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SUPPLEMENT

The Chittagong Hill Tracts Accord:
Transforming harmony into prosperity

A Developed and Prosperous-Enlightened Hills

The Ministry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs expresses its deep appreciations
to all peoples of the CHT on the 27th celebrations of the CHT Accord.
Comprising three districts (Bandarban, Khagrachari, and Rangamati), it is a
region with a rich cultural heritage, diverse ethnicities, and unbounded
economic potentiality. However, it faces significant socio-economic, education
and environmental degradation challenges, including underdevelopment and
ethnic tensions, Lagging behind in socio-economic, educational and other
indicators vis-d-vis other parts of the nation, the CHT Accord of 1997 has
created dynamism in every sphere of social live. Unfortunately, the development
of the CHT in the current context of Bangladesh requires addressing the region’s
unique challenges while capitalizing on its resources and culture which will be
in a sustainable and inclusive and multi-faceted approach, focusing on
infrastructure, education, healthcare, social equity, environmental protection
and political understandings. Do so, follow deserves more consideration:
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1. Promote Inclusive Governance & People’s Rights:

* Implement CHT Accord: Implementation of the CHT Accord 1997, which
was signed aiming to address historical injustices and ensure political nghts
and good-governance for all communities of the CHT. Strengthening local
governance structures and ensuring the participation of local leaders in
decision-making process is critical as indicated in the Accord. The CHT
Peace Accord (1997) should be fully implemented, ensuring the rights and
autonomy of ethnic communities. Which will include better representation in
decision-making processes and local governance.

* Decentralized Governance: Empowering the Hill District Councils (HDCs)
in accordance with CHT Accord 1997 and other local institutions to manage
resources, development, and good-governance for all. So, establishment of
robust systems for conflict resolution to address disputes and prevent
violence. Strengthen the role of local councils (like the CHT Regional
Council) and ensure that the local peoples are fairly represented.

2, Improve Infrastructure and Connectivity:

* Roads and Transport: Improve road networks for transportation links to
integrate the region with the rest of the country for free movement of persons
and goods and especially to facilitate trade, mobility, and access to essential
services and ultimately that will connect remote villages to urban centers.
Besides, multiple uses of Kaptai Lake facilities for harmonious growth in
economic developments in fisheries, navigation, eco-tourism and other
service seclors.

* Digital Connectivity: Expand intermet and mobile network coverage to
improve access to information, institutional and remote education, healthcare
services and finally economic opportunities. The lack of digital connectivity
is a major barrier to social and economic development to.

* Energy and Ulilities:Expand access to electricity is prime for
socio-economic development. About 250,000 households are still out of
electricity. Although, due to remoteness and geographical terrain national
grid may not be possible but government may like to provide household solar
panels to bring the nation in 100% power supply. So, renewable energy
options (solar, hydro), to reduce dependency on fossil fuels and improve
living standards.

3. Inclusive & Integrated Economic Development:

» Sustainable Agriculture: To develop livelihood of the CHT peoples, it is
essential to promote agricultural development focusing on sustainability and
climate-resilient farming methods, replacing shifting cultivation practices
harmonious horticulture and long-term income generating methods 1o
increase productivity without harming the environmeni. Introduce
climate-resilient crops, organic farming, and agro-forestry techniques that
are culturally acceptable and environmentally sustainable. Besides, increase
fisheries and eco-tourism and sustain water transport during lean period are
must. Finally, that includes along with better access to markets access for
supplies of different produces.

* Products Diversification: Encourage alternative livelihoods, especially for
youth and women, through vocational training in skills like weaving,
carpentry, eco-tourism, and digital literacy. Supporting entrepreneurial
self-employed small-scale businesses and cottage industries can help
diversify the local economy and reduce dependence on traditional farming,
which is often vulnerable to climate impacts.

