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Hasnatul Islam Faiyaz, a first-year HSC student of Dhaka College, is tied up with ropes as cops take him on a 
seven-day remand after he was produced before the CMM’s Court in the capital. Hasnatul was picked up from 
his Jatrabari home on Wednesday night in connection with a case filed over recent violence.
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It was a plot 
to cripple the 
economy
Says PM while visiting 
wounded in Nitor
UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said 
the recent violence in the country was part 
of a conspiracy to reduce Bangladesh to a 
nation of beggars by 
crippling the economy.

She said this 
after visiting the 
National Institute 
of Traumatology 
and Orthopedic 
Rehabilitation (Nitor), 
popularly known as 
Pangu hospital, in the capital.

Hasina, also the chief of Awami League, 
once again said it is up to the country’s 
people to try the culprits who were behind 
the deadly violence.

“So many families have been affected. 
Who is responsible for this?” she asked.

She narrated how the BNP-Jamaat 
alliance unleashed a reign of terror and 
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MD MEHEDI HASAN

Bankers are dreading a big drop in their profits as 
their defaulted loans are likely to increase further 
due to the curfew and the five-day internet blackout.

The defaulted loans are likely to increase further 
as business people are suffering due to the ongoing 
unrest, said Naser Ezaz Bijoy, chief executive officer 
(CEO) of Standard Chartered Bangladesh.

At the end of March, total defaulted loans 
stood at a record Tk 182,295 crore, which is 11.10 
percent of total disbursed credit, as per the latest 
published data of the central bank.

INTERNET OUTAGE, CURFEW

Default loans to soar, 
banks’ profit to dip

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

SECOND EDITION

PROTEST ORGANISERS

2 more in DB 
custody ‘for 
their security’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detectives yesterday took 
two more organisers of the 
quota reform movement 
-- Sarjis Alam and Hasnat 
Abdullah -- into their 
custody.

Junaed Alam Sarker, 
additional deputy 
commissioner of the 
Detective Branch of police, 
told The Daily Star that they 
took the two into custody 
“to ensure their security 
and to get information 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 

Hold law enforcers 
accountable for 
wrongdoings
14 foreign missions urge govt
DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONENT

In a letter to Foreign Minister Hasan 
Mahmud, 14 foreign missions in Dhaka 
urged the protection of human rights and 
fair trials for those arrested in the wake of 
last week’s violent clashes.

They also expressed deep concern over 
the casualties and destruction of public 
properties during the unrest centring the 
student protests demanding reform to 
government job quotas, diplomatic sources 
said.

The joint letter sent to the foreign 
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

City residents, still reeling from the shocks of deaths and destructions 
over the quota protests, are now feeling a fresh wave of fear.

Almost every day, a column of vehicles carrying law enforcers 
reaches some neighbourhoods, in some cases after sundown. Members 
of different forces jump off their vehicles, quickly cordon off the area 
and take position at different points. In some cases, their left hands grip 
the gun barrels with the right hand index fingers placed on the triggers.

An announcement through a megaphone hits the building walls and 
reverberates through the area: Go inside your home, don’t try to come out.

Panicked, locals do as they are told – a block raid begins.
Soon, internet connections at targeted homes get snapped and street 

lights go off one by one. Only the searchlights mounted on the law 
enforcers’ vehicles light parts of the area. In the next one to two hours, 
additional forces are called in, who then split into different groups and 
start raiding different houses.

This is how residents of at least eight areas in the capital shared their 
experience to The Daily Star. 

The raids are creating further worries among the residents whose 
trauma is still fresh from the deaths of at least 162 people (according to 
this newspaper’s count; actual figure could be much higher) in recent 
violence centring the quota protest.

The eight areas that saw such raids are Matuail, Shanir Akhra, 
Jatrabari, Kajla, Bashundhara, Shahinbagh, Mirpur DOHS, ECB 
Chhattar and Matikata.

During the raid, law enforcers knock on the door, get inside and 
arrest anyone suspected to have been involved in violence or were in 
contact with any troublemakers, police and locals said.

Joint forces have been conducting the block raids in different areas 
of the capital and other parts of the country to arrest those suspected 
to have been involved in the violence centring the quota protests.
STUDENTS ARE TOP TARGET
Till yesterday police confirmed 2,536 arrests while Rab arrested 71 in the 
capital alone.

“Before conducting a drive, we collect the digital footprint and 
information provided by local sources including the ruling party men 

Block raids 
unnerve city 

residents

“Before conducting a drive, we collect the 
digital footprint and information provided by 

local sources including the ruling party men 
to identify the troublemakers and trace their 

whereabouts.” 

A police officer, requesting anonymity.
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A 17-year-old boy shot dead in Rampura. A 16-year-old boy died from bullet wounds 
in Jatrabari. A 32-year-old furniture shop employee fatally shot in Chattogram. At 

least 163 lives (the actual number could be much higher) were lost when law enforcers 
opened fire on protesters during the recent unrest. But these victims are not just 

statistics; they are children, husbands, and friends. In this report, we try to know the 
story of three such names among these tragic numbers.

More than just 

NUMBERS

‘Ma don’t worry, 
I’ll be home in 
two minutes’
Samudra’s mother recalls his 
last words after the 17-year-
old died of bullet injuries
MASHFIQ MIZAN

On every Friday, Mostofa Zaman Samudra, 
a 17-year-old SSC graduate, goes to Juma 
prayers with his father, Tajul Kal.

They did the same on July 19.
After prayers, Tajul returned to their 

rented apartment in Rampura, Samudra 
did not. He told his father that he would 
meet his friends, promising him he’d 
return shortly.

But he did not.
Hours later, Samudra’s lifeless, bullet-

ridden body was brought home on a 
rickshaw-van after police and BGB opened 
fire at protesters in Rampura.

Samudra was supposed to get admitted 
to Siddheswari College just a day later; 
instead, his body returned to his village in 
Munshiganj, wrapped in a white shroud 
for burial.
A MOTHER’S WORST FEAR REALISED
As Samudra did not return home, his 
mother, Masuda Jaman, grew anxious. She 
immediately called him. “Ma don’t worry, 
I’ll be home in two minutes,” he reassured 
her. 

However, as minutes turned into hours 
and repeated calls went unanswered, her 
fears intensified.

By that time, horrors engulfed 
Rampura, Banasree, and Badda as bullets 

ANWARUL HAIDER, Noakhali

“We were going for breakfast when my 
son got shot. He died without even having 
something to eat.”

Akram Hossain could not hold back his 
tears as he recounted the tragic incident 
on July 21, when his eldest son, Arafat 
Rahman Akash, 16, was fatally shot on 
Chittagong Road in Dhaka’s Jatrabari 
area.

“Around 11:00am, after the curfew was 
relaxed, Akash and I went out to have 
breakfast near our home in Masjid Goli 
(alley). Suddenly there were shots fired, 
and people scattered and ran to wherever 
they could take shelter. 

Akash was a few yards behind me, 
so I looked back to see if he was alright, 
and saw him lying on the ground,” said 
Akram, a fruit vendor from Wasekpur 

village under Noakhali’s Sonaimuri 
upazila.

“At first, I thought he was scared and 
had laid down to take cover. As I got 
closer, I found him in a pool of blood. He 
was murmuring, ‘Father, save me... save 
me’. But I couldn’t save my boy. Three 
bullets had pierced his body.”

I couldn’t save my boy, three 
bullets had pierced his body
Says father of slain 16-year-old Akash

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

Faruk’s family stares 
at a bleak future

MOHAMMAD SUMAN

Mohammad Faruk, 32, an employee 
at a furniture shop in Shulakbahar, 
Chattogram, was fatally shot as Jubo 
League and Chhatra League clashed with 
quota reform protesters on July 16.

He was returning to work from lunch 
in the Muradpur area.

Faruk’s family, comprising his wife 
Sima Akhter, their eight-year-old son 
Fahim, and five-year-old daughter 
Fahima, now faces an uncertain future. 

Faruk’s father, Abdul Dulal, a van driver, 
said, “Faruk was crossing the road after 
having lunch at a hotel in Muradpur when 
he was shot around 3:00pm on July 16. He 
did not belong to any party or participate 
in the movement. Still, my son had to die,” 

Abdul Dulal told The Daily Star.
Faruk, the second of four brothers and 

two sisters, was a pillar of support for his 
family. 

He consistently sent money for his 
mother’s medical treatment while 
managing his family’s expenses. Despite 
their roots in Noakhali’s Begumganj area, 
Faruk and his family had been living in 
Lalkhan Bazar, Chattogram, since his 
marriage to Sima Akhter 17 years ago.

Sima Akhter recounted their 17-year 
marriage and Faruk’s eight years of work 
at the furniture store. “Faruk was always 
worried about the education of our 
children,” she said.

On July 28, Abdul Dulal, accompanied 
by Sima and the children, visited the 

CENTRAL POLICE HOSPITAL

At least 259 cops 
took treatment there
DIPAN NANDY

 For over a week, three-year-old Namira and 
one-year-old Nadira have had their smiles 
wiped off their faces.

Their father Syed Masudur Rahman, 
a traffic police sergeant, was their only 
playmate at home.

After returning home from work, he 
would spend some quality time with them 
before dinner.

But now, he lies on a hospital bed after a 
mob attacked him with iron rods and pipes.

On July 18, Masud, a sergeant of the Wari 
Traffic Division under Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police, left his Aftabnagar home for his duty.

