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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

The reservoir crisis in Khulna city is escalating 
day by day, posing significant threats to the 
environment, public health, and residents’ quality 
of life, said speakers at a seminar yesterday.

Once home to thousands of ponds and 
reservoirs, the city’s water bodies have dwindled 
to just over a hundred, raising concerns about 
sustainability and ecological balance.

The seminar on “The Current Situation of 
Ponds and Water Bodies in Khulna City and 
Conservation Measures,” was organised by the 
Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers Association 
at the Khulna DC office hall room.

The seminar highlighted that only 171 reservoirs 
remain across the city’s 31 wards, many of which 
are either unusable or have been reduced to 
garbage dumps.

Mahfuzur Rahman Mukul, BELA’s divisional 
coordinator, illustrated the gravity of the crisis by 
citing examples of lost reservoirs. 

For instance, the site of the Royal hotel was once 
known as Ananta Mallik’s Pond, he said, adding 
that today, Rotaber Pond has been replaced by 
Hotel Castle Salam. 

He further said similarly, the one-and-a-half-
kilometer stretch between Shibbari intersection and 
Moylapota was once home to 25 ponds, all of which 
have been filled in to construct multi-story buildings.

Md Sadiqul Islam, director of DAE, Khulna 
Divisional Office, said the destruction of 
reservoirs is increasing the temperature of the 
city, destroying biodiversity, and threatening the 
ecosystem.

Mohammed Saiful Islam, deputy commissioner 
of Khulna; Anwarul Kadir, civil society member; 
and Gouranga Nandy, chairman of CEPR (Center 
of Environment and Participatory Research), also 
spoke at the seminar.

Reservoir crisis 
poses threat to 
environment
Speakers tell seminar

Chief Justice for 
‘meaningful reforms’
UNB, Dhaka

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed yesterday renewed 
his commitment to implement meaningful reforms 
in the judiciary.

“I reaffirm my staunch resolve to implement 
meaningful reforms and build a judiciary that 
commands the confidence of the public,” he said 
addressing a discussion on Supreme Court Day 2024.

The Chief Justice said he declared a reform roadmap 
on September 21, laying out a blueprint for institutional 
reform aimed at restoring public trust, ensuring 
efficiency, and upholding judicial independence.

He said, “A judiciary that lacks administrative and 
financial independence cannot remain impartial, nor 
can it deliver justice with the swiftness that society 
demands.”

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday placed 
former NBR Chairman Md 
Nazibur Rahman on a three-day 
remand in connection with the 
killing of BNP activist Mokbul in 
Dhaka’s Paltan area on December 
7, 2022.

During the hearing, he told 
the court that neglect and lack of 
proper treatment in jail custody 
have caused permanent damage 
to one of his eyes.

Denying any involvement with 
the incident, he pleaded for bail, 
citing the need for urgent medical 
attention.

“Before my arrest, I had been 

suffering from an eye problem. 
Since my detention, I have not 
been able to take medicine 
regularly. Moreover, due to a 
lack of proper treatment, one 
of my eyes has been completely 
damaged. I was not involved in 
the incident. So, I plead with the 
court to cancel the remand prayer 
and grant my bail petition so that 
I can seek proper treatment,” 
Nazibur said.

After hearing, Dhaka 
Metropolitan Magistrate Md 
Sharifur Rahman placed him on a 
three-day remand while directing 
jail authorities to provide him 
with appropriate medical care in 
accordance with the Jail Code.

BNP MAN KILLING

Ex-NBR chairman 
remanded for 3 days

Youth killed 
in Ctg
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Ctg

A youth was stabbed to 
death allegedly by his 
rivals in Chattogram on 
Tuesday night following 
a dispute over collecting 
and selling discarded 
food waste.

The incident occurred 
near the Halishahar-
Anandabazar landfill.

The victim -- Jasim 
Uddin, 25, from 
Bhola -- worked at 
the Chattogram City 
Corporation landfill.

Bandar police OC 
Muhammad Sultan 
Ahsan said the 
altercation broke out 
when Jasim confronted 
rival waste collectors. 

During the brawl, he 
was stabbed in the neck.

A video circulating 
on social media claimed 
Jasim was involved in 
the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement, 
but movement leaders 
denied any connection.

Jasim’s uncle, 
Bashir Uddin, said the 
conflict stemmed from 
competition over waste 
collection. 

Fishermen cook in a small boat on the Shibsa River in the western Sundarbans of Khulna. They earn 
their livelihood by catching fish and crabs in the region’s canals and rivers, braving harsh weather 
and life-threatening risks after obtaining permits from the Forest Department. During these trips, 
they spend days living, cooking, and sleeping in their small boats. The photo was taken yesterday.
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S DILIP ROY, Lalmonirhat

On paper, the concept of a fully 
digital Bangladesh can sound 
wonderful. In many cases, it promises 
an exciting future where we can be rid 
of long queues 
and time-
con s u m i n g 
government 
applications.

However , 
for those unfamiliar with the digital 
realm, the process can be daunting 
and often times difficult to adopt.

For example, the applications for 
government incentives, paying taxes 
and land disputes are all online now. 
However, farmers are not used to 
using computers or even navigating 

the digital landscape. 
As a result, they often have to 

rely on others to access these 
services, leaving them in a 
difficult predicament.

Thankfully, four 
young freelancers 
in Lalmonirhat 
have come forward 
to support these 

farmers with their 
expertise. They 

developed their skills at the IT centre 
at Chaparhat area of Kaliganj upazila 
in Lalmonirhat. They are providing 
training and familiarising farmers 
with using computers and navigating 
the internet. Alongside this, they are 
also working to empower people 
by providing training for those 

interested in freelancing.
The four youths are Sujan Kumar 

Roy, Sayed Abul Kashem, Bishal Roy 
and Dipak Barman. 

All of them have been engaged 
in freelancing for the last 7-8 years. 
Their success in the industry has 
inspired numerous others to also 
turn to freelancing as a career.

One farmer from Dalgram village, 

Four freelancers empower 
farmers with digital skills
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