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Witnessing the quota reform protests 
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Protesters throng the capital’s Central Shaheed Minar yesterday afternoon demanding justice for those killed during the quota reform protests. Top right, police block the 
Garib-E-Newaz Avenue in Uttara to stop the demonstrators from moving towards the Dhaka-Mymensingh highway. Bottom right, students chant slogans as they march in a 
procession at the Science Lab intersection. PHOTO: PALASH KHAN, ANISUR RAHMAN

Two killed 
in fresh 
violence

Worker dies during clash in 
Habiganj, policeman beaten  

to death in Khulna

A police vehicle in flames in Khulna city’s Gallamari area yesterday evening after a clash broke out there 
between police and quota reform protesters. The clash left a cop dead and at least 10 other people injured.
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Clashes broke out  in the 

capital’s Uttara, Sylhet, Khulna, 

Narsingdi, Chattogram and 

Noakhali during processions of 

the “student movement against 

discrimination”.

Demonstrators 
blocked highways in 

Narsingdi, Tangail, 
Bogura and Pabna.

Thousands join 
march for justice

Call for govt’s resignation 

Protesters take to the 
streets across country

Demand justice for killings in recent violence over  
quota protests, release of the detainees  

SECOND EDITION

Protesters 
call for non-
cooperation 
movement 
To stage demo across 
the country today

DU CORRESPONDENT

The organisers of the 
A n t i - D i s c r i m i n a t i o n 
Student Movement, who 
spearheaded the quota 
reform protests, said 
yesterday that they will go 
for a countrywide non-
cooperation movement 
starting tomorrow, to 
protest the recent killings 
and press home their nine-
point demand.

They will also stage 
demonstrations across the 
country today.

Mahin Sarker, one of 
the coordinators of the 
platform, announced 
the programmes via a 
WhatsApp message around 
8:00pm.

The platform urged all 
to join their programmes to 
make them successful.

Minutes after uploading 
the statement, Mahin 
said they would make 
some corrections to the 
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STAR REPORT

After nearly two weeks of eerie calm, violence erupted 
again yesterday as police aided by ruling party members 
clashed with protesters in the capital and several other 
districts, leaving at least two dead and almost 150 injured.

In Habiganj, a labourer died after he was caught in the 
middle of a clash while police said a constable died after 
he was assaulted by protesters in Khulna. 

Clashes took place in Uttara in the capital, Sylhet, 
Khulna, Narsingdi, Chattogram and Noakhali during 
processions of the “student movement against 
discrimination”.

Thousands of students, cultural activists and the 
general public took part in yesterday’s programme 
defying rain to press home their demand for justice for 
the recent killings centring the quota reform protests and 
immediate release of detainees.

The country witnessed violence on an unprecedented 
scale from July 16 to July 21 as agitators and law enforcers, 
Border Guard Bangladesh members, and ruling party 
activists clashed. Over 200 people were killed and 
thousands injured, many with gunshot wounds. 

In Khulna yesterday, Metropolitan Police Commissioner 
Mozammel Haque said a constable named Suman 
Gharami died after agitators beat him up. Police members 
found him with a serious head injury in Gallamari in the 
evening. 

They rushed him to the nearby Khulna City Medical 
College Hospital, police said.

The hospital authorities said Suman was pronounced 
dead after he was brought there. 

Three other policemen -- Mazharul Islam, Sohanur 
Rahman Sohag and Soumen -- are being treated there.

In Habiganj, Mostaq Ahmed, a 24-year-old labourer, 
died after he was caught in a clash between protesting 
students and police in the afternoon.

Locals said Mostaq, who was from Sylhet Tuker Bazar 
area, was shot when went to the town to buy shoes.

Moyeen Uddin Chowdhury, resident medical officer 
of Habiganj 250-bed Hospital, said Mostaq died at the 
hospital due to excessive bleeding from his arm.

STAR REPORT

Thousands of people from a wide 
spectrum of life demonstrated in 
Dhaka and elsewhere in the country 
demanding justice for those killed 
in the recent violence and release of 
the arrestees and detainees.

Students, teachers, guardians, 
lawyers, doctors, cultural activists, 
and citizens staged protests as part 
of the mass procession calledby 
the Anti-Discrimination Student 
Movement.

Protesters blocked roads in 
the capital’s Uttara, Science Lab 
and Mirpur-10 intersections, 
Aftabnagar and Shahbagh.

Several thousand people, 
chanting slogans demanding 
resignation of the government, 
took out a massive procession from 
in front of the Jatiya Press Club 
after holding a brief rally around 
3:00pm. The procession ended at 

the Central Shaheed Minar after 
marching through different streets.

Protests were also held in 
Chattogram, Khulna, Sylhet, 
Habiganj, Barishal, Bhola, 
and several other districts. 
Demonstrators blocked highways in 

Tangail, Bogura, and Pabna.
In Dhaka, a group of students, 

teachers and parents held a protest 
rally in front of the Rajuk Uttara 
Model College around 10:00am.

Speaking at the programme, HSC 
examinee Sajjadur Rahman said, 
“What offence had been committed 
by my brother Mughdho? What was 
the fault of that girl child who was 

standing on the balcony? Why did 
so many innocent people die? Why 
were they killed brutally? We want 
justice for every single murder.” 

Hundreds of protesters gathered 
at the Science Lab intersection 
around 2:00pm and blocked a 
lane of the Mirpur Road for about 
an hour. They marched between 
the Science Lab intersection and 
Shahbagh. 

Several hundred students 
and ordinary people blocked the 
Mirpur-10 intersection after Juma 
prayers, causing disruption in 
traffic for about an hour.

Students demonstrated in ECB 
Chattar of Kalshi in the afternoon 
demanding justice for the recent 
killings and release of the detained 
teachers and students.

Students of East West University 
took out a procession at Aftabnagar 
around 11:30pm. The procession 

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

They came in thousands. From students to teachers, 
guardians with children, lawyers, civil society members, 
and political activists -- all gathered to join “Droho Jatra” 
in front of the Jatiya Press Club seeking justice for those 
killed during the recent violence.

Braving rain and holding placards, they shouted anti-
government slogans. 

They also announced a mas procession at 3:00pm 
tomorrow to press home their one-point demand --  
resignation of the Sheikh Hasina-led government.

At the press club, Prof Anu Muhammad, a former 
teacher of Jahangirnagar University, addressed a huge 
gathering.

“...We don’t want anything from this government. 
We must hold the government accountable and ensure 
justice. Those who were arrested must be freed, and the 
filing of cases and suppression must stop, and the curfew 
must be withdrawn.” 

“To ensure these, the government must resign. People 
have to take back the control of the country. Now the 
main agenda is how to make the democratic transition. 
People from all walks of life must unite and work to 
ensure this.”

The “Droho Jatra” was called by a group of students 
and teachers, cultural organisations, and civil society 
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NEWS

Count of a carnage
FROM PAGE 1

in the head, chest and abdomen with 
bullets, not pellets.

The Daily Star shared the 
descriptions of the nature of the 
injuries with firearm experts and 
former army officials, who said 
shootings targeted at these vital 
areas are meant to kill, and not to 
disperse.

Such shootings with lethal 
weapons are a violation of the rules 
of engagements during civilian 
protests, they said.

The UN, Amnesty International 
and Human Rights Watch also called 
out the excesses by law enforcers that 
led to the killings of so many people, 
who were mostly unarmed.

One of the first victims of a 
targeted shooting was Abu Sayed, 
23, a student of Begum Rokeya 
University in Rangpur. He was 
standing with his arms stretched 
out in defiant protest in front of the 
university, with just a stick in his 
right hand. Police were clearly seen 
shooting him multiple times in the 
chest, wounding him fatally.

“We used whatever little we 
earned to support his education, 
hoping that one day he would be 
successful and better days would 
come. But bullets ended all that,” his 
brother Ramjan told The Daily Star 
after his death.
SHOTS THAT KILLED

Of those fatally hit in the upper parts 
of the body, 39 were shot in the head, 
35 in the chest, 11 in the stomach, 
eight in the abdomen, eight in the 
back and two in the neck. The rest 10 
of the 113 victims who were killed by 
live rounds were shot in the leg, arms 
and other parts of the body.

Four of the victims who were hit 
in the head were inside their homes 
and were likely struck by stray 
bullets. The 35 others were shot 
while on the streets, according to 
family members.

Our analysis of the date-wise 
casualties shows that deaths from 
gunshots spiked after the Border 
Guard Bangladesh was called in 
alongside an overwhelming number 
of police, Rab, Ansar, riot police, 
Armed Police Battalion and SWAT 
(Special Weapons and Tactics) 
members.

BGB was first deployed on July 17 
in six districts on a small scale, but 
at least 229 platoons of the border 
guard force were dispatched across 
the country the next day.

The killings by gunfire continued 
even after armed forces were called 
in to contain violence on July 19 – by 
this time the quota protests boiled 
over into a larger movement joined 
by thousands of members of the 
public.

“Under the law, a written 
government order [gazette] must 
be sent to the forces to empower 
them to shoot at sight. The 
government order clearly outlines 
the circumstances under which the 
forces are allowed to shoot at sight, 
for example for breaking the curfew. 
I have not heard of any such written 
order being published,” Brig Gen 
(retd) Sakhawat Hossain told The 
Daily Star.

On August 1, this newspaper 
visited the Bangladesh Government 
Press’s online archive and the home 
ministry’s online bulletin board, 
but did not find any such written 
order. The gazette of the nationwide 
curfew, imposed at midnight on July 
19, did not mention any shoot-at-
sight order, although Awami League 
General Secretary Obaidul Quader 
told reporters that evening that it 
was a “shoot-at-sight” order.

Chiefs of police and BGB did 
not respond to our calls and text 
messages seeking their comments if 

there was indeed an explicit order to 
shoot at protesters, and if not, why 
law enforcers shot so many people 
indiscriminately.

In a written statement to The 
Daily Star on August 1, Rab said, 
“During the recent quota protest, no 
directive was given to open fire.”

Under the rules of engagement, 
forces are supposed to crouch in a 
lying position in situations like this, 
Sakhawat said.

“This way, they are certain to 
shoot below the hip to incapacitate 
the opponent. If they are standing or 
aiming upwards, then they will hit 
the fatal parts of the human body. 
We have seen people dying because 
of gunshots to the head and chest,” 
he said.

In many cases, fatal shots were also 
fired from close range. For example, 
more than two dozen people died 
from rubber bullets. This means they 
were likely shot at point-blank range, 
Sakhawat said.

At least six victims sustained 

perforating bullet wounds where the 
bullet entered and exited the body. 
A ballistics expert, speaking to this 
newspaper in the background, said 
it is possible that they too were shot 
from close range.

One video of a close-range 
execution was captured in Rampura 
on July 19. It shows a man hiding 
by hanging from the cornice of an 
under-construction building and 
two law enforcers shot him point-
blank, one after another within 
seconds.

The video was verified by 

Qadaruddin Shishir, the fact-
checking editor at AFP news agency.

“There are international guidelines 
on proportionate use of force for law 
enforcement. Bangladesh security 
forces violate those standards if 
they shoot at unarmed protesters, 
or fire indiscriminately,” Meenakshi 
Ganguly, deputy director of Human 
Rights Watch’s Asia Division, told 
this newspaper on Thursday.
WHAT GUNS WERE USED?

Naima Sultana, 15, a student of 
Milestone School from Uttara, had 
gone to the balcony to fetch the 
clothes hung out to dry when she 
was hit by a bullet on July 19.

“When the bullet hit her head, 
she fell to the floor and her brains 
spilled out. We took her to the 
hospital immediately but the doctors 
declared her dead,” said her father 
Golam Mostofa.

From the photos and videos 
captured by this newspaper’s 
reporters and photographers, we 
have been able to identify some 
of the lethal weapons used by law 
enforcement and security forces 
during the protests.

They include automatic and 
semi-automatic rifles, light machine 
guns, machine guns, Chinese AK47, 
Bangladesh-made BD-08 Type 81 
assault rifles and semi-automatic 
7.62mm Type 56 assault rifles. 
Handguns were also used. (Firearms 
were used against the protesters also 
by alleged ruling party activists in 
Dhaka and elsewhere.)

Two gun-experts who have seen 
the photos and the videos taken by 
our team helped us identify these 
weapons used by law enforcers and 
security forces.

In front of the Jatiya Press Club 
on July 19, Ansar members were 
found wielding AK47 guns, as well as 
the semi-automatic 7.62mm Type 56 
assault rifle.

“Chinese” AK47 assault rifles 
were spotted in the hands of BGB 
members also in front of Jatiya Press 

Club. In Rampura, a BGB man armed 
with the same AK47 version was 
photographed firing at protesters on 
July 19.