But even before he could make it, he was 
attacked right near his house.

“I was beaten indiscriminately with 
sticks. I tried to enter a bank for shelter but 
I failed. Then, I was attacked again,” he told 
The Daily Star at the Central Police Hospital 
in the capital’s Rajarbagh recently.

With injuries to his head, face, hands, 
and legs, Masud contacted his seniors after 
he was finally able to take shelter inside the 
bank.

“But they couldn’t reach the spot. Then 
my wife came there and begged the attackers 

Masud said his right hand had been 
broken. He had to get eight stitches on one 
finger and 10 on his head.

“I could tell from the nature of the 
attack on me and other policemen that the 
attackers weren’t students. Instead, students 
tried to stop them.”

At least 47 other cops are currently being 
treated at the hospital, with one of them in 
the Intensive Care Unit.

Speaking to this correspondent, many of 
them, like Masud, said the attacks were not 

An injured traffic police at Central Police 
Hospital in the capital’s Rajarbagh.

PHOTO: STAR

A woman finally spots her husband inside a prison van while another breaks down in tears at the sight of her loved one. Yesterday, families 
thronged the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate Court in Dhaka to catch a glimpse of their relatives, who were arrested in cases filed over the 
recent violence. PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Who picked 
up Nahid 
first time?
ASIFUR RAHMAN

Key organiser of the quota reform protest, Nahid 
Islam, a Dhaka University student, was allegedly 
picked up by law enforcers early on July 20, 
although law enforcers deny their involvement.

However, video footage obtained by The 
Daily Star shows that a vehicle of Rapid Action 
Battalion-3, one SUV, a microbus, and two 
motorcycles were present near the Sabujbagh 
residence from where Nahid was picked. 

Nahid was found battered and unconscious in 
Purbachal over 24 hours later. He claimed he was 
physically tortured until he lost consciousness. 

After regaining consciousness under a bridge, 
Nahid managed to reach home by auto-rickshaw 
and was subsequently hospitalised.

But he was picked up again while undergoing 
treatment at Gonoshasthaya Nagar Hospital  on 
July 26. This time, the Detective Branch (DB) 
claimed to have taken him and other coordinators 
of the quota reform movement into custody for 

“their safety”.
Before Nahid was picked up 
by the DB again, he told this 

newspaper that plainclothes 
men, numbering 25-

30, detained him after 
2:00am the night he was 
picked up for the first 
time. 

They broke into his 
friend’s house, dragged 

him out, and took him 
inside a microbus, he said.
Before they blindfolded 

him, he spotted a Rab vehicle, he 
said, which is consistent with the eye 

witness accounts and the video this newspaper 
saw. 
WHAT WE SAW
The Daily Star reviewed footage from various 
CCTV cameras near the building where Nahid was 
picked up from his friend’s residence. 

The footage confirms that at least one Rab-3 
vehicle was present at the scene between 1:51am 
and 2:12am on July 20.

Around 1:51am, two motorcycles, an SUV, a 
microbus, and a Rab van stopped in front of a 
camera near Nandipara Govt Primary School in 
Sabujbagh.

 Nahid’s friend’s house, where he slept that 
night, was only 100-150 metres away from this 
location.

These vehicles came from the Nandipara 
intersection side and returned from the same side 
after around 20 minutes.

During this period, Nahid was picked up, 
according to witnesses and Nahid himself. 

Notably, the nationwide curfew had already 
begun by then, and only ambulances and a few 
trucks were moving around the area, aside from 
the vehicles that arrived with the Rab-3 vehicle.

CCTV footage showed that both motorcycles had 
pillions and most of the car seats were occupied. 
The first microbus was closer to the house. 

The SUV and the Rab-3 van waited for 10 
minutes. Four to five men were seen waiting and 
talking on the phone behind the SUV. 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

It’s a flagrant 
deception 
Says TIB on 
making protesters 
read statement in 
DB custody

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Detaining quota reform 
protest coordinators as a 
“weapon to suppress” the 
movement and making 
them read a statement 
withdrawing their 
programme on video is 
“flagrant deception and 
unconstitutional”, said 
Transparency International 
Bangladesh yesterday.  

In a statement, the anti-
graft watchdog condemned 
the act, terming it 
“hypocrisy and illegal”.

“To justify human rights 
violations -- large-scale 
killings, detentions, and 
unjust actions -- carried 
out by law enforcement 
agencies and to suppress 
the movement, the 
government, ruling party, 
state-run institutions, and 
Detective Branch (DB) have 
employed false narratives 
that are “self-destructive, 
anti-people, and cruel 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7

‘Don’t harass 
innocents’
NHRC urges 
authorities to arrest 
saboteurs based on 
reliable information

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

National Human Rights 
Commission (NHRC) 
Bangladesh yesterday 
urged the authorities 
concerned to identify and 
try the saboteurs based 
on reliable and specific 
information in connection 
with the recent violence.

It also urged them not 
to make mass arrests and 
respect the human rights 
of the citizens.

Kamal Uddin Ahmed, 
chairman of the 
commission, said, “A 
number of lives were lost 
and national properties was 
destroyed in the violence, 
which is very unfortunate 
and a violation of human 
rights. No innocent person 
should be harassed while 
identifying and arresting 
the criminals.”

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1
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GUARDIANS BESIDE CHILDREN. Holding a placard that says “Why did you kill my children?”, a guardian leaves the premises of Dhaka 

Medical College yesterday after law enforcers barred them from holding a sit-in there.

PHOTO: PALASH KHAN

No journo should be in danger for doing their job
Says IPI, calls for probe into killings of 3 journos

DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT
The International Press Institute (IPI) global 
network has called for a swift investigation 
into the deaths of three journalists, who 
were killed while covering the recent 
protests in Bangladesh, and ensuring a safe 
working environment for media.Besides, around 30 journalists have 

sustained injuries while covering the 
protests demanding reforms to the quota 
system in government jobs, said IPI in a 
statement on Monday.Hasan Mehedi, a journalist at Dhaka 

Times, was killed while covering clashes 
between protesters and police on July 18 in 
Dhaka. On the same day, Md Shakil Hossain, 
a correspondent for Daily Bhorer Awaj, was 
killed in Gazipur city, while on July 19, Abu 
Taher Md Turab, a correspondent for Daily 
Naya Diganta, was shot in Sylhet while 
covering the violent clashes. “IPI strongly condemns the killings of 

Hasan Mehedi, Md Shakil Hossain, and Abu 
Taher Md Turab and calls for a thorough 
investigation into the circumstances 
of their deaths,” said Amy Brouillette, 
director of advocacy at IPI. “No journalist 
should be in danger for doing their job.” 

“We once again renew our call on the 
government to take action to improve 
press freedom in the country and hold 

those responsible for crimes against 
journalists accountable,” she also said. 

Regarding injured journalists, some of 
them were caught up in the clashes, while 
others were attacked by the police or by 
the counter-protesters supporting BCL, 
according to Reporters Without Borders. 

An IPI monitoring report from October 

2022 to March 2023 indicates that 
journalists in Bangladesh operate in a 
hostile and difficult environment even 
when protests are not occurring.They often face physical attacks, threats, 

and legal harassment, as well as censorship 
and surveillance. In May 2023, IPI published an open 

letter calling on Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina, expressing concerns about the 
state of media freedom in Bangladesh 
and demanding that thste

An IPI monitoring report from 
October 2022 to March 2023 indicates that journalists in Bangladesh operate in a hostile and difficult environment even when 
protests are not occurring.

Guardians barred from staging sit-in at DMCSTAFF CORRESPONDENT
Police barred a group of guardians from holding a sit-

in under the banner of “Santaner Pashe Obhibhabok 

(Guardians beside children)” in front of Dhaka Medical 

College yesterday.They announced the programme at the main entrance 

of DMC, demanding answers for the deaths of their 

children in clashes centring the quota reform protests.

Shima Dutta, a guardian, said they wanted to hold a silent sit-in to protest the killings of their children.“We requested the police to permit us to hold the sit-in for just 10 minutes. But they refused. We have the right to stand anywhere to express ourselves. The constitution guarantees this,” Shima told the media.Md Aktarul Islam, additional deputy commissioner (Ramna zone) of Dhaka 

Metropolitan Police, told The Daily Star that they were not 

allowing the demonstration because the guardians had not 

obtained permission from the DMP.
“Without permission, we cannot allow them to hold 

their programme here,” he added.
Later, they visited injured students undergoing treatment 

at the Dhaka Medical College Hospital. The students suffered 

injuries in recent clashes with law enforcement agencies and 

pro-government groups during the protests.

We requested the police to permit us to hold the sit-in for just 10 minutes. But they refused. We have the right to stand anywhere to express ourselves.

Will take 
foreign tech support for judicial probeSays PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday said the government will seek foreign technical assistance for the judicial probe committee investigating the deaths centring the quota protests, to ensure a thorough and standard inquiry.
“We will take foreign technical assistance for the judicial inquiry committee to make it appropriate and standard,” she said.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8 

A 28-year-old father shot and killed in Dhaka. A 35-year-old farmer died from 

bullet wounds in Mymensingh. A 25-year-old son fatally shot in Cox’s Bazar. 

At least 162 lives (the actual number could be much higher) were lost when law 

enforcers opened fire on protesters. But these victims are not just statistics; they 

were children, husbands, and friends. In this report, we try to know the stories of 

three such names among these tragic numbers.

