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clinic, claiming the 
hospital lacked facilities. 
I was charged Tk 100 for 
consultation, but the 
doctor there prescribed 
unnecessary tests costing 
Tk 4,300. Later, my son 
intervened and rescued 
me.”

Nasima alleged that the 
brokers look to collect their 
cuts from those tests. 

She also alleged that 
some Ansar personnel and 
outsourcing staff of KMCH 
are also involved in this 
racket.

Like Nasima, hundreds 
of patients face similar 
hassles every day. 

According to KMCH 
authorities and law 
enforcers, over 25 groups 
and another 20-25 
individual brokers operate 
in the hospital.

In 2022-23, some 37 
brokers were detained from 
KMCH premises, and 12 of 
them were sent to jail while 
the rest were released after 
paying fines.

The situation, however, 
hardly improved.

KMCH currently 
has 281 doctors against 
300 sanctioned doctor 
posts. Also, many critical 
operations are delayed or 
suspended due to a lack of 
anaesthesiologists.

Dr Muhammad Nurul 
Islam, deputy director 
of KMCH, said the 500-
bed hospital currently 
accommodates 1,500 to 
1,750 inpatients daily, while 
around 2,000 patients visit 
the OPD daily.

“We are struggling to 
provide proper services 
amid a shortage of doctors 
and necessary equipment. 
So, middlemen take this 
chance,’’ he added.

“However, we often 
conduct drives against 
them, while some formal 
complaints have been made 

to law enforcement and the 
regional administration 
to curb the brokers’ 
activities,’’ he added.

Dr Sheikh Baharul Alam, 
president of Bangladesh 
Medical Association in 
Khulna, alleged that a 
section of medical staff 
and influential clinic and 
diagnostic owners appoint 
brokers to draw patients 
to their clinics and private 
hospitals, ignoring the law.

“When problems arise 
due to shortages of doctors 
and equipment, patients’ 
families often blame the 
doctors, and these brokers 
seize the opportunity to 
lure them to nearby clinics 
and private chambers,’’ he 
added.

Advocate Mominul 
Islam, president of Khulna 
Healthcare Recipients’ 
Forum, called for 
ensuring accountability 
and transparency to 
improve the quality of 
KMCH’s service to restore 
public confidence, which 
will in turn curb the 
brokers’ menace.Seeking 
anonymity, a broker, who 
works for a local clinic, said, 
“Many patients come from 
far away who want to get 
done with everything and 
leave as soon as possible. 
Amid a huge crowd, we 
provide them the chance to 
see a doctor. In return, we 
get some commission from 
the clinic.”

She denied allegations 
of deceiving and extorting 
patients.
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for me. I always have to 
be cautious worrying 
what if someone does 
anything bad to me as the 
[Suhrawardy] Udyan is 
filled with bad people.”

The fear of sexual 
harassment or assault also 
haunts parents who live with 
their adolescent daughters 
out in the open. Kushum, 13, 
lives with her mother in the 
street. Her mother begs, and 
she sells lozenges in a small 
red bucket.

Kushum’s mother 
said, “Roaming around 
Ramna Park and Udyan, 
we encounter many men 
taking drugs. These people 
try to be nice to us, which 
terrifies me more.” 

“I always tell my daughter 
not to take anything from 
men and eat anything 
they offer. At night, I wake 
up frequently to check 
on my daughter as the 
surroundings are not safe, 
and my daughter is now an 
adolescent,” she added.

Kushum said, “People 
sitting inside the parks 
sometimes offer money to go 
with them. I run away from 
there as fast as possible.”

This correspondent 
talked to 15 street children, 
mostly adolescent girls 
who live in the same fear of 
getting sexually harassed. 

Street children in 
Bangladesh face a harsh 
reality of deprivation, 
poverty, malnutrition, 
disease, illiteracy, and 
violence. Unicef’s 2022 
survey reveals that many 
sleep alone or in groups 
for safety, and one-third 
experience violence 
during sleep. Shockingly, 
passersby are responsible 
for most of the abuse 
and harassment of street 
children in Bangladesh, 
with eight out of 10 
children reporting such 
incidents. However, there 
were no separate statistics 

on sexual violence. 
The survey findings 

are based on first-hand 
reports from a sample of 
7,200 children aged 5-17 
years in hotspots in Dhaka 
and in the country’s eight 
divisions.