In the capital’s Khamarbari on 
July 20, Bangladesh infantry were 
seen carrying light machine guns. 
The Gazipur-made BD-08 Type 81 
assault rifle was spotted in Bijoy 
Sarani the same day.

“The 7.62mm rifles used by police 
have two modes -- single firing and 
rapid firing. In the videos we have 
seen, they have mostly used the 
rapid-fire mode or automatic mode 

which are mostly used in wars,” said 
Brig Gen (retd) Sakhawat.

“The 7.62mm rifles are one of the 
best Chinese killing machines, which 
were earlier used by the Bangladesh 
Army and are now available to the 
BGB and police,” he added.

The spotting of such lethal 
weapons on key dates corresponds 
with the death toll on those days. 
According to The Daily Star’s latest 
tally, July 19 was the deadliest day, 
with 62 people dying only in fatal 
shots across the country.

A vast majority of them 
succumbed to their injuries that very 
day, while a handful hung on to life 
for the next two or three days.

The second deadliest day was July 
20, with 30 people suffering fatal 
shots. The rest of the people were 
shot between July 16 and July 24.

On the dates, including July 19 
and 20, that saw some of the highest 
casualties in areas such as Jatrabari, 
Rampura, Badda, Mohammadpur 
and Mirpur in Dhaka, The Daily 
Star reporters and photographers 
witnessed and documented heavy 
firing by police, Rab, BGB members 
and Armed Police Battalion on the 
ground, as air support was also 
called in.

“These forces [army and BGB] 
were deployed to aid the police, and 
are armed with lethal weapons. They 
will not be coming to the ground 
with sticks and rods. The question is 
whether they should have been called 
in to tackle unarmed protesters in 
the first place,” said Sakhawat.
KILLING HOTSPOTS

As violence spread across Dhaka and 
elsewhere, Jatrabari and its adjacent 
areas, including Kadamtali, Matuail 
and the Chittagong Road leading 
into Narayanganj’s Siddhirganj, saw 
some of the fiercest clashes between 
heavily armed law enforcers and 
protesters, both students and non-
students.

For over a week, demonstrators 
blocked the commercially important 

Chittagong Road despite the heavy 
firing of live bullets, sound grenades, 
and teargas shells from the ground as 
well as from the air, as Rab and BGB 
helicopters were called in for the first 
time in independent Bangladesh to 
tackle a civilian movement.

At least 44 people were killed in 
these areas, mostly in shootings. Of 
them, at least 30 died in Jatrabari 
alone -- six on July 18, 12 on July 19, 
seven on July 20, three on July 21.

One of the July 19 victims is a 
policeman, who was hacked to death.

Other hotspots in Dhaka include 

Rampura, Badda, Dhanmondi, 
Mohammadpur, Uttara and Savar.

Outside Dhaka, there were reports 
of protests and violence in over 
20 districts, including Rangpur, 
Rajshahi, Bogura, Chattogram, 
Khulna and Narsingdi.

At least 52 people were killed 
outside Dhaka.
DISREGARD FOR LIFE

Although many died in direct 
clashes, attacks and counter-attacks, 
many also had nothing to do with 
the protest but got killed anyway.

Abdul Ahad, 4, is one of them. 
The boy from Jatrabari was watching 
the protests from his balcony, when 
a bullet struck his head. He died at 
Dhaka Medical College Hospital.

In Mohakhali, Goni Mia was going 
home, parking his rickshaw in a 
garage. He was hit by a bullet in the 
chest, and he died at DMCH a few 
hours later, his brother Hafiz Uddin 
told The Daily Star.

Although most people were killed 
in shootings, several died of beating 
and at least one was hacked.

Overall, the victims, aged 
between four and sixty years, 
come from various professions 
and backgrounds. As many as 50 
were low-income people, 26 private 
jobholders and 21 were traders or 
businesspeople.

“The high death toll is a shocking 
indictment of the absolute 
intolerance shown by the Bangladeshi 
authorities to protest and dissent. 
The unlawful force used against 
protesters, including lethal force as 
verified by Amnesty International, 
shows a callous disregard for the 
right to life and an abject failure 
by law enforcement officials to 
uphold their obligations under 
domestic and international human 
rights law,” said a spokesperson of 
Amnesty International, speaking to 
this newspaper.

Note: This newspaper’s list of 

victims is as of August 1, and is not 

comprehensive because not all the 

dead bodies ended up in the major 

hospitals or graveyards tracked by 

The Daily Star. For example, this 

newspaper has a photo of a dead 

bearded man wearing a lungi with a 

gunshot wound to the head lying on 

the steps of a clinic in Rampura, but 

failed to get any records of a man 

matching that description from the 

corresponding morgues on that 

day. As a result, that man has not 

been counted in our tally. Many 

hospitals did not keep any records 

of the dead, while many families 

collected the bodies of their loved 

ones from the scene and The Daily 

Star could not contact them. 

Reporting: Zyma Islam, Shaheen 
Mollah

Additional reporting: Asifur 
Rahman, Sajjad Hossain and Mashfiq 
Mizan Mugdho

Research: Tahira Shamsi Utsa, 
Shuchismita Tithi, Nilima Jahan, 
Sharmin Joya, Sabbir Hossain, 
Tasnim Mouri, Nafis Almas Siam, 
Rakshanda Rahman Misha, Aaqib 
Hasib, Mahiya Tabassum, Zayed Ibne 
Quadir, Mehedi Rahman Ullash, 
Zareen Nawar Shazee, Naimur 
Rahman and Ziauddin Alamin.

Our district correspondents 
Aminul Islam from Mymensingh, 
Jahidul Islam from Narsingdi, Sourav 
Hossain Siam from Narayanganj, 
Khalid Bin Nazrul from Cumilla, 
Mostafa Shabuj from Bogura, 
Monjurul Haque from Gazipur, 
Mokammel Shuvo from Cox’s Bazar, 
Shimul Nazrul from Chattogram, 
Kongkon Karmaker from Dinajpur, 
Sushanta Ghosh from Barishal, 
Aklakur Rahman Akash from Savar, 
Dwoha Chowdhury from Sylhet, 
Jahid Hasan Roni from Shariatpur 
and Anis Mondol from Kushtia 
contributed to this report.

Editing: Martin Swapan Pandey. 

DHAKA SUNDAY AUGUST 4, 2024 

SRABAN 20, 1431 BS        7
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STUDENT PROTESTS
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July 18, 2024
Police and BCL men attack students at 
Brac University and other institutions. 

At least 29 die in daylong mayhem 
as clashes break out in 19 districts. 

Agitators vandalise, torch BTV Bhaban, 
Setu Bhaban and other government 

establishments. Internet service 
blocked across the country; Metro rail 

operations suspended for indefinite 
period.

July 19, 2024
Effective from midnight, government 

announces nationwide curfew 
and deploys army after daylong 

violence kills at least 66 people. More 
government establishments, including 
Narsingdi jail, metro rail stations, BRTA 

offices, vandalised, torched.

July 20, 2024
At least 21 killed on the first day of 

curfew amid army deployment. Curfew 
extended until further notice and a two-
day general public holiday announced. 

Key organiser of quota demo ‘picked up’ 
and several BNP leaders detained.

July 21, 2024
Supreme Court curtails quotas to 7pc as 
at least seven killed amid curfew. Chiefs 
of three forces meet Hasina, as UN, EU, 

UK voice concern over violence.

July 22, 2024
Six more hurt in previous days’ 

clashes die, taking death toll to 146. 
Hasina warns BNP and Jamaat of 

consequences; army chief hopes for 
return of normalcy. Arrest of BNP and 

Jamaat leaders continues.

July 23, 2024
Govt issues circular reforming quota 

system, but four quota reform protest 
organisers reject it. Arrests and raids 

targeting opposition leaders and 
demonstrators continue amid curfew. 
Broadband internet is back in selected 

areas.

July 24, 2024
Inter-district bus and launch services 

resume partially.

July 25, 2024
JP leader Partha Andaleeve, 

businessman David Hasnat, among 
dozens, arrested, as social media 
remains off-limits. UN, Amnesty 

International, US, Canada call for end to 
crackdown. Hasina makes first public 

appearance since army deployment and 
visits damaged metro rail station.

July 26, 2024
Detective Branch of police picks up 

three organisers. BNP calls for national 
unity and ouster of government. Hasina 
visits Dhaka Medical College Hospital on 

the second day of public appearance 
after the curfew announcement. UN 

calls for an end to crackdown and full 
restoration of internet services.

July 27, 2024
Block raids targeting protesters, mostly 
students, continue as DB picks up two 

more quota protest organisers. Fourteen 
foreign missions urge govt to hold law 

enforcers accountable for wrongdoings. 
Hasina visits Pongu Hospital, says 
violence was committed to cripple 

economy.

July 28, 2024
Nationwide crackdown goes on, with 
over 2.13 lakh people made accused 

in over 200 cases in Dhaka city alone. 
Mobile internet is back, but social media 
remains shut. After having a meal with 
DB chief Harunor Rashid at his office, six 

organisers earlier taken into custody 
read out a written statement, lifting 
the movement. Outside, a section of 

organisers vow to press on.
Government announces death toll for 

first time, setting it at 147.

July 29, 2024
Protesters take to streets again in some 

districts, face police obstructions, 
dozens detained. Government 

announces plan to ban Jamaat-Shibir. 
HC rebukes DB over handling of the six 
quota organisers, including sharing the 

photograph of sharing a meal with them 
on social media.

July 30, 2024
Students and teachers of JU hold 

silent procession, teachers of several 
universities hold rallies, guardians 

protest death of children, obstructed 
by cops. Eminent citizens blame 

government for loss of lives. Hasina 
says government will take “foreign 
help” for judicial probe, announces 
nationwide mourning for next day. 

Police crackdown continues.

July 31, 2024
Protesters reject government-called 

nationwide mourning, stage demos in 
capital, elsewhere. Six quota movement 

organisers were still in DB custody. 
Eminent citizens form probe body, urge 
public support. EU delays partnership 

talks with Dhaka. Hundreds of HSC 
students announce boycott of exams 
if fellow examinees not released from 

police custody/jail.

August 1, 2024
Government issues gazette banning 

Jamaat-Shibir under anti-terrorism act. 
UN offers sending fact-finding team, 
PM says “UN free to probe violence”. 

Six organisers freed from DB custody. 
Protesters hold mass processions 

and prayers for those killed. Teachers, 
students of five public universities 

stage demos. 

August 2, 2024
Demonstrators continue protest against 
killings, thousands join march for justice. 
Protesters attacked by AL activists and 

police in capital, elsewhere, leaving 
two more dead. Protesters announce 

countrywide demo for next day and non-
cooperation movement from Sunday. 

Facebook blocked again for seven 
hours. Six organisers say “statement of 

withdrawal made from DB office was not 
voluntary”.

SNIPPETS OF 
DISREGARD 

FOR LIFE
FROM PAGE 1

CASE 4
On the same day, around 3:30 

pm in Rampura, a student named 
Samudra from Rajdhani Ideal 

College was killed when BGB shot 
at demonstrators near the BTV 
area. A bullet hit his arms and 
pierced through his chest, as 

seen by this newspaper and later 
confirmed by family members and 

doctors.

CASE 5
In Savar, a severely injured 

protester was seen atop an Armed 
Police Carrier in a BBC verified 

footage. One of the officers on the 
vehicle was heard saying, “Felai 

den, Felai den” (Put him down, put 
him down).The officers then threw 
the injured youth from the top of 
the vehicle onto the ground. This 

newspaper later identified the 
youth as Shaikh Ashabul Yamin, a 
student of MIST. He was brought 

dead to a hospital, his body 
bearing bullet wounds.

OCCUPATIONS OF 
THE VICTIMS

Student 
Worker 

Jobholder
Journalist

Police
Ansar
Trader

43
54
25
3
3
1
21

Under 18
18 to 25
26 to 35
36 to 45
46 to 60

32
64
33
20
5

AGE OF THE VICTIMS
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Multinationals’ 
profits decline 
for lower sales

B1

Taskin on 
red-ball track, 
Shakib available

P11

Ukraine downs 
89 Russian 
drones

P7

New Khulna jail: 
construction 
works drag on 
for 12 years

P5

A female student, who said she was just 17, being carried away in a prison van after police obstructed the “March for Justice” near the BMA Bhaban in Khulna city 
yesterday. Right top, Noor Hasan, a law student of Stamford University being dragged away by cops while Nusrat Noor, a student of the same university, refuses to let him be 
taken away during the protests near the High Court. Right bottom, students from different universities gathered near the HC gate. PHOTOS: HABIBUR RAHMAN, AMRAN HOSSAIN

Hamas leader 
killed in Iran by 
Israeli air strike

Says the Palestinian group, warns 
assassination takes war to ‘new levels’
AGENCIES

Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh was assassinated in Iran 
yesterday morning, the Palestinian group and Tehran 
said, drawing threats of revenge on Israel in a region 
already shaken by the offensive in Gaza and a deepening 
conflict in Lebanon.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards confirmed the death of 
Haniyeh, hours after he attended a swearing in ceremony 
for the country’s new 
president, and said it was 
investigating. Haniyeh 
has been killed in an 
Israeli air strike in the 
Iranian capital, Hamas 
said.