More than just NUMBERS

Why isn’t father calling me?
4-year-old daughter of Priyo, who was shot dead on July 19, keeps asking

MD ABBAS

On July 19, journalist Tahir Zaman Priyo, 
28, was fatally shot in the head as law 
enforcers opened fire to disperse quota 
reform protesters in the capital’s Science 
Lab area. 

Priyo’s friends, present at the protest, 
saw him fall as the shots rang out. 

Despite trying to reach him several 
times, they were forced back by the police 
gunfire. Later, they watched as officers 
retrieved Priyo’s body and took it away. 

As the situation calmed, Priyo’s friends 
searched from one police station to 
another for Priyo’s body.Their search met deadends as no 

station provided information about Priyo’s 
whereabouts. 

The next day, a lead took them to the 
morgue of Dhaka Medical College. 

After obtaining the necessary police 
clearance, they entered the morgue, 
bracing for the worst. Their worst fears 
were realised as they found Priyo’s body 
lying in the morgue among other victims. 
THE CHILD WHO LOST HER FATHER
Priyo left behind his four-year-old 
daughter Sadira Zaman.The bond between Sadira and Priyo 

was a cherished one, built through nightly 
video calls that kept them connected 
despite the physical distance.“Why isn’t my father calling me,” she 

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4  

MOKAMMEL SHUVO, Cox’s Bazar
Hasina Begum has become numb since her 
eldest son, Ahsan Habib, 25, died after being 
shot in the neck during a clash centring the 
quota reform protest on July 18.“Who will I blame for the death of my 

child? I am leaving it up to the Almighty 
to deliver justice,” she kept on saying.

“Not a day goes by that we don’t think 
of him... We miss him every day,” Hasina 
added. 

Ahsan used to work as an office 
assistant at a cable service centre in Cox’s 
Bazar town to support his family. 

Besides studying in pass course at 
Chakaria Degree College with an aim to 
improve his life and support his family 
members better.His father, Helal Uddin, a vegetable 

seller and resident of Fasiakhali village 

under Chakaria upazila, hardly earns 
enough to sustain his family of six. 

As such, Ahsan’s contribution to the 
family was significant, especially since 
he bore the cost of education for his two 
younger siblings.All hopes of the family were dashed 

after a bullet took Ahsan’s life early on 
July 19.

We miss him every daySays mother of 25-year-old Ahsan  
who died from bullet wounds

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3  

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh
For the last couple of days, two year-old 
Sayma Akter holds a mango in her hand, 
hoping her father will return home so 
that they can share their favourite fruit 
together.

But her father, Md Saiful Islam, 35, 
will never return home. He was killed 
after a bullet pierced through him, when 
law enforcers opened fire at Amuakanda 
Bazar area in Phulpur municipality of 
Mymensingh on July 20. However, this would not be the only 

death in their family that week.“Hearing the news of Saiful’s death, my 
grandfather Aftab Uddin, 80, cried out and 
suffered a stroke from the sorrow. He died 

on July 23, three days after Saiful,” said 
Hafizul Islam, Saiful’s younger brother.

Meanwhile, Sayma still firmly believes 
her father will return home with more 
mangoes.

Saiful’s daughter still waits for his returnTragedy strikes family twice as his grief-stricken 

grandfather dies from stroke

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1 

David 
Hasanat 
sent to jail

COURT CORRESPONDENT
A Dhaka court yesterday sent garment exporter KM Rezaul Hasanat David, chairman and CEO of Viyellatex Group, to jail on completion of his five-day remand in a case filed over vandalising and setting Setu Bhaban on fire on July 18.

Dhaka Metropolitan Magistrate Md Saifur Rahman passed the order after Shikder Mohitul Alam, an inspector of the Detective Branch of Police and also the investigation officer of the case, produced him before the court in the case.       
David was accused of financing the perpetrators.

The court also directed the jail authorities to provide 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 5 

Curfew relaxed from 7am to 8pm for four daysNormal office hours  resumes todaySTAFF CORRESPONDENT
The government has decided to relax the ongoing curfew 

for 13 hours for four days starting today. 
The curfew will remain in force from 8:00pm to 7:00am 

till Saturday.
The decision will be effective for four districts -- Dhaka, 

Narayanganj, Gazipur, and Narsingdi. In other districts, 

the local administration will decide on the curfew.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan made the 

disclosure yesterday around 6:45pm after a special 

meeting at the Secretariat.At the same time, all public and private offices will run 

their operations as per their normal schedule -- 9:00am 

to 5:00pm -- from today.The Ministry of Public Administration sent an SMS to 

the media in this regard yesterday.
From July 28, public and private offices were operating 

for six hours, from 9:00am to 3:00pm.
At the special meeting, the home minister said the 

violence did not stop even after accepting all the demands 

of the students during the quota movement.
“So, we were forced to impose a curfew. We discussed 

the peace and law-and-order situation across the country. 
SEE PAGE 4 COL 1  
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A policeman in action in the capital’s Bijoy Nagar area, left. Activists of Islami Sashantantra locked in a clash with law enforcers in the Baitul Mukarram north gate area, centre. Cars parked inside and outside the Department of Disaster 
Management building in Mohakhali were left completely charred after an arson attack there, right. PHOTOS:  ANISUR RAHMAN, RASHED SHUMON, PRABIR DAS

Dozens of govt 
establishments  

set ablaze 
Metro Rail stations, Matsya Bhaban among them

A brutal day at DMCH
SHAHEEN MOLLAH

The Dhaka Medical College Hospital 
yesterday relapsed into a zone of fears 
and uncertainties, with hundreds of 
people arriving with patients wounded 
in violent clashes that rocked the capital 
and beyond.

A large number of patients in the need 
of urgent help stretched services at the 
hospital’s emergency department. It was a 
race against time for doctors and nurses. 
The injured people were transported there 
-- either by their relatives or volunteers in 
autorickshaws, ambulances or even trucks.

Outside the emergency department, 
a desperate crowd waited for donated 
blood to save life, while some chanted 
slogans against what they said was 
“mindless shooting” that killed or injured 
many with no ties to student protests.

Some patients who were brought 
dead or declared dead on arrival were 
left on the tiled floor. Several bodies 
were delivered with police or hospital 
authorities failing to conduct autopsies.

At least 35 patients were transferred 
to the burn unit of the hospital as the 
emergency department had no space left 
to accommodate them.

Members of Ansar chased many 

against the shooting by law-enforcement 
agencies. The parking space was 
crammed with ambulances, cars and 
other vehicles. 

The rush of patients began to peak 
at 4:00pm and the hospital turned into 
a chaotic place with the presence of too 
many people. 

There were shortages of trolleys 
and stretchers, and doctors were seen 
treating patients still lying on the laps of 
their relatives -- almost lifeless.

One of the unlikely patients at the 
emergency department was 3.5-year-old 
Abdul Ahad, son of Sumi Begum. 

“My son was standing in the veranda 
of the eight-floor building in the 
afternoon. Suddenly, a bullet hit him in 
the forehead,” Sumi, a resident of Kazla 
in Jatrabari, told this correspondent at 
the hospital as the evening wore on. 

Ahad is now under life support at the 
emergency department and his mother 
cannot stop crying.

“What is the crime of my son? Who 
shot my son? If they are a trained force, 
how can this bullet hit my son? I want an 
answer from the government,” Sumi said.

Hafizur Rahman, one of the volunteers, 
used a truck to transport some bullet-

BGB men engage with protesters during a fierce clash in the capital’s Purana Paltan area yesterday. Right, Some agitators dare the border guards to come at them. 
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At least 66 more lives lost 

SECOND EDITION

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government early today imposed a nationwide curfew 
and deployed armed forces to assist the civil administration 
in ensuring national security and protecting lives and 
properties.

The Public Security Division under the home ministry 
issued a gazette notification to this end last night.

The curfew will remain in effect till 10:00am Sunday 
with a two-hour break from noon to 2:00pm Saturday, 
according to private TV channels.

Emergency services and media will remain out of its 
purview.

According to the home ministry notification, a 
countrywide curfew has been declared from today under 
section 24 (1) of the Special Powers Act, 1974.

During the curfew, district magistrates and police 
commissioners of the metropolitan areas will take 
necessary measures to deploy armed forces in aid to 
the civil administration under the Code of Criminal 
Procedure, 1898.

They will enforce the curfew and take steps for 

deployment of the armed forces as per their requirement 
under their respective jurisdictions.

The move came after Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 
held meetings with top Awami League leaders, ministers 
and leaders of the AL-led 14-party alliance at the Gono 
Bhaban last night.

At the meeting, the 14-party leaders requested the PM 
to take strict measures to tackle the ongoing crisis. 

They also sought support from the countrymen in this 
regard.

Briefing reporters after the meeting, Awami League 
General Secretary Obaidul Quader said, “It is indeed a curfew.” 
A “shoot-at-sight” order has already been issued, he added.

At the meeting, the PM informed that she had cancelled 
her visit to Spain scheduled for July 21-23.  

Sources at the meeting said 14-party leaders demanded 
a quick report of the judicial investigation launched into 
the killing of six quota reform protesters on Tuesday. 

They also demanded punishment to those responsible 
for the killings and urged the state to take responsibilities 
of the victims’ families. 

At least 101 killed in last four days’ violence

Many non-students joined yesterday’s 
protests

Rab helicopters charged sound grenades, 
teargas shells from air

Metro rail service suspended until further 
notice 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Many government establishments across 
the country came under attack yesterday 
like the day before amid the ongoing 
violence.

