals and
create a blue network -- an
interconnected system of
canals, rivers, and water
retention areas designed
to improve drainage and
restore natural water flow.

“We are anticipating
a final work plan by
December and hope to kick
off implementation in the
new year,” she said.

Preserve food
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concerns about food wastage
and the encroachment on
indigenous lands, while
VC Dilip Kumar Barua
of Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman University
said indigenous food items
are uncontaminated and
pure.

The fair, featuring 18

stalls with indigenous foods
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