Haniyeh, normally 
based in Qatar, has been 
the face of Hamas’s 
international diplomacy 
as the Israel’s offensive in 
Gaza began on October 7. 
The health ministry in Hamas-run Gaza said yesterday that 
at least 39,445 people have been killed in the offensive. 
The toll includes 45 deaths in 24 hours, according to the 
ministry figures.

Hamas’ armed wing said in a statement Haniyeh’s 
killing would “take the battle to new levels and have major 
repercussions”, while Iran also vowed to retaliate.

Ismail Haniyeh

SECOND EDITION

Quader booed off 
a meeting with 
ex-BCL leaders

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Awami League General Secretary Obaidul 
Quader faced the wrath of former 
Chhatra League leaders yesterday as he 
began speaking to the media instead of 
having discussions with them at a views-
exchange meeting.

The AL organised the meeting at the 
party’s Bangabandhu Avenue head office 
at 11:00am and according to the invitation 
letter, Quader was supposed to exchange 
views with the former Chhatra League 
leaders. 

However, Quader reached the venue 
around 11:20am and immediately started 

PHOTO: REUTERS

Palestinians attend a protest in Hebron in the Israeli-occupied West Bank yesterday, after the assassination of Hamas leader 

Harun 
transferred 
from DB
5 other top DMP 
officials also 
transferred

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Metropolitan Police 
(DMP) Additional Deputy 
Commissioner Harun or 
Rashid has been removed 
from the Detective Branch.

In a major reshuffle, 
six top officials of DMP 
including Harun were 
transferred yesterday.

Harun has been 
transferred to the crime and 
operations division of DMP, 
said a notification signed 
by DMP Commissioner 
Habibur Rahman. He 
will be replaced by DMP 
Additional Commissioner 
Ashrafuzzaman, it added.

Harun’s transfer came 
two days after a meeting 
of the Awami League-led 
14-party alliance, where 
some alliance leaders 
expressed their discontent 
about Harun.

On Monday, the High 
Court also expressed its 
displeasure over a photo of 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 

EU postpones 
negotiations 
with Dhaka

Cites ‘prevailing situation’  
as reason

DIPLOMATIC 
CORRESPONDENT

The European Union 
has postponed 
its first round of 
negotiation with 
Bangladesh on a 
new agreement 
meant to elevate its 
partnership with the 
South Asian country.

“In light of the 
prevailing situation, 
the first round of 
negotiations on the 
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement envisaged 
for September has been postponed with no later 
date fixed as yet,” Nabila Massrali, EU spokesperson 
for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, told The Daily 
Star in a message yesterday.

The decision comes a day after EU High 
Representative and Foreign Policy Chief Josep 
Borrell on Tuesday issued a statement condemning 
the “shoot-on-sight policy” announced by the 
authorities in Bangladesh. 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 

‘Structures can be 
rebuilt, lives lost 
will never return’
PM says about violence  
centring quota protests

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has said the destroyed 
structures can be rebuilt but the lives lost during 
the recent violence in the country can never be 
returned.

She was speaking at a programme marking the 
inauguration of the National Fisheries Week 2024 at 
the capital’s Bangabandhu International Conference 
Centre yesterday.

Hasina said there 
was no issue for waging 
a movement as she 
fulfilled all the demands 
of the students and 
the Appellate Division 
of the Supreme Court 
ordered status quo on 
the High Court judgment, 
restoring the effectiveness 
of the government’s 2018 
notification that abolished the quota system in 
government jobs.

Despite that, such incidents happened and 
destructive activities were carried out, leading to 
loss of so many lives, she said. 

“I never thought such a situation would arise and 
so many lives would be lost.”

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 

Process 
underway to 
ban Jamaat 
and Shibir
Home boss says it 
may happen any time

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The banning of Jamaat-
e-Islami and its student 
front Chhatra Shibir is 
under process, said the 
home minister, despite 
expectation that it was 
going to happen yesterday.

Yesterday, Home 
Minister Asaduzzaman 
Khan mentioned no date 
for issuing a notification in 
this regard but said it could 
be issued any time.

“I have not received the 
file yet. We are waiting. 
We had meetings in 
the morning and in the 
afternoon … A few issues 
were discussed with the 
prime minister, including 
the ban on Jamaat,” he said.

“We will announce 
whenever the decision 
comes.”

Asaduzzaman said 
Jamaat was going to be 
banned as per Section 18 of 
the Anti-Terrorism Act.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

ABU SAYED MURDER CASE

16-yr-old in 
Rangpur jail  

for 12 days
Father says he was shot in his leg

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

A 16-year-old is in Rangpur jail for 12 
days after his arrest in the case filed 
over Abu Sayed’s killing.

Begum Rokeya University student 
Sayed was shot and killed during 
the quota reform protest near his 
university on July 16. 

Video footage shows police shooting 
Sayed, who posed no threat to the law enforcers. He died 
soon afterwards.

But contradicting what is clear as daylight, the First 
Information Report filed by police says Sayed was not 
a victim of police firing. “The protesters fired weapons 
and threw chunks of bricks from different directions, 
and at one stage, a student [Sayed] was seen falling to the 
ground,” read the FIR.

“Police have shown my son Mahim arrested in the Abu 
Sayed murder case,” said Md Shahjalal, who owns a photo 
studio in Rangpur city.

Alfi Shahriar Mahim, a first-year HSC student of 
Rangpur Police Lines School and College, is 16 years and 
10 months old, said his father, citing his birth certificate.

Public Prosecutor Rafiq Hasnain at the Chief 
Metropolitan Magistrate’s Court in Rangpur said Mahim 
was not a named accused in the Abu Sayed murder case, 

Mahim

SEE PAGE 7 COL 5 

Police block
‘March for
Justice’

Use teargas, stun grenades, 
charge batons; at least  

100 hurt; 83 held 
STAR REPORT

The law enforcers yesterday foiled the quota protesters’ 
March for Justice by using teargas and stun grenades and 
charging batons in different districts.

At least 100 people were injured and 83 detained 
during the protests.

Teachers, parents, and people from various walks of 
life joined the programme called by the Students against 
Discrimination in protest of the killings and arrests of 
students and people, filing of cases, and abductions.

In Barishal, at least 11 people, including five journalists, 
were injured when police hit them with batons.

The injured journalists, The Daily Star photographer 
Titu Das, Jugantar photographer Shamim Ahmed, 
Jamuna TV videographer Hridoy Chandra Shil, NTV 
videographer Gobinda Saha, and barta24.net reporter 
Tuhin, took primary treatment at Sher-e-Bangla Medical 
College Hospital.

Witnesses said some students were marching on 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 2 
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CASE 1
Video footage captured on July 16 
shows police shooting at Begum 
Rokeya University student Abu 

Sayed. He died soon afterwards. 
Standing alone and unarmed with 

arms outstretched, Sayed posed no 
threat to law enforcers when he was 
shot from a distance of 50-60 feet.

CASE 2
A video from Mirpur-10 on July 19 

shows 31-year-old Asif Iqbal being 
fatally shot in the chest by police. 

Unarmed and alone, Asif was struck 
by a clear gunshot, causing a severe 
wound that led to his death, said his 

friends and family members.

CASE 3
Another incident seen by The Daily 

Star on July 19 near Better Life 
Hospital in Rampura involved a child 
who was shot in the head as police 

and BGB opened fire at protesters. He 
was unarmed. The child’s seemingly  

lifeless body was carried away by 
bystanders as his blood strained the 

street.

Count of a carnageTIMELINE
STUDENT 
PROTESTS

July 15, 2024
Chhatra League and 

other ruling party 
activists attack quota 

protesters at Dhaka 
University. They also 

attack wounded 
demonstrators inside 

and outside Dhaka 
Medical College Hospital. 
More than 300 injured on 

both sides.

July 16, 2024
At least six killed in 

fierce clashes between 
protesting students 
and law enforcers 
joined in by ruling 
party activists in 

Dhaka, Chattogram and 
Rangpur. All universities, 
colleges and secondary 
schools are shut down 

for indefinite period. 
Students take control 
of most of DU and RU 

halls and vandalise BCL 
leaders’ rooms.
July 17, 2024

Police attack students 
at DU, JU and RU during 

“absentee funeral” 
for student martyrs. 
Students announce a 
nationwide “complete 

shutdown” for the 
next day. Hasina 

addresses the nation 
and announces a judicial 

probe into previous 
day’s killings.

The Central Shaheed Minar and adjacent roads were full to the brim as thousands of people, including teachers, lawyers, guardians with their children, civil society members, cultural and 
political activists, freedom fighters and day labourers, from across the capital braved the rain and joined the anti-discrimination student movement yesterday afternoon. PHOTO: NAIMUR RAHMAN 

MORE ON PAGE 07MORE ON PAGE 07

SNIPPETS OF 
DISREGARD FOR LIFE

Gono Bhaban 
doors open 
to agitating 
students: PM

BSS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday 
called upon the agitating students to sit 
with her at Gono Bhaban to end violence 
centring the quota reform protest.

“Doors to the Gono Bhaban are open. 
I want to sit with the student protesters 
and listen to them. I want no conflict.”

The prime minister made the remarks 
at a meeting with the central leaders 
of the Peshajibi Somonnoy Parishad 
(Professionals’ Coordination Council) at 
the Gono Bhaban in the morning.

She also asked the authorities 
concerned to release the general students 
who have been detained over the recent 
violence.

The PM assured that trials would be 
held for each person killed during the 
quota reform protests.

SEE PAGE 6 COL 6 

ONE DEMAND NOW
PM, her cabinet colleagues must step down, say protesters 

from a mammoth rally at Central Shaheed Minar

2 killed as clashes 
erupt in several dists

At least 55 people injured

SECOND EDITION

TOTAL DEAD: 204
(AS OF AUG 1)

113 killed by 
live rounds 

26 killed 
by pellets/

rubber 
bullets

56 killed by 
unspecified 

bullets
9 died of 

other injuries

39 shot in head 
35 shot in 
chest 
11 in stomach 
8 in abdomen 
2 in neck
8 in back
9 in leg, arms, 
other parts

At least 95pc of the victims were killed by gunshots, including live rounds
STAR REPORT

When Tahir Zaman Priyo, 30, was 
gunned down around 5:00pm on 
July 19 just behind Labaid Hospital 
in Dhaka’s Dhanmondi, his friend 
Faria Ulfath Syed heard just a single 
gunshot.

Amid raging street protests 
and almost ceaseless firing of 
teargas shells and sound grenades, 
a panicked crowd ran into Central 
Road. Priyo, a journalist, and his 
friends, including Faria, followed, 
with law-enforcers closing in from 
front and back.

“Suddenly, I heard one single 
shot. First, I thought it was a sound 
grenade. I looked back to see Priyo 
on the ground. The bullet hit the 
back of his head,” said Faria.

There are numerous such cases.
The Daily Star has now analysed 

injuries of 204 victims of the 
violent clashes centring the quota 
movement and found that 195 or 
95 percent were killed by bullets, 
including live rounds, rubber 
bullets and shotgun pellets. Of 
them, 113 were shot by live rounds 
that struck mostly in the head, 
chest, stomach and abdomen. Even 
a single gunshot to these vital parts 
of the body can kill in minutes.

As many as 26 were hit by pellets 
or rubber bullets. Eight families 
confirmed their loved ones were 
shot, but could not specify the 
bullet types. The Daily Star could 
not reach out to the remaining 
48 families, including those of the 
21 unidentified bodies. Hospital, 
morgue and graveyard sources 
confirmed that they had gunshot 
wounds.

At least 43 of the victims were 
students and 32 were children with 

one as young as four. Unicef also 
said 32 children had died in the 
violence.

Over the last one week, The 
Daily Star scoured death registers 
at morgues, major hospitals and 
graveyards in Dhaka and elsewhere 
and reached out to different 
communities, and were able to 
collect information about 204 
victims.