Government offices in Dhaka and 
several other districts were set ablaze 
and vanalised. Metro rail stations, BRTA 
offices, and Matsya Bhaban were also 
attacked.

Several offices of the ruling Awami 
League and some houses of its leaders 
were ransacked.

In Dhaka, demonstrators vandalised 
the Mirpur-10 and Kazipara metro rail 
stations last evening.

“Metro rail was not in  service today 
[yesterday] and the gates were shut, but 
the criminals broke open the gates of the 

of each of those,” said an official of metro 
rail authority.

Meanwhile, the metro railway 
authority yesterday said operation of 
metro rail will remain suspended from 
today for an indefinite period due to the 
ongoing situation.

Arsonists set ablaze the office of 
Bangladesh Road Transport Authority 
(BRTA) in Mirpur-10.

Demonstrators vandalised the BRTA 
headquarters and Setu Bhaban at 
Chairmanbari in the capital’s Banani. 

“Around 50 vehicles weretorched 
at Setu Bhaban yesterday [Thursday]. 
The first floor of the Setu Bhaban was 
vandalised and set on fire today [yesterday]. 
Three floors of the BRTA head office were 
also set ablaze,” said an official of the road 

Govt imposes 
nationwide 
CURFEW

Armed forces deployed to help 
civil admin; ‘shoot-at-sight 

ordered’; PM cancels Spain tour

The curfew will remain in effect 
till 10:00am Sunday with a 

two-hour break from noon to 
2:00pm Saturday, according to 

private TV channels.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

By yesterday evening, many Dhaka 
streets were strewn with the remnants 
of thousands of rounds of teargas shells, 
sound grenades, rubber bullets, shotgun 
pellets, bullets and brick chunks. Those 
areas looked like battlefields too risky to 
enter.

By nightfall, at least 66 people 
were confirmed dead and hundreds 
more injured across the country, as 
the unprecedented scale of violence 
centring on the quota reform movement 
intensified. Fifty-five of the victims are 
from the capital. 

The death toll may rise as The Daily 
Star could not reach many city hospitals 
where dozens of critically injured patients 
were taken for treatment. 

For a second day in a row, thousands 
of protesters, many of whom were non-
students, clashed with law enforcers and 
ruling party activists in capital Dhaka and 
at least 16 other districts, said witnesses.

Including yesterday’s victims, at least 
101 people have lost their lives since 
Tuesday, when six people were killed 
in the clash. On Thursday, at least 29 
more people were killed in fierce clashes 

between protesters and law enforcers, 
aided by ruling party activists.

Yesterday, agitators in Dhaka defied 
a government ban on gathering to take 
to the streets in droves, and clashed 
with police, Rab, BGB members, who 
were joined in by ruling Awami League 
activists. 

Like on Thursday, protesters set 
fire to several government and private 
establishments and vandalised many 
vehicles, including some belonging to law 
enforcers. 

Of the victims, 31 were either declared 
dead or brought dead at the DMCH, said 
Inspector Bachchu Mia, in-charge of the 
DMCH police outpost, at 1:11am today.

Prof Shafiur Rahman, director of 
Suhrawardy Hospital, said more than 
10 bodies were already at the hospital at 
10:55pm. However, it is difficult to give a 
concrete number as bodies were coming 
one after another.

Five people were either declared dead 
or brought dead yesterday afternoon at 
Uttara Adhunik Hospital, according to an 

emergency department official. He also 
sought anonymity. 

Four bodies were kept at Mitford 
Hospital’s emergency unit around 
10:00pm, said morgue sources.

Three were brought dead at Farazy 
Hospital in Banasree, said Rubel Hossain, 
its deputy general manager.

One person was brought dead at the 
Crescent Hospital in Uttara, said Tofazzal, 
general manager of the hospital. One 
died at Kuwait-Maitree Hospital, said its 
superintendent Mizanur Rahman.

In addition, doctors at Better Life 
Hospital in Rampura and Advance 
Hospital in Banasree said they each 
received five bodies and referred seven of 
them to Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

The Daily Star could not immediately 
verify if any of these 10 bodies were 
later taken to the DMCH or any other 
government hospital.

Outside Dhaka, four were killed in 
Rangpur, three in Narsingdi, one each in 
Savar, Sylhet, Bogura, and Mymensingh, 
according to hospital authorities.

In the capital, Rampura, Badda, 
Malibagh, Jatrabari, Mohakhali, 
Mouchak, Dhanmondi, Mohammadpur, 

Will consider talks if 
nine demands met

Demonstrators say curfew enforced 
to quell protest; vow to continue 

‘complete shutdown’
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The agitating students have made a nine-point demand 
and said they would consider sitting with the government 
after those are met.     

They said they would continue with their “complete 
shutdown” programme.

The students, demonstrating for reforms to the quota 
system in government jobs, said they would make the final 
decision on talks after consulting all students.  

The protest will continue until the demands are met, 
Abdul Kader, a coordinator of Baishamyabirodhi Chhatra 
Andolan (student movement against discrimination), said 
in a statement at 9:30pm yesterday.

One of the assistant coordinators of Baishamyabirodhi 
Chhatra Andolan, Abdullah Salehin Ayan, in a text 
message said the government enforced a curfew in the 
face of resistance by students and citizens of the country 
and to suppress their movement.

He urged the army to stand by them.
One of the demands is that Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina apologises in public and take responsibility for the 
deaths of students.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan and Road 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

US PRESIDENTIAL POLLS 

Biden quits race 
amid criticism

Endorses Kamala Harris to replace him
AGENCIES

US President Joe Biden has withdrawn 
from the presidential race amid growing 
calls by his Democratic peers, reports 
BBC.

He said he would speak to the nation 
later this week in detail about his decision. 
He has backed his running mate Kamala 
Harris, the vice president, to replace him.  

Biden faced growing calls to quit the 
race after a devastating debate earlier this 
month where he struggled to find words 
to reply to Republican candidate Donald 
Trump.

Though he tried to remain defiant,  
in recent days, a growing number of 
heavyweight Democrats, including former 
House of Representatives Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi and Representative Adam Schiff, 
joined the call.

According to a White House source, 
Pelosi reportedly told Biden he cannot win 
the Nov 5 election.

Schiff said in a statement on Wednesday 
that he has “serious concerns” about 
whether Biden can defeat Trump, the first 
Democrat to come out after the Saturday 
assassination attempt against the former 

Twitter, Biden said, “My fellow Democrats, I 
have decided not to accept the nomination 
and to focus all my energies on my duties 
as president for the remainder of my term. 
My very first decision as the party nominee 
in 2020 was to pick Kamala Harris as my 
vice president... Today I want to offer my 
full support and endorsement for Kamala 
to be the nominee of our party this year. 
Democrats - it’s time to come together 
and beat Trump. Let’s do this.”

In another statement issued by Biden, 
he said, “It has been the greatest honour 
of my life to serve as your president. 
And while it has been my intention to 
seek reelection, I believe it is in the best 
interests of my party and the country for 
me to stand down and to focus solely on 
fulfilling my duties as president for the 
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Army personnel stand guard in front of the main entrance to the Supreme Court around noon yesterday. Security was beefed 
up in and around the court as the Appellate Division during curfew hours held a hearing on a case regarding quotas in 
government jobs. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Picked up early 
Saturday, Nahid 
returns battered
ZIAUDDIN SHIPLU and 

SAIM BIN MUJIB

Nahid Islam, a key 
organiser of quota reform 
movement, alleged he was 
“tortured physically” until 
he was unconscious.

In the early hours 
Saturday, he was picked up 
allegedly by law enforcers 
from a house in the 
capital’s Sabujbagh.

Talking to The Daily 
Star, Nahid said, “After 
taking me into a room, they 
interrogated me over the 
student movement. They 
tortured me mentally and 
physically. At one point, I 
lost consciousness.”

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday hoped 
that the students would call off their 
demonstrations for quota reforms 
following its verdict in a quota-related 
case and return to their educational 
institutions.

The deaths of many people during 
the demonstrations were “unexpected”, 
observed the apex court while delivering 
the verdict.

It said it expects the judicial probe 
commission, led by a High Court judge, 
to unearth the reasons behind the deaths 
of the students and the government to 
take necessary legal steps against those 
responsible as per the recommendations 
of the commission.

The seven-member bench, led by 
Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan, requested 
the government to ensure necessary 
support to the commission so that it can 
perform its duty.  

It also asked the government to help 
establish a favourable environment at 
educational institutions immediately.

According to the verdict, 93 percent 
government jobs would be based on 
merit while the remaining seven percent 

recruitments would be on quotas.
The court said the 2018 government 

circular cancelling quotas in government 
jobs was reinstated when the Supreme 
Court issued a status quo on the High 
Court’s verdict on July 10.

Earlier, the High Court had declared 
the circular illegal.

“But our students could not properly 
realise the actual meaning of our order, 
resulting in different unwanted incidents 
and many deaths, which is in no way 
desirable,” it said.

The chief justice said they have asked 
the protesters to place their points before 
the court through their lawyers but they 
did not. However, two students, on the 
behalf of general students, appeared 
before the court seeking the scrapping 
of the HC verdict, he said.

The court asked the students to 
return to their educational institutions 
immediately and get ready to take on the 
great responsibility of the state in future.

It asked the chiefs of all universities, 
colleges, schools, and madrasas to 
immediately take necessary measures 
so that students can return to their 
institutions.

