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specific timeline has been 
set for the next general 
election. “Our focus is on 
ensuring a free and fair 
election in the future,” he 
added. 

Electoral Reform 
Commission Chief Badiul 
Alam Majumder told 
reporters they discussed 
ensuring punishment 
for the electoral crimes 
committed by the previous 
election commissions.

Responding to a 
question about whether 
the last three commissions 
would be brought to justice, 

he said, “All those who have 
committed crimes need to 
be brought under justice.”

Badiul said that the 
new commission did 
not place any kind of 
recommendation to 
the electoral reform 
commission as of yet. If they 
have anything to share, 
they can share it with the 
reform commission.

Asked about the 
power of the Election 
Commission, Badiul said 
that EC has inherent 
powers and they can do 
everything for the sake of a 
fair election.

SUSHANTA GHOSH, Barishal

The Barishal City Corporation, established in 2002, has 
yet to develop a modern waste management system for 
the tonnes of garbage generated in the city even after two 
decades of establishment.

Although BCC had proposed a project for setting up 
a modern waste management plant with incineration 
facilities, it later got cancelled in the face of opposition 
from local residents.

As a result, the city relies on the six-acre Kawnia 
Puranpara dumping station, where sanitation workers 
dump garbage daily using traditional landfill methods. 

However, this site, acquired in 2004, is now 
overwhelmed with waste and can barely accommodate 
more.

Garbage often spills over near the dumping ground, 
causing problems for residents and polluting the 
nearby Sapania canal, which eventually connects to the 
Kirtankhola river. 

Waste is also frequently left on roadsides and near 
dustbins in the city’s 30 wards for days before being 
removed by BCC workers.

According to BCC sources, about 100 tonnes of waste 
are generated daily in the city with a 58 sq km area 
and around six lakh residents. On Eid days and special 
occasions, the volume goes up considerably.

More than 900 permanent and 
temporary staff are engaged 
in BCC’s waste management 
activities, while 18 trucks and 
220 box vans are being used 
for garbage transportation.

Masudur Rahman, an 
environmental activist, 
said the open dumping at 
Puranpara has made the 
area uninhabitable, forcing 
many residents to relocate.

Rafiqul Alam, divisional 
coordinator (Barishal) of Bangladesh 
Poribesh Andolon, said garbage, including hazardous and 
medical waste, is dumped in open dustbins at over 150 
spots, posing health risks and worsening environmental 
pollution. 

The Puranpara landfill no longer can accommodate 
more waste. It has become urgent for BCC to find an 
alternative and move for a modern waste management 
system, he added.

“It is viable to build a clean city by initiating a modern 
waste management plant that can produce fertiliser 
from bio-degradable wastes and also generate electricity 
by incinerating other wastes. However, the officials 
concerned seen to be reluctant to this end,” he also said.

Lincoln Bain, coordinator of Bangladesh Environmental 
Lawyers Association in Barishal, echoed him.

Mohammad Yunus Mia, BCC’s sanitation officer, said 
workers collect waste from the 30 wards at night using 
box vans, temporarily store it by the roadside, and later 
transport it to two secondary transfer stations (STS). 

Plans are underway to construct 13 more STS facilities 
and add 300 new dustbins to improve operations, he added.

Contacted, BCC secretary Masuma Akhter said they 
had sent a proposal to the Local Government Department 
in February 2021 for final approval for setting up a waste-
to-energy plant by incinerating wastes, and a three-acre 
land was acquired in Lamchhari area to this end.

“However, the proposal was turned down in September 
last year over objections from the local residents. Now we 
are looking for government land elsewhere to materialise 
this project,” she added.

Two decades on, 
Barishal yet to get 

modern waste plant

A CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

Around 58 percent of edible oil used 
in various hotels and restaurants 
in Rajshahi is harmful to human 
health, reveals a new report from the 
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority.

 The national food safety regulatory 
agency prepared the report after 
testing food and oil used in thirty-eight 
hotels and restaurants in the Rajshahi 
metropolitan area and in Puthia and 
Godagari upazilas in the past month.

According to the analysis, edible oil 
from fifteen of the twenty-two hotels 
and restaurants under the metropolitan 
area and seven out of sixteen hotels 
and restaurants in Puthia and Godagari 
upazilas contained an excessive amount 
(above 24 percent) of polar compounds -- 
harmful substances that are formed due 
to reusing edible oils over and over again.

