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8 AL men held
from National

Memorial

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Eight Awami League leaders and activists,
including its Dhaka district unit general
secretary Mahabubur Rahman, were

detained yesterday.

The detention was made while they
went to pay tribute at the National
Memorial in Savar on the occasion of
the Victory Day yesterday, said Abu
Bakar Siddique, officer-in-charge (OC) of

Ashulia Police Station.

He said that the detainees went there
around 1:00pm to create chaos in the

area.

When asked about il any explosives
were recovered from their possessions,
the OC said, “No such thing was found.
They are now being questioned at the

police station.”

However, an Awami League leader,
wishing not to be named, told The
Daily Star that the AL men went to the
memorial to pay respects to the brave
martyrs. This is nothing but harassment,

he added.

Gumai Beel, a large paddy field covering about 3,000 hectares, is known as the grain warehouse of Chattogram. During harvest
season, hundreds of workers from across the country, predominantly from Netrakona in Mymensingh, gather here. They earn
a daily wage of Tk 800-1,000, which includes food and travel expenses. Most workers stay for around three months before

returning home. The photo shows workers having breakfast in the field, taken recently.

1 more dies of dengue,
107 get hospitalised

STAR REPORT

morning.

One died of dengue while 107
patients were hospitalised in
the last 24 hours till yesterday

—
///

According to the Directorate General of Health
Services, with the new deaths and cases, the death toll
rose to 549 and the total number of cases rose to 98,984.

Currently, 1,572 dengue patients are undergoing
treatment at different hospitals across the country.

A total of 96,863 patients have been released till

yesterday.
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Dhaka’s lost canals
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maintained canals remain
identifiable, albeit in

deteriorating conditions.

Begunbari Khal, once
part of Norai river, is
2.33km long and 27.76m
wide. In comparison to
the CS, the canal lost
about 0.36 hectares of
waterbodies with 4.08km
of waterways around it.
However, the canal gained
17.1m mean width due to
partial excavation.

Even  where canals
remain, their widths have
shrunk alarmingly. For

instance, Hazaribagh and
Katasur canals now average
widths of just 8.82 and 6.10
metres, respectively. The
Hazaribagh Khal has lost
2.64km.

“Bridges, waste
dumping, and filling up
the water bodies are the
major  factors  behind
the shrinking canals,”
said Mohammad Azaz,
chairman of the RDRC.

He emphasised the need
for urgent measures to
restore and protect these

waterways.
ENCROACHMENT
BEYOND WASA

Outside of Wasa’s
jurisdiction, Dhaka hosts
an additional 45 major
canals and numerous
smaller, unnamed ones.
These canals, which

stretch approximately 140
kilometres, have suffered
even greater losses.

The RDRC study revealed
that 90 kilometres of these
canals have vanished since
the CS period.

In southern Dhaka,
Dholai Khal and Rayerbazar
Khal have lost 30 hectares
of water cover, while 11

kilometres of waterways
have disappeared entirely.
In the northeast, canals
like Amaiya Khal and
Ninnir Chak Khal have

experienced significant
narrowing, losing more
than 13 hectares of water
cover collectively.
THE FIGHT FOR
RESTORATION

Despite the grim statistics,
there are glimmers of
hope. Some canals have

been widened through
government excavation
projects.

For example, the average

widths of Abdullahpur,
Baunia, and Begunbari
canals have increased

to 10.64, 9.29, and 17.11
metres, respectively.
Additionally, new canals
such as Rupnagar-1 and
Mohakhali Khal have been
excavated, contributing to
Dhaka’s drainage system.
However, Azaz warned
that merely digging new
canals is not enough.
“Protection of existing
canals is more necessary
than digging newer ones
to maintain the natural
drainage of the city,” he says.

The canals of Dhaka
are more than just
remnants of the past;

they are lifelines for a city
plagued by waterlogging
and environmental
degradation.  Protecting
these waterways requires
coordinated efforts
from authorities, stricter
monitoring, and public
awareness, Azaz added.

For the city’s future,
these  waterways  hold
the key to sustainable
urban development and
combating waterlogging,
he said.

STATUTORY NOTICE

IN THE SUPREME COURT OF BANGLADESH
HIGH COURT DIVISION
(STATUTORY ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
COMPANY MATTER NO. 1419 OF 2024

IN THE MATTER OF :

Shabbir Ahmed, Director, Swadesh Investment Munagement Lud, House
No. 1377, Sir Syed Road, Block-A, PO & P.S; Mohammadpur, Dhaka-1207.