PHOTO: AMRAN HOSSAIN

Saudi-bound 
migrant workers 
in a bind
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Did we have to 
pay such a heavy 
price for this 
verdict?

P8

Australian 
involvement 
in the 1971 
Liberation War
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Verstappen says 
he is no longer 
the leader of the 
pack
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TIMELINE

JUNE 5

High Court rules the 
2018 government 

circular, which 
abolished the quota 

system, illegal, 
resulting in its 
reinstatement.

JUNE 9

The government 
challenges the 

HC rule with the 
Supreme Court.

JULY 4

SC rejects 
government’s appeal 

to stay the HC 
verdict.

JULY 9

Two Dhaka 
University students 

file petition, seeking 
a stay on the HC 

verdict.

SEE PAGE 2

DEATHS OF STUDENTS 

Judicial body to  
unearth reasons

Hopes apex court in its observation 

5pc for children of living 
and martyred freedom 

fighters and Biranganas

1pc for ethnic minorities

1pc for physically 
challenged, third gender 

SC VERDICT ON GOVT JOBS

93pc on merit, 
7pc from quota

Govt to implement SC recommendations,  
circular likely tomorrow, says law minister

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

SECOND EDITION

3hr break in 
curfew from 
2pm today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ongoing nationwide 
curfew will remain in force 
until further notice with 
a three-hour break from 
2:00pm today.

From now on, the home 
ministry will decide about 
curfew in Dhaka city, Dhaka 
district, Narayanganj city, 
Narayanganj district, 
Gazipur city, and Gazipur 
and Narsingdi districts.

Considering the 
situation, district 
magistrates and police 
commissioners of the 
metropolitan areas will 
make decisions whether 
the curfew will remain in 
force in their respective 
areas.

Home Minister 
Asaduzzaman Khan said 
this during a press briefing 
after a meeting with the 
representatives of the law 
enforcement agencies at 
his Dhanmondi residence 
last night.

He hoped that the law 

‘Shutdown 
paused for 
48 hours’
Say 3 protest 
leaders including 
Nahid; others say 
they’ll press on

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Three organisers of the 
quota reform protests 
yesterday suspended the 
“complete shutdown” 
programme for 48 hours 
while others said they 
would continue with it.

At a press briefing at the 
Gonoshasthaya Hospital 
last night, the three --Nahid 
Islam, Sarjis Alam, and 
Hasnat Abdullah – also 
issued a 48-hour ultimatum 
to the government to meet 
four demands -- withdrawal 
of the curfew, reopening 
of all universities and their 
residential halls, restoration 
of internet services, and 
security of all coordinators 
of the protests.

Nahid said they 
suspended the shutdown 
and issued the ultimatum 
since there is a curfew and 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday 
ordered major reforms 
to the quota system in 
jobs at government, semi-
government and autonomous 
bodies, curtailing quotas to 
only seven percent from the 
existing 56 percent.

According to the SC order, 
93 percent jobs in civil service 
will be merit-based.

The apex court also scrapped a High Court 
judgment that reinstated quotas in government jobs.

The seven-member full bench of the Appellate 
Division led by Chief Justice Obaidul Hassan 
fixed five percent quota for children of freedom 
fighters, martyred freedom fighters and 
Biranganas. One percent quota has been reserved 
for ethnic minorities and another one percent for 

persons with disability and 
people of third gender. 

In the short verdict, the top 
court made no mention of 
the grandchildren of freedom 
fighters.

If qualified candidates are 
not available from the fixed 
quotas, the vacant posts will 
be filled from the general 
merit list. But despite the 
court order, the government 
may cancel, amend or reform 

the quota system if necessary, considering the 
overall situation, it said. 

This has been done to “ensure the principle of 
equality and representation of backward section 
of people in the republic’s jobs,” the SC order 
said, citing articles 19, 27, 28 (4) and 29 (3) of the 
constitution. 

So far, 140 
people died in 

the ongoing 
violence  

At least 7 killed, on 
2nd day of curfew
Six others injured in previous  

days’ clashes die in hospitals
STAR REPORT

At least seven people were killed and dozens 
wounded in the capital and two other districts 
in sporadic clashes between law enforcers and 
agitators on the second day of nationwide curfew 
yesterday.

Meanwhile, six more people, who were injured in 
earlier clashes, died yesterday, police and hospital 
authorities said.

Most of the victims were hit by bullets.
On Saturday night, 

the government 
extended the 
nationwide curfew 
till further notice to 
tackle the ongoing 
violence centring the 
quota protest.

The curfew was 
declared and army personnel were deployed on 
Friday to assist the civil administration in ensuring 
national security and protecting lives and public 
properties.

For the second day, members of the armed forces 
were seen patrolling different points in Dhaka and 
other districts yesterday. 

Of the seven killed, five were brought to Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital from Sign Board, Chittagong 
Road and Dhania areas of the city, said Inspector 
Bachchu Mia, in-charge of DMCH police outpost. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 
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‘Loss of so  
many lives 
very painful’
Says PM as she visits the 

injured at DMCH

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inquires about the health of a youth during a visit to Dhaka Medical College Hospital yesterday. The young man 

PHOTO: BSS

ABU SAYED’S DEATH IN POLICE FIRING

Cops’ FIR runs 
counter to  
known facts

Says the Rangpur student was killed in  
firing, throwing of bricks by protesters

Holding her baby in her arms, Alo breaks down in tears in Old Dhaka’s CMM court area yesterday as she waits to see her husband Rony Howlader. 
Police were to produce Rony, a pickup driver, before the court in a sabotage case. Alo is worried whether she would be able to secure bail for her 
husband, who was picked up from Badda on Thursday, as she cannot afford to hire a lawyer. PHOTO: RASHED SHUMON

‘End crackdown, 
restore full access 
to internet’
UN experts urge 

Bangladesh govt
STAR REPORT

UN experts on Thursday called upon 
Bangladesh government to immediately 
ensure accountability for human rights 
violations, end the violent crackdown 
against protesters and political 
opponents, and to fully restore people’s 
access to the internet and social media.

In a statement on the website of 
the Office of the United Nations’ High 
Commissioner for Human Rights 
(OHCHR), the experts said, “We have 
been alarmed by the large number of 
unlawful killings, possible enforced 
disappearances, torture and the 
detention of thousands of people.

“We are deeply concerned by reports 
of targeted attacks, threats, intimidation 
and retaliation by the authorities and 
government-aligned groups against 
protest leaders, political activists, human 
rights defenders and journalists.”

Citing local media in Bangladesh, 
the statement said at least 170 people, 
including police personnel, were 
confirmed dead in the violence centring 
the quota reform movement, with the 
actual death toll likely to be much higher. 
At least two journalists have been killed 
and several others injured. There are also 

BID FOR US PRESIDENT

Barack, Michelle 
Obama endorse 
Kamala Harris

REUTERS

Former US president Barack Obama 
and his wife Michelle endorsed Kamala 
Harris’ bid for president yesterday in 
a roughly one-minute long video that 
captured a private phone call between 
the couple and the current vice president.

“We called to say Michelle and I 
couldn’t be prouder to endorse you 
and to do everything we can to get you 
through this election and into the Oval 
Office,” Obama told Harris.

“I am proud of you. This is going to be 
historic,” the former first lady told Harris. 
Talking into a cell phone and cracking a 
few smiles, Harris expressed her gratitude 
for the endorsement and their long 
friendship. 

“Thank you both. It means so much. 
And we’re gonna have some fun with 
this too,” Harris said. The campaign 
said the video was the actual call, not a 
reenactment.

Harris’s surprise bid against 
Republican rival Donald Trump 
continues to gain steam from supporters, 
donors and politicians less than a week 
after President Joe Biden bowed out of 
the race amid slumping poll numbers. 

Obama, the first US Black president, 
remains one of the most popular figures 

SECOND EDITION

QUOTA PROTEST 

DB picks up  
three organisers  

from hospital
Says they ‘sought security’ from cops    

Nahid Islam, Asif Mahmud and Abu Baker Majumder

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Police yesterday afternoon picked up Nahid Islam, Asif 
Mahmud and Abu Baker Majumder, three key organisers 
of the quota reform protests, from a city hospital where 
Nahid and Asif were undergoing treatment.

Junaed Alam Sharker, additional deputy commissioner 
of the Detective Brach of Dhaka Metropolitan Police, said 
the three were taken into DB custody as they sought security.

“We will interrogate them about the incidents that took 
place in the last two days,” he told The Daily Star around 
12:15 today.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

Over 5,500 held
in one week

Arrestees include many BNP, Jamaat activists 
STAR REPORT

At least 738 more people were arrested 
in the capital and several other districts 
in 36 hours till 6:00pm yesterday in 
connection with the recent violence 
across the country.

As of yesterday, over 5,522 people, 
including many BNP and Jamaat 
leaders, were held in different parts of 
the country over the last seven days.

So far, the Dhaka Metropolitan 
Police arrested 2,357 people in 209 
cases filed with different police stations 
over violence, vandalism, and arson at 
government establishments and other 
places, said sources in DMP.

Of them, 148 were held yesterday.
According to court documents, 

211 people, including several BNP and 
Jamaat leaders, were produced before 
the Chief Metropolitan Magistrate’s 
Court, Dhaka, in 67 cases yesterday.

A total of 4,784 people were arrested 
earlier in Dhaka and other districts.

Police held 324 people in 12 districts 
in 36 hours between 6:00am Thursday 
and 6:00pm yesterday.