Of them, we collected 
information from families and 
close friends of 157 victims across 
the country and gathered details 
of the nature and extent of the 
injuries that killed them. Most of 
them said their loved ones were hit 

STAR REPORT

Turning down the prime minister’s call 
for dialogue, the organisers of the Anti-
Discrimination Student Movement yesterday 
came up with a one-point demand -- the 
resignation of Sheikh Hasina and her cabinet 
members.

They made the announcement at a rally 
attended by tens of thousands of people at the 
Central Shaheed Minar around 5:00pm.

People from all walks of life – from teachers 
to lawyers to rickshaw pullers -- joined the 
rally that spilled over into surrounding areas.

“We are here with a one-point demand. We 
seek to ensure people’s safety and justice … ,” 

said Nahid Islam, one of the key organisers.
Referring to the PM’s call for dialogue, 

he said, “We are demanding the resignation 
of Sheikh Hasina. Her resignation is not 
enough;she has to be brought to justice for all 
the killings and abductions. Not only Sheikh 
Hasina, but also the entire cabinet has to 
resign.”

Nahid said they want to develop a political 
system where autocracy would never return. 
He urged the people to join the “student-
citizen mass uprising” and organise in every 
locality.

He said the Anti-Discrimination Student 
Movement will soon forge an alliance of 
citizens, student organisations, and all 

professionals.
“Upon consulting all, we will unveil a future 

national framework. We are urging people to 
join the all-out non-cooperation. We will not 
cooperate with the government in any way,” 
he said.

Earlier in the morning, Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina called upon the students to sit 
with her at the Gono Bhaban. 

“The Gono Bhaban’s doors are open. I want 
to sit with the agitating students and listen to 
them. I don’t want any conflict,” she said at a 
meeting with professionals.
THE RALLY 
Braving the rain, many with their family 

STAR REPORT

At least two people were killed and 55 others, including 
students, injured in clashes involving the anti-
discrimination protesters, law enforcers and ruling party 
activists in at least seven districts yesterday. 

Police and Awami League men allegedly opened fire on 
the protesters in some incidents while demonstrators also 
vandalised government vehicles and ruling party offices.

Clashes were reported in Gazipur, Chattogram, 
Cumilla, Sylhet, Bogura, Jamalpur and Faridpur.

In Gazipur, a man was killed and at least nine other 
people were injured during a clash between police and 
protesters in Sreepur upazila’s Mawna area.

Jahangir Alam, 45, used to make mattresses in the 
upazila’s Channapara village.

Speaking to The Daily Star, his relative Kajal Mia said 
Jahangir died of bullet wounds.

PHOTOS AND OTHER DETAILS OF 178 VICTIMS ON PAGE 8, 9
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NONCOOPERATION

Protesters roll 
out 15 points
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Discrimination 
Student Movement 
yesterday issued a 15-point 
instruction for people 
so the non-cooperation 
movement it has 
announced is successful.

Earlier in the day, 
it made a single-point 
demand -- the resignation 
of the prime minister and 
her cabinet members -- at a 
rally at the Central Shaheed 
Minar.

Asif Mahmud, an 
organiser of the movement, 
later announced the 
instructions. They are as 
follows:

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5SEE PAGE 2 COL 4 
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Andaleeve 
Partho denied 
bail, sent to jail
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday 
rejected a bail petition 
of Bangladesh Jatiyo 
Party (Manzu) Chairman 
Andaleeve Rahman Partho 
and sent him to jail in a 
case filed over vandalising 
and setting Setu Bhaban in 
Dhaka on fire on July 18.

Dhaka Metropolitan 
Magistrate Md Rashidul 
Alam passed the order 
after Abu Sayeed Miah, an 
inspector of the Detective 
Branch (DB) of Police and 
also the investigation 
officer in the case, 
produced him before it on 
completion of his three-day 
remand in the case.

The court, however, 
directed the jail authorities 
to provide him with first 
class division in jail as 
per the Jail Code after his 
lawyer submitted another 
petition in this regard.

In the forwarding report, 
the IO said Partho gave 
important information 
about the incident which 
was being verified. So the 
IO appealed to the court to 
confine him to jail until the 
investigation is completed.

While the defence 
submitted an application 
seeking bail for Partho on 
grounds that their client 
was implicated in the case 
as part of a conspiracy to 
harass him politically. 

Moreover, another 
accused garment exporter 
KM Rezaul Hasanat David, 
also chairman and CEO 
of Viyellatex Group, was 
earlier granted bail in the 
case. So, his bail petition 
should be granted.

A 25-year-old student shot dead in Uttara. A 38-year-old office assistant died from bullet wounds in Mirpur. A 22-year-old employee fatally shot in 
Narayanganj. A 19-year-old student shot dead in Mohammadpur. Another student gunned down in Chattogram. At least 202 lives (the actual number 
could be much higher) were lost when law enforcers opened fire on protesters during the recent unrest. But these victims are not just statistics; they 

are sons, husbands, and friends. In this report, we try to know the stories of five such names among these tragic numbers. In this report, we try to know 
the stories of three such names among these tragic numbers.

MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS

A promising 
life cut short 
by bullet
Mugdho, 25, died after 
getting shot in the head
MASHFIQ MIZAN

Water, water, who needs water?
In a video shared on social media by 

Mir Mahbubur Rahman Snigdho, his twin 
brother Mir Mahfuzur Rahman Mugdho, 
25, was seen distributing water to 
protesters after law enforcers fired teargas 
shells to disperse them in Azampur of 
Uttara on July 18.

Merely 15 minutes later, he was gone. 
A bullet hit his forehead and pierced 
through his right ear after law enforcers 
opened fire. 

He was already dead when his friends 
brought him to Crescent Hospital.

“Babumoshai, zindagi badi honi 
chahiye, lambi nahi” was the caption of 
his profile picture on Facebook. It can 
be roughly translated to -- life should be 
meaningful, not long.

Mugdho did live a meaningful life.
He joined the protest on July 18 to help 

students, who he believed were fighting 
for a just cause, said his elder brother Mir 
Mahmudur Rahman Deepto. 

From a young age, Mugdho always 
spoke up against injustice. He was a unit 
leader in the Armed Police Battalion 
Scout group and achieved the “National 
Service Award” from Bangladesh Scouts 
for his role in rescuing and evacuating 
people during the 2019 Banani fire, 
Deepto added.

After completing his undergraduate 
degree in the Mathematics department 

They shot my 
son in the chest
Says mother of Palash, 38, 
who was killed in Mirpur 10

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

Firoz Talukdar Palash, 38, an office 
assistant of a chemical company in 
Dhaka’s Mirpur 12, left his rented house 
on July 19 to go to Tangail.

It was Friday, so his office was closed, 
allowing him a brief scope to visit 
his mother in Ghatandi village under 
Tangail’s Bhuanpur upazila.

He phoned his mother and said, “Ma, 
ami ber hoyecchi (Mother, I am on the 
way)”.

Soon afterwards on the way, he found 
himself in the middle of a clash between 
protesters and police in Mirpur 10, where 
he was hit by a bullet in his chest.

Some people took him to a private 
hospital nearby, where doctor declared 
him dead.

Informed about her son’s demise, a 
bewildered Benu Begum immediately 
called her son’s wife, Reshma, who went 
to the hospital and identified the body.

Palash’s body was taken to the family’s 
home in Tangail on the same night, and 
was buried there on the next day.

Reshma later returned to Dhaka with 
their seven-year-old daughter a few days 
after Palash’s burial, said relatives.

This correspondent visited the family 
in Ghatandi village recently. 

The family lives in a dilapidated tin-
shed house. 

Benu Begum, still shell-shocked after 
her only son’s death, was seen looking 
blankly at Palash’s photo while tear rolled 
down her cheeks.

“My son called me and said ‘Mother, 

My son hasn’t 
called me. He 
never will...
Says mother of 22-year-old 
Rabbi who died after being 
shot in Narayanganj

SAHIDUL ISLAM NIRAB, Jamalpur

Rabbi Miah, 22, was the brightest hope for 
his family.

Hailing from the impoverished 
Panchashi village in Jamalpur’s 
Sarishabari upazila, Rabbi was steadily 
carving a path to a better future. His 
father, Abdur Rahim, a rickshaw-puller, 
struggled to afford the education of his 
two sons.

Despite these hardships, Rabbi’s 
older brother, Antor Miah, had recently 
completed his post-graduation in 
political science and was actively seeking 
a government job. To support the family, 
he taught at an English-medium school in 
Dhaka’s Gulshan area.

Rabbi was also contributing to the 
family while pursuing his own dreams. 
He worked as a junior officer at Walton 
Base Point in Narayanganj and was a 
second-year Electrical and Electronics 
Engineering student at Southeast 
University. With aspirations of studying 
abroad, he was preparing for the IELTS 
exam.

The two brothers had come so far, 
driven by their hard work, dedication, and 
the shared hope of lifting their family out 
of poverty.

However, on July 20, that hope was 
extinguished by a bullet.

Rabbi was at his home on the fourth 
floor of a building in Painadi Natun 

Police killed my 
brother. Should 
we go to them 
for justice?
Asks sister of 19-year-old 
Soikot who was shot in 
Mohammadpur
MD ABBAS

On July 19, Mahamudur Rahman Soikot, 
19, was shot in the head when law 
enforcers opened fire to disperse quota 
reform protesters on Mohammadpur’s 
Nurjahan Road.

Since that day, Soikot’s father has been 
a familiar figure on Nurjahan Road, often 
seen standing silently at the spot where 
his son fell. 

The place where Soikot’s body once lay 
in a pool of blood has become a site of 
silent mourning for a father who can find 
no words to express his grief. 

He stands there, day after day, lost in 
the memories of his beloved son, as the 
city moves around him.

“My father now frequently visits the place 
where Soikot was shot and stands there,” 
said Sabrina Afroz Sabonti, Soikot’s sister.

After offering Juma prayers on July 
19, Soikot went to open their family’s 
confectionery shop. 

His father was away in their native 
village, Sandwip, leaving Soikot in charge. 

Shortly after opening the shop, he 
returned home and informed his mother, 
who was in the midst of her prayers, that 
he had closed the shop because one of his 
friends had sustained a bullet injury.

“He left the house immediately to 

He aspired to 
be a teacher
Says sister of Wasim who died 
during clashes in port city

MOHAMMAD SUMAN, Ctg

“My brother had aspirations to become 
a teacher, and was working hard with 
his studies and preparations for the job. 
But a bullet took his life...,” said Shabrina 
Yasmin, sister of Mohammad Wasim 
Akram.

Wasim, a third-year student of the 
social science department of Chittagong 
College, died after coming in the line of fire 
during a clash of protesters demanding 
quota reform in government jobs with 
activists of Jubo League and Chhatra 
League, in Muradpur area of Chattogram 
city on July 16. 

Hailing from South Mehernama area 
under Pekua upazila of Cox’s Bazar, Wasim 
was second of five siblings. His father, 
Shafiul Alam, and elder brother, Arshad 
Alam, live and work in Saudi Arabia. 

They could not see his face for the last 
time as they are abroad.

“My brother loved me a lot. He used 
to study from a hostel in Chattogram 
city since 2019, and visited the family in 
the village once a month,” said Shabrina, 
a 10th-grader at a local school in Pekua 
upazila.

During a visit to their house, this 
correspondent saw Wasim’s mother Josna 
Begum holding his portrait. She kept 
asking who killed her son. 

His uncle Zainal Abedin said she was 
not in a state to talk to anyone.

“The family’s financial condition is not 
good. Wasim’s father and elder brother 
are working in Saudi Arabia without a 
valid work permit there,” he said.

‘At least 32 
children killed 
in violence’
Says Unicef regional 
director for South Asia
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Sanjay Wijesekera, Unicef regional director for 
South Asia, recently visited Bangladesh for a week, 
where he observed the ongoing violence and mass 
arrests.

After returning to Kathmandu, Nepal, he 
issued a statement based on his observations on 
the situation.  

“I am deeply concerned about the impact of 
recent violence and ongoing unrest on children. 
Unicef  has now confirmed that at least 32 children 
were killed during July’s protests, with many more 
injured and detained. This is a terrible loss. Unicef 
condemns all acts of violence. I extend my heartfelt 

condolences to families mourning the loss of their 
sons and daughters. Children must be protected 
at all times. That is everyone’s responsibility,” read 
the statement.

“I am [also] aware of reports that children are 
being detained, and remind authorities that for a 
child, coming into contact or conflict with the law 
can be very frightening. In line with international 
human rights and the UN Convention on the Rights 
of the Child to which Bangladesh is signatory, and 
based on research into the effects of detention on 

In my meetings with [the ]
government..., I emphasised 

that the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child recognises 

the right of children to 
freedom of association 

and to freedom of peaceful 
assembly. Children and young 

people are the future of 
Bangladesh. They should be 

protected when they speak up.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 7
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‘Stop mass arrests, 
release students’

Artists, people join together in protests
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Hundreds gathered in front of Dhanmondi’s 
Abahoni field yesterday as part of a 
demonstration organised by Gonohottya O 
Nipironbirodhi Shilpi Shomaj (Artists Against 
Genocide and Oppression).

