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Won’t halt Syria 
military activity 
until Kurd 
fighters ‘disarm’
Says Turkish defence 
ministry source

AFP, Istanbul

Ankara will push ahead with its military 
preparations until Kurdish fighters 
“disarm”, a defence ministry source 
said yesterday, stressing Turkey faces 
an ongoing threat along its border with 
northern Syria.

The comments came as concerns 
grew over a possible Turkish assault on 
the Kurdish-held Syrian border town of 
Kobane, also known as Ain al-Arab, some 50 
kilometres (30 miles) northeast of Manbij.

Turkey has thousands of troops in 
northern Syria and also backs a proxy 
force there which has engaged in ongoing 
clashes with the SDF, a US-backed Kurdish-
led force that Ankara sees as an extension 
of its domestic nemesis, the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party (PKK).

“The threat posed by the terrorist 
organisation to our borders and our 
operation areas in Syria continues,” the 
source said.

“Until the PKK/YPG terrorist 
organisation disarms and its foreign 
fighters leave Syria, our preparations and 
measures will continue within the scope of 
the fight against terrorism.”

Turkey accuses the YPG (the People’s 
Protection Units) -- which makes up the 
bulk of the SDF -- of being affiliated with 
the PKK which both Washington and 
Ankara consider a “terrorist” group.

Since 2016, Ankara has carried out 
several major operations against the SDF.

But Turkey believes Syria’s new rulers 
and Ankara-backed rebels “will liberate 
the regions occupied by the terrorist 
organisation PKK/YPG,” the ministry 
source said.

The fighting between Turkish-backed 
factions and Syrian Kurdish fighers comes 
more than a week after rebels toppled 
Syria’s longtime strongman Bashar al-
Assad.

100 N Korean soldiers 
dead in Ukraine war
Says South Korea; 1,000 more injured
REUTERS, SEOUL

At least 100 North Korean troops 
deployed to Russia have been killed 
with another 1,000 injured in combat 
against Ukrainian forces in intense 
fighting in the Kursk region, a South 
Korean lawmaker said yesterday citing 
the country’s spy agency.

The heavy losses are attributed 
to the lack of experience by North 
Korean troops in drone warfare and 
unfamiliarity with the open terrain 
where they are taking part in the battle, 
a member of parliament Lee Seong-
kweun told reporters.

Lee was speaking after a closed-door 
briefing by the National Intelligence 
Service (NIS) to parliament.

The discrepancy in the estimate of 
the troops killed from that made by a 

US military official who cited several 
hundred casualties is because of the 
relatively conservative analysis by the NIS, 
Lee said.  “There was a report that there 
have been at least 100 deaths and the 
injured are approaching 1,000,” he said. 

There are indications that the North 
is preparing for additional deployment, 
Lee said, including intelligence of 
the country’s leader Kim Jong Un 
overseeing training. 

The report echoed comments by 
US and Ukrainian officials that North 
Korean losses are heavy and that Russia 
was using them in large numbers in 
assaults in Kursk, a Russian region 
where Ukraine launched a cross-border 
incursion in August.

More than 10,000 North Korean 
troops have been deployed to help 
Russia in the war.

Myanmar junta 
pushed polls 
plan in talks with 
neighbours
Sri Lanka navy to aid boat 
of 100 Rohingya refugees

REUTERS, Bangkok

The top diplomat of Myanmar’s ruling junta 
briefed neighbouring countries on its plans to 
hold an election next year amid an escalating civil 
war, including potentially inviting foreign poll 
observers, Thai officials said yesterday.

The junta’s Foreign Minister Than Swe outlined 
a political roadmap and progress on election 
preparations, including a population census 
and registration of 53 political parties, said Thai 
Foreign Minister Maris Sangiampongsa.

“He said there is an intention to invite foreign 
(election) observers, such as from neighbouring 
countries,” Maris told reporters, referring to Than 
Swe and providing details of a rare explanation to 
the international community by the Myanmar junta.

Meanwhile, Sri Lanka’s navy said yesterday 
it was heading to aid a group of around 100 
Rohingya refugees from war-torn Myanmar adrift 
in a fishing trawler off the Indian Ocean island.

