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PRO-IMRAN KHAN MARCH

Pakistan journo
probing protest
deaths arrested

AFP, Islamabad

A Pakistani journalist investigating alleged fatalities
during protests in support of jailed ex-prime minister
Imran Khan has been arrested under anti-terror laws, his

lawyer said yesterday.

This week more than 10,000 marchers flooded
Islamabad, defying a ban on public gatherings before
being evicted in a sweeping security crackdown.

The government said at least five security personnel
were killed whilst Khan’s Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
party allege at least 10 of their own were shot dead by
security forces. Government ministers have denied the

allegations.

Matiullah Jan, a presenter for TV channel Neo News
with a popular YouTube channel, and another reporter
were investigating the claims at Islamabad’s PIMS
Hospital when they were detained late Wednesday, his

lawyer Imaan Mazari said.

“They were trying (o ascertain the total number of
deaths,” she told AFP. “They were doing their journalistic

duties.”

She said the second journalist was released but Jan has

remained in custody.

Islamabad police issued a report accusing him of drug
possession and assaulting an officer whilst under the

influence.

A case “has been registered under the Anti-Terrorism

Act for the attempted murder of a policeman on duty”,

the report said.

Putin praises
Trump

Questions whether
he is safe after
attempts on his life

REUTERS, Astana

Russian President Vladimir
Putin yesterday praised
US President-elect Donald
Trump as an experienced
and intelligent politician
and questioned whether he
was safe after attempts on
his life.

Speaking to reporters
after a  summit in
Kazakhstan, Putin said
he had also been shocked
by how Trump’s family
and children had been
criticised by  political
opponents during the US
election campaign, reports
Reuters.

Trump, 78, was holding
a campaign rally in Butler,
Pennsylvania - a key state
in the November 5 election
- when a 20-year-old man
with an AR-15-style rifle
got close enough to shoot
at the former Republican
president from a rooftop.

One shot hit Trump’s
upper right ear, leaving his
face streaked with blood,
but he was not severely
wounded. His campaign
said he was doing fine.

east of India’s Manipur state yesterday.

‘We lost a generation’

Lebanon’s education crisis deepens as half of public
schools converted to shelters

THOMSON REUTERS FOUNDATION,
Beirut

As the skies fell quiet over Beirut
this week, displaced Lebanese piled
into cars and headed south for
home, but any return to normality
remains  elusive given  their
economy was already in freefall
even before war broke out last year
and no solutions seem at hand.

A ceasefire between Israel and
the Iran-backed armed group
Hezbollah came into effect at
dawn on Wednesday after conflict
escalated in September with Israel
launching heavy bombing raids
across the country and sending
troops into south Lebanon.

Although the fighting has

stopped - at least for now - hard
days lie ahead for a worn-out people
who were already reeling from
multiple crises since the economic
implosion of 2019.

The crisis has hit education
especially hard.

At least 500 public schools,
roughly one in two in what is a
badly under-funded sector, were
converted into shelters in recent
months to house many of the 1.2
million people fleeing the fighting,
Save the Children said last month.

And 2024 marks the sixth

straight year that Lebanon’s 1.5
million children faced significant
disruptions to schooling, worsening
their long-term physical and mental
outlook, it said.

Ameer Shweekh is one of those
children. Forced to flee his home
in the southern city of Tyre two
months ago, the 13-year-old got
a place at the Omar El Zeeny
public school in a working-class
neighbourhood in Beirut when the
school year started this month.

Shweekh said he still logs onto
online classes from his former

school when he finishes his new

studies each afternoon. But
he knows he is falling behind,
especially in coding - there are
simply no computers at his new
school.

The education community has
only received 19 percent of the
donor funding it needs this year,
said Janhvi Kanoria, a director at
Education Above All (EAA), a Qatar-
based global education foundation.

“We have a lost generation in
Lebanon,” she told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation in an interview.
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Women holding placards shout slogans during a protest demanding justice for victims killed in the recent ethnic clashes in Jibram in Imphal

Cabinet picks
targeted by
bomb threats

Says Trump
transition team

REUTERS, Washington
Several of President elect
Donald Trump’s cabinet
and administration picks
were targeted this week
with actions including
bomb threats and
“swatting,” a spokesperson
for the transition team said
on Wednesday.

The threats were
made Tuesday night and
Wednesday morning, and
law  enforcement acted
quickly to ensure the
salety of those targeted,

spokesperson Karoline
Leavitt said in a statement.
Elise Stefanik,

a Republican us
representative and Trump’s
choice to be US ambassador
to the United Nations,
and Lee Zeldin, a former
Republican  congressman
who is Trump’s pick to
head the Environmental
Protection Agency, both
said in separate statements
they had been the targets of

PHOTO: AFP bomb threats.

LANKA RAINS Air pollution from
Six children .

fires linked to 1.5m
among 12 death d
Killed caths a year: study
Storm heads to e
India Air pollution caused by fires is linked to more
AFP, Colombo than 1.5 million deaths a year worldwide, the vast

majority occurring in developing countries, a
Sri Lankan rescuers major new study said yesterday.
yesterday recovered This death toll is expected to rise in coming
the drowned corpses yearsas climate change makes wildfires
of six children, taking more frequent, according to the
the number killed in study in The Lancet journal.
torrential rains to 12, The international team

as a powerful but slow-
moving storm headed
towards India.

More than 335,000
people in Sri Lanka
have been forced to flee
after their homes were

of researchers looked at
existing data on “landscape
fires”, which include both
wildfires that rage through
nature and planned fires
such as controlled burns on
land.

pooded, Macn(:;g;’&f Around 450,000 deaths
Cénire said a year from heart disease were
It Said‘ two  men linked to fire-related air pollution

driving a tractor and
trailer which had been
transporting the six
children in the eastern
Amara district when it
was swept away in floods,
were still missing.

between 2000 and 2019, the researchers said. A
further 220,000 deaths from respiratory disease
were attributed to the smoke and particulates
spewed into the air by fire.

From all causes around the world, a total of 1.53
million annual deaths were associated with air
pollution from landscape fires, said the study.
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Australia passes
social media ban
for under 16s

Tech giants face fines of
A$49.5m for non-compliance

AFP, Melbourne

Australian lawmakers yesterday passed landmark
rules to ban under 16s from social media, approving
one of the world’s toughest crackdowns on popular
sites like Facebook, Instagram and X.

The legislation ordering social media firms to
take “reasonable steps” to prevent young teens from
having accounts was passed in the Senate with 34
votes in favour and 19 against.

The firms - who face fines of up to Aus$50
million (US$32.5 million) for failing to comply --
have described the laws as “vague”, “problematic”
and “rushed”.

The new rules will now return to the lower house
— where lawmakers already backed the bill on
Wednesday - for one final approval before it is all
but certain to become law.

Speaking during the Senate debate, Greens
politician Sarah Hanson-Young said the ban
would not “make social media safer for young
people”.

She said it was “devastating” that young people
were “finding themselves addicted to these
dangerous algorithms”.

Centre-left Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese, eyeing an election early next year, has
enthusiastically championed the new rules and
rallied Aussie parents to get behind it.

In the run up to the vote, he painted social media
as “a platform for peer pressure, a driver of anxiety,
a vehicle for scammers and, worst of all, a tool for
online predators”.

He wanted young Australians “off their phones
and onto the footy and cricket field, the tennis and
netball courts, in the swimming pool”.

But young social media users, like 12-year-old
Angus Lydom, are not impressed.
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