VERSUS
Swadesh Investment Management Ltd and 12 others

Notice is hereby given that, the petiiioner filed an application under section 241 of the
Companies Act, 1994 for winding up of the company ie Swadesh Investment
Manngement L. On 23.11.2024, the Hon'hle High Count Division comprising with his
Lordship Mr. Justice Ahmed Sohel was pleased o sdmit the applicstion and further
pleased 10 publish of netice of the presentation of the application before the Hon'ble
Court in daily newspaper and also fix for filling affidavit in complinnce within 3 weeks
from the date. If snyone hos any interest/objection reganding the mstant matter, she can
appear before the Hon'ble High Coun Division on that day, Anyone can collect & copy
of the said application from the chamber of undersigned with cost.

Nadia Sharmin Rahman
Advocate, Supreme Court of Bangladesh
The Legnl Empirictsm, Tropicana Tower, Suite- A-10), 45 Topkhana Road,
Drhaka. Cell: 01711707523

= PETITIONER.

— RESPONDENT.

July uprising reclaims
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of the platform, said,
“The Awami fascist group
had monopolised the
Liberation War. When the
people of this country

united and led the
fight against Pakistani
genocide, some fled to

India and later claimed
credit for leading the war.
Ultimately, BAKSAL was
established in this country,

burying democracy.”

Although an
independent Bangladesh
was achieved in 1971
through  the sacrifice
of millions of lives,
full independence and

sovereignty have not yet
been realised, he also said.

Alleging that between
1972 and 1975, many
freedom fighters sacrificed
their lives, he said, “The
mass uprising of 2024 is
the continuation of that
legacy. We will complete
this struggle.”

Rashidul Islam Rifat,
an executive committee
member of the platform,
said, “This year’s Victory
Day is different from any
other. During the Awami
fascist regime, Victory
Day brought nothing but
sorrow as we lamented
our failure to achieve true
victory. The fascists had
tarnished the Liberation

War by confining it within
their fascist narrative.”

He also criticised Indian
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s Victory Day post on
the social media platform
X, chanting, “Shame,
shame.”

Earlier in the morning,
the platform paid tribute
with floral wreaths at
the National Memorial
in remembrance of the
martyrs of the Great
Liberation War and the
2024 mass uprising.

BSS reports,
Information Adviser Md
Nahid Islam yesterday
said that people are
experiencing real taste
of victory in the country
after the fall of the Awami
fascism in 2024.

He was talking to
journalists after paying
tributes to the martyrs of
the 1971 Liberation War
by placing wreaths at the
National Memorial in
Savar, marking Victory
Day.

“Even  though, the
country’s independence
came in 1971, it [the
independence] was
unprotected. The victory
of 2024 has completed our
independence,” he said.
Recalling with  respect
all the martyrs of the
struggle for the country’s

51,000 hajj slots
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He said the government
tried to reduce the price of
Hajj packages through this.
Usually, the government
pilgrims were kept within
1.5km of the Haram Sharif
in Makkah and Madina.
Top officials of different
hajj agencies echoed him.
According to HAAB,
in the past, an intended
pilgrim had to pay Tk 1-2
lakh during registration.
But this year, Tk 3 lakh was
requoted to complete the
registration, which is one
of the main reasons for the
lack of people’s interest.
“People living in villages
collect money in phases by
selling cows or land. It’s
hard for many people to
manage Tk 3 lakh at one
20,” said Farid Ahmed.
Khorshedul Alam,
owner of AlMakkah Travels,
said, “In the past, people
were busy finding out
hajj agencies to complete

their registration. But this
year, we are running after
intended hajis to complete
the formalities. But we
are not getting enough
response from people.”

He said last year he sent
around 300 pilgrims to
hajj, but this year he got
only 56 people.

HAAB has urged the
government to further
extend the deadline,
warning that many hajj
agencies will face severe
losses otherwise.

Contacted, an official
from the religious affairs
ministry said the deadline
cannot be extended as
the Saudi government has
repeatedly requested (o
inform them of the total

number of Bangladeshi
pilgrims for better
management.

The hajj is expected to
be held on June 5, 2025,
depending on the sighting
of the moon.

independence and the
July Uprising, the adviser
expressed  his  strong
determination to build a
new Bangladesh free from
fascism and hegemony.

In the evening, it
held a prayer session at
their central office in
Banglamotor, seeking
blessings for the souls
of the martyrs of the
Liberation War and 2024
mass uprising, as well as
the recovery of the injured.

IC’s an
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He called for a
“reconciliation and
reconstruction council”

to resolve the political
polarisation and include all
stakeholders in building an
inclusive society.