* Tourism Development: Capitalize on the region’s natural beauty and
cultural heritage to promote eco-tourism and community-based tourism

2and AR 92 P e FRR S92 AED] BRaTE Sameels AREE a9 sen 0
TS sl | ot ool asialse 5iE Ben m = 5 wws #@6s)

FTTE (A6 TIUSES ST AT ST AE0] W SEeTe 96Em | o8 Wb
AR P FBE AT SFU TG T | AT (GADT SR il e
3 BT MR SR YErE SR T T S AR S @ S |
I @RG ZW R, IREET SgEs gAEs 5@ J9 Seamas 89 o el
taEs @ @ 7EE SRR e aieaniE GRE Afe, wE, Sgue 8wl
TS WIS TS FGa AETS oSBT W |

BIE-AET GG TSI N M55 SRS FaE M o 95
PG A ATTIRETE (IS TS A S JAS THTETG |

i o) BRaTE BiE fan 2038 97 Wi ARt T i |

A4er BBATT f[Faus TEeE
TIAGTSH ARECT AP
58 S 3893, 3 U 2038 B

e BT G5 I 39 eranfBe e HEsETHe waE aeEe S o afad |

apfBe a Woifie pinal wia AEElee b 9 FUNY S-S 14T BRAE W |
236 TEEfE 2 26 DermE FEmED R 4 W TR S W B
ST (aFEEIEs P | WSS, TG @ IrETE 2 B weE E3 I9g®, 3
G, SOt 92 g ARl S0 R S P S GG o 5 1o |

st 5T BfS ' 5E Wi @fF HEE 4 SoEe NI EIED T | S8 TR e
755 531 wEs; 5Ra= Euge FgTes @ i) sha el ofaes g9 sedifhs wm faa
A e TG | oS BB §EE o orde Bham HEee iy ands amee @ /g
f3fE-RPu= Hepnda T3 TEE | A4St 5haTE AEse wgeE 59 Ak meE SgEd
B 3 TN TIG T U | 5T AR LT Dl TS e it i
2 SRS TR RSy Serem g SE o IR |
ST BRA BFd IEEE MY 98 we RanETal SigEe SiE AEo s
TEOIE Sgud | oYl A [FEne SgeE B IeerEeE S e @ SgueE
CTgEEE A6a1 0 (60 =) Wil g Sgus 3 T [SaeTenE e E 9 |
A5 BRATN SHEe @15, 50 S0 mEl A, AeEa SR SETes AEEE a9
weT i 8 fEfE e 59 o e b, T, B, 9 s,
TR, HOH 3 °1E WA, Yo Aea 09y, &g o {0, ofF 3 ey
I B8 g9 oriBa 1w 9ET TaE A s SigEe Siease Sgaed F19 et |
mmmwmmmm—mmwﬁ
TG, TENTEE 3 SIS AERT G G I

o st ERa i InwEE 24 FuEfd Seenw (9 Aed FEbifEa FEEn S

g |
—mm‘.g—-
4 @ 98 YA 7= Bt

4.

'5l

| * Community Health Progra

by avoiding damaging the environment or displacing local communities. Ethnic communities can benefit from tourism by
developing cultural sites, homestays, and guiding services. However, lourism development should be sensitive to local
cultures and environmental sustainability.

Promote Entrepreneurship and Local Industries: Encourage local entrepreneurship, particularly in small-scale industries
such as handicrafts, traditional textiles, bamboo products and local ethnic craftsmanship, by providing market access,
financial assistance, and training which can be exported or sold locally.

Value Addition and Market Access: Develop infrastructure for better access to markets, especially for local products such
as handicrafts, bamboo, and forest products. Government and non-governmental support for value-added products will
open new markets for ethnic goods, enhancing economic opportunities.Promote the unique crafts of CHT, such as
weaving, bamboo products, and traditional arts. Facilitating fair-trade systems, cooperatives, and access o national and
international markets will provide income opportunities without compromising cultural integrity.

