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Can’t save all rivers
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roundtable, titled “Impact 
of Climate Change on 
Agriculture and Way 
Forward,” organised by the 
Bangladesh Agriculture 
Reporters’ Forum, at Jatiya 
Press Club.

However, she said they 
have initiated the process 
of evicting grabbers and 
identified 21 canals in 
Dhaka where they will start 
the eviction process soon.

The adviser said the 
fertility of around 78 
percent of land has reduced 
due to the excessive use 
of chemical fertiliser and 
pesticides.

She urged a strict 
policy regarding the use of 
pesticides and chemicals in 
food production.

Mohammad Emdad 
Ullah Mian, secretary of 
agriculture ministry, said 
they are developing an app 
named “Khamari” to help 
calculate the amount of 

fertiliser required and which 
crops will grow by how 
much depending on the 
farmer’s land, its fertility, 
and weather conditions.

Abdul Awal Mintu, former 
president of Federation of 
Bangladesh Chambers of 
Commerce and Industry, 
said, “We don’t have a 
chance to increase land, 
but we can increase our 
production by increasing 
the productivity by adopting 
new technologies.”

Dr Ali Afzal, general 
secretary of Bangladesh 
Seed Association, said 
increasing temperatures, 
water scarcity, irregular 
rainfall, prolonged 
droughts, and reduction 
in groundwater levels 
are severely damaging 
agricultural production.

Rafiqul Islam Sabuj, 
president of Bangladesh 
Agriculture Reporters’ 
Forum, presided over the 
discussion.

Hajj registration
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According to the notice, 
the deadline was extended 
considering special 
circumstances and 
requests from hajj agencies 
and pilgrims.

However, it was stated 
that no further extensions 
will be granted after this.

As of yesterday, 
around 53,828 hajj quota 
remained unfulfilled as the 
previous deadline for hajj 
registration for the next 
year ended on December 
15, sources at the hajj office 
at the city’s Ashkona Hajj 
Camp told The Daily Star.

The sources said around 
4,759 pilgrims completed 
their hajj registration 
under the government 
hajj management, while 
68,611 completed their 
registration under the 
private hajj management.

As per the agreement 
between Bangladesh and 
Saudi Arabia, 1.27 lakh 
Bangladeshi pilgrims can 
perform Hajj in 2025. 
Among them, 10,198 
will be managed by the 
government, while the rest 
will go through private 
agencies.

In this situation, the 
Hajj Agencies Association 
of Bangladesh (HAAB), a 
platform of around 1,500 
private hajj agencies, 
expressed frustration as a 
large portion of the quota 
remains unfulfilled, leading 
to significant business 
losses.

However, HAAB leaders 
yesterday welcomed the 
government’s decision to 
extend the deadline.

Mikel Changma lodges complaint
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The prosecutor told 
journalists that they 
accepted Mikel’s 
complaint and will begin 
an investigation into the 
matter soon.

“Mikel was detained in 
a secret detention centre, 
known as ‘Aynaghar.’ He 
was freed after five years 
and four months,” said 
Tajul.

“Michael shared his 

abduction pattern and his 
experience in Aynaghar. 
We are confirmed that he 
was a victim of enforced 
disappearance, which 
systematically took place 
during the previous 
government,” he added. 

While addressing the 
media, Mikel described how 
he was abducted, where he 
was taken, what he faced 
during the detention, and 
how he was tortured. 

“During interrogation, 
among many other things, 
they questioned me about 
the Khagrachhari rally in 
2013. Supporters of our 
organisation had blocked 
the road, causing a two-
hour delay for the rally, 
which was attended by 
Sheikh Hasina. At the rally, 
Hasina threatened to take 
action against those who 
obstructed the rally,” said 
Mikel. 

Only 3pc teachers
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Most parents who 
participated in the 
study thought that their 
children’s opinions were 
not valuable. 

Children with disabilities 
and children from 
indigenous communities 
are particularly falling 
behind, the study notes. 

It said around 60 percent 
of children with disabilities 
do not attend school, which 
is attributed to societal 
and personal obstacles, 
alongside infrastructural 
limitations. Lack of 
awareness and motivation 
among parents also play a 
massive role here.

Meanwhile, tailored 
teaching methods are 
not used while teaching 
children from indigenous 
communities who do not 
use Bangla as their first 
language, which creates a 
massive obstacle. 

