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Play stronger
role to protect
rivers: Bela

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Encroachment, dumping of industrial, tannery and solid
wastes, mismanagement of household garbage, and faulty
demarcation of rivers and waterbodies are the main
reasons behind disappearances of many waterways, said
speakers at a discussion yesterday.

They also identified unplanned urbanisation and
drainage systems and criminalisation of politics as vital
reasons in this regard.

Bangladesh Environmental TLawyers Association
organised the discussion at YMCA in Savar yesterday.

Addressing the discussion as the chair, Taslima
Islam, acting chiel executive of Bela, pointed out that
even though the organisation has filed numerous cases
centring environmental issues in Savar upazila, the
court’s directives are not being followed properly.

She called upon the administration to play an effective
role in implementing the court orders to protect the
environment, rivers and water bodies, and urged everyone
(o raise awareness to this end.

“Environmental protection is not only the responsibility
of the administration, but local residents also need to
work from their respective positions,” she added.

Addressing as the chief guest, Abu Bakar Sarkar, upazila
nirbahi officer of Savar upazila, called for formulating
development project proposals centring the upazila.

He advised industries to conduct their activities in
accordance with the law to curb pollution, and called
for setting up of specific dumping zones to dispose of
domestic wastes instead of discarding those in the open.

He also sought collective cooperation towards
environmental development, curbing encroachment and
pollution, and saving the water bodies in Savar.

In the meeting, assistant commissioner (Land) of
Savar recommended regular eviction drives against
illegal encroachers of rivers and water bodies, and taking
effective steps to prevent re-encroachment.

M Shamsul Haque, general secretary of Savar River
and Environment Development Council, presented the
keynote paper.

Kachua’s betel nuts poised
for national branding

PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY, Bagerhat

The wupazila administration in
Bagerhat’'s Kachua upazila has
spearheaded an initiative to brand
and promote high-quality betel
nuts, the product the uparzila is
most known for, across the country.

The initiative aims to highlight
the region’s reputation as a top
producer of premium betel nuts.

“Kachua’sbetel nutisunmatched
in size, quality, and yield. To further
its recognition, we have formed a
dedicated committee to oversee
the branding and marketing of this
exceptional local product,” said
KM Abu Naushad, upazila nirbahi
officer of Kachua.

Meanwhile, the Kachua market
was seen bustling with traders busy

selling betel nuts freshly harvested
from the plantations across the
upazila.

The large, ripe betel nuts were
being sold by farmers for Tk 600-
800 per “kuri” (a collection of 231
pieces of betel nuts), while smaller
ones were priced at Tk 500-550 per
“kuri.”

“On Monday and Thursday,
over 1,000 sacks of betel nuts,
or approximately 14,000 Kkuri,
are traded at Kachua market to
be supplied across the country,”
said Narayan Chandra Bowali, a
seasoned betel nut trader.

A similar scene was witnessed
at Badhal Bazar, one of the largest
markets in the region.

“Badhal Bazar sells double the

(Sunday and Thursday) compared
to Kachua market. The size and
quality of these betel nuts are
exceptional, making these much
sought after,” said Kamrul Islam, a
trader at Badhal Bazar.

Underlining the potential of
Kachua’s betel nuts for a larger
market presence, UNO Naushad
said their initiative is also a part
of a broader effort to showcase the
upazila’s agricultural excellence
and ensure local products get the
deserved recognition.

The branding push is also
expected to boost local economic
growth, create more opportunities
for farmers and traders, and
establish Kachua’s betel nuts as a
national standard for quality, he

SONADIA ISLAND

SC upholds HC
order to protect
mangroves

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday upheld a High
Court order that directed the government to
immediately stop destruction of mangrove
forests in Sonadia Island and neighbouring areas,
including Gatibanga, Taziakata and Hamidardia
under Maheshkhali upazila of Cox’s Bazar.

Justice Md Rezaul Haque, chamber judge of the
Appellate Division of the SC, passed no order on
a leave to appeal petition filed by six local people
from Cox’s Bazar challenging the HC directive.

The apex court chamber judge, however, asked
the HC to dispose of the rule issued over this
matter in two months.

