2nd Edition

CITY

DHAKA THURSDAY DECEMBER 12, 2024

AGRAHAYAN 27,1431 BS
The Baily Star

Future govt must
include youngsters

Says Hasnat
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Those aiming to assume state power in
Bangladesh without involving the younger
generation are under a wrong impression,
said Hasnat Abdullah, convener of the
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement,
yesterday.

“The younger generation must come
forward to build a new Bangladesh.
Any force that thinks they can shape
Bangladesh’s future without including
the youth in the state structure, and reach
parliament on their own, is mistaken,” he
said at a discussion.

The discussion, titled “The Contribution
of Dhaka College in the July Mass Uprising,”
was held at the Dhaka College Auditorium.

Hasnat said the younger generation is
angry with bureaucrats, businessmen, and
police officers who supported fascism.

“Today, we can speak freely. When we
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579 DNC ofhicials
authorised to use
weapons

UNB, Dhaka

The Ministry of Home Affairs has granted
permission to 579 field-level officials of the
Department of Narcotics Control (DNC) to
use weapons.

These officials, ranging from deputy
directors to sub-inspectors, will now be
authorised to use 9 mm semi-automatic
pistols.

Alongside this approval, the ministry
has issued the “Department of Narcotics
Control (Officers-Employees) Weapon
Procurement and Usage Policy 2024.”

The Security Services Division of the
Ministry of Home Alffairs announced the
policy on Tuesday.

According to the policy, the DNC serves
as the nodal agency for curbing narcotics
abuse in Bangladesh. Field-level officials
regularly conduct narcotics recovery
operations, arrest drug traffickers, and
manage case investigations.

The ministry developed the policy
to strengthen the DNC and address the
security risks its officials face during these
operations.

A farmer transporting a stalk of bananas by bicycle to the Doctor Bazar market in Noakhali union, Feni, early yesterday
morning. The market, known for its vibrant activity, is bustling with buyers and sellers even before dawn, showcasing fresh

produce straight from the fields.

PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

Sundarbans robbers resurface,
make lives ditlicult for locals

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Following a successful campaign by
the Rab to facilitate the surrender of
robbers in the Sundarbans, the region
was declared robber-free on November
1,2018.

Between 2016 and 2018, 328 robbers
from 32 groups surrendered, handing
over 462 weapons and 22,504 rounds
of ammunition, according to the Forest
Department and police sources.

After the surrender, many robbers
received financial assistance under a
government rehabilitation programme.

However, lack of monitoring over
the past few years saw several of these
individuals return to criminal activities,
including armed robberies targeting
fishermen and honey collectors and

Following a decline in
monitoring, robber groups
have resurfaced in the
Sundarbans, targeting
fishermen and honey
collectors. Abductions,
ransom demands, and violent
robberies are on the rise,
making the region unsafe
again for those dependent on
the mangrove forest.

abductions with demand for ransom,
among others.

As such, the Sundarbans have again
become unsafe for those who depend on
the mangrove forest for their livelihoods.

Three killed

Locals complained that several new
groups -- Asabur Bahini, Sharif Bahini,
Abdullah Bahini, Manjur Bahini, and
Dayal Bahini — have become active,
particularly in the western Sundarbans,
across Khulna’s Koyra and Dacope
upazilas and Satkhira’s Shyamnagar
upazila.

Additionally, some prisoners,
including identified criminals, who
managed to escape jail during the July
uprising, have also joined these criminal
activities.

These groups intercept fishing
boats under the guise of forest officials,
robbing fishermen of their catch, money,
and valuables.

Fishermen who managed to escape
captivity shared harrowing experiences
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Collective efforts
key to justice

Justice Ziaul Karim tells

his farewell event
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Justice Syed Md Ziaul Karim, a judge of the
Appellate Division of the Supreme Court, yesterday
called upon all officials of the judiciary to unite in
order to establish justice and ensure fairness.

“No one has sole authority in the judiciary and it
cannot be sustained by a single effort. A concerted
and collective effort is the only prerequisite for
establishing justice. Therefore, everyone involved
in the judiciary, including the judges, must work
closely with each other,” he said.

Justice Ziaul Karim made the remarks while
receiving a farewell from the Attorney General’s
Office and the Supreme Court Bar Association at
Court-1 of the Appellate Division. He retired from
the office yesterday.

“We often hear that ‘the dark cloud of corruption
in the judiciary is hovering over us’ nowadays.
Today, at the time of farewell, my sincere request
to you is that we should not do anything that will
stain the white building [of the Supreme Court], the
symbol of justice, even a little bit,” he added.

Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, Attorney
General Md Asaduzzaman and SCBA President
AM Mahbub Uddin, were, among others, present.

3 sent to jail over
gang rape of
PUST student

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Pabna

A Pabna court yesterday sent three people to jail
over gang rape of a student of Pabna University of
Science and Technology in Sadar upazila.

Police arrested Mehedi Masud, 26, Mahamudul
Hasan, 23, and Harunur Rashid, 27, in Pabna
town vyesterday morning, after the student’s
mother sued four people, including the three, on
Tuesday night, said Sanjoy Kumar Saha, inspector
(operation) of Sadar Police Station.

Citing the case, Sanjoy said Mehedi developed
a relationship with the female student. They broke
up recently after he got married to another.

However, they remained in touch, he added.

On Monday evening, Mehedi called the student
and visited different areas riding a bike. Later, he
took her to an isolated place in Shalgaria-Baganpara
area where he and other accused raped her.

Sanjoy said they were trying to nab the other
accused.
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Three  people  were
killed and six others
injured in a collision
involving a truck, a
pickup, and a microbus
in Brahmanbaria’s
Bijoynagar upazila
yesterday morning.

The deceased
were identified as
Fazilatunnesa, 75, Pavel
Miah, 30, and 11-month-
old Raisa Aktar,
daughter of Manik Mia.

The injured are Abu
Hanif, 40, Runa Aktar,
35, Safia Begum, 60,
Tanveer, 10, Abdul
Hamid Masud, 60 and
Billal Hossain, 30.

Khantihata Highway
Police Station Officer-in-
Charge Margub Touhid
said the incident took
place at Birpasha on the
Dhaka-Sylhet  highway
around 5:30am.

OC Touhid said the
injured were transferred
to  Sylhet  Osmani
Medical College Hospital
from a health complex
for better treatment.
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DISCOVER NEW INNOVATIONS ! NEW SUPPLIERS !
Source locally from International Suppliers, latest collections
of Yarn, Fabrics, Garment Accessories Chemicals, Printing
Machinery from more than 150+ International Suppliers
under-one-roof.

Show Timings : 11am - 7 pm
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West Zone Power Distribution Company Limited
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(An Enterprise of Bangladesh Power Development Board)
AT B, CETTE TS, STOHTET, T

ey vo/ >3/ 30283

e v fReafe

> | wEAETEE A favpe, Tt @ <fee Foew wEe |

3 | AER AT STIG e oireara ERaRE=r it s, gemn

o | Ferme R FenE fordEr o=t wesfees camrae SR, Sraetfer, e

8 | foemaa g Rae wteslerE GIRANTE PrEAET, SrenenfEre, T wenE g e s (A

WIELHT SATLECAT 7B WA |

¢ | waem wEe CHTE] wEeE |

b | e v fawrae orm wifey 8 WY | o4/ d/2030%L (WTHE FAEEW AN |

q | e weem Wit o0F iR @ WE | ob/od/ 2030, HUF d2-oo WG T |

v | ) W s stateiferera swmaee (www.wzpdel org.bd) sheat @ina

TS FIFT CEIT

GD-1167 TS ST




