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Two held over rape
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police detained two youths on charges of raping a 
girl in the capital’s Mirpur area yesterday.

One of the accused was identified as Sagar, 24, 
said Md Alauddin, a SI of Mirpur Police Station.

Quoting the 15-year-old girl, her family said 
she was lured to a house in Mirpur-11, where 
she was raped. When the girl fell sick, one of the 
youths called his friend for help. They took her to 
a nearby hospital, where the authorities informed 
the police, leading to their detention.

Foreigners 
won’t be 
allowed to 
stay illegally
Says home adviser

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Foreign nationals will not 
be allowed to stay or work 
illegally in Bangladesh, 
said Home Adviser Lt 
Gen (retd) Jahangir Alam 
Chowdhury yesterday.

Addressing reporters 
at the Secretariat after 
a meeting on law and 
order during Christmas 
and New Year’s Eve, 
he emphasised strict 
enforcement against 
undocumented foreign 
workers.

“Many foreigners are 
alleged to be staying and 
working illegally. They 
must regularise their 
status immediately with 
proper documentation,” 
said a home ministry 
circular signed by officials 
Khuda Baksh Chowdhury 
and Mohammad Abdul 
Momen. 

It warned of legal 
action against violators.

When asked 
about the number of 
undocumented workers, 
Jahangir said, “We don’t 
have precise statistics. 
People from various 
countries are involved, 
and no illegal stay will be 
permitted.”

Meanwhile, while 
attending the BGB 
assistance programme 
at BGB headquarters in 
the capital’s Pilkhana, 
the adviser said BGB has 
been instructed to take 
action according to the 
situation on the border.

Jahangir said BGB 
will always be ready on 
the border. BGB will 
never show its back, he 
also said, adding that 
BGB has been instructed 
that no concession will 
be given in any kind of 
tension on the border.  

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

Smiles have returned to the faces of farmers in the 
Mymensingh region with the good harvests of Aman 
paddy this season, followed by fair market prices. 

Around 40 percent of paddy has already been 
harvested so far, said Dr Salma Laizoo, additional 
director of the Department of Agricultural Extension 
in the Mymensingh division.

“Even though hundreds of farmers incurred losses 
due to recent flash floods and torrential rainfall 
in Mymensingh, Netrakona, and Sherpur districts, 

there will not be any major reduction to the total 
production of Aman paddy, which in turn will help 
the affected farmers recover their losses,” she added.

Mizan Ali, a farmer of Char Gobindapur village 
under Mymensingh Sadar upazila, said he got a good 
profit from his harvest.

“It cost me Tk 3,000 to cultivate Aman paddy on 
every 10-decimal land. I harvested an average of four 
maunds of paddy from every 10-decimal land, and it 

MYMENSINGH REGION

Aman harvest 
brings smiles to 
farmers’ faces
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DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

Merely a year after being renovated, the 
5.5-kilometre-long Mujgunni Highway 
between Sonadanga Bus Terminal and 
Notun Rasta Intersection in Khulna has 
become rundown yet again. 

The road earlier remained in a 
dilapidated state for long 12 years, before 
the Khulna City Corporation initiated to 
renovate in 2021, and completed the work 
in May 2023, spending Tk 20 crore.

While the city dwellers 
became hopeful that the 
newly renovated road 
would turn the route 
smooth and accessible 
for their commutes, 
their hope faded away 
soon afterwards as 
it turned impassable 
within a year.

Visiting the 
road recently, this 
correspondent observed 
that its bitumen surface has 
worn off and paved the way for 
the formation of numerous small 
and large potholes, making it an arduous 
task for vehicles to ply the road safely.

Vehicles -- including easy bikes, 
rickshaws, and pickup trucks -- were seen 
using only one side of the road, avoiding 
the damaged parts to prevent accidents.

Numerous important landmarks 
of the city are located on both sides of 
Mujgunni Highway, including the 500-bed 
Khulna Medical College Hospital, Khulna 
Specialised Hospital, several education 
institutions, Indian Visa Application 
Centre, around 50 public and private 

offices, and three residential areas under 
Khulna Development Authority. As such, 
the road is a vital one for the city dwellers 
for their daily commute.

Also, most people from the western 
suburbs -- including Khalishpur and 
Daulatpur areas -- use the road to go to 
the central city.

City dwellers alleged that the 
authorities concerned were negligent in 
properly implementing the renovation 

work. They claim that contractors 
used low-quality materials for 

road construction and got 
away with it, resulting in a 

complete waste of public 
money.

KCC officials, 
however, claimed 
that heavy traffic 
and persistent 
waterlogging on 

the road during the 
monsoon led to its rapid 

deterioration.
KCC had also spent 

around Tk 33 crore to 
construct drains on both sides of 

the road. However, considering its claim 
that waterlogging caused damage to the 
road, it is apparent that the drains did not 
serve their purpose well.

According to KCC documents, one 
Kohinur Enterprise got the Tk 9.5 crore 
work order to renovate the first 2.758km 
of the road from Sonadanga Bus Terminal 
to Police Lines, while Mozahar Enterprises 
and Shaheed Enterprises jointly renovated 
the rest 2.545km till Notun Rasta 
intersection for Tk 10.68 crore.

Mujgunni Highway 
crumbles within a year

Tk 20 crore renovation sparks outrage
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A young boy warms his hands over a makeshift fire as the winter cold begins to 
grip the city. With temperatures dropping, people are turning to such makeshift 
fires and winter clothing to keep themselves warm. The photo was taken in the 
capital’s Lalmatia area yesterday.
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Afsarul 
Arifeen 
passes away
STAR REPORT

A f s a r u l 
A r i f e e n , 
secretary 
g e n e r a l 
of Dhaka 
C h a m b er 
of Commerce & Industry, 
died of a cardiac arrest 
at a Dhaka hospital on 
December 6, aged 56, 
said a press release.

DCCI President 
Ashraf Ahmed 
expressed their deep 
shock. His namaz-e-
janaza will be held at 
10:30am today at the 
Mohammedan Sporting 
Club, Motijheel. Later, 
he will be buried 
at Jannatul Mawa 
graveyard, Mirpur 11.

POLLS IRREGULARITIES

Reform commission 
to sit with 30 DCs, 
UNOs today
BAHARAM KHAN

The Electoral Reform Commission asked 30 
returning officers and assistant returning officers 
to attend a meeting today to gather information 
on alleged irregularities in the previous three 
national polls held under the previous Awami 
League government.

In those elections, Divisional Commissioners 
and Deputy Commissioners (DCs) served as 
returning officers while Upazila Nirbahi Officers 
(UNOs) acted as assistant returning officers.

The meeting is scheduled for 10:30am at Jatiya 
Sangsad Bhaban.

On December 4, Badiul Alam Majumdar, head 
of the reform commission, wrote to Mokhles Ur 
Rahman, senior secretary of public administration 
ministry, requesting to arrange the attendance for 
these officials.

Accordingly, the ministry invited the officers, 
including several former secretaries and at least 
one current secretary, to the meeting.

A total of 30 officials have been invited, 
including two former division commissioners, 
13 former DCs, 14 former UNOs, and one former 
deputy director of Local Government.

According to four officials involved in the 
arrangements, the reform commission intends to 
seek information regarding the alleged irregularities 
in the elections, who issued the directives, and how 
these directives were implemented by returning 
and assistant returning officers.
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