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As bitcoin soars
FROM PAGE B4

The payment option 
remains largely symbolic. 
Retailers usually reconvert 
the funds to euros or dollars 
to offset risks of volatility, 
while for most shoppers, 
payment methods are seen 
overall as “something that’s 
been solved” already by 
such transaction platforms 
as PayPal or Venmo, said 
O’Neill.

But for bitcoin investors 
who have seen a strong 
rise in the value of their 
investment, luxury goods 
- a designer handbag 
or high-end watch - are 
an obvious choice for 
diversifying one’s portfolio, 
analysts say.

In a sign of growing 
interest from designer 
labels, Balenciaga recently 
issued a leather card holder 
designed to hold “Stax” 
hardware from crypto 
wallet company Ledger. 
The black leather accessory, 
which retails for 350 euros 
($368), includes a keychain 
and Eiffel Tower charm, 
and an NFC chip fitted 

underneath the brand logo. 
Ledger’s Stax Crypto 

hardware, its recently 
developed higher-end 
hardware with a curved 
touch screen, sells for $399 
at Best Buy. The company’s 
“Flex” hardware, which 
resembles a mini Amazon 
Kindle, sells for $249 while 
the “Nano” version, which 
looks like a USB key, sells 
for $79.

REACHING YOUNGER 

CLIENTELE

Gregory Boutte, chief 
client and digital officer 
for luxury conglomerate 
Kering, has described the 
group’s strategy when it 
comes to technology as 
“test and learn” rather 
than “wait and see.” He 
emphasised the embrace 
of new technologies as key 
to reaching younger and 
Asian clientele.

Kering’s star label, 
Gucci, has since 2022 
made purchases 
available through 10 
cryptocurrencies for most 
of its products in the 
United States.

PRICES OF KEY ESSENTIALS 
IN DHAKA CITY

Fine rice (kg)

Coarse rice (kg)

Loose flour (kg)

Lentil (kg)

Soybean (litre)

Potato (kg)

Onion (kg)

Egg (4 pcs)

PRICE 
(DEC 18, 

2024)

Tk 68-Tk 80

Tk 50-Tk 55

Tk 40-Tk 45

Tk 105-Tk 110

Tk 163-Tk 165

Tk 65-Tk 80

Tk 80-Tk 125

Tk 47-Tk 50

% CHANGES 
FROM A 

MONTH AGO 

0

-1.87

0

0

-4.09

3.57

-26.79

-3.06

% CHANGE 
FROM A 

YEAR AGO

13.85

7.17

-10.53

0

4.13

26.09

-21.15

7.95

SOURCE: TCB

BDCOM Online 
declares 10% 
dividends
STAR BUSINESS DESK

BDCOM Online Limited announced 10 percent dividends, 
including a 5 percent cash dividend, for the year that 
ended on June 30, 2024.

The announcement came at the Dhaka-based 
internet service provider’s 28th annual general meeting 
(AGM), which was held virtually on Tuesday, said a press 
conference.

Wahidul Haque Siddiqui, chairman of the company, 
presided over the meeting.

The shareholders approved audited financial 
statements, auditors report and directors’ report thereon 
for the year in the AGM.

Air Vice Marshal (retd) Muhammad Nazrul Islam, 
managing director of the company, along with directors, 
chief financial officer, independent director and a large 
number of shareholders joined the meeting. 

Wahidul Haque Siddiqui, chairman of BDCOM Online, presides over the company’s 28th annual general 
meeting, which was held virtually on Tuesday. The meeting announced 10 percent dividends, including a 5 
percent cash dividend, for 2024.  PHOTO: BDCOM ONLINE

Union Bank organises 
executive committee 

meeting
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Union Bank PLC recently arranged the 4th meeting of the 
newly formed executive committee of the bank at its head 
office in the capital’s Gulshan.

Md Fariduddin Ahmad, chairman of the executive 
committee of the bank, presided over the meeting, according 
to a press release.

Md Humayun Kabir and Md Shahidul Islam Zahid, 
members of the executive committee of the bank, Shafiuddin 
Ahmed, managing director (current charge) of the bank, and 
Md Jahangir Alam, deputy managing director, among others, 
were also present.

Md Fariduddin Ahmad, chairman of the executive committee of Union Bank PLC, presides over the 4th 
meeting of the newly formed executive committee of the bank at its head office in the capital’s Gulshan 
recently.  PHOTO: UNION BANK

Kohinoor Chemical 
announces 60% 

dividends
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Kohinoor Chemical Company (BD) Limited declared 
60 percent dividends, including a 50 percent cash 
dividend, for the financial year that ended on June 
30, 2024.

The declaration came at the company’s 37th 
annual general meeting (AGM), which was held 
virtually recently, the company said in a press release. 

Mohammad Obaidul Karim, chairman of 
the company, presided over the meeting. The 
shareholders unanimously approved the audited 
financial statements of the company in the AGM. 

Md Rezaul Karim, managing director of the 
company, Md Ebadul Karim, director, Prof Anwar 
Hossain and Quazi Mamun-Ul-Asraf, independent 
directors, Md Kamruzzaman, company secretary, 
and Mohd Shamim Kabir, chief financial officer, 
among others, also attended the meeting.

Mohammad Obaidul Karim, chairman of Kohinoor 
Chemical Company (BD), presides over the 
company’s 37th annual general meeting (AGM), 
which was held virtually recently. The meeting 
declared 60 percent dividends, including a 50 
percent cash dividend, for 2024.  

PHOTO: KOHINOOR CHEMICAL

Prime Bank gets first 
female independent 
director
STAR BUSINESS DESK

Nazia Kabir, a partner 
at the legal advisory 
firm “Syed Ishtiaq 
Ahmed & Associates” 
and an advocate at the 
High Court Division 
of the Supreme Court 
of Bangladesh, has 
recently joined Prime 
Bank PLC as the first female independent director.

Nazia is a member of both the Bangladesh 
Supreme Court Bar Association and the Dhaka 
Bar Association, the bank said in a press release.

With over two decades of experience, she has 
been providing legal counsel on various matters, 
including company and banking law, project 
financing and public-private partnerships, 
mergers and acquisitions, mediation and 
arbitration proceedings.

Nazia Kabir


