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HC questions 
government 
on protection 
failure
STAFF CORRESPONDENT, 
Cox’s Bazar

The High Court issued 
a ruling yesterday 
questioning why the 
failure to protect 643 
acres of Teknaf reserve 
forest land in Cox’s 
Bazar from destruction 
and encroachment 
should not be declared 
unconstitutional, illegal, 
and against public 
interest.

In the ruling, the 
court also inquired why 
directives should not 
be issued to ensure the 
proper preservation 
and restoration of the 
reserved forest land 
by evicting existing 
encroachers.

A d d i t i o n a l l y , 
the court sought 
clarification on why 
appropriate legal action 
should not be taken 
against the encroachers 
and the responsible 
forest department 
officials.

The court instructed 
the Chief Conservator 
of Forests, the 
Chittagong Region 
Forest Conservator, the 
Divisional Forest Officer 
of the South Forest 
Division, Cox’s Bazar, 
and the range officers 
of Sheelkhali and 
Panerchhara Range to 
prepare and submit an 
eviction and restoration 
plan within six months, 
determining the extent 
of damage caused by 
illegal encroachment.

Following the 
preliminary hearing of 
a public interest case 
filed by the Bangladesh 
Environmental Lawyers 
Association (BELA), 
the HC division bench 
comprising Justice 
Fatema Najib and Justice 
Shikdar Mahmudur 
Razi passed the order.
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KADERIA BAHINI  

The wonder of guerilla 
warfare in 1971

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

In 1971, the people of Bangladesh 
united to fight the occupying 
Pakistani forces and their local 
collaborators.

Against the powerful Pakistani 
military, which was armed with 
advanced weaponry, armaments, 
artillery and tanks, the Bangladeshi 
people hardly had any means to fight 
back. As such, they adopted guerrilla 
warfare by forming small groups of 
freedom fighters, armed with their 
bravery and die hard valour. 

One such guerilla groups was the 
famous Kaderia Bahini in Tangail 
district, which put up a strong 
resistance against the Pakistani army 
in the region. 

The force not only seized Tangail’s 
freedom from occupation, but also 
went on to emerge as a wonder of 
guerrilla warfare, with its name 
spread even beyond the country’s 
borders.

Kaderia Bahini was formed in the 
Tangail region on April 19, 1971, led 
by legendary freedom fighter Abdul 
Kader Siddique, a civilian guerrilla 
fighter also known as Bagha Siddique 
(Tiger Siddique). 

With 17,000 regular freedom 
fighters and 70,000 volunteers 
under 91 companies, the group 
defeated the Pakistani forces in 
numerous battles in Tangail and 
several adjoining districts of Dhaka, 
Mymensingh, Jamalpur, Sirajganj 
and Pabna, one after another, with 
Siddique leading from the front with 
his bravery and tactics.

Kader Siddique later recorded his 
experiences from the warfront in his 
book titled “Swadhinata 71”.

The force was headquartered in 

the remote, hilly areas in Tangail’s 
Sakhipur, and had a training center 
in Andhi village. Kader’s elder 
brother Abdul Latif Siddique, a 
member of the then Gono Parishad 
and also one of the organisers of the 
Liberation War, conducted the oath 
of the freedom fighters.

Although a guerrilla force, it 
was run militarily, with its own 
finance department, public relations 
department, radio-telephone-
communications department, food 
department, and justice and prison 
department. It also set up a hospital 
at Muktanchal, adjacent to the force’s 
headquarters, for treating wounded 
freedom fighters.

In addition, Kaderia Bahini also 
had a civilian division, headed by 
Anwarul Alam Shaheed.

Kaderia Bahini would ambush 
the enemy forces and after securing 
victory, would advance to the next 
frontier. It took part in at least 
73 small and big battles with the 

Pakistani army, including the battles 
of Makrai, Dhalapara, Kamutia, 
Balla, Fultala, Bathuli, Patharghata 
and Ghatail.

However, its most renowned and 
successful battle was the one fought 
in Matikata of Bhuanpur in August, 
famously known as “Jahajmara War” 
in history. It was an operation by the 
freedom fighters against Pakistani 
war ships.

Kaderia Bahini also played a 
crucial role in claiming the final 
victory in Dhaka in December. 
Kader Siddique was present at the 
surrender of the Pakistani forces in 
Dhaka on December 16.

Hamidul Haque, Habibur 
Rahman Khoka, Fazlul Haque, 
Fazlur Rahman, Abdus Sabur Khan, 
Habibur Rahman Habib, Abul 
Kalam Azad, Hobibor Rahman Hobi, 
Mohammad Abdullah, Syed Golam 
Mostofa, Abdur Razzaque, Nurun 
Nabi, Bulbul Khan Mahbub, Ashraf 
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KHALID BIN NAZRUL, Cumilla

Around 82,000 houses were partially or completely 
damaged after the Gumti river embankment was 
breached on August 22, resulting in a devastating flood 
that affected thousands of people in Cumilla.

While almost four months have passed since the 
incident, most of the flood victims are yet to receive any 
government assistance to rebuild their homes. 

According to a government survey, at least 
1,91,000 bundles of corrugated iron sheets 
will be needed to repair the damaged 
houses in the 14 upazilas of the district. 

However, compared to the demand, 
the allocation from the government 
has been meager so far.

As such, the local administrations 
have yet to come up with relief 
support to the flood victims.

Visiting the Burburia village of 
Sholonol union under Burichang 
upazila, this correspondent witnessed 
that people are living in inhumane 
conditions, barely surviving inside makeshift 
polythene shanties amid the harsh, chilly winter. 
Children and elderly persons are in a particularly 
vulnerable situation.

Nurul Islam, 65, whose homestead was washed away, 
said, “Officials from the upazila administration came and 
listed our names, but did not return with any assistance.”

Jorina Begum, whose concrete house was entirely 
damaged in the flood, echoed him. 

“Only the foundations of the house still remains, that 
too completely exposed as the soil above was washed 
away in floodwaters. I have been living in this polythene 
tent for around the past four months. How are we going 
to survive the winter living like this?” she asked.  

Hosenara Begum, 60, of the same village appealed 
for a tube-well as sources of pure drinking water have 
become scarce since the flood.

Contacted, Md Abed Ali, district relief and 
rehabilitation officer in Cumilla, said the 

extent of damages sustained in 14 upazilas 
of Cumilla has been estimated at around 

Tk 34,000 crore. Residential houses 
suffered the most damages, he said.

“So far, the government has 
allocated around 400 bundles of 
corrugated iron sheets, and will 
rebuild 70 houses in six upazilas.”

According to the flood affected 
people, most of the relief and 

rehabilitation works conducted in the 
affected areas have so far been organised 

by non-government and private sources. 
The volume of assistance, however, has been 

insufficient. 
Meanwhile, repair work for about 110 metres of the 

damaged Gumti river protection embankment is now 
near completion.

“We are expecting to complete the work by December 
31. The cost of repairs has been around Tk 1.5 crore,” said 
Khan Mohammad Waliuzzaman, executive engineer of 
Bangladesh Water Development Board in Cumilla.

FLOOD DAMAGES

Most victims yet to get govt aid