Of them, 154 were arrested in 
Rajshahi, 64 in Narayanganj, 41 in 
Chattogram, 1 in Patuakhali, three in 
Gazipur, seven in Mymensingh, 15 in 
Kishoreganj, seven in Sylhet, eight in 
Bogura, two in Gaibandha, 15 in Savar, 
and seven in Manikganj.

As of Thursday, 173 cases were 
filed in 18 districts, including eight in 
Narayanganj and one in Chattogram. 
Nine of them were lodged on Thursday.

Rab yesterday morning said they 
arrested 266 people across the country, 
including 63 in Dhaka, in connection 
with the violence.

Meanwhile, a Dhaka court yesterday 
sent former Ducsu VP Nurul Haque Nur 
to jail after his five-day remand in a case 
lodged over vandalising and setting fire 
to Setu Bhaban on July 18.

In a press release yesterday, Gono 
Odhikar Parishad alleged that Nur, also 
the president of the organisation, was 
tortured during remand.

“When Nur was produced before the 
court, he could not walk properly. He  
limped towards the dock. He told his 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday 
said appropriate punishment should be 
meted out for the recent violence across 
the country to stop the criminals from 
playing with the lives of the people.

“The situation is very painful. So many 
people have been killed and injured,” 
she said in an emotion-choked voice 
while visiting the Dhaka Medical College 
Hospital in the afternoon.

Hasina went to the hospital around 
4:30pm to see the injured who came 
under attack during the recent violence. 
She visited the emergency unit of the 
DMCH and inquiredabout the health of 
the injured.

The premier reiterated her call to the 
people to find the culprits behind such 
heinous acts.

She said she never wanted to see 
anyone lose their dear ones.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

SHARIFUL ISLAM and  

MOHIUDDIN ALAMGIR

Video footage shows police shooting at 
Begum Rokeya University student Abu 
Sayed, who posed no physical threat 
to the law enforcers, during the quota 
reform protest near the campus on July 
16. He died soon afterwards.

But contradicting what is evident, 
the First Information Report (FIR) filed 
by police says Sayed was not a victim of 
police firing.

“The protesters fired weapons and 
threw chunks of bricks from different 
directions, and at one stage, a student 
was seen falling to the ground,” reads 
the report, adding that classmates took 
Sayed, 23, to Rangpur Medical College 
Hospital where doctors pronounced him 
dead.

Sub-inspector Bibhuti Bhushan Roy, 
in-charge of the campus police camp, 
wrote the report.

In the FIR filed with Tajhat police 
station on July 16, the SI accused 2,000-
3,000 unidentified people, including 
BNP and Jamaat-Shibir activists, of the 
killing.

When SI Bibhuti was contacted and 
asked about the footage, he said, “I have 
just filed the case. The officer carrying 
out the investigation will verify it.”

In two video clips, verified by the 
Amnesty International, at least two 
police officers fired 12-gauge shotguns 
directly at him from across the street. 
Sayed clutched his chest on impact, and 
the officers fired at least two more times.

Amnesty International used satellite 
images to geolocate the positions of 
Sayed and the police officers and found 
that they were at a distance of about 15 
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BNP calls for
‘national unity’ 
with one-point 
demand
Urges democratic parties, 

social and cultural orgs  

to unite for ousting govt

UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General Mirza Fakhrul 
Islam Alamgir yesterday called for 
national unity among all democratic 
political parties and socio-cultural 
organisations to press home a one-point 
demand -- resignation of the government.

At this critical moment of the nation, 
the aim of the unity will be restoration 
of democracy and voting rights, Fakhrul 
said in a statement sent to the media last 
night.

“We call for national unity among 
the parties and alliances involved in the 
simultaneous movement under BNP’s 
leadership; left and right-wing political 
parties; Jamaat-e-Islami and other Islamist 
political parties and organisations.”

This announcement on national unity 
will expedite the  movement for people’s 
freedom, he said.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 
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STAR REPORT

For the third day in a row, the country witnessed 

widespread student protests, which erupted like 

wildfire in retaliation to the earlier attacks on them by 

law enforcers and Chhatra League men during their 

protests against quota system.
The protesters yesterday enforced a 

“complete shutdown” of transport 

networks, businesses, and offices as 
part of their movement.Like the capital, the protests 

took place in many other cities 
and district towns, where law 
enforcers, alongside activists 
of Awami League and its 
associate bodies, attacked 
the protesters. As a result, clashes took 

place among them, in which, 
six people, including three 
students, were killed outside 
the capital.

Also, over 500 were injured 
in at least 19 districts, reported 
our district correspondents.Shaikh Ashabul Yamin, a student 

of Military Institute of Science and 

Technology (MIST), was killed in Savar when 

protesters clashed with police and AL activists in the 

Savar Bazar bus stand area.The victim’s father Mohammad Mohiuddin 

confirmed the death.Yusuf Ali, duty manager of Enam Medical College 

Hospital in Savar, told The Daily Star that Yamin, who 

had several rubber bullet injuries on his body, was 

brought to the hospital dead.Five other injured were admitted to the hospital, he 

added.
Earlier, protesters blocked Pakiza bus stand on 

Dhaka-Aricha highway around 12:30pm and proceeded 

towards the Pakiza area, where leaders and activists of 

AL, its associate bodies, police, and BGB members took 

position.
In the port city, two people were killed 
and 50 others injured in clashes 

between protesters and police in 
Bahaddarhat area.Identities of the deceased 

could not be known 
immediately.

Tuhin Shubhro Das, 
emergency medical officer 
at CMCH, said two people 
with bullet wounds were 
brought to the hospital 

in the evening. One, aged 
around 21, succumbed to his 

injuries around 6:30pm while 
another, aged around 23, died 

at 7:00pm.
Witnesses said several thousand 

protesters chased the police and took 

control of Bahaddarhat Intersection 

around 2:00pm. Police charged batons and 

fired tear shells to disperse them.
Protesters also clashed with BCL activists in phases.

Later, the protesters attacked police around 

6:00pm. They also set the police box at Bahaddarhat 

Intersection on fire.In Narsingdi, two students were killed during clash SEE PAGE 4 COL 6  
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“Move aside! Get me a stretcher! He needs help!”

The air inside Dhaka hospitals was filled with cries for 

help and painful screams. One after another, injured students flooded into Uttara 

Adhunik Hospital, their bodies pierced by shotgun pellets.

Visiting the hospital, this newspaper found emergency 

camps set up in front of the gate, with stretchers, trolleys, 

and wheelchairs. Friends carried their injured fellows into 

the hospital, with vans, and CNG-run auto-rickshaws.

Those with comparatively less severe injuries were 

treated in front of the camps, while those with serious 

injuries were taken inside. The hospital authorities took an 

“all hands on deck” approach as day-offs of all the doctors 

and staffers were cancelled.The interns and medical students nearby chipped in.

The scene resembled hospitals inside a war zone.

At least nine students were killed as police fired shotgun 

pellets and lobbed tear shells at protesting students in 

Uttara’s Azampur area, said hospital authorities.

Over 1,000 students, mostly between 16 and 28 years 

old, sought treatment at Uttara Adhunik Hospital, said 

sources. Many are in critical conditions, they added.

However, the hospital authorities did not confirm the 

number of registered deaths.Inside, this correspondent found the hospital floors 

filled with blood stains. There were not enough beds to 

treat all the patients.Many were receiving treatment in the floor. Some 

parents were seen crying beside their injured sons.

Even the doctors struggled to fight back tears.

“I haven’t seen such a horrific situation in 12 years of my 

professional life,” said a nurse, requesting anonymity.

“Hundreds of protesting students with shotgun pellet 

wounds have streamed in since this afternoon. There aren’t 

enough beds to accommodate them all. Even the doctors 

and nurses are in tears,” she added.
The situation was worse in 

Kuwait Moitree Hospital, as 
seen by our reporter there. 
Eight bodies were kept 
inside the facility, all of 
whom had shotgun pellet wounds, said Mizanur Rahman, superintendent 

of  the hospital.Meanwhile, at least 
100 injured students were 
brought to Crescent Hospital in 
Uttara.

According to hospital source, one 

body was kept there.Similar situations persisted in hospitals near 

Mohammadpur and Dhanmondi.
A 17-year-old named Farhan Faiyaaz died in City 

Hospital, Mohammadpur. At least 200-250 injured were 

brought to the facility, said Osman Goni, assistant manager 

of the hospital. He confirmed Faiyaaz’s demise.

Meanwhile, around 100 were admitted to Ibn Sina 

Hospital in Dhanmondi. Also, two died and several hundreds were injured 

as police and students of BRAC University, East West 

University and other institutions clashed with police in the 

Badda and Rampura areas.As such, the hospitals near Rampura and Banasree were 

also filled to the brim with wounded students. Over 300 

wounded were brought to Better Life Hospital in Rampura. In 

Farazi Hospital, Banasree, over 450 students were admitted.

Meanwhile at Dhaka Medical College Hospital, around 

275 people, most of them injured by shotgun pellets, were 

brought to the hospital. The situation turned dire in the 

evening evening, as hundreds of injured people started 

entering DMCH in one ambulance after another.

Most of the injured came from Jatrabai, Azampur and 

Rampura areas. At one stage, there were shortage of trollies 

and stretchers. At least seven persons had to be taken to 

ophthalmology department with eye injuries, including 

shotgun pellet wounds.Around 10 bodies were brought to the hospital. 

Meanwhile, one protester, who was injured on Wednesday, 

succumbed to his injuries yesterday, said DMCH sources.