Besides, the agency also found 
various harmful microorganisms by 
testing the chopping and serving tables 
of some of the hotels and restaurants.

“We have seized and destroyed 
edible oil containers that had excessive 
amounts of polar compounds,” said 
Md Yeamin Hossain, food safety 
officer of the Bangladesh Food Safety 
Authority Rajshahi office.

He said that they were not imposing 

fines on the hotels and the restaurants 
for now but are making them aware so 
that they use fresh oils daily.

Prof Mahbubur Rahman Khan, head 
of Rajshahi Medical College’s medicine 
department, said consuming foods 
prepared with edible oils that contain 
excessive amounts of polar compounds 
is very harmful to human health.

“They can cause inflammation, 
resulting in ulcers and stomach cancer. 
Besides, it can cause liver and digestive 
problems as well as infection of the kidney 
and gallbladder problems,” he noted.

Prof Mahbubur further said that the 
government should increase awareness 
among the owners and staff of the 
hotels and restaurants so that they do 
not reuse the same oil several times.

“Along with raising awareness 
among people, the government should 
punish those who use unhygienic edible 
oil in cooking,” he added.

The edible oil used in the hotels 
and restaurants contains 

harmful polar compounds 
from repeated reuse, posing 

serious health risks like ulcers, 
cancer, and liver or kidney 

issues, according to the report.

58pc oil at Rajshahi 
restaurants unhygienic
Bangladesh Food Safety Authority reveals report

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna

While entering the Khulna Medical 
College Hospital, some middle-
aged women are found stationed 
near the main gate and outside of 
the outpatient department.

They are not employed by the 
hospital, but whenever they see 
a patient who has come to seek 
treatment in the hospital, they rush 
towards them.

Then, with promises of providing 
access to quality doctors at low 
fees, they try to lure them away 
to different private clinics that 
have mushroomed in the vicinity 
of KMCH, and extort money 
from them. With their relentless 
approaches, patients hardly 

manage to evade their grip.
As such, the KMCH has become 

increasingly invested with brokers, 
causing severe difficulties for 
patients, particularly those from 
rural areas.

These brokers, mostly women, 

operate openly within the hospital 
premises, scamming patients and 
their families. 

They mainly work contractually 
for at least three dozen private 
clinics, hospitals, and diagnostic 
centres located near KMCH.

They approach the patients, 
saying KMCH runs amid a shortage 
of doctors and necessary facilities, 
and they would better follow 
them and seek better treatment 
elsewhere.

Nasima Akhter, a patient 
from Joykhali village, recounted 
her experience, “Several brokers 
approached me at the KMCH 
entrance on November 21 and 
convinced me to visit a nearby 

Brokers rampant at KMCH
Several brokers approached 

me and convinced me 
to visit a nearby clinic, 

claiming the hospital lacked 
facilities. I was charged 
Tk 100 for consultation, 

but the doctor there 
prescribed unnecessary 
tests costing Tk 4,300.

NASIMA AKHTER, a patient
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SP Babul Akter’s 
bail upheld
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court 
chamber judge yesterday 
upheld a High Court order 
that granted ad-interim bail 
to former superintendent of 
police Babul Akter in a case 
filed over the murder of his 
wife Mahmuda Khanam Mitu in 2016.

Justice Md Rezaul Haque, chamber judge of 
the Appellate Division of the SC, passed the order 
on a petition filed by Mosharraf Hossain, the 
victim’s father, who sought a stay on the HC bail 
order.

Babul’s lawyer Mohammad Shishir Manir told 
reporters that there is no legal bar to his client’s 
release from jail following the SC chamber judge’s 
order.

On November 27, the HC granted ad-interim 
bail to Babul Akter and also issued a rule asking 
the state to explain why he should not be granted 
permanent bail in the case.  On June 5, 2016, Mitu 
was stabbed and shot dead while she was taking 
her son to the school bus stop in Chattogram 
city’s GEC intersection. After the murder, Babul 
filed a case against three unidentified men with 
Panchlaish Police Station.

Students purchasing books from a stall on the opening day of the annual eight-day Divisional Book Fair, 
organised by the government, at Bell’s Park in Barishal city yesterday. PHOTO: TITU DAS


