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Israel ‘crossed 
the lines of 
engagement’
Says Syria’s rebel 
leader as dozens of 
airstrikes hit Syrian 
military sites
AGENCIES

Israel struck dozens of sites in Syria 
overnight with airstrikes, despite Syrian 
rebel leader Abu Mohammed al-Jolani 
saying his Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) 
group was not interested in conflict with 
Israel.

“Israeli arguments have become 
weak and no longer justify their recent 
violations. The Israelis have clearly crossed 
the lines of engagement in Syria, which 
poses a threat of unwarranted escalation 
in the region,” Sharaa said in an interview 
published on the website of Syria TV, a 
pro-opposition channel.

“Syria’s war-weary condition, after years 
of conflict and war, does not allow for new 
confrontations. The priority at this stage 
is reconstruction and stability, not being 
drawn into disputes that could lead to 
further destruction.”

He also said diplomatic solutions 
were the only way to ensure security and 
stability and that “uncalculated military 
adventures” were not wanted, reports 
Reuters.

Israel has launched 61 strikes on 
Syrian territory over the past few hours, 
the Britain-based Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said early yesterday.

The latest airstrikes follow a statement 
by Israel’s defence minister, Israel Katz, 
that Israeli troops, who seized the Golan 
Heights buffer zone with Syria last week, 
would remain for the winter on Mount 
Hermon in positions they occupied last 
week.

Katz’s office said in a statement that 
“due to what is happening in Syria, there 
is enormous security importance to our 
holding on to the peak”.

Israeli strikes kill 20 in Gaza
Troops raid school sheltering displaced Palestinians in Beit Hanoun 

REUTERS, Cairo

Israeli troops killed at least 20 
Palestinians, most of them in the 
northern Gaza Strip, on airstrikes and 
other attacks on targets that included 
a school sheltering displaced Gazans, 
medics and residents said yesterday.

They said at least 11 of the dead were 
killed in three separate Israeli airstrikes 
on Gaza City houses. The others were 
killed in the towns of Beit Lahiya, Beit 
Hanoun and Jabalia camp.

Residents said clusters of houses were 
bombed and some set ablaze in the three 

towns. The Israeli army has been operating 
in the towns for over two months.

In Beit Hanoun, Israeli forces besieged 
families sheltering in Khalil Aweida 
school before storming it and ordering 
them to head towards Gaza City, the 
medics and residents said.

Medics said several people were 
killed and wounded during the raid 
on the school while the army detained 
many men. The number killed was not 
immediately clear.

There was no immediate comment 
from the Israeli army. Since October last 
year, Israel’s offensive in Gaza has killed 

almost 45,000 people, mostly civilians, 
according to authorities in the Hamas-
run Gaza Strip, displaced nearly the 
entire population and left much of the 
enclave in ruins. 

Palestinians accuse Israel of carrying 
out ethnic cleansing to depopulate the 
areas at the northern edge to create a 
buffer zone. Israel denies it and says the 
campaign targets Hamas members and 
aims to prevent them from regrouping. 

A bid by Egypt, Qatar and the United 
States to reach a truce has gained 
momentum in recent weeks, yet there 
has been no news of a breakthrough. 

Trump gets $15m 
in ABC News 
defamation case
AFP, Washington

ABC News will pay a $15 million settlement 
payment to resolve a defamation lawsuit brought 
by President-elect Donald Trump, according to 
court documents filed Saturday.

The lawsuit stemmed from on-air comments 
made by top anchor George Stephanopoulos, who 
said Trump was found “liable for rape” during an 
interview with US Representative Nancy Mace that 
aired in March.

The terms of the settlement require ABC News to 
make a $15 million donation to a fund dedicated to 
“a presidential foundation and museum” for Trump.

The news organization and Stephanopoulos 
will also issue public apologies saying they “regret 
statements” made about Trump during the 
aforementioned interview, and the broadcaster 
will pay an addition $1 million in attorney fees.

The case was settled one day after Judge Lisette 
M. Reid requested depositions from both Trump 
and Stephanopoulos.

Trump had been found liable for sexual abuse 
-- a different transgression from rape under New 
York law -- in a 2023 case filed by writer E. Jean 
Carroll.

Afghan coal mine 
collapse traps 32
AFP, Kabul

A coal mine collapsed in northern Afghanistan 
trapping 32 miners, a provincial official told AFP 
yesterday, adding rescuers had been working for 
hours to reach the men.

The mine in Dara-i Sof Payin district of 
Samangan province collapsed late Saturday, 
Samangan governor spokesman, Esmat Muradi, 
told AFP. 

“Thirty-two people are trapped and it’s not 
clear how many of them are dead or alive,” he said.

“Excavators and rescuers have been working 
since early morning but unfortunately the 
opening to the mine is not cleared yet,” he added.

DIPLOMATIC ROW

‘Bali Nine’ drug 
ring prisoners 
fly home to 
Australia
AFP, Sydney

The five remaining members 
of the Australian “Bali 
Nine” drug ring flew home 
yesterday after 19 years in jail 
in Indonesia, ending a saga 
that had frayed relations 
between the two countries.

Indonesian police 
arrested the nine Australians 
in 2005, convicting them 
of attempting to smuggle 
more than eight kilograms 
(18 pounds) of heroin off the 
holiday island of Bali.

The case drew global 
attention to Indonesia’s 
unforgiving drug laws, with 
two of the gang executed 
by firing squad, while 
the others served prison 
sentences.

“The Australian 
Government can confirm 
that Australian citizens, 
Matthew Norman, Scott 
Rush, Martin Stephens, Si 
Yi Chen, and Michael Czugaj 
have returned to Australia,” 
Canberra said.

People celebrate in Umayyad Square in central Damascus, Syria yesterday, as they pull the statue of late president Hafez al-
Assad, father of president Bashar al-Assad. PHOTO: REUTERS

UKRAINIAN POSITIONS IN KURSK

N Korean troops join 
Russian assaults: Kyiv
REUTERS, Kyiv

Russia has begun using North Korean 
troops in significant numbers for 
the first time to conduct assaults 
on Ukrainian forces battling to hold 
an enclave in Russia’s Kursk region, 
President Volodymyr Zelensky said 
on Saturday evening. 

The Ukrainian leader 
said the more active use 
of the troops was a 
new escalation in the 
war and called for 
a global response, 
as Donald Trump’s 
return to the White 
House next month 
fuels speculation of 
a coming push for 
peace talks. 

“Today, we already 
have preliminary data 
that the Russians have begun to 
use North Korean soldiers in their 
assaults. A significant number of 
them,” Zelensky told Ukrainians in 
his daily wartime address.

The North Koreans were being 
used in combined Russian units and 
only on the Kursk front for now, he 
said, adding: “We have information 

suggesting their use could extend to 
other parts of the front line.”

Kyiv first said North Korean forces 
turned up in Kursk region in October 
and later reported unspecified 
clashes and casualties. It estimates 
there are 11,000 North Koreans in 
total, adding to a force of tens of 

thousands of Russians.
Russia has neither 
confirmed nor denied 

the presence of North 
Koreans on its side. 

Ukraine, nearly 
a fifth of which 
is occupied by 
Moscow’s troops, 
launched an 

incursion into 
Russia’s western 

Kursk region in August, 
carving out an enclave 

that it said could be used as 
a bargaining chip in any talks to end 
the war. 

Ukraine has battled to hold 
the area, although some Western 
military analysts have questioned the 
incursion’s rationale, arguing it has 
extended an already-sprawling front 
line, exposing Ukraine’s manpower 
weakness as it battles a larger foe. 
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