The event saw a diverse group of artists 
rallying against what they claim is “mass 
murder of protesters and continued 
oppression of the youth”.

The protesting artists presented three 
key demands: halting the mass arrest of 
protesting students and common people and 
releasing all detained protesters, restoring 
normalcy and freeing educational institutions 
from the control of law enforcement agencies 
and ruling party affiliates, and the immediate 
resignation of the government for the deaths 
of the protesters.

They also carried various anti-government 
placards and red cards.

The gloomy weather and heavy rain did not 
stop them from raging on.

Artist Shaon Chishti said, “We are 
displaying red cards to express our distrust 
of the dictatorship and our support for the 
masses.”

The demonstration began with group 
painting sessions, where artists depicted 
protest scenes on red canvases. 

This was followed by a street drama titled 
“Astha-Onastha (Trust-Distrust),” illustrating 
the brutal reality of law enforcement agencies 
shooting protesting students, many of whom 
were children.

The performance drew numerous 
passers-by who spontaneously joined the 
demonstration. 

Following the drama, artists and attendees 

formed a long human chain, chanting slogans 
against state persecution of young protesters.

An emotional moment ensued when the 
names of those killed by law enforcers were 
announced, with the crowd shouting, “I am 
present, we are present.” 

Artists recounted the circumstances of 
each victim’s death, leading many participants 
to break into tears while shouting slogans like 
“Down with the Dictatorship” and “Distrust 
the Dictator, Trust in the People.”

Singers and poets performed protest songs 
and poems, expressing solidarity with the 
student protests. 

Several participants delivered speeches, 
including rights activist and author Rehnuma 
Ahmed, who said, “The regime has not 
published the actual number of people they 
have killed yet. So far we have learned about 
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A wounded protester is being carried on a rickshaw in the capital’s Farmgate area. Top right, an alleged ruling party activist chases protesters brandishing a firearm in 
Enayet Bazar area of Chattogram during a clash between the protesters, and police aided by ruling party men. Bottom right, two bullet-hit persons lie motionless on the 
street in Azampur of Uttara in Dhaka. PHOTO:REUTERS, STAR, COLLECTED 

Houses of 2 
ministers, 9 
MPs come 
under attack
AL offices, several business 
establishments vandalised

Resist the 
saboteurs with 
an iron hand
PM urges people

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday 
asked people to deal with saboteurs with 
an iron hand.

“Those who are now causing the 
violence are 
students. They 
are criminals,” 
Hasina was 
quoted as 
saying by 
Assistant Press 
Secretary ABM 
Sarwer-E-Alam 
Sarker.

T h e 
g o v e r n m e n t 
in a press release urged students and 
parents to return home and stay safe.

“Militant attacks are taking place in 
various places. Strict action will be taken 
against the attackers,” it reads. 

Besides, the ruling Awami League 
said the party had reached the end of its 
patience and would resist those engaged 
in terrorism and anarchy.

Briefing reporters at the AL president’s 
Dhanmondi office, presidium member 
Jahangir Kabir Nanak urged people to 
resist militant groups and BNP-Jamaat.

Plumes of smoke billowing from the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University 
as unidentified youths set fire to several vehicles, inset, parked inside the compound 

PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

At least 93 dead as violence 
grips the country

 With yesterday’s count, the total 
death toll in anti-government 

protests crossed 300 in just 
three weeks, making it the 

bloodiest period in the history of 
Bangladesh’s civil movement.

‘ONE-POINT DEMAND’

Protesters call  
for ‘March to 
Dhaka’ today  

SECOND EDITION

Clashes spill 
over into 
BSMMU
24 vehicles torched

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 24 vehicles parked 
inside Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib Medical 
University in the capital’s 
Shahbagh were set on 
fire and several others 
vandalised during chase 
and counter-chase between 
ruling party activists and 
protesters yesterday.

According to witnesses, 
the protesters gathered 
at Shahbagh intersection 
while a group of leaders 
and activists of the Awami 
League and its front bodies 
took position in front of 
Birdem Hospital.

Around 10:45am, the 
ruling party activists tried 
to chase the protesters 
away from the area. 

When the agitators 
retaliated, the AL men 
entered the BSMMU 
through gate-1 for shelter.

They hurled brick 
chunks from inside and 
from the roof, and the 
protesters too threw brick 

TOTAL

93

SOURCE:

POLICE & HOSPITALS

Sirajganj 

18

Pabna 

3

Lakshmipur 

8

Dhaka 

14

Cumilla 

3

Feni 

8

Sherpur 

3

Narsingdi 

6

Joypurhat 

2

Bogura 

5

Bhola 

1

Magura  

4

Habiganj   

1

Rangpur 

4

Barishal  

1

Sylhet 

4

Cox’s Bazar 

1

Kishoreganj 

3

Gazipur 

1

Munshiganj 

3

DISTRICT

DISTRICT

DEATH

DEATH

13 cops killed in 
attack on police 

station in Sirajganj
Another cop murdered in Eliotganj; 4 

offices of SPs, 20 police stations attacked
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 13 policemen, including an 
officer-in-charge, were beaten to 
death at the Enayetpur Police Station 
in Sirajganj yesterday.

Another policeman died following 
and attack on Eliotganj Highway 
Police Station in Cumilla.

Police headquarters in a release said 
officer-in-charge Abdur Razzak of 
Enayetpur Police Station was among 
those killed in the brutal attack by 
goons.

Mohammad Hannan Miah, 

additional superintendent (crime) of 
Sirajganj, said a mob tried to attack 
the police station and police opened 
fire and used teargas to disperse them.

“At one stage, the police officers 
thought they were safe. But hundreds 
of people made a sudden attack on the 
station,” said Hannan.

They have so far recovered the 
bodies of 13 policemen, including the 
officer-in-charge, four sub-inspectors, 
one assistant sub-inspector, and seven 
constables, he said, adding that the 
attackers also torched the police station.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5 

STAR REPORT

At least 93 people were killed and more than a thousand 
others injured, many with bullets, as a new wave of 
violence convulsed Bangladesh yesterday.

Ruling party activists and police clashed with anti-
government protesters in at least 20 districts on the 
first day of the student-led non-cooperation movement 
designed to keep pressure on Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina to step down.

With yesterday’s count, the total death toll in 
anti-government protests crossed 300 in just three 
weeks, making it the bloodiest period in the history of 
Bangladesh’s civil movement.

The day began with an eerie calm, but it turned violent 
after supporters of the ruling Awami League descended 
on the streets to subdue anti-government protests.

As violence spread, an angry mob attacked a police 
station in the northern district of Sirajganj, beating 13 
police personnel to death. Separately, at least five people 
died in clashes in Raiganj upazila of Sirajganj, taking 
the total death toll to 18 in the district, the highest tally 
among all.

In the capital, at least 12 people were killed. Most of 
them were brought dead to Dhaka Medical College and 
Hospital.

With the country already on the boil, attackers torched 
or vandalised the homes of some ruling party lawmakers, 
Awami League offices, police stations, law-enforcement 

vehicles, prison vans and hospital buses throughout the 
day, forcing the authorities to tighten a nationwide curfew 
and block 4G mobile internet to quell the violence.  

Details of death and destruction kept coming from 
across the country until late last night. The death toll 
is likely to rise as many were hospitalised with grievous 
injuries, according to reports filed by The Daily Star’s 
district correspondents. At least 70 establishments 
owned by individuals or the government were set on fire, 
according to fire service data.

Bangladesh announced the shutdown of public and 
private offices, including banks, for three days, while 
students scheduled a long march for today, setting 
themselves on a potential collision course with pro-
government groups.

It all came as protesters whittled their demands 
down to just one: the resignation of Hasina and her 
cabinet members. Simultaneously, they started a non-
cooperation movement, urging citizens not to pay taxes 
and migrant workers not to send remittances from abroad 
through banking channels.

The latest spell of violence was born out of job quota 
reform protests led by students. The protests entered a 

STAR REPORT

Residences and businesses of lawmakers 
and Awami League leaders, AL party 
offices, as well as government offices 
came under attack by agitators in at least 
19 districts yesterday.

In Khulna, the homes of 
parliamentarians Sheikh Helal and Sheikh 
Salauddin Jewel, also family members 
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, were 
vandalised and set on fire. 

Helal is an MP from Bagerhat-2 and 
Jewel is an MP from Khulna-2. 

The house, in the city’s Sher-e-

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The anti-discrimination student movement 
has moved up the “March to Dhaka” 
programme from Tuesday to today to 
press for their one-point demand – the 
resignation of the Sheikh Hasina-led 
government.

They called upon the students and 
people from across the country to join the 
march towards the capital.

Earlier around 2:00pm yesterday, 
the March to Dhaka was announced for 
tomorrow. However, as incidents of violence 
and deaths unfolded throughout the day, 
the protesters decided to move it forward. 

They made the fresh announcement 
around 5:00pm through social media, 
and also rejected the nationwide curfew 
announced from 6:00pm last evening.

SEE PAGE 10 COL 1 SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 SEE PAGE 2 COL 1 

“Braving the rain, many with their 
family members started flocking to the 

Central Shaheed Minar since morning -- 
first in their hundreds and then in their 

thousands. They carried the national 
flag, banners, and placards from across 

the city, including Rampura, Badda, 
Dhanmondi, Science Laboratory, and 
Mirpur areas. As the rally began, the 

crowd poured over onto the Doyel 
Chattar in the east, Jagannath Hall 
in the west, Dhaka Medical College 

Hospital gate area in the south, and 
Shibbari intersection in the north. The 

areas reverberated with anti-government 
slogans such as “Dofa Ek, Dabi Ek, 

Sheikh Hasinar Podotyag [One point, 
one demand, the resignation of Sheikh 

Hasina]”.
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Md Hasan 
Hossain, 18

Student
Spot: Badda
Shot in head

THE LIVES 
WE LOST

The violent protests centring quota movement claimed more than 
200 lives since July 15. The Daily Star has identified 178 of them 

and collected photos of 64 of them. We are publishing the details 
of the lives that we lost…..

Abdul Ahad, 4
Spot: Jatrabari

Shot in head while 
on balcony

Abu Taher, 35
Journalist

Spot: Bandar Bazar, 
Sylhet

70 pellets in chest

Ahsan Habib, 
25

Jobholder
Spot: Cox’s Bazar

Shot in neck

Arafat Islam 
Akash, 16
Fruit seller

Spot: Jatrabari 
Multiple bullet wounds

Akram Khan 
Rabbi, 28

Manager of a cricketer
Spot: Dhaka

Shot in hand, 
abdomen

Aminul Islam 
Amin,16

Local factory worker
Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in chest

