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Israel issues 
new evacuation 
orders in Gaza
14 more Palestinians 

killed in strikes

AGENCIES

Israeli military strikes killed at least 14 
Palestinians across the Gaza Strip yesterday, 
most of them in the town of Beit Lahiya on 
the northern edge, medics said, as the army 
issued new evacuation orders in the south 
of the tiny enclave.

Medics said eight people had been killed 
in a series of strikes in Beit Lahiya while four 
others were killed elsewhere in Gaza City.

An Israeli air strike later killed two 
people and wounded others in Jabalia, 
the largest of Gaza’s eight historic refugee 
camps, in the northern Gaza Strip, medics 
said.

The Palestinian Civil Emergency Service 
said its operations in Jabalia, Beit Lahiya 
and Beit Hanoun had now been halted for 
nearly four weeks due to Israeli attacks on 
their teams and to fuel shortages.

Yesterday, it said 13 of 27 vehicles in 
central and southern Gaza Strip were also 
out of operation due to fuel shortages. It 
said 88 members of the Civil Emergency 
Service had been killed, 304 wounded and 
21 detained by Israel since the war started.

Israel’s military campaign has killed at 
least 44,502 Palestinians, injured many 
others, and reduced much of the enclave to 
rubble, reports Reuters.

Meanwhile, Palestinian Islamist 
movement Hamas and Palestinian 
President Mahmud Abbas’s Fatah party 
have agreed to create a committee to jointly 
run post-war Gaza, negotiators from both 
sides said yesterday.

Under the plan, which needs Abbas’s 
approval, the committee would be 
composed of 10 to 15 non-partisan figures 
with authority on matters related to the 
economy, education, health, humanitarian 
aid and reconstruction, according to a draft 
of the proposal seen by AFP.

Halt truce breaches
Lebanon asks US, France as 9 killed in Israeli strikes 

on southern villages
REUTERS, Beirut

Top Lebanese officials have urged Washington 
and Paris to press Israel to uphold a ceasefire, 
after dozens of military operations on Lebanese 
soil that Beirut has deemed violations, two 
senior Lebanese political sources told Reuters 
yesterday. 

Deadly Israeli strikes on south Lebanon and 
Hezbollah rocket launches on an Israeli military 
post have put a US-brokered ceasefire between 
the two in an increasingly fragile position less 
than a week after it came into effect. 

Nine people were killed in the Israeli strikes 
on villages in southern Lebanon later on 
Monday, after Israel said it was taking aim at 
dozens of Hezbollah targets in retaliation for 
an attack claimed by the militant group during 

a fragile ceasefire.
Hezbollah said it had launched an attack 

targeting an Israeli position in “the occupied 
hills of Kfar Shouba”, in a disputed part of the 
border area between Israel and Lebanon.

Lebanon’s caretaker Prime Minister Najib 
Mikati and Speaker of Parliament Nabih Berri, 
a close Hezbollah ally who negotiated the deal 
on behalf of Lebanon, spoke to officials at 
the White House and French presidency late 
Monday and expressed concern about the state 
of the ceasefire, the sources said.

Neither the French presidency nor the 
foreign ministry were immediately available to 
comment. French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel 
Barrot spoke to his Israeli counterpart Gideon 
Saar on Monday, saying both sides should 
adhere to the ceasefire.

Ex-Pak PM 
booked over 
Rangers’ 
deaths
DAWN ONLINE

Pakistan’s former prime 
minister Imran Khan 
was booked in a murder 
case in connection with 
the death of paramilitary 
personnel who were run 
over by a speeding vehicle 
on the Srinagar Highway 
last week during a protest 
by the PTI.

With this new case, 
the PTI founder joined 
an exclusive club of two 
— alongside PPP founder 
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto — as 
the second ex-PM to be 
booked for murder.

Syrian Kurds, fleeing their homes on the outskirts of the northern city of Aleppo after they were seized by Islamist-led rebels, 
arrive with their belongings to Tabaqah in Raqqa, Syria yesterday. Fighters from a US-backed, Kurdish-led coalition battled 
Syrian government forces yesterday, opening a new front for President Bashar al-Assad who lost Aleppo in a sudden rebel 
advance last week. PHOTO: AFP

Global drought 
carries $300bn 
annual cost 
Warns UN

AFP, Riyadh

Drought costs the world 
more than $300 billion 
each year, the United 
Nations warned yesterday 
in a report published on the 
second day of international 
talks on desertification in 
Saudi Arabia.