‘Even doctors, nurses couldn’t hold back tears’

SCENES FROM HOSPITALS IN DHAKA

BNP’s solidarity programmes todaySTAFF CORRESPONDENT
BNP will arrange various 
programmes across the 
country today in support 
of the ongoing student 
movement for the reformation 
of quotas in government jobs.

The party’s secretary general Mirza Fakhrul 

Islam Alamgir made the announcement at an 

urgent press briefing at BNP Chairperson’s Office 

in Dhaka’s Gulshan last night.
As part of their programmes, it will demonstrate 

in front of Jatiya Press Club followed by a rally, 

alongside bringing out similar processions in 

every city and district headquarters. 
Stressing that people are united against this 

government, Fakhrul said they have extended 

support to the students’ demands and suggested 

them to solve the problem through discussion. 

However, the government itself has blocked the 

way for solution to the existing crisis, he added.

Stop ‘barbaric attack’ on studentsSays GM QuaderSTAFF CORRESPONDENT
Jatiyo Party Chairman GM 
Quader yesterday urged the 
government to stop “barbaric 
attack” on students and accept 
their logical demands.GM Quader, also opposition 

leader of the parliament, said police and BCL have 

been attacking general students with arms for the 

last few days, which is unacceptable in a civilised 

society.
GM Quader made the comment in a press 

statement.
He decried the “excessive use of force” by law 

enforcement agencies, and condemned the deaths 

of protesters in face of police action.
He said police killed Begum Rokeya University, 

Rangpur student Abu Sayed in cold blood by 

shooting him at a close range.

Take to streets to save countryQuader calls upon party men
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General 
Secretary Obaidul Quader 
yesterday asked party leaders 
and activists to take to streets 
and face the situation to save 
the country from plots of the 
evil forces.

He made the remarks while addressing a press 

conference at the party president’ Dhanmondi 

office.
He alleged that BNP-Jamaat coalition is 

using the ongoing quota reform movement to 

get political benefits, saying the movement is no 

longer in the hands of the general students.

The armed cadres of BNP-Jamaat are operating 

criminal activities across the country aiming 

to topple the government, Quader said, adding, 

“Quota reform is no longer an issue for them.”

He said the government is closely watching 

the situation while the law enforcers are working 

to ensure security of general students. Action 

will be taken against those who have created 

this situation through criminal activities, he 

warned.
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STAR REPORT

In a major escalation of violence, 

at least six people, including three 

students, were killed and several 

hundred injured in clashes between 

quota protesters and Chhatra 

League activists and police across the 

country yesterday.

Three, including two students, 

were killed in clashes between 

the protesters and BCL men in 

Chattogram.

In the capital, two people died 

after being attacked in Dhaka 

College and Science Lab areas where 

protesters and Chhatra League 

activists fought pitched battles for 

over seven hours.

In Rangpur, a student of Begum 

Rokeya University was killed in police 

firing during a protest.

Incensed by Monday’s BCL attacks 

on Dhaka University campus, the 

quota protests swelled yesterday with 

students from private universities 

and colleges joining.

Soon the violence spread 

nationwide. Clashes between BCL 

men and police and students 

demanding reforms to the quota 

system were reported in Rajshahi, 

Bogura, Jhenidah, Cox’s Bazar, 

Narsingdi, Sirajganj, Barishal, 

Kishoreganj, and Faridpur as well.

The government deployed 

BGB in Dhaka, Chattogram, 

Bogura, Rangpur, Rajshahi, and 

Gazipur. 

It closed secondary schools and 

colleges indefinitely and suspended 

the HSC exams scheduled for 

Thursday.

Late last night, the University 

Grants Commission citing an 

education ministry decision said all 

public and private universities and 

their affiliated colleges would be 

closed until further notice. It asked 

the students to vacate their dorms as 

well.
Hasnat Abdullah, one of the 

coordinators of the quota-reforms 

protests, said state-sponsored 

attacks were carried out against the 

protesters across the country.

Another coordinator, Asif 

Mahmud, announced that there 

would be a coffin procession and a 

gayebana janaza (funeral without the 

body) at Raju Bhashkarjo at 2:00pm 

today to pray for the salvation of 

those killed during the violence. 

He urged all students to join.

Yesterday, they blocked key 

intersections in the capital, including 

Jatrabari, Science Lab, Pragati Sarani, 

Shantinagar, Badda, Motijheel 

Shapla Chattar, Tantibazar, Uttara, 

Bullets end 

life of family’s 

brightest star 
MD ABBAS and KONGKON KARMAKER

Abu Sayed, the youngest of nine siblings, 

was studying in the English department at 

Begum Rokeya University, Rangpur.

Poverty forced his elder brothers and 

sisters to quit education, but they all chipped 

in to make sure Sayed continued his.

Sayed dreamt of joining the civil 

service, a job he believed would change his 

family’s fate. So 

he joined the 

quota reform 

protest.
But police 

bullets cut his 

dream short 

yesterday.

His peers 

brought his 

bullet-hit body 

to Rangpur 

Medical College 

Hospital after a 

clash between protesters and law enforcers, 

where doctors said Sayed was already dead. 

“Sayed was our only hope,” his brother 

Ramjan told The Daily Star. 

“We had big dreams for him, but all 

those dreams shattered today [yesterday],” 

he added.

Their father, Makbul Hossain, is ill 

and bedridden, and can hardly afford a 

treatment.

“We used whatever little we earned 

to support his education,” Ramjan 

continued, “hoping that one day he would 

be successful and better days will come. 
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Defiant and fearless, quota reform protester Abu Sayed of Rangpur’s Begum Rokeya University faces the police just moments before they shot him down in front of his university around 

2:30pm, left.. The capital’s Science Lab area yesterday turned into a battlefield as BCL members and quota protesters were locked in clashes throughout the afternoon. The photo was 

taken around 4:00pm, top right. An alleged BCL activist shoots at student protesters with a shotgun in Chattogram city’s Muradpur area around 4:45pm.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh’s GDP and 

per capita income will 

stay the same after the 

reconciliation of export 

data as the two data points 

are calculated based on 

the actual export receipts 

registered by the central 

bank, says the finance 

ministry.

The Bangladesh 

Bureau of Statistics, 

the government agency 

responsible for collecting 

statistics on demographics and the economy, uses 

the Bangladesh Bank’s figures as export earnings, the 

ministry said in a statement yesterday.  

 “As a result, the apprehension the GDP and per capita 

income will also come down is not right,” the statement 

said.
The statement comes after Finance Minister Abul 

Hassan Mahmood Ali held a meeting on Monday on the 

mismatch in export data. Ahasanul Islam Titu, the state 

minister for commerce, BB Governor Abdur Rouf Talukder 

Respect 

freedom 

fighters of 

every stripe 

Says PM

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina yesterday said 

freedom fighters should 

always be accorded the 

highest respect irrespective 

of their political affiliations.

Handing over Prime 

Minister’s Fellowship (PMF)-

2024 to the recipients at a 

programme at her office, 

she said it should be always 

kept in mind that they are 

valiant freedom fighters.

“Abandoning their 

dreams, leaving behind 
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HOLIDAY NOTICE

office will remain closed today on the 

occasion of Ashura. There will be no 

issue of the newspaper tomorrow. 

Visit our website for updates.   

GDP, per capita 

income to stay 

unchanged

Says finance ministry on 

adjustment of export data
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Police raid BNP’s 

Nayapaltan office

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Detective Branch (DB) of 

police raided the BNP’s Nayapaltan 

headquarters in the capital over 

the suspected involvement of party 

members in subversive activities.

A team led by DB chief Harun-

or-Rashid launched the raid 

around midnight.

“We conducted the raid after 

two buses were set on fire in front 

of Jatiya Press Club,” Harun told 

journalists at the spot.

Around 100 crude bombs, 500 

sticks, and five to six bottles of 

5 rights bodies 

slam attacks on 

quota protesters

114 eminent citizens 

demand justice

STAR REPORT

Several rights organisations yesterday 

issued statements condemning the 

attacks on quota reform protesters 

at Dhaka University and other 

campuses across the country.

The attacks resulted in the 

deaths of six people and injuries of 

hundreds of students over the past 

two days.

Govt moves SC to 

scrap HC verdict 

that reinstated 

quota system

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday filed a 

leave-to-appeal petition with the 

Appellate Division of the Supreme 

Court challenging the High Court 

judgement, which effectively 

reinstated quotas in government 

jobs.
The attorney general’s office 

submitted the petition to the apex 

court seeking a “leave” to scrap the 

HC verdict.

In the petition, it has been 

argued that keeping provision of 

quotas in the public service is a 

policy decision of the government 

and the court cannot interfere with 

BGB patrols the capital’s Mirpur Road yesterday afternoon 

after clashes broke out between quota protesters and 

Chhatra League activists in the Science Lab area. Inset, two 

buses were set on fire near the National Press Club in the 

capital by unidentified arsonists around 8:00pm.

6 killed as
 violence s

preads 

Fierce clashes break out in Dhaka, Chattogram, Rangpur between BCL, police and 

quota protesters; govt deploys BGB in 6 districts; all universities, colleges, secondary 

schools closed; univ students asked to vacate halls; Thursday’s HSC exams suspended

Abu Sayed
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The demonstrators announced a coffin procession and a 

gayebana janaza at Raju Bhashkarjo in Dhaka University 

at 2:00pm today.