Asif Iqbal, 31
Jobholder 

Spot: Mirpur 10
Shot in chest

Azizul Miah, 22
Coconut seller
Spot: Narsingdi

Shot in torso, back

Dulal Mahmud
Senior Manager, 

SCB 
Spot: Azimpur

Shot dead

Faisal Ahmed 
Shanto, 20

Student
Spot: Muradpur, 

Chattogram
Pellets in chest

Farhan Faiyaaz, 
17

Student
Spot: Dhanmondi

Pellets in body 

Goni Sheikh, 45
Electrician

Spot: Dhaka
Shot in the head

Hafez Md 
Sadiqul Islam, 

17
Student

Spot: Uttara 
Shot in stomach

Md Adil, 16
Student

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in chest

Sabuj Ali, 26
Spot: unknown
Beaten to death

Zakir Hossain, 
29

Tailor
Spot: Jatrabari, 

Dhaka
Shot in stomach

Hridoy Chandra 
Taruya, 22

Student
Spot: Chattogram
Shot in the back

Irfan Bhuiyan, 
22

Student
Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in chest 

Jisan Ahmed, 
19

Day labourer
Spot: Shonir Akhra

Shot in head

Khalid Hasan, 
16

Student
Spot: Azimpur Staff 

Quarter
Pellets in chest

Mahmudur 
Rahman Soikot, 

19
Student

Spot: Mohammadpur
Shot in the head

Maruf Hossain, 
20

Student
Spot: Rampura 

Bridge
Shot in the kidney

Md Ahadun, 15
Student

Spot: Badda_
Shot in head, leg

Md Zaman Mia, 
17

Student
Spot: Narsingdi

Shot in stomach

Md Shahjahan, 
25

Hawker
Spot: New Market

Shot in face

Md Omar Faruk, 
24

Student
Spot: Old Dhaka

Shot in chest 

Md Titu 
Howlader, 33

Driver
Spot: Green Road
Shot in the head

Monayel 
Ahmed Imran, 

16
Student

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in chest 

Mustafa Zaman 
Shamudra, 17

Student
Spot: Rampura
Shot in chest 

Mir Mahfuzur 
Rahman 

Mugdho, 25
Student

Spot: Uttara
Shot in head 

Ridoy Ahmed 
Shihab, 18

Furniture shop 
employee

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in chest

Md Arif, 17 
Waiter

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in back of 

head

Mobarak 
Hossain, 13

Milkman 
Spot: Green Road

Shot in head

Mohammad 
Sohel, 35

Mobile servicing 
agent

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in stomach

Mamun 
Hossain, 28

Car driver
Spot: Mohakhali
Shot in the back

Medhedi 
Hasan, 26

Journalist
Spot: Jatrabari
Pellets in chest

Naima Sultana, 
15

Student
Spot: Uttara

Shot while on 
balcony

Nazmul Kazi, 
34

Trader
Spot: Jatrabari

Beaten to death

Robiul Islam
Shop owner

Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in stomach 

Rakib Hasan, 
22

Cleaner
Spot: Aftab Nagar
Shot in abdomen

Rudro Sen, 20
Student

Spot: Akhalia 
Shurma R/A 

Drowned being 
chased by police

Ridowan Sharif 
Riyad, 21

Student
Spot: Uttara
Shot in head

Noor-E-Alam 
Siddique Rakib, 

20
Student

Spot: Mymensingh
Shot in chest

Riya Gope, 6
Student

Spot: Narayanganj
Shot in head while 

on roof

Saad Mahmud, 
14

Student
Spot: Savar
Shot in thigh 

Shykh Aashhabul 
Yamin, 24

Student
Spot: Savar Bus Stand

Shot on police APC

Sheikh Fahmin 
Zafar, 18

Student
Spot: Uttara

Shot in back, waist, 
neck

Shaon Khan, 19
Waiter

Spot: Rampura
Shot in chest

Saiful Islam, 35
Farmer

Spot: Mymensingh 
Shot in head

Sojib Sarker, 31
Teacehr

Spot: Uttara
Shot in chest

Sumaiya 
Akhter Sumi, 

20
Homemaker 

Spot: Narayanganj
Shot in the head

Sheikh Shahriar 
Bin Matin 

Shuharto, 19
Student

Spot: Mirpur 10
Shot in head

Tahir Zaman 
Priyo, 30
Journalist

Spot: Central Road
Shot in the head

Tahmid 
Bhuiyan 

Tamim, 15
Student

Spot: Narsingdi
Pellets in chest

Zihad Hossain, 
24

Student
Spot: Jatrabari
Pellet in chest

Jobayer 
Ahmed, 20

Trader
Spot: Kolatapara, 

Mymensingh
Shot in back

Redwan 
Hossain Sagor, 

24
Student

Spot: Mymensingh
Shot in chest 

ABU SAYED, 23
Student

Spot: Begum Rokeya University
Shot in chest
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Abdul Latif, 28
Rickshawpuller
Spot: Narayanganj, 
Chittagong Road 
Near Dutch-Bangla 
bank

Abdul Majeed, 20
Transport worker
Spot: Chandpur
Bullet injuries

Abdul Wadud, 45
Tailoring shop owner
Spot: New Market, 
Dhaka
Shot in the back of 
head

Abdullah Al Abir
Employee at North-
South University
Spot: Badda
Shot in the stomach

Abir
Details unknown

Al Amin, 18
An Actress’s 
Assistant
Spot: Uttara 
Kamarpara
Shot in hand and 
chest

Al Amin, 24
Open University 
Honors student and 
garment factory 
worker
Spot: Radio Colony, 
Savar
Shot in the chest

Alamgir Sheikh
Private Car Driver
Spot: Rampura, 
Dhaka
Shot three times

Ali Hossain, 40
Salesperson
Spot: New Market, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Ali Hossain, 45
Spot: Shekherchar, 
Narshingdi
Pellets

Ali Hossain, 40
Betel seller
Spot: Azampur, 
Dhaka
Shot in face and 
torso

Amzad
Details unknown

Babul Patwary, 
21
Grocery shop worker
Spot: Nayapaltan, 
Dhaka
Shot near ear

Bahadur Hossain 
Monir, 17
Jobholder
Spot: Bhatara
Shot in the chest

Biplob Hasan, 18
SSC student of 
Mozaffar Ali Fakir 
High School and 
College
Spot: Kaltapara, 
Gouripur, 
Mymensingh
Shot in throat

Dipto Dey, 21 
Student 
Spot: Madaripur 
Unknown

Dulal Matbor
Microbus driver

Spot: Rampura
Shot in chest

Emon, 14
Worker 
Spot: Badda, Dhaka

Emon, 21
Student
Spot: Narshingdi, 
Bhelanagar area
Pellets

Faruk, 45
Job holder 
Spot: Savar Bazar 
Bus stand

Goni Miah 
Rickshaw-puller
Spot: Mohakhali, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Hafez Jasim 
Uddin
Mawlana
Spot: Uttara, Dhaka
Pellet wounds

Hridoy, 22
Worker 
Spot: Narayanganj, 
Siddhirganj
Shot in leg and head

Ibrahim Khalil, 13
Apprentice Furniture 
Shop Worker
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in back of head

Imam Hossain 
Taim, 17
Eleventh grade 
student from 
Narayanganj
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Multiple pellet 
wounds across the 
stomach

Imon, 22
Worker at Rubber 
Factory
Spot: Rayerbagh
Shot in the chest

Imran, 21
Hotel cook
Spot: Dania, Dhaka
Shot in the head

Imtiaz Ahmed 
Zabir, 22 
Student 
Spot: Rampura, 
Dhaka

Shot in right knee 
and thigh

Jamal Hossain 
Sikder, 38
Paint worker
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Chopper firing 
injuries

Jewel Mollah,
38
Contractor/local 
politician
Spot: Near 
Abdullahpur, Dhaka
Injuries of assault to 
the head and other 
body parts, rod 
inside abdomen

Jillur Rahman, 
18
Student
Spot: Aftabnagar, 
Dhaka
Unknown

Kabir Hossain, 
34
Details unknown

Kamal Mia, 35
Rickshaw puller
Spot: Shahbagh
Shot in back

Korban Seikh, 60
Chicken trader
Spot: Savar Bazar 
Bus Stand
Shot in left leg

Liton Matubbar, 
30
Tile mason
Spot unknown
Shot in the chest

Mainuddin, 25
Madrasa student
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in neck and 
back

Mamun Hossain, 
28
Private car driver
Mohakhali
Shot in back

Mamun Madbar
Student at 
Government Titumir 
College
Spot: Rampura
Shot in the head

Maya Islam, 
55
Housewife
Spot: Rampura, 
Banasree
Shot in stomach

Md Abdullah, 14
Madrasa student
Spot: Jatrabari
Shot in the chest

Md Arif, 18 
Worker 
Details unknown

Md Habib, 45
CNG-run auto-
rickshaw driver
Spot: Shanir Akhra, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Md Hannan, 30
Bakery van driver
Spot: Badda, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Md Nasir 
Hossain, 32
Tailor
Spot: Rayerbagh, 
Dhaka
Pellets, 1 bullet 
between ear and 
forehead

Md Rasel, 20
Tailor
Spot: Narayanganj
Shot in his chest

Md Shajib, 21
Not mentioned
Spot: Not mentioned
Bullet injuries

Md Shohagh, 19
Worker 
Spot: Rampura, 
Dhaka
Shot in head 

Md Shubho
Rickshaw Mechanic
Spot: New Market, 
Dhaka

Md Wasim 
Sheikh, 35
Shop owner
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in head

Md Zaman Mia, 17
Clerk
Spot: Shekerchar, 
Narsingdi

Shot in stomach

Mehedi Hasan, 38
Garments worker
Spot: Savar Bazar 
Bus Stand
Shot in face and 
neck

Milon Miah, 26 
Trader 
Spot: Ganeshpur 
Rangpur

Mizanur Rahman, 
48 
Details unknown

Mohammad 
Faruk, 32
Furniture shop 
employee
Spot: Muradnagar, 
Chattagram
Pellets in chest

Mohammad 
Hossain, 10
Hawker

Spot: Kanchpur 
bridge, Narayanganj
Shot in chest and 
thigh

Mohammad 
Hossain, 25 
Truck driver
Spot: Chad Uddayan, 
Mohammadpur, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Mohammad 
Mehedi Hasan, 
18
Garbage van driver
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in stomach
Mohammad 
Mobarak Hossain, 
35
Shop employee
Spot: Kadamtali, 
Dhaka
Shot in head

Mohammad 
Nayeem, 18
College student
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Mohammad 
Shakil Islam, 19
Sweet shop 
employee
Spot: Bosila, 

Mohammadpur, 
Dhaka
Shot in the leg

Monir Hossain, 
32
Jobholder at airlines
Spot: Badda, Dhaka
Shot in chest

Monir Hossain, 
56
Building caretaker
Spot: Chittagong 
Road, Narayanganj
Shot in abdomen

Mosharraf 
Hawladar, 38
Machinery business
Spot: Board Bazar, 
Gazipur
Shot in the chest 
and the stomach 

Nadim, 37
Teacher/ local 
politician

Spot: Rampura, 
Dhaka
Shot in back

Nahid, 25
Spot: Pachdona area, 
Narsingdi Sadar 
upazila
Pellet wounds

Nasir Islam, 21
Details unknown

Nobin Talukdar, 
38
Businessman
Spot: Paltan, Dhaka
Shot in head

Nurul Islam,
45
Hawker
Spot: Uttara, Dhaka
Shot in chest

Parvez Mollah,
23
Construction worker
Spot: Bhuigor, 
Fatullah, 
Narayanganj
Shot in head

Rabbi, 18
Spot: Narshingdi, 
Madhobdi area
Pellets

Rabiul Islam
Details unknown

Rafiqul Haider 
Masud, 42
Construction worker
Muradnagar Block-D, 
Dhaka
Shot in forehead

Rahat, 16
Spot: Chawkbazar, 
Dhaka 
Details unknown

Rajib Hossain
Details unknown

Raju
Details unknown

Rakib, 10
Details unknown

Rakib, 23
Details unknown

Redoan Hasan 
Sagar, 18 
unknown
Spot: Mintu College 
Mymensingh
Shot in the chest 

Robi Nur Morol, 
45
Fish Trader in Savar
Spot:  Savar Bazar 
Bus Stand
Shot in left side of 
his back

Rohan, 22
Details unknown

Rony Pramanik, 
27
Rickshaw-puller
Spot: Savar, Dhaka
Shot in chest

Rony Al Amin
Details unknown

Ruman Bepari, 32
Truck driver 
Spot: Khagadi area, 
Sadar upazila, 
Madaripur 

Sabbir Hossain 
Shagor, 16
Trader
Spot: Mirpur 
Shot in hand and 
chest

Sajib Miah, 17
Truck driver 
Spot: Shiddirganj, 
Narayanganj

Sajidur Rahman 
Omar, 29
Freelancer
Spot: Jatrabari, 

Dhaka
Bullet injuries in 
stomach

Sajjad Hossain, 22
Vegetable trader 
Spot:  Rangpur

Sarwar Hossain 
Shawon, 17
Hotel worker
Spot: Rampura, 
Dhaka
Shot in chest

Sayed Mostofa 
Kamal, 21
Trader
Spot: Shiddhirganj, 
Narayanganj
Shot in the head

Saymon, 14
Spot: Bahaddarhat in 
Chattagram
Pellet wounds on 
chest

Selim Talukder
Factory worker
Spot: Rampura
Pellets

Shahin 
Moahammad, 20
Hotel cashier of 
New Hirajhil Hotel in 
Shimrail
Spot: Narayanganj, 
Shiddhirganj
Pellet wounds all 
over body

Shahjahan, 22
Helper for taping 
cartons
Spot: Mohakhali 
overbridge, Dhaka
Shot in lower left 
hand, near left 
armpit, and lower 
abdomen

Shahjahan, 24
Raw material trader
Spot: Jalkuri, 
Narayanganj
Shot in thighs

Shakil, 20
Rickshaw puller
Spot: Jatrabari 
Kutubkhan Madrasa
Shot in chest and 
others

Shakil Parvez, 22
Student, Manarat 
International 
University, Dhaka
Details unknown

Shaon Ahmed 
Shohag, 18
Textile worker
Spot: Madhabdi, 
Narsingdi
Bullet injuries