Senior lawyer Md Ruhul Quddus Kazal argued
for the appellants, while lawyers Mohammad
Shishir Manir and Saddam Hossen appeared for

SEE PAGE 4 COL 3

ABDUCTION, TORTURE
ICT orders to
produce two
ex-Rab oflicials

DU CORRESPONDENT

International Crimes Tribunal yesterday ordered
to produce two former Rapid Action Battalion
officials before it on December 2.

As per preliminary findings, allegations of
abduction and torture against them have been found
to be credible by the court’s investigation agency.

The accused are identified as Mohiuddin Faruge
and Md Alep Uddin.

A quilt and mattress shop owner shows his products to customers. As winter starts to arrive, the demand for
quilts and mattresses is on the rise. However, rising prices seem to be a common complaint among buyers. The
photo was taken on Kazi Nazrul Islam Road in Bagerhat recently. PHOTO: PARTHA CHAKRABORTTY
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A total of 1,030 metric tonnes of rice Khulna University Leaders of the International Society

were imported from India through
the Benapole land port in nine
consignments over the week ending
Wednesday, port officials said.

The Ministry of Food has allowed
several importers to bring in
parboiled and uncooked rice duty-
free, with a December 10 deadline for
completing imports, said Shyamal
Kumar Nath, deputy assistant
officer of Benapole Checkpost Plant
Quarantine  Centre.  Additional
consignments are awaiting entry, he
added.

Between  November 18  and
November 27, 33 trucks carried the
shipments. Officials hope the imports
will ease domestic rice prices. On
Wednesday night, 105 metric tonnes
arrived and were cleared yesterday
morning.

Arqo Trading, a Jashore-based
importer, received authorisation for
5,000 metric tonnes. However, its
owner, Mofizur Rahman, expressed
doubts about meeting the quota,
citing higher prices.

“We imported at Tk 53 per kg,
but local markets sell coarse rice at
Tk 48 to Tk 49, as new Aman rice is
arriving,” he said.

Rashed Chowdhury, owner of
Chowdhury Rice Mill in Navaran, said
hybrid rice is selling wholesale at Tk
48 o Tk 49. Heavy rains have lowered
production, which may still affect
market trends despite imports.

Deputy Director of Benapole port
Sajib Najib said officials are expediting
customs and port clearances to ensure
timely releases.

of Engineering and
Technology has suspended
five professors, six officers,

and one employee
following allegations
of actively obstructing

the anti-discrimination
student movement.

The decision was made
during the university’s
94th Syndicate meeting
held earlier this month.

The suspended
professors are Dr Mihir
Ranjan Halder, Mechanical
Engineering Department;
Dr Muhammed Alamgir,
Civil Engineering
Department; Dr Shivendra
Shekhar Shikder,
Physics Department; Dr
Sobhan Mia, Mechanical
Engineering Department;
and Dr Pintu Chandra Sheel,
Computer Science and
Engineering Department.

They have also been
accused of being involved

in student-teacher
harassment, spreading
political influence, and

violating Section 44(5) of
the Kuet Act, 2003.

The allegations were
found to be true following
a preliminary investigation.

Additionally, six officers
and one staff member
have been temporarily
suspended for allegedly
securing appointments
through illegal means.

for Krishna Consciousness Bangladesh
yesterday refuted allegations linking the
organisation to the murder of lawyer
Saiful Islam Alif in Chattogram.

They said the claims were baseless
and part of a malicious campaign.

At a press conference at ISKCON
Bangladesh’s headquarters,
General Secretary Charu Chandra
Das Brahmachari said, “A series
of false, fabricated, and malicious
campaigns have been targeting
ISKCON Bangladesh, particularly in
connection with recent events. These
efforts are aimed at discrediting our
organisation and creating societal
unrest.”

The leaders categorically denied
any involvement in the murder,
which occurred near the Chattogram
court premises, and in the related
movements.

“We have already clarified the matter
multipletimesthroughpressconferences
and official communications with
the government and administrative
authorities. Regrettably, certain groups
continue to deliberately spread false
propaganda against our organisation
and make unreasonable demands, such
as banning ISKCON,” he added.

He also highlighted that certain
individuals, including Chinmoy
Krishna Das (whose arrest triggered
the recent unrest), Lilraj Gaur Das
and Swatantra Gauranga Das, had
been previously removed from the
organisation for violating its rules.

ISKCON Bangladesh President Satya
Ranjan Baroi said, “The allegations are
an attempt to tarnish our religious
and social reputation.”
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