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JAIL CUSTODY
Three AL
leaders die
in 16 days

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Bogura

Alam  Jhunu,
secretary  of
Bogura  district  Awami
League, died vyesterday
evening while in jail custody.
With this, at least three
AL leaders died in Bogurajail
custody in the past 16 days.

Jhunu was arrested on
August 24 in a murder case
filed after the July uprising,
said Jail Superintendent
Faruk Ahmed.

He said, “Jhunu suffered
a sudden cardiac arrest
around 11:30am at the jail
hospital. He was taken to
Bogura’s Ziaur Rahman
Medical College Hospital.
As his condition worsened,
he was referred to Dhaka
for better treatment, but he
died on the way.”

On November 25,
Shibganj upazila Awami
League treasurer Abdul Latif
died in jail custody after
falling ill on November 23.

He was hospitalised on
the November 25 morning.

On Nov 11, Shahidul
Islam, general secretary of
a ward unit AL in Bogura,
died in jail custody.

The jail superintendent
said, “We tried to provide

Shahadat
organising

them with proper

treatment...,” he said.
Mashhurul Alam,

medical officer at the

Bogura Jail, said Jhunu
died of a cardiac arrest,
Latif suffered a brain
stroke, and Shahidul had
asthma and other issues.

A district AL leader,
wishing anonymity, said
the three died due to the
negligence of jail authority.

KHULNA-SATKHIRA HIGHWAY

Tilted building poses
threat to travellers

DIPANKAR ROY, Khulna
A four-story building, located at the
Gutudia intersection on Khulna-
Satkhira regional highway, is on
the verge of collapse, posing an
imminent risk of accidents.

Locals  expressed  concerns
about the situation, as the building
remains dangerously tilted beside
the busy highway.

According to them, the building’s
two lower floors were partially
demolished to facilitate  road
expansion in 2023, leaving the upper
two floors hazardously tilted beside
the highway, with no steps taken yet
to demolish the structure completely.

During the demolition, large
chunks of concrete were left hanging
from the building, while extensive
cracks  developed  throughout,
heightening the risk of collapse.

Sheikh Tuhinul Islam Tuhin,
chairman of Gutudia Union
Parishad, expressed grave concerns,
saying that around 5,000 heavy
vehicles, as well as three-wheelers,
vans, and easy bikes, ply the highway
daily, while local schoolgoers also
walk along the road.

“The risky building threatens the
safety of vehicles and pedestrians
alike on this busy highway.
Authorities must act promptly to
avert any potential disaster,” he
added.

According to the Roads and
Highways Department, this
section of the Khulna-Satkhira
highway is notorious for its sharp
bends, particularly at Kathaltala,
Baniakhali, and Gutudia, with many
fatal accidents having occurred at

these intersections over the years.
To reduce these risks, Tk 26 crore
was spent in 2023 to straighten the
intersections.

However, during the expansion
at Gutudia, the lower portion of the
four-story building was demolished
irresponsibly, giving rise to serious
safety hazard.

The building’s owner, Ikramul
Haque, claimed that the building
was constructed on registered land,
but RHD claimed it and forcibly
demolished much of the building’s
lower part to widen the road, before
leaving the upper two floors leaning
beside the road.

“We requested RHD to demolish
the rest of the structure to avert
risk, but they did not respond later
on,” he added.

Contacted, Sagar Saikat Mandal,
sub-divisional engineer of RHD
in Khulna, said the road was
widened from 24 feet to 48 feet to
accommodate four lanes.

Mentioning that the building’s
demolition was carried out
as  necessary, he, however,
acknowledged that it remains a risk
on the road.

“When the evacuation process will
be carried out again, the rest of the
structure will be removed,” he added.
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Six killed in raeny relorm
separate road — swspeakers

accidents

STAR REPORT

At least six people were killed and four others were
injured in separate road accidents in Natore and
Habiganj districts yesterday and earlier.

In Natore’s Lalpur upazila, a truck carrying betel
nuts hit a battery-run van coming from the opposite
direction in Kadimchhilan area on Pabna-Natore
regional highway around 6:30am, leaving the van’s
driver Alfu Thandar dead on the spot, and truck’s
driver Mostaqin Hossain and his helper critically
injured, said Md Ismail Hossain, officer-in-charge of
Banpara Highway police Station.