Shohagh, 17
Details unknown

Shohagh 
Details unknown

Shuvo Shil, 24
Garment workers 
Swing Operator, KAC 
Fashion Ltd
Spot: Savar Bazar 
Bus stand
Shot in stomach

Siam Shuvo, 16
Plastic vendor
Spot: Seujgari-
Amtola intersection, 
Bogura
Shotgun pellet 
injuries

Sohel Rana, 27
Driver

Spot: New Market, 
Dhaka
Shot in head

Swapon 
Spot: Shiddirganj, 
Narayanganj

Tanvir Ahmed, 
19
Student
Spot: Bahaddarhat, 
Chattogram
Pellet wounds on 
head and back side

Taufiqul Islam, 
45
Marketing Engineer
Spot: Badda 
Buddhist temple 
area
Shot in lower 
abdomen

Tipu Sultan, 45
Matsajibi League 
vice president
Spot: Shibpur 
College Gate, 
Narsingdi
Hacked to death

Tuhin Ahmed, 26 
Bullet injuries 

Wasim Akram, 24
3rd year student of 
Chittagong College
Spot: Muradpur-
Sholoshohor, 
Chattogram
Shot in lower 
abdomen

Wasim, 25
Worker 
Spot: Near Suvastu 
tower at Shahjadpur, 
Rajshahi
Shot in head, 
exposing brain

Yasin, 17
Worker at gas 
supplier
Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka
Shot in abdomen

Yeamin 
Chowdhury, 18
Garments worker 
from Gazipur
Spot: In front of 
Suvastu tower, 
Dhaka
Shot in arm and 
abdomen

Yunus Miah 
Sanowar, 35
Used to sell TCB 
products in truck
Spot: Shonir Akhra 
overbridge, Kacha 
Bazar, Dhaka
Shot in chest

Zakir Hossain, 38
Jobholder
Spot: Gazipur, Dhaka
Shot in stomach and 
right arm

Zishan
Details unknown

21 
UNIDENTIFIED 
BODIES FOUND 
IN HOSPITALS

THE LIVES 
WE LOST 

(WE COULD
NOT COLLECT 

PHOTOS OF THE 
FOLLOWING 

VICTIMS)

Gias Uddin, 58 
Police  

Spot: Jatrabari, 
Dhaka 

Beaten to death

Masud Parvez 
Bhuiyan 

Police  
Spot: Rampura, 

Banasree 
Hacked to death

Moktadir, 50 
Police  

Spot: Topkhana 
road, Paltan, Dhaka 

Beaten to death

Jewel Sheikh  
Ansar member 
Spot: unknown 
Shot in chest

Jahiduzzaman 
Tanvir 
Student  

Spot: Uttara, Dhaka  
Pellets in body
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Hasina will 
not return 
to politics
Joy tells BBC

STAR REPORT

There will be no political 
comeback for Sheikh 
Hasina, her son Sajeeb 
Wazed Joy told BBC 
yesterday, hours after the 
former Bangladesh prime 
minister resigned and left 
the country.

Joy said Hasina was “so 
disappointed that after 
all her hard work, for a 
minority to rise up against 
her”.

Speaking to Newshour 
on the BBC World Service, 
Joy -- who was an official 
adviser of the prime 
minister until today – said 
his mother was considering 
resigning since yesterday 
and had left the country 
for her own safety after her 
family insisted.

“She has turned 

Fakhrul 
urges 
calm and 
restraint

UNB, Dhaka

BNP Secretary General 
Mirza Fakhrul Islam 
Alamgir yesterday called 
upon people to remain 
calm and exercise restraint 
to maintain peace and 
stability in the country 
following the fall of the 
Sheikh Hasina government.

“On behalf of BNP 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia 

PHOTO: AFP

66 dead as 
city convulsed 
with violence
More than a thousand hurt 

in clashes between agitators 
and law enforcers

STAR REPORT

Clashes between mobs and law enforcers at different 
parts of the capital left at least 66 people dead and over 
a thousand wounded yesterday.

In the morning, clashes began in some areas of the 
capital when law enforcers opened fire on protesters 
who were trying to take part in the march to Dhaka, 
announced the day before, defying the curfew.

Around afternoon, when hundreds of thousands of 
people took to the streets celebrating Sheikh Hasina’s 
resignation, angry mobs attacked several police 
stations and key structures. 

Police opened fire which caused most of the deaths.
Columns of thick smoke covered parts of the Dhaka 

sky as the mobs set fire to three Awami League offices, the 
police headquarters, several police stations, the residence 
of Dhaka superintendent of police, three TV stations and 
the Bangabandhu Memorial Museum on Dhanmondi-32.

The inspector general of police and several other 
top police officials were air lifted from the police 
headquarters while other officials managed to flee, 
said an official who escaped the attack unscathed.

“Many vehicles parked on the PHQ premise were 
burning when I managed to flee,” said the officer. 

Among the 66 dead, 41 were taken to Dhaka Medical 
College Hospital while 21 to a hospital in Uttara. 
Among the bodies taken to DMCH, 21 came from the 
Jatrabari area. At least four bodies were lying in front 
of Jatrabari Police Station.  
DMCH
All the bodies that turned up at the DMCH had bullet 
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TOTAL                  142

DISTRICT 

Dhaka 

Jashore 

Kushtia 

Gazipur

Habiganj

Satkhira

Jhenaidah

DEATHS 

86

13

8

6

6

4

4

DISTRICT 

Chandpur

Chattogram 

Khulna

Barishal 

Patuakhali

Brahmanbaria

DEATHS 

4

3

3

3

1

1

Protesters storm 
Gono Bhaban, PMO, 
parliament building
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Gono Bhaban never hosted so many 
people in its lifetime before yesterday.

Minutes after Sheikh Hasina fled 
the country, a never-ending stream of 
people defied the curfew and marched 
towards the official residence of the 

prime minister. It seemed every city 
street and alley led to Gono Bhaban, 
the Bangla for house of the people, as 
people of all ages descended upon it 
from almost every part of capital Dhaka.

The main entrance was left ajar, and 
for hours since about 2:30pm tens and 
thousands of men, women, and children 
occupied the premises. Hundreds were 
seen climbing the thick brick walls – 
which is otherwise heavily guarded and 
inaccessible to members of the public – 
to enter the red brick palace.

Inside, the mood was of celebrations. 
Some were dancing, some clapping, 
some singing, some hugging, and some 
chanting slogans against Hasina. Some 
called her a killer; others called her an 
autocrat who has blood in her hand. 
Some were seen offering prayers. 

Within minutes, some of the 

crowd scaled the roof and hoisted the 
national flag, while others entered the 
main residential building and started 
vandalising and smashing things. 

Some photos taken by The Daily Star 
and social media videos show many 
went inside some of the bedrooms and 
lay on them, as they took selfies. 

The scene resembled the occupying 
of Sri Lankan presidential palace in July 
2022. 

“So many lives have been lost 

PHOTO: STAR

SEE PAGE 5 COL 5

People stormed Gono Bhaban yesterday and took anything and everything they could 
get hold of, right, a group of young boys taking a bath in a pool there. 

PHOTO: AFP, PALASH KHAN

Anti-government protesters display Bangladesh’s national flag as they storm the Prime Minister’s Office in Dhaka yesterday. Top right, the motorcade of General Waker-Uz-Zaman, chief of the army, entering the Bangabhaban as the 
crowd celebrating the exit of Sheikh Hasina makes way for it. Bottom right, people climb onto an APC and stand alongside army personnel as they celebrate in front of the PMO.

‘Will come up 
with outline of 
interim govt 
in 24 hours’
Say organisers 
of quota protest 
movement

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Key organisers of the anti-
discrimination student 
movement last night said 
the outline of the interim 
national government will 
be formulated within the 
next 24 hours.

Addressing a press 
conference in the capital’s 
Tejgaon, they said the 
power must be handed over 
to the interim government 
proposed by the students 
and citizens who protested.

“I’m dedicating this 
victory to the martyred 
students who were killed 
during the movement,” 
said Nahid Islam, a key 
organisers.

He said they will 
hold discussions about 
the outline with all the 
coordination committees, 
the civil society, and 
political and state 
stakeholders, and will later 
inform who else they will 
meet in this regard. 

“But within the next 24 
hours, a complete outline 
of the interim government 
will be provided.”

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

76 killed in 
attacks, clashes 
outside capital

STAR REPORT

At least 76 people were killed and around 500 others 
injured in attacks and clashes outside the capital city 
yesterday.

The clashes took place between law enforcers, Awami 
League men and protesters as angry mobs attacked 
AL leaders, their men, properties, homes and offices 
soon after the news of Sheikh Hasina’s resignation and 
departure spread.

In Savar and Dhamrai upazilas, at least 20 people were 
killed and around 300 were wounded in separate clashes 
between police, Awami League men and demonstrators.

Eight bodies were kept in Enam Medical College in 
Savar, six in Gonoshasthaya Hospital, three Nari O Shishu 
Hospital and two in Habib Clinic in Ashulia.

The families of the deceased took the other bodies.
In Jashore, at least 13 people were burned to death and 

19 others were injured after unidentified arsonists set 

SEE PAGE 5 COL 1

UN, EU, US call 
for restraint
UK for ensuring democracy; 
Indian cabinet body 
briefs Modi

STAR REPORT

The United States has commended Bangladesh Army 
for its restraint yesterday and urged that formation 
of an interim government be democratic after Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina resigned and fled the country.

“The United States has long called for respecting 
democratic rights in Bangladesh, and we urge that 
the interim government formation be democratic 
and inclusive. We commend the army for the restraint 
they have showed today [Monday],” a White House 
spokesperson said yesterday.

The White House and the State Department 
separately urged parties to refrain from violence and 
restore peace at the earliest, reports Reuters. 

A State Department spokesperson said Washington 
welcomed the announcement that an interim 
government will be formed.

US Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer also 
urged the establishment of a balanced interim 
government in Bangladesh that could set up swift 
democratic elections.
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CAMPUS DESK

A mass movement, hundreds dead, thousands injured, and a Prime 
Minister’s resignation. And with that, a country came to life, feeling a sense 

of freedom. We won then, right? Perhaps we did. What started out as the Quota Reform Movement 
turned into a mass movement for something much larger. The students and 

the country’s youth deserve a lot of praise for their efforts and sacrifices, 
and for showing the general public the need to unite for a greater cause. 
And right now, more than ever, that unity needs to persist.

Following the August 5 resignation of the PM, emotions were high and 

the celebrations were everywhere. It was, however, short lived as reports 
of vandalism and destruction, especially geared towards minority groups, 

came in from around the country. A country that seemed united over the 
last few weeks now, all of a sudden, seems divided. However, for a nation 
undergoing such drastic changes, unity is key.After all, this was meant to be a movement against discrimination, and a 

mindset that allows deepset discrimination to persist. Let us not forget how 

this was earned, and let us all take strides forward, leaving no one behind.

WE WON
Yet a lot needs to be done

PHOTOS: ORCHID CHAKMA
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Quota Reform Protests
Student protestors share their experiences

CAMPUS MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENTS 

Since mid-July, the otherwise peaceful Quota Reform 

Movement took an unfortunate turn as it got violent. 

We spoke to students from different public and private 

universities who participated in the protests and asked 

about their personal experiences as well as their opinions 

regarding the newly reformed quota system.

Sanjana*, 4th-year student, Dhaka University (DU)

The government still chose to allot the highest 

percentage of quotas to the children of freedom fighters. 

On what basis was one percent for indigenous people and 

one percent for the disabled and third gender given? Even 

the protestors didn’t ask for so little for those minority 

groups. The complete abolishment of female quotas will 

have far-reaching impacts. We got what we wanted, but 

like 2018, the government once again seems to have 

skipped making a genuinely well-researched policy that 

benefits the people. This new quota system feels empty 

after the deaths of so many.

Anisha*, 4th-year student, DU

On July 15, I was running from the brick chunks being 

hurled at the students by goons in helmets at DU. I was 

completely taken aback because we were protesting 

peacefully. I saw students getting beaten with bamboo 

sticks, and I was lucky to be fast enough to get away. 

What worsened my pain was the silence from the teachers 

about the attacks on the student. They did not even visit 

the students at the hospitals after so many days. If I am 

not safe on my campus, whose fault is that? Now, the 93 

percent feels like a consolation prize, which came at a cost 

that is unimaginable.

Emon*, 4th-year student, DU

I initially wanted to go to Shahid Minar on July 16 because 

the activities of the day were supposed to be held there. 

I had to go there through Science Lab, but armed goons 

in helmets were occupying the area in front of Dhaka 

College and Nilkhet intersection. There were students 

of DU, Dhaka College, City College, and Ideal College, 

among others. The goons were throwing brick chunks at 

the students from the rooftop of the Teachers Training 

College to prevent the students from moving forward. 

