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‘JOY BANGLA’ SLOGAN

SC to hear petition 
this week
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court 
will hold hearing this week on a leave-to-appeal 
petition filed by the government seeking a stay 
on the High Court verdict that had declared “Joy 
Bangla” as the country’s national slogan.

A bench of the Appellate Division headed 
by Justice Md Ashfaqul Islam said this after 
Additional Attorney General Aneek R Haque 
yesterday mentioned the matter for a hearing.

Earlier, the government filed the petition with 
the SC seeking a stay on the HC verdict that on 
March 10, 2020 had declared “Joy Bangla” as the 
country’s national slogan, and also ordered the 
government to take necessary steps so that the 
slogan is used at all state functions and academic 
institutions’ assemblies.

Seven die of 
dengue
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least seven died 
of dengue fever in 
the last 24 hours 
while 596 patients 
were hospitalised till 
yesterday morning.

Of the deaths, four 
were reported in Dhaka 
city, and one each in 
Dhaka, Mymensingh, 
and Rajshahi divisions.

According to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services, with the 
new deaths and cases, 
the death toll rose to 529 
while the total number 
of cases rose to 96,228.

Currently, 905 
dengue patients are 
undergoing treatment 
in different hospitals 
in the capital and 1,327 
across the country.

Eggs, shoes hurled at 
prison van carrying 
ex-mayor Kiran
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

An agitated crowd pelted eggs, shoes, and brooms 
at the police van carrying former Gazipur acting 
mayor and Tongi councillor Asadur Rahman 
Kiran to court yesterday.

The incident took place near Gazipur court’s 
prison cell, said Shahiduzzaman, former 
president of Gazipur Bar Association, adding 
that no lawyer at the court wanted to represent 
the accused.

He was quickly removed from the premises 
amid a lack of security after the court sent him to 
jail, he added.

According to police, a BGB team detained Kiran 
while he was trying to flee to India through the 
Jashore border on November 18.

Kiran has been named in seven cases filed 
with various police stations, including in Tongi, 
Gazipur, and Dhaka’s Uttara. 

He has been accused of attacking, injuring, and 
killing protesters during the Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement, alongside allegations of 
corruption.

Man put 
on remand 
for ‘hurting 
religious 
sentiments’
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 

Sylhet

A Sunamganj court 
yesterday placed a man 
on a five-day remand in 
a case filed over allegedly 
hurting religious 
sentiments through a 
Facebook comment.  

Akash Das, 21, 
was arrested from 
Dowarabazar upazila on 
Tuesday night, hours 
after violence broke out 
following his comment.

Sunamganj’s Senior 
Judicial Magistrate Nirjon 
Kumar Mitra granted the 
remand after hearing a 
petition in the CSA case 
filed by police, said Akbar 
Hossain, court inspector 
of Sunamganj District 
Police.

According to police, 
on Tuesday night, at 
least two temples were 
ransacked, and homes 
and shops of Hindu 
people were vandalised 
in Dowarabazar upazila 
town and Manglargaon 
village near the town.

The mob attacked after 
local Muslims said Akash, 
a Hindu man, posted 
an image on a Facebook 
comment that hurt their 
religious feelings.

While people started 
gathering, police rushed 
to find Akash and 
detained him. While 
returning to the police 
station, a mob tried to 
snatch him. However, 
the police saved him.

Hours later, the 
temples, houses, and 
shops were vandalised.

Later, army personnel 
arrived at the spot, and 
they, along with local, 
political, and Islamist 
leaders, calmed the 
situation.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Smiles have returned to the faces of farmers in the 
Mymensingh region with the good harvests of Aman 
paddy this season, followed by fair market prices. 

Around 40 percent of paddy has already been 
harvested so far, said Dr Salma Laizoo, additional 
director of the Department of Agricultural Extension 
in the Mymensingh division.

“Even though hundreds of farmers incurred losses 
due to recent flash floods and torrential rainfall 
in Mymensingh, Netrakona, and Sherpur districts, 

there will not be any major reduction to the total 
production of Aman paddy, which in turn will help 
the affected farmers recover their losses,” she added.

Mizan Ali, a farmer of Char Gobindapur village 
under Mymensingh Sadar upazila, said he got a good 
profit from his harvest.

“It cost me Tk 3,000 to cultivate Aman paddy on 
every 10-decimal land. I harvested an average of four 
maunds of paddy from every 10-decimal land, and it 

MYMENSINGH REGION

Aman harvest 
brings smiles to 
farmers’ faces
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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Merely a year after being renovated, the 
5.5-kilometre-long Mujgunni Highway 
between Sonadanga Bus Terminal and 
Notun Rasta Intersection in Khulna has 
become rundown yet again. 

The road earlier remained in a 
dilapidated state for long 12 years, before 
the Khulna City Corporation initiated to 
renovate in 2021, and completed the work 
in May 2023, spending Tk 20 crore.

While the city dwellers 
became hopeful that the 
newly renovated road 
would turn the route 
smooth and accessible 
for their commutes, 
their hope faded away 
soon afterwards as 
it turned impassable 
within a year.

Visiting the 
road recently, this 
correspondent observed 
that its bitumen surface has 
worn off and paved the way for 
the formation of numerous small 
and large potholes, making it an arduous 
task for vehicles to ply the road safely.

Vehicles -- including easy bikes, 
rickshaws, and pickup trucks -- were seen 
using only one side of the road, avoiding 
the damaged parts to prevent accidents.

Numerous important landmarks 
of the city are located on both sides of 
Mujgunni Highway, including the 500-bed 
Khulna Medical College Hospital, Khulna 
Specialised Hospital, several education 
institutions, Indian Visa Application 
Centre, around 50 public and private 

offices, and three residential areas under 
Khulna Development Authority. As such, 
the road is a vital one for the city dwellers 
for their daily commute.

Also, most people from the western 
suburbs -- including Khalishpur and 
Daulatpur areas -- use the road to go to 
the central city.

City dwellers alleged that the 
authorities concerned were negligent in 
properly implementing the renovation 

work. They claim that contractors 
used low-quality materials for 

road construction and got 
away with it, resulting in a 

complete waste of public 
money.

KCC officials, 
however, claimed 
that heavy traffic 
and persistent 
waterlogging on 

the road during the 
monsoon led to its rapid 

deterioration.
KCC had also spent 

around Tk 33 crore to 
construct drains on both sides of 

the road. However, considering its claim 
that waterlogging caused damage to the 
road, it is apparent that the drains did not 
serve their purpose well.

According to KCC documents, one 
Kohinur Enterprise got the Tk 9.5 crore 
work order to renovate the first 2.758km 
of the road from Sonadanga Bus Terminal 
to Police Lines, while Mozahar Enterprises 
and Shaheed Enterprises jointly renovated 
the rest 2.545km till Notun Rasta 
intersection for Tk 10.68 crore.

Mujgunni Highway 
crumbles within a year

Tk 20 crore renovation sparks outrage
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A young boy warms his hands over a makeshift fire as the winter cold begins to 
grip the city. With temperatures dropping, people are turning to such makeshift 
fires and winter clothing to keep themselves warm. The photo was taken in the 
capital’s Lalmatia area yesterday.
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