Fuelled by “human 
destruction of the 
environment”, drought 
is projected to affect 75 
percent of the world’s 
population by 2050, the 
report cautioned.

The warning coincides 
with a 12-day meeting in 
Riyadh for the 16th session 
of the COP16 under the 
United Nations Convention 
to Combat Desertification, 
seeking to protect and 
restore land and respond 
to drought amid ongoing 
climate change.

Police personnel detain a supporter of varied farmer unions during a sit-in protest at the Delhi-Uttar Pradesh 
state border in Noida, India yesterday, demanding a legal guarantee for minimum support prices amid other 
benefits. PHOTO: AFP

Hamas, Fatah agree on joint 
committee to run post-offensive Gaza 

Death toll in enclave rises to 44,502
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influx of refugees, he added.
Main opposition Congress 

MP Shashi Tharoor reacted 
to Mamata’s suggestion for 
UN peacekeeping forces 
deployment in Bangladesh 
and said he is “not sure” if she 
fully understands their role.

“I am not sure if she fully 
understands the role of UN 
peacekeepers. Having worked 
in UN peacekeeping myself 
for many years, I can tell you 
that UN peacekeepers are very 
rarely sent inside any country 
except for the request by any 
country.”

He told PTI that it is only 
when a country completely 
collapses, the peacekeepers 
are sent. “That too the 
government of the country 
has to request them. But I 
completely agree that we 
have to keep an eye on what is 
happening.”
SEVEN ARRESTED
After investigating the 
security breach at the 
Assistant High Commission 
of Bangladesh in Agartala 
on Monday, Indian 
authorities arrested seven 
people, suspended three 
cops, and “closed” a deputy 
superintendent of police 
(DSP). The police officials 
were attached to the police 
headquarters for their alleged 
negligence in duty, West 
Tripura SP Kiran Kumar K 
said.

“A suo motu case was 
registered at the New Capital 
Complex Police Station over 
the incident. Seven people 
have been arrested so far for 
their alleged involvement in 
the incident.” 

Police have already 
launched an investigation 
into the incident and will take 
steps as per the law, Kiran 
said.

Security was stepped up 
at the Bangladesh diplomatic 
mission in Agartala following 
the incident and paramilitary 
Central Reserve Police Force 
and Tripura State Rifles (TSR) 
personnel were deployed, the 
SP said.

On Monday, a group of 
activists of Hindu Sangharsh 
Samity, who were protesting 
near the Assistant High 
Commission against the 
arrest of Hindu leader 

Chinmoy Krishna Das and 
“atrocities on minorities” in 
Bangladesh, barged into the 
mission. They pulled down 
the Bangladesh flag, tore it 
up, and broke a few items.

Condemning the incident, 
Tripura Chief Minister 
Manik Saha in a Facebook 
post yesterday said, “During 
the protest rally, a group of 
youth tried to barge into the 
Assistant High Commission 
office of Bangladesh in 
Agartala. I condemned the 
incident. Peaceful protest 
can be allowed but such 
behaviour is not acceptable.”

A day after the Agartala 
incident, activists of Sanatani 
Yuva yesterday wanted to take 
out a “Bangla Chalo” march 
towards Akhaura border, but 
were not granted permission 
by the police.

Meanwhile, the All 
Tripura Hotel and Restaurant 
Owners’ Association 
(ATHROA) yesterday said its 
members would not cater to 
people from Bangladesh in 
view of the “treatment meted 
out to the Indian flag” in that 
country.

ATHROA General 
Secretary Saikat 
Bandyopadhyay said the 
decision was made at an 
emergency meeting on 
Monday.

Earlier, ILS Hospital, 
a multi-speciality private 
hospital in Agartala, 
announced that it would 
not treat any patient from 
Bangladesh.

In the wake of Monday’s 
incident at the Bangladesh 
Assistant High Commission 
in Agartala, security 
was beefed up around 
the Bangladesh High 
Commission in New Delhi, 
according to Delhi police 
officials. 

“Security has been 
stepped up, and extra police 
personnel have been deployed 
all around the commission. 
We are also ensuring no 
gathering takes place around 
its premises,” a senior police 
officer said.

Yesterday in Assam, 
Congress and several other 
organisations held protests 
across the state demanding 
security of the religious 
minorities in Bangladesh.