The study also made 
several recommendations 
to enhance the quality of 
education, recommending 
the development of 
scientific learning 
materials for early 
childhood, while localising 
learning materials and 
teacher training.

The study also advocated 
for increasing awareness 
among parents regarding 
children’s rights and well-
being. 

It also recommended 
designing a Child-Centered 
Social Support (CCSS) 

programme for vulnerable 
children and establishing 
School Counselling 
Systems (SCS) in schools

The need for systemic 
reform and collaboration 
among government bodies, 
NGOs, and communities 
was also emphasised. 

At the event, Abdur 
Rahim, director of 
programme at Educo 
Bangladesh, emphasised 
creating a safer and more 
equitable world for all 
children in Bangladesh.

Speaking as chief guest, 
Mamtaz Ahmed, senior 
secretary of Ministry of 
Women and Children 
Affairs, said, “We have the 
responsibility to ensure 
every child in Bangladesh 
grows up safe, healthy, and 
empowered.”

Anwar Hossain, director 
general of NGO Affairs 
Bureau, was also present as 
special guest.

Prioritise
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“Thousands of our leaders 
and workers suffered both 
physically and financially. 
Their homes and 
businesses were attacked 
and damaged. You will not 
forget these injustices. But 
if you want to respond, you 
must work to implement 
the 31-point outline,” 
Tarique said.

He said the 31-point 
proposal must also be 
implemented to counter 
the conspirators, both at 
home and abroad, who 
do not want democracy 
to flourish in Bangladesh 
and who seek to prevent 
the political and economic 
success of its people. 

The BNP leader said 
people’s right to vote must 
be restored as part of the 
response to these plotters. 

“Let’s take a vow that just 
as we’ll take the 31-point 
proposal to the people, we 
will also make it a success 
to respond to the autocrats 
and plotters. We must also 
devise plans to maintain 
the trust and confidence of 
the people,” he said. 

“We’ll restrain ourselves 
from any activities 
that could damage the 
reputation of our party, 
and we urge our colleagues 
to avoid actions that would 
damage public trust in 
us and harm our party’s 
image,” he said.

Tarique also urged his 
party leaders and workers 
not to engage in activities 
that people disapprove of.

Domestic workers
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Rasheda K Choudhury, 
executive director of 
CAMPE, mentioned that 
domestic workers lack 
rights, dignity and security. 
Since there is no legal 
recognition, no field can be 
created for them. In the case 
of child domestic workers, 
this situation is even 
worse. Syed Sultan Uddin 
Ahmed, executive director 
of the Bangladesh Institute 
of Labour Studies and 
chairperson of the Labour 
Reform Commission, said, 
“Most house helps are 
migrants who come to the 
capital from various cities 
and villages. They are also 
the ones subjected to the 
most harassment and 
torture. If we had a register 
of all these workers, it 
would help us to track 
them and reduce multiple 
complications. Moreover, 
they should be included in 
the government’s equality 
scheme. Additionally, they 

should be given various 
trainings to improve their 
skills.”

“If we truly want 
a Bangladesh free of 
discrimination, we 
must first eliminate this 
discrimination that exists 
in every household,” he 
added.

Dr Fouzia Moslem, 
president of Bangladesh 
Mahila Parishad, stressed 
the need for recognising 
care services and the value 
of domestic helps.

Shirin Parveen Haq, 
founding member 
of Naripokkho and 
Abul Hossain, acting 
coordinator of Domestic 
Workers Rights Network 
also spoke at the event 
moderated by Muhammad 
Tanjim Ferdous, in-charge 
of NGO and Foreign 
Mission at The Daily Star.

*Names have been changed 
to protect the identities of 
the individuals.
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Four freelancers
FROM PAGE 5

Bijendranath Roy, 67, told 
The Daily Star that they 
were struggling to access 
government services due 
to their lack of knowledge 
about computers and the 
internet. Thanks to these 
four youths, they are now 
able to acquire knowledge 
to use computers and apply 
for the services they need.

Musa Mia, 62, another 
farmer from Chalbala 
village, echoed the same.

Sujan Kumar Roy told 
The Daily Star that they are 

providing free computer 
and online training to 
farmers out of a sense of 
responsibility. They are 
also providing freelancing 
training to young people 
for free. So far, 100 farmers 
and 100 youth have 
accessed these trainings in 
just three months.

Sayed Abul Kashem said 
that it is their dream to 
make sure that all farmers 
and youngsters from their 
area are skilled at using 
computers and navigating 
the digital space.