Prof Tahmina Akhter of 
Institute of Social Welfare 
and Research noted that 
there is an absence of study 
on sexual abuse of street 
children in our country. 
Based on her research, 
she said female street 
children are often sexually 
harassed at a young age by 
law enforcement officers, 
rickshaw pullers, or bus and 
truck drivers. “Especially 
those who sleep on the 
streets face more sexual 
harassment,” she said.

“Sometimes these 
children face sexual 
violence from their relatives 
at home because of lack of 
parental care,” she said. 

Living without parental 
guidance, sometimes these 
children, after reaching 
puberty, also began to 
explore their sexuality early, 
getting involved in unsafe 
sexual activities amongst 
themselves, Tahmina said, 
adding that miscreants lure 
children by promising to 
marry them and then sell 
them to brothels.

Tahmina said these street 
children don’t tell anyone 
or take legal action even if 
they are subjected to any 
sexual abuse. Sometimes, 
they do not even realise that 
they have been subjected to 
sexual violence.

Wahida Banu, executive 
director of Aparajeyo 
Bangladesh, an NGO 
working with children, 
youth, and women living in 
and around Dhaka slums 
since 1976, had a similar 
view.

She said, “Whether it’s 
on the road, in a park, or in 
a crowded place, most girls 
and boys living on the streets 

face sexual harassment. 
They don’t understand the 
abuse when they are young, 
but they realise it when they 
grow up.”

Wahida said the issue of 
sexual harassment of street 
children is not prioritised in 
our society. Adolescent girls 
growing up on the streets do 
not understand prostitution. 
They get involved in sexual 
activities, accepting it as a 
norm, she said.

Sometimes, street 
children get molested in 
exchange for money as low 
as Tk 5/10, she added. 

Wahida noted that 
although the Children 
Act 2013 talks about 
underprivileged children, 
there is no legal framework 
through which they can 
access justice. Although 
there are many government 
facilities, such as shelter 
homes and services like the 
1098 hotline number, street 
children do not know about 
them, nor can they avail 
those services, she added.

“Our laws are not pro-
children,” she said. “To 
bring street children under 
legal help for violence 
perpetrated against them, 
they require guardianship. 
Otherwise, these children, 
who are completely alone, 
will not get any justice.”
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amendment to the DAP 
only to raise the Floor Area 
Ratio (FAR) standards in 
building construction. Our 
suspicions were proven to 
be true,” he added.

The standards required 
to build a liveable city 
have not been followed 
when determining FAR 
and block-wise FAR 
values   as proposed in the 
DAP amendment, Khan 
continued.

As a result, the proposed 
amendments to the DAP 
may further jeopardise the 
liveability of the capital, he 
said.

Prof Aktar Mahmud 
of IPD said, “A liveable 
city does not only have 
housing. It needs a good 
environment, education, 
healthcare, public 
transport, etc. But our 
business community is only 
interested in increasing FAR. 
No research has even been 
carried out on whether the 
area will remain habitable 
in the future if the FAR is 
increased.”

“Many in Rajuk’s 
policy-making circles are 
succumbing to the unfair 
demands of vested interest 
groups as they fail to 
realise the importance of 
urban planning. Decisions 
should be made in the 
public interest to increase 
the liveability of Dhaka 
without thinking about 
these groups,” he opined.
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Prof Yunus lauded the 
members of the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces, noting 
that their commitment to 
safeguarding the nation 
has been exemplary.

He said the Bangladesh 
Armed Forces symbolise 
resilience, patriotism, and 
unwavering dedication to 
peace. He highlighted their 
efforts during national 
crises like disasters, political 
unrest, and pandemics.

“These demonstrate your 
unwavering dedication 
to the well-being of our 
citizens,” said the chief 
adviser, congratulating the 
NDC graduates from home 
and abroad. 

Prof Yunus also said 
their contributions to 
global peace through 
the United Nations are 
internationally acclaimed. 

