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AGRAHAYAN 21, 1431 BS        5
Dengue 
claims five 
more lives
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least five dengue 
patients died, and 570 
others were hospitalised 
in the last 24 hours 
till yesterday morning, 
according to the 
Directorate General of 
Health Services (DGHS).

With these latest 
numbers, the total death 
toll has risen to 514 this 
year, while the number of 
dengue cases has reached 
94,884, including 57,016 
cases reported from 
outside Dhaka.

Currently, 2,369 
dengue patients are 
undergoing treatment 
across the country. Of 
them, 1,411 are from 
outside Dhaka.

A total of 92,001 
patients have recovered 
and been discharged 
from hospitals so far, 
with 55,417 recoveries 
reported from outside 
Dhaka.

BOAT CAPSIZE

1 dead, 3 missing
UNB, Barishal

One person died and three were injured after 
a speedboat collided with an anchored sand-
laden barge on the Kirtankhola River in Barishal 
yesterday.

The accident happened around 3:00pm near 
Bishwa Hat in Barishal Sadar upazila, said Sanatan 
Chandra Sarkar, officer-in-charge of Barishal River 
Police Station.

The speedboat, carrying passengers from Bhola 
to Barishal River Port, struck the stationary barge at 
the river’s confluence and sank, he said.

Of the eight passengers, four swam to safety, 
while locals rescued one of the missing passengers 
and rushed him to Barishal Sadar Hospital. 

Doctors declared the man, believed to be 
around 50 years old, dead. His identity remains 
unknown.

Rescuers are still searching for the three missing 
passengers. “The police are leading the rescue 
operations. Although we informed the Fire Service, 
no rescue team had reached the scene as of 8.00pm,” 
OC Sarkar said.

No Indo-Bangla 
border fair in 
Thakurgaon this yr 
UNB, Thakurgaon

The yearly gathering and traditional fair along 
Bangladesh-India border in Thakurgaon’s 
Ranishankail upazila scheduled for today will not 
be held this year.

Rakibul Hasan, Ranisankail Upazila Nirbahi 
Officer, said local administration issued an urgent 
notice banning the gathering apprehending 
untoward incident and deterioration in law and 
order situation.

Besides, a flag meeting between Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB) and Border Security Force (BSF) of 
India took the same decision and requested people 
not to gather along the border.

Pathar Kali Mela is held on the bank of the 
Kulik river in Tengria Gobindpur area of Chapasar 
Tajigaon village near the border along Thakurgaon’s 
Ranisankail and Haripur upazilas.

Around 20,000 to 30,000 people from both 
sides used to throng there to meet their relatives 
who reside on either side of the barbed wire fence. 
They used to get two to three hours to meet.

PAYRA POWER PLANT

Electrician’s body 
found hanging
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Patuakhali

Police recovered the hanging body of a 20-year-
old electrician from the Bengali Shed of the Payra 
1320 MW Thermal Power Plant in Patuakhali on 
Wednesday night.

The body of Sohan Pramanik was found around 
10:00pm and later sent to Patuakhali Medical 
College Hospital morgue for an autopsy yesterday, 
police said.

Sohan, an employee of manpower supplier Gazi 
Enterprise, had joined the plant on November 20. 
He had been staying in the Bengali Shed as he was 
unwell for the past two days, locals said.

Around 9:00pm, Sohan’s cousin Antar 
reportedly went to use the bathroom after work 
and found him hanging in the room, which was 
open at the time.

Police are investigating the incident but are yet 
to determine whether it was a case of murder or 
suicide, said Md Jewel Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Kalapara Police Station.

“We are examining all possibilities,” the OC 
added.

Barishal’s ‘chyapa shutki’ 
becoming popular

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

Dried fish produced in Barishal district is 
gaining popularity across the country.

Mostly, local fish varieties such as pool 
barb (locally known as punti maachh), that 
are harvested from the hundreds of ponds 
and streams and other waterbodies across 
the district, are being turned to dried fish for 
consumption in different districts. 

Around 3,000 tonnes of dried fish worth 
around Tk 5-6 crore are produced in Agailjhara 
and Ujirpur upazilas of Barishal district and 
sent to different regions across Dhaka, Sylhet, 
Rajshahi and Rangpur divisions. 

At least 200 people are involved in the fish 
drying process in the district, which takes 
place for five months starting in winter. 

Subhash Haldar, a wholesale fish trader of 
Harta wholesale fish market in Ujirpur upazila, 
the biggest market for local fish varieties in 
the country’s southern region, said around 10 
tonnes of pool barb are available in the market 
daily, which are preserved locally, dried in the 
sun, before being supplied across the country. 

Dilip Majumdar, a local who is involved in fish 
drying process, said it is his ancestral profession. 

“We collect these pool barbs from local 
markets at Tk 2,000-4,000 per tonne, and dry 
those in the sun without using any chemicals, 
before those are ready for sale. Wholsale 
traders from Madaripur, Sylhet, Nilphamari, 
among other areas, come to buy the dried fish 
for Tk 8,000-18,000 per tonne,” he said. 

“Those engaged in this profession from the 
area sell around 40 tonnes of dry fish made 
from pool barb daily, locally known as ‘chyapa 
shutki’. Around 200 tonnes of pool barb are 
needed to produce this quantity of dried fish,” 
he added.

Subhash Haldar, another dried fish 
producer in Harta area, said they usually dry 
the fish in the sun for four days, then package 
those to be sent to different places. 

“Only 25 tonnes of dried fish can be 
produced from 100 tonnes of fish. Usually, the 
drying process continues from October till 

February. After that, it is no longer possible 
due to bad weather,” he added.

Russell Molla, a wholesale dried fish trader 
from Bhanga area of   Madaripur, said the 
dried fish from Barishal has become popular 
because it is free from chemicals. 

Prosen Majumder, upazila fisheries officer 
in Ujirpur, said, “A diverse array of local fish 
varieties are available in this region. Of those, 
some are kept for producing dried fish in 
winter, through which many locals are earning 
a living while the product continues to gain 
popularity across the country.”

2nd Edition

Rizvi burns his 
wife’s saree
Calls for boycott 
of Indian products
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP Senior Joint Secretary General Ruhul Kabir 
Rizvi yesterday called for the boycott of Indian 
products and encouraged the use of local goods as 
he burnt an Indian saree.

The incident occurred around 11:30am at a 
campaign, titled “Buy Local Products, Be Proud 
and Prosperous,” organised by the General 
Doctors’ Society in front of the Jatiya Press 
Club.

Expressing anger over the attack on 
Bangladesh’s Assistant High Commission in 
Agartala, Rizvi displayed a red saree and said, 
“This is an Indian saree. It belonged to my wife, 
and she herself gave it to me. Today, I am throwing 
this saree in front of you.”

He then threw down the saree and instructed 
party activists to set it on fire, which they promptly 
did. 

In his speech, Rizvi accused India of 
disrespecting Bangladesh’s flag, stating, 
“Although they have disrespected our flag, we will 
just boycott their products. We will respect their 
independence and flag, even though they have 
disrespected ours.”


