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Rebel group 
recaptures 
its HQ after 
30 years
AFP, Bangkok

A Myanmar ethnic rebel 
group said yesterday 
it had recaptured its 
headquarters from 
the Myanmar military, 
almost 30 years after it 
was forced out.

Karen National Union 
(KNU) fighters had seized 
Manerplaw on the Thai 
border following days of 
fighting, KNU leader Saw 
Thamain Tun told AFP.

Myanmar junta troops 
“still want to take it back 
and they used drones 
and tried to bomb our 
troops,” he said. “But, 
our troops took the base 
already,” he said.

For years Manerplaw 
was the headquarters 
of the KNU’s decades-
long armed struggle 
for rights for the Karen 
minority and home 
to other dissident 
politicians opposing 
Myanmar’s then-junta.

Following a split 
within the Christian-
majority KNU, the 
junta and a breakaway 
Buddhist faction 
captured the base in 
1995, sending thousands 
fleeing into Thailand.

China ready 
to enhance 
mutual trust 
with India
Says foreign 
ministry ahead of 
border talks

REUTERS, Beijing

China is ready to work with 
India to enhance mutual 
trust through dialogue 
and communication, and 
manage differences with 
sincerity and integrity, 
the foreign ministry said 
yesterday.

Lin Jian, a ministry 
spokesperson, made the 
remarks when asked 
about the upcoming talks 
between Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi and 
Indian National Security 
Adviser Ajit Doval this 
week on border issues.

Wang and Doval are 
set to meet in Beijing 
today in a resumption of 
talks under their “special 
representatives dialogue” 
mechanism since deadly 
border clashes soured ties 
four years ago.

“China stands ready 
to work with India to 
implement the important 
consensus reached by the 
two countries’ leaders, 
respect each other’s 
core interests and major 
concerns... and bring 
bilateral relations back 
to a stable and healthy 
development track at an 
early date,” Lin said.

Chinese President Xi 
Jinping met Indian Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
in Russia in October just 
days after the two countries 
reached a deal on patrolling 
their disputed frontier to 
end military stand-off.

Both leaders agreed to 
boost communications 
and resolve conflicts and 
differences, directing their 
officials to take further 
steps to stabilise all aspects 
of bilateral ties. 

100,000 bodies found 
in Syrian mass grave

Says advocacy group; Jolani says rebel factions to be ‘disbanded’
AGENCIES

The head of a US-based Syrian 
advocacy organisation has said 
that a mass grave outside of 
Damascus contained the bodies of 
at least 100,000 people killed by 
the former government of ousted 
president Bashar al-Assad.

Mouaz Moustafa, speaking to 
Reuters in a telephone interview 
from Damascus on Monday, said 
the site at al Qutayfah, 25 miles (40 
km) north of the Syrian capital, 
was one of five mass graves that he 
had identified over the years. 

“One hundred thousand is the 
most conservative estimate” of 
the number of bodies buried at 
the site, said Moustafa, head of 

the Syrian Emergency Task Force. 
“It’s a very, very extremely almost 
unfairly conservative estimate.”

Moustafa said that he is sure 
there are more mass graves than 
the five sites, and that along 
with Syrians victims included US 
and British citizens and other 
foreigners.

Reuters was unable to confirm 
Moustafa’s allegations.

Hundreds of thousands of 
Syrians are estimated to have been 
killed since 2011, when Assad’s 
crackdown on protests against his 
rule grew into a full-scale civil war.

Meanwhile, the leader of the 
rebel group that toppled Assad 
said Monday that rebel factions 
in war-torn Syria would be 
“disbanded”, reports AFP.

HTS leader Abu Mohammed 
al-Jolani said on the group’s 
Telegram channel that all the rebel 
factions “would “be disbanded and 
the fighters trained to join the 
ranks of the defence ministry”.
He stressed the need to end “all 
sanctions imposed on Syria so 
that Syrians can return to their 
country”.

India’s BJP 
tables bill to hold 
simultaneous 
mega polls
Opposition parties 
condemn the move

AFP, New Delhi

India’s ruling party yesterday tabled a 
parliamentary bill to synchronise state and 
national elections, a proposal that would vastly 
extend what is already the world’s largest 
democratic exercise.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) say the concurrent 
polls proposed by the “One Nation, One Election” 
bill would cut costs, but opposition parties 
condemned the move as bid to bolster power.

The bill “proposes aligning the election cycles” 
of the national parliament in New Delhi with 
state assemblies, India’s justice ministry said in a 
statement yesterday.

“By synchronising these electoral timelines, the 
approach aims to address logistical challenges, 
reduce costs, and minimise disruptions caused by 
frequent elections,” it added.

“This would allow voters to cast their ballots for 
both tiers of government on the same day in their 
constituencies, though voting could still occur in 
phases across the country.”

Main opposition party Congress said yesterday 
it “firmly, totally, comprehensively” rejects the 
bill, with spokesperson Jairam Ramesh calling it 
“unconstitutional”. 

MK Stalin, chief minister of the southern state 
of Tamil Nadu, said the bill was “impractical” and 
would drive India “into the perils of (a) unitary form 
of governance, killing its diversity”.

The All India Trinamool Congress claimed the 
bill was “nothing but a power grab disguised as 
electoral reform”. 

CYCLONE-HIT MAYOTTE

Authorities race 
to stop hunger, 
disease
22 killed, over 1400 hurt

REUTERS, Moroni

Authorities in Mayotte were racing yesterday to stop 
hunger, disease and lawlessness from spreading in 
the French overseas territory after the weekend’s 
devastating cyclone, while Mozambique reported 
dozens of deaths from the storm. 

Hundreds or even thousands could be dead in 
Mayotte, which took the strongest hit from Cyclone 
Chido, French officials have said. The storm laid 
waste to large parts of the archipelago off east 
Africa, France’s poorest overseas territory, before 
striking continental Africa. 

With many parts of Mayotte still inaccessible and 
some victims buried before their deaths could be 
officially counted, it may take days to discover the 
full extent of the destruction. 

So far, 22 deaths and more than 1,400 injuries 
have been confirmed, Ambdilwahedou Soumaila, 
the mayor of the capital Mamoudzou, told Radio 
France Internationale yesterday morning.

“The priority today is water and food,” Soumaila 
said. “There are people who have unfortunately died 
where the bodies are starting to decompose that can 
create a sanitary problem.” 

“We don’t have electricity. When night falls, there 
are people who take advantage of that situation.”

Protesters hold placards reading “Arrest Insurrectionist Yoon Suk Yeol!” during a demonstration calling for 
the punishment of South Korea President Yoon Suk Yeol near the presidential residence in Seoul, South Korea 
yesterday. Investigators probing Yeol’s short-lived martial law declaration failed to gain entry to his office to 
seek evidence yesterday after presidential office security staff denied them entry. PHOTO: AFP

Site is one of 5 mass graves 
identified over the years

Victims were people 
tortured, killed by Assad govt