When they ran out of bricks to hurl at students, the 

students began to move forward. The students chased 

the goons and the goons chased them back. After some 

time, the goons again started to hurl brick chunks at the 

students. The students were badly injured; some were 

bleeding profusely, but they didn’t leave. There was a 

rumour circulating that there had been a death during 

the protest, but I was not there to see it. Upon returning 

home, I verified it, and it turned out to be true. The body 

was found in a pool of blood near Dhaka College.

Irfan*, 4th-year student, DU

After the absentee funeral on July 17, the students were 

coming towards Raju Memorial Sculpture in a procession 

with coffins around 4:30 PM. Just then, law enforcement 

personnel started firing teargas and sound grenades. I 

observed one of them hurling teargas and clapping his 

hands, indicating that if the students were capable of 

beating them, they were welcome to do so. The students 

wanted to resist the actions of the law enforcers by 

climbing the walls of the International Language Institute 

and coming from the side of the library. But they used 

tear gas and sound grenades to disperse the students. 

The entire campus smelled of tear gas. Around 5 PM, 

the students came out of Hallpara (hall areas). Some 

journalists and a teacher were evacuating the students 

to safety. They were being removed from their campus 

against their will. Many had tears in their eyes. Anger and 

helplessness were all on their faces. As a student of DU, I 

could not contain my emotions at that moment. I cried.

Labeeb Zaman, 3rd-year student, Institute of Business 

Administration (IBA-DU)

I think the new quota system is a rash attempt by the 

government to curb the momentum of the movement. 

The exclusion of the female quota is appalling. Many 

protestors are sceptical that this will all amount to 

nothing, and rightly so, given the government’s previous 

attempts to abolish it and then reinstate it again. After 

protesting for so long and been beaten with sticks and 

even shot at, there is no way this is a valid response to our 

protests. This movement was also against long standing 

corruption and domination of political groups in public 

university campuses that disrupted a healthy academic 

environment. The high-handed tactics used by said 

parties to muzzle the voice of protestors are why they 

called for a ban on partisan politics on campus.

Yamin*, 1st-year student, BRAC University (BRACU)

All throughout the morning and afternoon of July 18, we 

were surrounded from both sides of the main entrance by 

law enforcement personnel and goons that accompanied 

them. They targeted the students and fired rubber bullets, 

sound grenades, and tear gas. Panicking, we all went 

back into the campus and locked the main gate. But the 

law enforcement personnel did not stop, they kept firing 

inside our campus. Many of us had to be rushed to the on-

campus medical centre and soon, it became overcrowded. 

This went on until 12 PM, when more students from 

various other institutions joined in. They stood outside 

where the law enforcement, alongside countless other 

goons, attacked everyone. I got hit by two rubber bullets, 

and there was one student who was shot as he was 

trying to enter university. Afterwards, I saw his dead body 

myself.

Riya*, 3rd-year student, BRACU

By the time I arrived at BRACU on July 18, there was 

already a human chain allowing only students to enter 

the university. Law enforcement personnel surrounded us, 

and we were peacefully protesting when a tear shell was 

thrown at us. A girl fell right in front of me so I had to help 

her up and take her to the medical centre. By the time I 

was there, I even heard news of a university guard being 

attacked and getting tear gas in his eyes. We scrambled 

around for toothpaste or other remedies that I brought 

for the people outside. This is when I saw tear shells 

inside the campus. We collected them to photograph for 

evidence and they were still hot to the touch. Afterwards, 

when I returned to the medical centre, I saw a student 

who was shot in the eye. Another had a rubber bullet 

lodged in his ear. We were even running out of oxygen 

supply to help the wounded. Many of the students had 

bullet wounds everywhere.

Foysal*, 4th-year student, North South University 

(NSU)

On July 18, I marched from Bashundhara Gate all the 

way to Badda in the blazing heat surrounded by familiar 

faces. Some were handing out water and saline, trying 

to make sure we didn’t have a heat stroke in the middle 

of everything. By the time we arrived near Badda link 

road, I saw a person being carried away on a rickshaw. 

Students nearby said he was a student from Independent 

University, Bangladesh (IUB), and that he was in a critical 

condition. All I remember was that he had an open wound 

near his stomach, probably from a bullet. Afterwards, 

everything was a blur, the charge of the law enforcers and 

the helmeted attackers caused us all to scramble. Then 

came the tear gas, burning my eyes and throat. I lost my 

group by then, but there were people on both ends of the 

road. On one side, there were the wounded, on the other 

was the group directly facing the law enforcement down. 

From that point, even though the protestors did manage 

to close in on BRACU, there were far too many wounded 

among us.

The testimonies collected and presented represent 

only a fraction of the grim reality people in the country 

are currently facing. The big question, then, is what is to 

come of this. Where do we go from this wanton violence?   

*Names have been changed to protect the privacy of the 

students.

Reference:

The Daily Star (July 16, 2024). Man dies at DMCH after 

being found in pool of blood near Dhaka College.
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Hundreds of jubilant people at the Jatiya Sangsad Bhaban complex soon after Sheikh Hasina resigned and left the country yesterday afternoon.
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Hasina falls, flees 

Army chief meets politicians, civil society members to discuss formation of interim govt

Jubilation  

as freedom  

in the air
STAR REPORT

Hundreds of thousands of jubilant people poured out into the streets 

of the capital, celebrating Sheikh Hasina’s resignation and departure.

The crowds chanted slogans and waved the national flag as complete 

strangers shook hands and hugged each other.  

Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Mirpur Road and Rokeya Sarani were filled 

with people of all ages. Large groups of people walked through Kazi 

Nazrul Islam Avenue from 2:30pm to 7:00pm. Many said they would go 

to the Gono Bhaban. 

Coordinators of the quota-reform movement, which spearheaded 

the movement that led to the fall of the government, Nahid Islam and 

Asif Mahmud said in a joint statement, “Power must be transferred 

to the proposed interim national government of the students. No 

other government will be accepted. A new Bangladesh and political 

settlement will be established. No one will leave the streets until the 

ultimate victory is achieved.

Dhaka University student Rafat Alam said, “I have goosebumps. We 

waited for this day for a long time. I was not able to talk freely, I was not 

allowed to cast the vote.”

Hasina had been the prime minister for 14 and a half years. In the 

2008 national election, her party, the Awami League, won two-thirds of 

the seats in parliament.

She took power again in 2014, when 153 MPs, out of 300, were 

“elected” without any competition. The election was boycotted by the 

main opposition. 
SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

The organisers of the Anti-Discrimination Student Movement pose for a photo during a live television 

programme yesterday.
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Help restore 

peace and 

discipline

Army chief urges 

the nation

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Chief of Army Staff General 

Waker-Uz-Zaman yesterday 

urged all, including the 

students, to cooperate 

with the armed forces and 

refrain from vandalism, 

killings and clashes.

Seeking cooperation 

from all quarters, including 

the political parties, the 

media and civil society 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 1

TANIM AHMED and  

PARTHA PRATIM BHATTACHARJEE

Bangladesh’s iron lady of 15 years bowed out to a 

people’s uprising yesterday. Serving as the prime 

minister since 2009, Sheikh Hasina was forced 

to resign and flee the country as hundreds of 

thousands marched towards Dhaka defying a 

curfew amid a continual morning drizzle.

The streets of the capital that had convulsed 

with violence and death over the last three weeks, 

reverberated with wild celebrations as soon as 

the Bangladesh army chief, General Waker-Uz-

Zaman, confirmed the rumours of Hasina’s 

resignation. He went on to say that a new interim 

government will be formed soon.

Millions took to the streets gridlocking the 

entire capital well into the evening while many 

found it hard to believe that Hasina’s absolute 

hold on authority and Awami League’s fabled 

political fortress could crumble, faced with a 

three-week campaign initiated by students.

Revellers stormed the prime minister’s 

residence, office and the parliament. They also 

ransacked Awami League offices and residences 

of high-ranking ministers across the country.

Even while thousands converged on Shahbagh 

from early afternoon, there were reports of 

violence between demonstrators and police 

officials on the fringes of Dhaka and from around 

Bangladesh amid the vacuum that was left in 

the wake of Hasina’s hasty departure without so 

much as a statement or press release.

A fledgling student protest against reserved 

quotas for government jobs that began on July 

1 started to gain momentum as the government 

dealt with them harshly. Despite reassurances 

of no harassment, the AL government employed 

excessive force to subdue a campaign leading to 

over 300 deaths. That protest transformed into 

a strong anti-government campaign over the 

last week and culminated in a people’s uprising 

yesterday as the student campaigners called for 

their compatriots to “march to Dhaka”. This was 

particularly in reply to AL’s show of political force 

on Sunday, which left at least 93 dead in a single 

day’s violence. Another 66 were killed yesterday 

in Dhaka alone.

Droves of people began gathering in 

neighbourhoods of Dhaka and its outskirts ready 

to converge in the capital’s Shahbagh from early 

morning. There were also thousands gathering 

outside the capital and marching towards it, 

braving all obstacles. The strong tide turned on 

the back of university students.

About 43 years after Hasina had flown into 

Dhaka as the newly elected AL president for the 

first time, she took off on a military helicopter 

with her younger sister Sheikh Rehana to India. 

The five-time prime minister landed in 

Agartala, the capital of India’s northeastern 

state of Tripura. Thereafter, the 77-year-old 

premier was flown to Hindon Air Force Base in 

Ghaziabad, about 30km from the Indian capital 

of New Delhi, according to Indian news outlets 

India Today and NDTV.

Hasina was reported to have met with the 

Indian national security adviser, Ajit Doval, in 

the evening at Hindon. It is widely reported that 

Hasina will seek asylum in London. Later in the 

evening Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

chaired a high-level meeting with key ministers 

and intelligence chiefs who briefed him about the 

unfolding situation in Bangladesh, according to 

reports in Indian media.

Hasina’s son Sajeeb Wazed Joy, the former 

PM’s ICT affairs adviser, told BBC that his mother 

would not “come back” to politics.

Back in Dhaka, before he took the podium 

at the army headquarters to address the nation, 

flanked by the air chief and naval chief, General 

Waker-Uz-Zaman met with several politicians 

and members of the civil society including 

representatives of BNP, Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-

Islami, other politicians and teachers. The AL was 

not represented. The student campaigners were 

not present there either. Leaders of the student 

protest campaign have announced that they will 

present an outline for the interim government 

soon.

In the context of hundreds of violent deaths, 

the army chief reassured everyone that justice 

would be ensured for each. He said it was now 

everyone’s responsibility to remain calm.

“Together, we hope to go towards a better 

situation,” he said addressing the media. “I am 

taking full responsibility.”

“The country has suffered a lot, the economy 

has been hit, many people have been killed. It is 

time to stop the violence.”

On his way to the presidential palace, 

Bangabhaban, the army chief was greeted by 

jubilant crowd. Hundreds thronged around 

Parliament to be dissolved soon, an interim govt to be formed

President asked armed forces to be strict in protecting lives, properties  

Outline of interim govt within 24 hours: protest organiser Nahid Islam

President orders release of BNP Chairperson Khaleda Zia

Offices, factories to open today, educational institution soon

SEE PAGE 2 COL 2

Justice will 

be served
Says president 

about recent 

killings

BSS, Dhaka

President Mohammed 

Shahabuddin yesterday 

urged political parties 

to restore law and order 

and stop looting and 

destructive activities.

“I ask the armed forces 

to take strict action to 

protect the lives and 

properties of the people,” 

the president, also the 

supreme commander of 

the Armed Forces Division, 

told a televised address to 

the nation.

The Head of State urged 

SEE PAGE 2 COL 4

Hindu houses, 

businesses 

attacked in  

27 districts

STAR REPORT

Hindu houses and business 

establishments were attacked by mobs 

while their valuables were also looted in 

at least 27 districts yesterday.

In Lalmonirhat Sadar upazila, they 

vandalised and plundered the house 

of Pradip Chandra Roy, secretary of 

Lalmonirhat Puja Udjapan Parishad, in 

Telipara village last evening, reports our 

district correspondent. 

They also ransacked and looted a 

computer shop owned by Muhin Roy, a 

municipality member of the district’s 

Puja Udjapan Parishad, on Thana road.   

Besides, homes of four Hindu 

families were vandalised and looted 

in Chandrapur village in the district’s 

Kaliganj upazila.

In Hatibandha upazila’s Purbo Sardubi 

village, 12 Hindu houses were torched last 

night, reports our district correspondent.

In Panchagarh, several Hindu houses 

were vandalised and looted in Sadar 

upazila.

Contacted,  Monindra Kumar Nath, 
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