The injured were rescued by fire service personnel
and admitted to Banpara Patwari Hospital, where
truck driver Mostaqin succumbed to his injuries, the
OC added.

In Gurudaspur upazila of Natore, a motorcyclist
and his pillion were left dead on the spot when an
unidentified vehicle hit them in Kachikata area
on Banpara-Hatikumrul highway around 3:25pm
yesterday, said OC Ismail.

The deceased were identified as Motaleb Hossain,
45, and Shah Alam, 47, both from Pabna’s Chatmohar
upazila.

Locals informed police after seecing the bodies.
However, no one could say when or how the accident
happened. Later, police and fire service personnel took
the bodies to Banpara Highway Police Outpost, he
added.

In Habiganj's Madhabpur upazila, an unidentified
vehicle hit a CNG-run auto-rickshaw in Kachhari
area of the Dhaka-Sylhet highway yesterday morning,
leaving one of its passengers dead on the spot and
three others injured.

The deceased was identified as Sajal Das, 30, of
Khatura village in the upazila.

Shayestaganj Highway Police sources confirmed the
matter, adding that the injured were rescued by fire

SEE PAGE 4 COL 1

Speakers at a seminar at
Dhaka University yesterday
called for urgent reforms
to the Bangladesh Public
Service Commission (PSC)
recruitment process (0
reduce discrimination and
improve efficiency.

The seminar,
“Sarkari  Chakri
Prottashi Sadaron
Parthibrinder Pokhhe”,
took place at the Pharmacy
Lecture Theatre of the
Science Library.

Freelance journalist
Shariful Hasan stressed
the need to shorten the
recruitment timeline,
which currently takes over
four years for BCS exams,
wasting valuable time
for young candidates. He
also proposed reducing
the oral exam by 100
marks, citing complaints
of inflated scores through
lobbying.

Hasan said candidates
should be able to view
their exam scores, as is
common in other national
exams. Additionally,
police verification
should be abolished, as
candidates with political
differences are  often

titled
Parthi

harassed, leading to
unfair exclusions.

Additionally, he
recommended requiring

PSC officials to disclose
their assets.

www.sylhetdiv.gov.bd

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Office of The Divisional Commissioner, Sylhet
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SHAPLA CHATTAR DEMO
Hefajat leader sues
50 including Hasina

BSS, Dhaka

Another complaint was filed at the International Crimes
Tribunal yesterday over Hefazat-e-Islam’s protest in the
capital’s Shapla Chattar area in 2013, accusing over 50
people, including former prime minister Sheikh Hasina,
of genocide and crimes against humanity.

The other accused include then home minister
Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir, ex-state minister for home
affairs Shamsul Haque Tuku, then agriculture minister
Abdur Razzaque, former IGP Benazir Ahmed, former
army chiel Aziz Ahmed, then prime minister’s defence
adviser Tarique Ahmed Siddiqui, and journalist and
human rights activist Shahriar Kabir.

“We have received a complaint from Hefazat-
e-Islam leader Azizul Haque Islamabadi over the
Shapla Chattar protest. Though they have brought
murder and genocide charges against the accused,
we have found elements of crimes against humanity
in the complaint and will proceed accordingly,” ICT
Prosecutor Abdullah Al Noman told BSS.

He further said Iffat Ara Begum, mother of Buet
student Rehan Ahsan, who was killed allegedly
during the operation by law enforcement agencies
that day (May 5, 2013), had filed another complaint
over the murder of her son, and the prosecution will
proceed with the two complaints collectively.
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The Public Procurement Act, 2006 and the Publice Procurment Act 2008 for the purchase
of Cisco Webex Room Kit PTZ 4K Camera, Cisco Webex Room Kit PTZ 4k Device,
Cisco Webex Room Kit accessories and small device, Zoom Camera, Printer for
Divisional Commissioner’s Office, Sylhet in the Financial Year: 2024-25 as per the
procurement rules, 2008, tenders are being invited in sealed envelopes subject to the
following conditions.
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