He acknowledged the 
Bangladesh Armed Forces’ 
contributions to national 
security, development, and 
nation-building activities.
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Presenting the keynote, 
Prof Kazi Maruful Islam 
of Dhaka University said 
although Bangladesh 
gained independence 
through the Liberation 
War, its administrative 
structure was never 
aligned with the 
aspirations of a free 
nation. 

He said over 20 
administrative reform 
commissions have 
been established since 
independence, but their 
recommendations remain 
largely unimplemented. 

This resulted in a lack 
of accountability and 
fostered authoritarian 
tendencies within the 
administration, he added. 

“The current socio-
political landscape is 
different. The mass 
uprising for an equitable 
Bangladesh offers a vision 
for change. If proper steps 
are taken, it’s possible to 
establish a new framework 
for administrative 
reform,” he said. 

Khandaker Aminur 
Rahman, former 
additional secretary 
and member of Public 
Administration Reform 
Commission, pointed 
out that corruption 
remains one of the biggest 
challenges in public 
administration. 

He emphasised that 
most corruption occurs 
in project management 
rather than among civil 
servants.

He stated, “Corruption 
persists due to the 
lack of democratic 
accountability. In many 
cases, corrupt individuals 
are promoted while honest 
officers are sidelined. This 
culture must be changed 
by prioritising integrity 
and competence in 
promotions.”

Dr Rizwan Khair, 
another member of the 
reform commission, said 
reforming administration 
is a long-term and difficult 
task.

He said, “We 
have missed many 
opportunities for reform 
since independence. Now 
is a turning point, and 
we cannot afford to miss 
this chance. Governance 
requires people with 
strong backbones, not 
yes-men. Bureaucracies 
cannot function 

effectively without robust 
leadership.”

Asif Mahmud Shahan, 
professor of Development 
Studies at Dhaka 
University, traced the 
roots of authoritarian 
tendencies in Bangladesh’s 
administration back to 
1972. 

He said while 
the country gained 
independence, it 
failed to create its own 
administrative framework.

“From 1975 to 1990, 
the state was governed 
under authoritarian rule, 
during which laws and 
regulations were crafted 
to empower civil servants. 
These frameworks were 
never reformed post-1991, 
despite opportunities,” he 
explained.

Elira Dewan, member of 
Local Government Reform 
Commission, highlighted 
the marginalisation of 
indigenous communities in 
government employment. 

She criticised the 
reduction of quotas for 
indigenous groups from 
five percent to one percent, 
which is shared with other 
categories, including 
persons with disabilities.

Kamrul Islam Khan 
Hridoy, a visually impaired 
business development 
professional, criticised the 
equalisation of the age 
limit for government job 
applicants at 32 years for 
both disabled and general 
candidates.

Dr Mizanur Rahman, 
additional secretary of 
public administration 
ministry, asserted that 
political will is the 
foremost requirement for 
administrative reform.

Comparing Bangladesh 
to India, he said, 
“India took immediate 
steps to reform their 
administrative structure 
after independence. 
Unfortunately, we failed to 
learn from them.”

The roundtable also 
included participants 
such as Prof Ferdous 
Arfina Osman of DU, 
BCS Administration 
Academy Rector Dr 
Omar Faruq, ICT Division 
Additional Secretary 
Abu Sayeed Mohammed 
Kamruzzaman, BRAC 
University Senior Academic 
Coordinator Mohammad 
Sirajul Islam, and DU 
student Maisha Farah, 
among others. 
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(Bangladesh Time) 
yesterday.

Fakhrul criticised the 
recent incidents involving 
Bangladesh’s diplomatic 
missions in India and raised 
concerns about border 
activities near Sylhet and 
Benapole.

“We are deeply hurt 
when baseless accusations 
and lies put the people of 
Bangladesh in danger,” he 
said, questioning India’s 
intentions behind these 
activities.

“We always hope India 
will stand by the people 
of Bangladesh and rectify 
past mistakes to rebuild 
trust,” Fakhrul added.

The BNP leader 
emphasised the need for 
unity among political forces 
to safeguard Bangladesh’s 
independence and 
sovereignty.
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