In the face of a counterattack by protesters, 10 Chhatra 

League activists were injured in Chattogram. Two of 

them fell from a building trying to escape the attack.

The protesters set fire to the residence of 

vice-chancellor of Begum Rokeya University following 

the death of its student Abu Sayed in police firing.

We are demanding 
the resignation of 

Sheikh Hasina. Her 
resignation is not 

enough; she has to 
be brought to justice 

for all the killings 
and abductions. Not 
only Sheikh Hasina, 
but also the entire 

cabinet has to resign.

NAHID ISLAM
on Aug 3, 2024, at Central 

Shaheed Minar

The government 
must resign. 
People have to take 
back control of 
the country. Now 
the main agenda 
is how to make 
the democratic 
transition. People 
from all walks of 
life must unite and 
work to ensure this.

PROF ANU MUHAMMAD
on Aug 2, 2024. Drohojatra, 
Press Club

JULY 

UPRISING 

            PAGES 

STAR REPORT

Chhatra League activists yesterday 

attacked quota protesters on 

Dhaka University campus, 

triggering fierce clashes that left 

at least 300 people injured -- 

mostly protesters including female 

students and also some BCL men.

Clad in helmet and armed with 

sticks and iron rods, hundreds of 

Chhatra League activists, many 

from outside DU, beat up the 

demonstrators across the campus.

They were also seen whacking 

female protesters with sticks.

Bruised and bloodied, students 

ran for their lives.

At one point, the demonstrators 

retaliated by throwing brick 

chunks and beating up some 

Chhatra League men.

For about five hours, mayhem 

reigned supreme. After the pitched 

battles, the streets there were 

littered with thousands of brick 

chunks. 

A group of Chhatra League 

activists even swooped on 

demonstrators at the emergency 

department of Dhaka Medical 

College Hospital in the evening, 

causing panic among doctors, 

nurses, patients, and their 

attendants. Many ran for cover.

The attack disrupted medical 

services at the country’s prime 

medical facility.

“We deployed additional 

nurses and doctors to deal with 

the situation. Injured from both 

groups are getting treatment here,” 

said DMCH Director Brig Gen Md 

Asaduzzaman.

Around 297 received treatment 

at the DMCH and six at the 

Sarkari Karmachari Hospital, 

said inspector Md Bachchu Mia, 

in charge of the DMCH police 

outpost.

Nahid Islam, one of the 

organisers of the quota protests, 

said, “We don’t know the exact 

figure. But our estimate is that over 

200 fellow demonstrators were 

injured in the attacks and many are 

in serious condition.” 

Students of at least four 

other universities -- Jagannath 

University, 
Jahangirnagar 

University, Rajshahi University, 

Chittagong University – also came 

under Chhatra League attack 

yesterday. At least 60 students 

were injured there.

MAYHEM AT DU

Tension was running high on 

the campus since late Sunday 

night when hundreds of students 

came out of their dormitories 

Trump picks 

JD Vance for 

running mate

Officially becomes the 

Republican presidential 

nominee 

AGENCIES

Donald Trump yesterday selected US 

Senator JD Vance to serve as his vice 

presidential running mate, as the 

Republican Party officially nominated 

the former president as its 2024 

presidential nominee at the start of 

the party’s national convention in 

Milwaukee.

“As Vice President, J.D. will 

continue to fight for our Constitution, 

stand with our Troops, and will do 

everything he can to help me MAKE 

AMERICA GREAT AGAIN,” Trump 

wrote on his Truth Social platform.

The four-day convention opened in 

downtown Milwaukee’s Fiserv Forum 

two days after Trump survived an 

assassination attempt in Pennsylvania, 

and hours after he secured a major 

legal victory when a federal judge 

dismissed one of Trump’s criminal 

prosecutions.

Trump is due to formally accept 

the party’s nomination in a primetime 

address on Thursday and will 
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It’s a shame 

that they call 

themselves 

Razakars: PM

A student protester being beaten allegedly by BCL activists at Dhaka University, as attacks were launched on quota reform demonstrators yesterday afternoon, left. A man about to hit a 

female student at DU’s Doyel Chattar, top right. A man points a gun at the protesters in Shahidullah Hall area.
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T I M E L I N E

DECEMBER 30, 2010

The government allocates 

30% quotas in govt jobs for 

grandchildren of freedom 

fighters.

JULY 13, 2013

DU campus turns into battlefield; 

Cops, BCL activists attack students 

protesting quotas in govt jobs.

JANUARY 31, 2018

A writ petition is filed with High 

Court seeking re-evaluation of 

quota system in govt jobs.

MARCH 5, 2018

HC rejects the writ.

APRIL 8, 2018

Protesters block the Shahbagh 

intersection for several hours; 

Cops, BCL activists swoop on 

protesters, chase them away.

APRIL 27, 2018

AL representatives meet with 

the protesters, assure them of 

immediate decision on quota 

issue.

SEE PAGE 2

BCL unlea
shes fur

y on 

quota p
rotester

s 

Over 300, mostly demonstrators, hurt at DU during 5-hr-long pitched battles; female 

students, BCL men among the injured; agitators to hold nationwide protest rallies todayPanic at DMCH 

emergency as 

‘BCL men’ swoop 

on demonstrators

MUNTAKIM SAAD and SAJJAD HOSSAIN

Patients and attendants of Dhaka 

Medical College Hospital were gripped 

by fear as alleged Chhatra League 

activists launched two consecutive 

attacks on the student protesters there 

last evening.

Emergency services were disrupted 

due to the attacks.

Over 50 alleged BCL members, 

armed with sticks and wearing helmets, 

barged into the emergency department 

around 6:50pm and again at 7:30pm. 

They brutally beat the students, who 

were participating in the quota reform 

movement.

Witnesses said the attackers forced 

their way in with weapons after ignoring 

Ansar members’ requests.

The main gate and other hospital 

buildings were closed during the attacks, 

adding to the chaos.

Patients who had come for emergency 

treatment were in a state of panic since 

4:00pm, as injured student protesters, 

who were assaulted by BCL activists in 

Dhaka University, were being brought in. 
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QUOTA IN GOVT JOBS

HC verdict to 

be inoperative 

till appeal is 

filed with SC

The apex court  

says in full text of 

its July 10 order 

Why must brute force 

always be the response 

to student protests?

AASHA MEHREEN AMIN

At first it seemed the government was going to show the 

restraint expected from the state towards students protesting 

a quota system that needs a logical reform. Sadly, it did 

not take long for the government to take an unnecessarily 

hardline in an attempt to squash the spirit of these young 

people. What could have been resolved through a discussion 

as expected from any government, ended up being yet another 

violent suppression of the voices of students.

In an all too familiar sequence, when students on campuses 

throughout the country, spontaneously started protesting 

comments of the prime minister regarding their movement 

at a press conference on Sunday, members of the Chhatra 

League were ready and waiting to attack.  

What followed was not something too surprising. Yet one 

cannot fail to be shocked at the brutality with which students, 

even women students, were beaten with rods and sticks. The 

images are hard to forget – students beaten unconscious, 

a student looking dazed as blood poured down his face, a 

capture of a man raising a stick just before it would hit two 

young women, a female student, unconscious, being taken to 

the hospital, young men with sticks and rods chasing students 

before hitting them mercilessly – these are not scenes from 

a battlefield but from campuses of universities. University 

campuses that resemble riot scenes. Student protesters who 

had gone to the emergency centre of Dhaka Medical College 

Hospital with their wounded fellow protesters were beaten up 

inside the hospital. Is this why young people go to universities 

– to either get beaten up or to be part of groups that do the 

beating? 

Unfortunately, that is how students are divided on our 

campuses. 

So why the show of restraint in the beginning?  It was clear 

that at first, the police and the Chhatra League were given 

OP I N ION

STUDENTS BLEED AS VIOLENCE SPREADS THRU CAMPUSES -- PAGE 3

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday 

said it was a matter of great regret 

that protesters seeking quota reforms 

chanted slogans like “Who are you? Who 

am I? Razakar, Razakar.”

“They don’t know how the Pakistan 

occupation forces and Razakar Bahini 

tortured people in the country; they 

didn’t see the inhuman torture and 

bodies lying on roads. So, they don’t feel 

ashamed to call themselves Razakars,” 

she said while addressing the signing 

ceremony of Annual Performance 

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

The Appellate Division 

of the Supreme Court, in 

the full text of its July 10 

order, has said the High 

Court judgement, which 

effectively reinstated 

quotas in government jobs, 

must remain inoperative 

until the leave-to-appeal 

petitions filed with this 

court are disposed of.

“We have heard the 

learned counsels from 

both parties in both the 

cases and perused the civil 

miscellaneous petitions 

[stay petitions] as well as 

other materials on record. 

Upon hearing, the parties 

are directed to maintain 

the status quo regarding 

the subject matter of the 

case till the filing of civil 

petitions for leave to appeal. 

The impugned judgement 

of the High Court shall 

remain inoperative till that 

period.” 

A five-member bench 

of the Appellate Division 

headed by Chief Justice 

Obaidul Hassan made the 

observation in the two-

page full text of the order 

ed recently.
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“They are afraid 

of the fact that 

we can also 

speak about 

our rights. They 

want to gag 

our voice at any 

cost.”

A female student            

of DU

“They [demonstrators] 

brought students 

from different halls 

by threatening them. 

They carried out 

attacks on students 

with locally made 

weapons.”

SADDAM HUSSAIN Chhatra 

League President
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