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Demonstrators from a labour group take part in a protest calling for the ouster of South Korea President Yoon
Suk Yeol outside City Hall in Seoul, South Korea yesterday. Yeol has vowed to fight “until the very last minute”
in a defiant address defending his shock decision to declare martial law and deploy troops to the country’s

parliament last week.

GRAFT CASE
Pakistan ex-
PM Imran,
wife indicted

REUTERS, Islamabad

A Pakistani court indicted
imprisoned former prime
minister Imran Khan and
his wife on fresh charges of
illegally selling state gifts
yesterday.

The indictment was the
latest in dozens of cases
against the former cricket
star, who has been in jail
since late last year.

Khan and his wile
Bushra Bibi have already
been granted bail in the
case, which is one of a series
of state treasury charges
known as “Toshakhana”.

These charges revolve
around allegations that
Khan and Bibi illegally
procured and then sold
gifts worth over 140 million
rupees in state possession.
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Israeli strikes on
Gaza kill 36

Children, women among casualties; Israel,
Palestinians explore truce with US envoy

REUTERS, Cairo

Atleast 36 Palestinians were killed early
yesterday in Israeli bombings of various
areas in the Gaza Strip, the Palestinian
news agency WAFA reported.

Children and women were among
seven killed when a residential building
in Gaza City’s al-Jalaa Street was
bombed, WAFA said. Another 15 were
killed in the bombing of a house where
displaced people were taking shelter,
west of Nuseirat camp in the central
Gaza Strip, the agency added.

In the western area of Rafah city,
south of the Gaza Strip, 13 Palestinians
were killed and others were injured,
according to WAFA, in a strike that hit
people providing aid.

Earlier, medics said at least 30 people
were also wounded in the Rafah attack,

with several in critical condition.

In the city of Khan Younis, another
group of men tasked with security for aid
shipments was hit by a separate Israeli
airstrike that wounded several of them,
medics said. At least 44,835 Palestinians
have been Killed in Israel’s offensive on
Gaza since October 7, 2023.

Meanwhile, Israelis and Palestinians
are signalling new efforts to forge a
ceasefire deal, their first in a year, (o
pause the fighting in Gaza and return to
Israel at least some of the 100 hostages
still held in the Palestinian enclave.

The guarded optimism emerges
as US President Joe Biden’s national
security adviser Jake Sullivan held
talks with Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in Israel yesterday before
heading to FEgypt and Qatar, co-
mediators with the US on a deal.

A man looks at the human remains in the morgue of Damascus Hospital in the Syrian capital yesterday, as people

try to identify the bodies of relatives.

Biden grants
clemency
to 1,500

criminals

AFP, Washington

Outgoing President Joe
Biden said vyesterday he
had commuted sentences
of nearly 1,500 criminals
and pardoned 39 others
convicted of non-violent
crimes, in what White
House called the largest
single-day act of clemency in
US history.

“I am pardoning 39 people
who have shown successful
rehabilitation,” Biden said,
adding that he was also
“commuting the sentences
of nearly 1,500 people who
are serving long prison
sentences.”

White House said the
nearly 1,500 people granted
commuted sentences -
“most ever in a single day”
-- had been serving them at
home for at least one year.

India SC pauses
surveys ol places
of worship

NDTV ONLINE

Ongoing surveys of places of worship, including
mosques, will be paused, the Indian Supreme
Court (SC) said yesterday as it began hearing
petitions challenging certain provisions of the
Places of Worship Act.

The pause comes amid violence and
continuing tension in UP’s Sambhal following
court-ordered surveys of a mosque last month;
five people were killed in communal clashes.

Among the six petitions facing the court
yesterday was one by the BJP’s Subramanian
Swamy. The main petition was filed four years
ago after which the government was told to
respond, but never did.

On the other side, certain petitions sought
enforcement of the Act, which prohibits filing
a lawsuit to reclaim a place of worship or seek a
change in character that prevailed on August 15,
1947.

Among those in this camp are a raft of MPs
and political parties, including Jitendra Awhad
from Sharad Pawar’s NCP and the RJD’s Manoj
Kumar Jha, as well as Tamil Nadu’s ruling DMK.
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US man freed
from Syria
prison amid

Assad collapse
INDEPENDENT.CO.UK

An American who spent
7 months in a Syrian
prison after crossing into
the country on foot on a
Christian pilgrimage has
been found.

Travis Timmerman, who
was found in the town of
Dhiyabiya, says he was one
of thousands of people
released  from  Syrian
prisons after rebel groups
ousted the regime of Assad.

Speaking with  CBS,
Timmerman revealed that
he was freed by two men
with AK-47s on Monday,
after  being  detained
when he entered Syria for
“spiritual purposes”.

He told Al-Arabiya TV
network that he crossed
into Syria on foot from the
eastern Lebanese town of
Zahle.

India’s Cabinet
clears ‘one nation
one election’ bill

NDTV ONLINE

The Indian Cabinet has cleared bills required to
implement the “one nation, one election” proposal -
which proposes simultaneous .ok Sabha and Assembly
elections and, at a later stage, municipal polls too -
sources told NDTV yesterday afternoon.

These bills - which look to amend at least five Articles
of the Constitution - will likely be introduced in the
ongoing Winter Session of Parliament, sources added.
The bills were cleared at a meeting chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi. Among those approved was an
amendment to Article 82, which deals with state-wise
allocation of Lok Sabha seats, and division of states into
territorial constituencies, after each national census.

A second amendment relates to linking tenures
of the Lok Sabha and state Assemblies, while there
will also be changes to provisions in three laws, each
looking to align the legislative assemblies of three
union territories - Puducherry, Delhi, and Jammu and
Kashmir - with those of states and the .ok Sabha.

Trump named
Time’s ‘Person
of the Year’

AFP, New York

Time Magazine yesterday named US President-
elect Donald Trump its “person of the year,”
marking the second time he has won the accolade
in acknowledgement of the mogul’s stunning
political comeback.

Trum adorns the magazine’s title cover sporting
his distinctive red tie and striking a pensive pose.

“For marshaling a comeback of historic
proportions, for driving a once-in-a-generation
political realignment, for reshaping the American
presidency and altering America’s role in the
world, Donald Trump is Time’s 2024 - Person of
the Year.”

“We are witnessing a resurgence of populism, a
widening mistrust in the institutions that defined
the last century, and an eroding faith that liberal
values will lead to better lives for most people.
Trump is both agent and beneficiary of it all,” the
magarine said in a statement.
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