“We seek a ban on
Awami [.eague politics, but
through a re-education
process, they must be
reintegrated into society
after ensuring justice,” he
said.

Thelecture, presided over
by Prof Abul Kashem Fazlul

Accountable
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“The political power of
people is truly secured

when an  accountable
government and a
functioning parliament

work in harmony,” he said.

Tarique acknowledged
that reforms are inevitable
for achieving qualitative
changes in the state and
politics.

“People have the right
to know the interim
government’s practical
roadmap -- what it plans to
achieve and the timeframe
required.”

To safeguard the state
and government from the
return of autocracy and
fascism, he said fostering
a democratic political
culture in daily practices
is as crucial as adhering to
rules and provisions.

“This  Victory
celebrated in an
environment free from
fascism, is certainly
more joyful, glorious,
and significant. 1 firmly
believe that every
future Independence
and Victory Day in
Bangladesh will symbolise

Day,

Elderly man dies
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Auwal, a rod-cement
trader, got bail in those
cases on December 12 and
15 from the high court, said
his son Md Kamruzzaman.

He told his father
about the bail on Sunday
afternoon while visiting his
father at the jail gate.

The High Court issued
a bail order, but it takes
a week to complete the
process, he said.

“My father had suffered

four major heart attacks
before. He had no political
connections; he was
accused in those cases
due to local enmity,” said
Kamruzzaman.

In September, Auwal was
arrested in a case over the
killing of Mostofa Kamal
Razu, 36, on July 20 during
the movement.

His wife Aklima Akter
filed a murder case with
Siddhirganj Police Station
in this connection.

We almost always try
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distort history. When those
in power want to portray
themselves as great heroes
of history. But that is not
true. If we forget the past,
the present will be as bad as
it is, and the future will be
dark,” he said.

“We must value freedom;
we must value the brave
soldiers of independence;
we must value the martyrs;
we must value the leaders
of independence. Our
future will not be good by
denying them,” he added.

Kader Siddiqui, also the
head of the Kaderia Bahini
during the 1971 Liberation
War, said Bangabandhu
cannot be denied in any
way for the country’s
independence.

“B urning
Bangabandhu’s museum
was the biggest injustice.
Those who are in the
government today and were
successful in the movement
should have said so that
they were not involved (with
these criminal activities)
and expressed their regret,”
he added.

the nation in August 2024.
“This country, a country
of the people, was not run
according to the needs
of the people. That is
why, due to the protests
of the people, the anti-
discrimination movement
has succeeded,” he said.
The voting rights of
the country’s people have
been repeatedly violated
and disrupted, and the
success of the 24 anti-
discrimination movement
is an expression of the
dissatisfaction  of  this
country’s people, he added.

Mugger suspect
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Ferdous is a resident of the
Deobhog Pakka Road area
of the city, according to the

hospital.
On December 12,
a college student was

stabbed by some muggers
at the same spot in the
DIT area. The student died
at Dhaka Medical College
Hospital while undergoing
treatment two days later.
According to police,
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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman Science & Technology University

Office of the Director
Planning, Development & Works
www.dircctor.pdw.(@ bsmrstu.edu.bd

[ Ref. No: | BSMRSTU/R/PD& W/R/2024-25/

Date-15/12/2024 |

e-Tender Notice

SI. | Tender Last sellin Closing date & | Opening date &
= id Name of work date & lirl': I:iEn: time
Supply of Exam®s Answer Sheets &
1 1050637 Different Printing ltems for Exam 29-12-2024 29-12-2024 29-12-2024
Controller & Other office at Time 12.00 Time 14.00 Time 14.00
BSMRSTU Campus

help desk (helpdes|

GD- 1200

cu

v bd)

This is an online tender, where only e-Tender will be accepted in the National e-GP portal and no offline/hard copies
will be accepted. To submit e-Tender, registration in the Mational e-GP system partal
is require. Further information and guideline are available in the National e-GP system portal and also from e-GP

il LEpr re

Moha n:%;mgﬁé ’ﬂﬁ&;‘an

Project Director
Planning, Development & Works.
BSMRSTU, Gopalganj-8100.

Hag, president of Bangla the commitment of the Regarding  the  July 1,515 pelieved that Ferdous
Academy, was inaugurated State’s and government’s uprising, Bangabir Kader ¢ one of the muggers
by Director General Prof Tesponsibilities —to its Siddique ~said another ., gabbed the college
Mohammad Azam. people,” Tarique said. historic victory came for g qeng.
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