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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

While Bangladesh officially 
emerged as an independent 
nation on December 16, 1971, the 
people of Khulna tasted freedom 
on December 17, when freedom 
fighters finally took control of the 
city after fierce battles.  

Despite the Pakistani forces’ 
surrender in Dhaka, Khulna 
remained under siege, with 
Pakistani troops and their 
collaborators, including Razakar, 
Al-Badr, and Al-Shams, holding a 
firm grip on the city.

“Jamaat-e-Islami leader AKM 
Yusuf, who led the Peace Committee 
in Khulna, established the Razakar 
force at an Ansar camp on Khan 
Jahan Ali Road in the city,” said 
Alamgir Kabir, a freedom fighter. 
This gave the occupying forces a 
stranglehold on Khulna, leading 
to mass killings, destruction, and 
relentless repression.  

In response, the Mukti Bahini 
launched guerrilla attacks to 
weaken enemy forces and disrupt 
their supply chains. Between 
December 11 and 16, freedom 
fighters captured several camps 
of the Pakistani army and their 

collaborators, including those 
in Gallamari, Badamtala, and 
Chuknagar. However, major camps 
in Khulna city, such as those in 
Shiromoni, Khulna Shipyard, and 
PMG Colony, remained under 
enemy control.  

On December 17, freedom 
fighters entered Khulna city 
through multiple routes, including 
Gallamari, Rupsha Ghat, and 
Crescent Jute Mill, targeting 
remaining strongholds.  

“This day evokes mixed emotions 
for the people of Khulna,” said SM 
Babar Ali, 75, a freedom fighter and 
former lawmaker. “There was joy 
over Bangladesh’s independence 
but despair knowing Khulna was 
still not free.”  

Freedom fighters, led by Major 
Joynul Abedin, launched attacks 
in Gallamari on the night of 
December 16 and early December 
17, dispersing enemy forces. 

“Two significant battles in 
Shiromoni and Khulna Shipyard 
ensured the city’s liberation,” added 
Babar Ali.  

Alamgir Kabir recalled the 
intense battle in Shiromoni, where 
Pakistani forces had deployed 
several regiments supported by six 

tanks. 
“Local support was crucial in this 

tank battle, which has since become 
a case study at military academies 
like Dehradun and Sandhurst,” said 
Kabir. Eventually, 200 Pakistani 
soldiers surrendered with their 
weapons, while collaborators fled.  

In another battle at Khulna 
Shipyard, freedom fighters overcame 
an ambush by the Pakistani forces. 
One fighter was martyred, and 16 
others were injured.  

After seizing control of Khulna, 
the freedom fighters hoisted the 
flag of independent Bangladesh at 
Khulna Circuit House and Shaheed 
Hadis Park. Major (retd) Joynul 
Abedin and Gazi Rahmatulla Dadu 
raised the flag at the Circuit House 
at around 10:30am.  

Later, Sector-9 commander MA 
Jalil handed over several hundred 
prisoners of war, including 
Pakistani commander Brig Hayat 
Ali Khan, to General Dalbir Singh 
of the Indian forces in Khalishpur.  

Khulna’s liberation stands as 
a testament to the resilience and 
bravery of the freedom fighters 
and the local people who refused 
to surrender their dream of 
independence.  

Dec 17: Freedom came 
a day later in Khulna
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Mugger suspect 
killed by mob 
in Narayanganj
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Narayanganj

An alleged mugger, who 
was a victim of mob 
beating on Sunday noon 
in Narayanganj, died at a 
hospital in Dhaka on the 
same night.

The deceased, Md 
Kamrul, 27, is a resident of 
Fatullah’s Sheharchar area 
of Narayanganj, said police.

Locals and police said a 
group of agitating people 
beat Kamrul mercilessly 
around 1:00pm in the 
Fatullah area, terming him 
a mugger.

Later, his relatives 
rescued him and took him 
to Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital where he breathed 
his last around 10:00pm, 
said police.

Contacted, Fatullah 
Model Police Station’s 
Officer-in-Charge Shariful 
Islam said Kamrul was 
accused of several criminal 
cases, including mugging.

A case will be filed in 
connection with his death, 
he added.

In a separate incident, 
another man named Md 
Ferdous, 35, was beaten by 
a mob early yesterday in the 
DIT area of Narayanganj 
city.

He is now undergoing 
treatment at Narayanganj 
General Hospital. 

Police are trying to know 
the reason behind the mob 
beating, said Nasir Uddin 
Ahmed, OC of Narayanganj 
Sadar Model Police Station.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

An elderly man died in jail custody early yesterday 
who was arrested in a case over murder during 
the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement in 
Narayanganj’s Siddhirganj area.

The deceased was identified as Abdul Auwal, 62, a 
resident of Siddhirganj’s housing area.

Forkan Wahid, superintendent of Narayanganj 
district jail, said he was being treated for several 
medical issues in the jail hospital. 

“Auwal was rushed to Narayanganj General 
Hospital when he suffered an asthma attack around 
1:00am. He was later transferred to Dhaka Medical 
College, where he died around 3:30am,” said the jail 
official. 

Abdul Auwal was accused in two cases over 
murder charges and was in jail custody since 
September, he added.

Elderly man dies 
in jail custody 

after getting bail
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An art competition for children was held at the Hotel Grandpark auditorium in Barishal city yesterday, on the occasion of Victory Day.
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