Enhance quality Education and Skill Development:

Improved Access to Education: The CHT has fallen behind in education than other parts of Bangladesh. So, compulsory
primary, secondary and possibly higher education facilities are must to ensuring access to education for all communities.
Besides, CHT schools have been incorporated few ethnic languages, traditions, and history into the curriculum to promote
inclusivity. Support the preservation of local languages and promote bilingual or multilingual education to foster cultural
identity and social cohesion.

Quality Higher Education and Vocational Training: Provide vocational and skills training programs tailored to the
region’s needs, such as in construction, 1T, handicrafts, teaching foreign languages emphasizing on English, eco-tourism,
to increase employability and self-reliance.

Teacher Training and Capacity Building: Provide incentives for qualified teachers to work in CHT, along with ongoing
training to improve the quality of education. Teachers should be trained in culturally sensitive approaches that reflect the
ethnic way of life. ' ' i '
Health and Wellbeing:

Health Infrastructure: Improve healthcare facilities, including hospitals, clinics, and mobile health units, especially in
remote areas. There should be a focus on maternal and child health, mental health, and prevention of diseases prevalent
in the region. Mobile health clinics can be used to reach hard-to-access areas.

gin and deploy local health workers to serve as intermediaries between healtheare
his will help bridge cultural gaps in healthcare delivery.

.mental health challenges, particularly trauma from past conflicts, by providing
ces and support systems. -

esource Management:
‘Biediversity. It contributes 44% of oxygen at national level. So,

ing deforestation and conserving natural resources while

season, steps should be taken to revive stream and water heads. Noted that Kaptai Lake water level drastically falls in
dry season of the year. So, given the region's vulnerability to climate change, investments in climate-resilient
infrastructure (e.g., flood control systems, drought-resistant crops) are necessary.

* Eco-tourism and Conservation: Promote eco-tourism as a way to protect biodiversity while providing economic
benefits to local communities. This could include promoting conservation projects, wildlife protection, eco-friendly
infrastructure and eco-friendly tourism,

7. Address Social Inequality and Empower Women:

* Gender Equality: Ensure that females and males have equal access to education, healthcare, and employment opportunities.
Empower women in decision-making roles, particularly in local governance and community leadership are far behind.

* Social Safety Nets: As all aware that CHT is far behind in education, health and socio-economic indicators of growth at
national level. So, introduce targeted welfare programs to address poverty and inequality in marginalized communities,
This could be included cash transfers, food security programs, housing schemes, modern internet based education and
medical facilities, reduce poverty level and considering environment protection schemes with sufficient fundings.

8. Promote Inter-Community Dialogue and Conflict Resolution

* Conflict Resolution Mechanisms: Promote dialogue and understanding between ethnic and Bengali communities to
reduce tensions and build social cohesion. Initiatives could include cultural festivals, inter-community education programs, and
joint development projects. This could be supported by the government, civil society organizations, and international agencies.

* Address Historical Grievances: Acknowledge and address the historical injustices faced by ethnic communities,
including land loss, forced migration, and violence. This could involve compensalory measures, reparations, and
long-term plans for peaceful co-existence of different communities.

9, Strengthen Law and Order: _
* Security and Rule of Law: Strengthen the rule of law and ensure that communities feel secure. Law enforcement
should respect local customs and traditions, while addressing illegal activities such as land grabbing and deforestation.
* Human Rights Protection: Ensure that the human rights of ethnic people are protected, including their right to land,
culture, and participation in governance.
Conclusion:

The development of the CHT areas in Bangladesh must be based on a comprehensive, inclusive approach and not be
top-down, but rather a collaborative, community-based approach that respects the region's ethnic cultures, traditions, and
governance systems. A collaborative effort between the government, local communities, NGOs, and international
partners is necessary to create lasting change. The key is to empower local populations, uphold their rights, and develop
infrastructure and services that are tailored to their unique needs, while also fostering economic growth that benefits
everyone in the region. The involvement of local stakeholders, as well as a commitment to inclusivity, peace-building,
and environmental sustainability, is key to ensuring that development in the CHT is both effective and just.

Minisiry of Chittagong Hill Tracts Affairs (MOCHTA)