Five killed 
as Indian 
soldiers battle 
rebels in J&K
AFP, Srinagar

Indian security forces in 
Kashmir yesterday killed 
at least five suspected 
gunmen in ongoing 
clashes, the army said, the 
latest outbreak of violence 
in the disputed Muslim-
majority Himalayan region.

“Five terrorists have been 
neutralised by the security 
forces in the ongoing 
operation”, the Indian 
army’s Chinar Corps said, 
adding that two soldiers 
had been wounded in the 
firefight.

Half a million Indian 
troops are deployed in 
the far northern region, 
battling a 35-year 
insurgency in which tens 
of thousands of civilians, 
soldiers and rebels have 
been killed, including at 
least 120 this year.

MASS RAPE TRIAL

Pelicot’s ex-
husband
jailed for 20 
yrs in France 
REUTERS, Avignon

A French court yesterday 
found all 51 defendants 
guilty in a drugging-and-
rape case that horrified the 
world and transformed the 
victim, Gisele Pelicot, into a 
stirring symbol of resilience 
and courage.

Pelicot’s ex-husband 
of 50 years, Dominique 
Pelicot, had pleaded guilty 
to drugging her repeatedly 
for almost a decade to rape 
her and to offer up her 
unconscious body for sex 
to dozens of strangers.

A panel of five judges 
sentenced him to the 
maximum 20 years in jail.

Supporters of various left-wing organisations shout slogans during a protest at Freedom Park in Bengaluru, 
India yesterday, condemning Home Minister Amit Shah’s remarks on Indian social reformer Dr B R Ambedkar in 
Parliament.

Yemeni firefighters douse oil tanks with water at a power station that was hit by an Israeli airstrike in the Houthi-run capital 
Sanaa yesterday. PHOTO: AFP
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US imposes more 
sanctions over Pak 
missile program
Islamabad terms the move 
‘biased’

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan’s government 
said yesterday that US 
sanctions imposed on 
state-owned and private 
companies over its long-
range ballistic missile 

programme were “biased” 
and had “dangerous 

implications” for regional 
stability.
The United States announced 

on Wednesday that four Pakistan 
companies would be hit by the measures “in light 
of the continuing proliferation threat of Pakistan’s 
long-range missile development”.

The South Asian nation became one of the 
few countries to openly possess nuclear weapons 
in 1998, more than two decades after India, its 
neighbour and arch-rival with which it has fought 
several wars, announced its atomic capabilities.

Israel committing 
‘acts of genocide’

Says HRW over restriction of Gaza water supply
REUTERS, The Hague

Human Rights Watch (HRW) said yesterday 
that Israel has killed thousands of Palestinians 
in Gaza by denying them clean water which it 
says legally amounts to acts of genocide and 
extermination.

“This policy, inflicted as part of a mass killing 
of Palestinian civilians 
in Gaza, means Israeli 
authorities have committed 
the crime against humanity 
of extermination, which 
is ongoing. This policy 
also amounts to an ‘act of 
genocide’ under the Genocide Convention of 
1948,” Human Rights Watch said in its report.

Israel has repeatedly rejected any 
accusation of genocide, saying it has respected 
international law and has a right to defend 
itself after the cross-border Hamas-led attack 
from Gaza on October 7, 2023.

In a statement on X, Israel’s foreign 
ministry wrote: “The truth is the complete 

opposite of HRW’s lies.”
Although the report described the 

deprivation of water as an act of genocide, 
it noted that proving the crime of genocide 
against Israeli officials would also require 
establishing their intent. It cited statements 
by some senior Israeli officials which it said 
suggested they “wish to destroy Palestinians” 

which means the 
deprivation of water “may 
amount to the crime of 
genocide”.

In a separate report 
released yesterday, Doctors 
Without Borders (MSF) 

accused Israel of causing widespread devastation 
in Gaza and noted “signs of ethnic cleansing” in 
the north of the Palestinian territory.

“What we have found is that the Israeli 
government is intentionally killing 
Palestinians in Gaza by denying them the 
water that they need to survive,” Lama Fakih, 
Human Rights Watch Middle East director 
told a press conference.

MSF accuses 
Israel of ‘ethnic 

cleansing’ in Gaza

Turkey backs a proxy 
force in northern Syria 
which has engaged in 
ongoing clashes with 

US-backed SDF


