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13 former cops 
including 
SP sued in 
Jashore
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Benapole

A Jashore businessman sued 
13 policemen, including 
former superintendent of 
police Anisur Rahman, on 
Sunday night for allegedly 
abducting him, and 
attempting to kill him in 
2014.

Masudur Rahman 
Nannu, the businessman, 
lodged the case with 
a court. The accused 
include former officers 
and constables, among 
them Milu Mia Biswas, then 
assistant superintendent of 
police, and several others.

According to the 
complaint, Nannu was 
abducted on May 31, 2014, 
near Manihar Cinema Hall 
following Anisur Rahman’s 
orders. 

He was taken to 
Chanchra Police Outpost, 
tortured, and threatened 
with “crossfire” unless 
Tk 25 lakh was paid. His 
brother managed to pay 
Tk 10 lakh, securing his 
release. However, the 
accused shot Nannu in the 
leg before admitting him to 
Jashore General Hospital.

An arms case was filed 
against Nannu, who was 
later transferred to a Dhaka 
hospital under police 
custody and eventually 
sent to prison. 

Nannu alleges he was 
unable to seek justice 
earlier due to the accused’s 
influence. He now feels the 
conditions are favourable 
for legal action.

FAKE LOAN PROMISE

Crowd lured 
to Shahbagh
DU CORRESPONDENT

A crowd, mostly from outside Dhaka, gathered at 
Shahbagh intersection between Sunday night and 
yesterday morning after being promised loans of Tk 
1 lakh each by an organisation named Non-Violent 
People’s Uprising Bangladesh.

According to attendees, the group claimed it 
would recover laundered money from abroad and 
distribute loans. Some attendees were interrogated 
by Shahbagh police, who are yet to identify anyone 
directly associated with the organisation.  

Banners featuring the group’s leaders, ABM 
Mostafa Ameen and Rafiqul Islam Hridoy, were 
seen attached to buses. Police reported that buses, 
pickups, and microbuses began arriving late Sunday 
night. Students and locals urged those gathered to 
leave the area.  

At 12:30pm yesterday, a bus from Fulbaria, 
Mymensingh, arrived with 32 people. Lipi Akter, 
who led the group, claimed she contacted the 
passengers, who were promised loans. Lipi and 
an associate were reportedly beaten by onlookers 
before being handed to police.  

Some attendees said they paid Tk 1,000 as a 
registration fee but were unaware of the event’s true 
nature.  

Shahbagh Police Station’s OC AKM Shahabuddin 
Shaheen said, “We interrogated those involved, 
releasing the innocent and detaining others 
connected to the incident.”  

Meanwhile, Information Adviser Nahid Islam said 
yesterday evening that the platform’s convener had 
been detained, and the public was informed that it 
was a fraudulent campaign.

SEPTIC TANK EXPLOSION

Teenager killed, 
sister injured
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Gazipur

A septic tank explosion in Gazipur’s Tongi area left 
a teenage boy dead and his younger sister critically 
injured on Sunday night.

The deceased was identified as Habibullah, 19, son 
of Ruhul Amin from Baherchar Kadamtali village in 
Shariatpur district, said Iskandar Habibur Rahman, 
officer-in-charge of Tongi West Police Station.

The incident occurred around 10:00pm on the 
first floor of a rented house in Mollapara area of 
North Auchpara.

Quoting the tenants, the OC said the explosion 
caused the walls of three rooms, including the 
washroom, to collapse. Habibullah and Jannati 
were in one of the affected rooms when the blast 
occurred.

Neighbours rushed the critically injured siblings 
to Dhaka Medical College Hospital, where doctors 
declared Habibullah dead around midnight.

His sister Jannati, 13, was undergoing treatment 
at the hospital.

Shahin Alam, a senior officer of Tongi Fire 
Service, attributed the explosion to the lack of a 
bypass line in the septic tank.

A case of accidental death has been filed in this 
regard, the OC added.

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

The Lichutala Bridge in East 
Barandipara area of Jashore 
Municipality is used by hundreds 
of people daily for their commute 
between Barandipara and 
Jhumjhumpur area of Fatehpur 
union.

Recently, a portion of the bridge’s 
connecting road on the east end 
collapsed, turning the route 
extremely risky for commuters, 
especially at night. 

Since the route serves as an 
important shortcut, commuters 
continue to use it amid risk of 
accidents that may happen any 
time.  

Local residents have demanded 
urgent steps to repair the damaged 
portion of the connecting road. 

However, the authorities 
concerned are yet to make any 
move to this end.

“The road on the east end of the 
bridge collapsed into the Bhairab 
river at several points. Only a narrow 
stretch of the road still remains, 
through which only rickshaws, 
easy-bikes and motorcycles can 
ply at present,” said Abdul Halim 
Shiplu, a resident of Barandipara 
area.

“We use Lichutala Bridge to 
travel to and from Fatehpur and 
Jhumjhumpur areas, as it takes less 
time. On this route, we travel around 
2.5-kilometre less compared to 
the alternative route. We urge the 
authorities concerned to repair the 
road as soon as possible,” he added.

Echoing him, Abdul Jabbar 
and Mohammad Ali, two other 

local residents, said there is no 
lighting on the bridge, making it 
dark at night and posing risk for 
commuters using it after dusk. 

“Also, at present, private cars 
and ambulances are unable to ply 
the bridge. As such, if someone falls 
ill, it will be a difficult task to take 
them to hospital we would have to 
depend on easy-bikes,” said Ali.

Contacted, Zayed Hossain, 
executive officer of Jashore 
Municipality, said they are still 
unaware whether the route has 
become risky. 

“Steps will be taken after 
inspecting the site,” he added.

Sharmin Akhter, upazila nirbahi 
officer of Jashore Sadar, said 
engineers will be sent to inspect the 
collapsed road and initiatives will 
be taken to repair it quickly.

LICHUTALA BRIDGE IN JASHORE

Collapsed connecting 
road turns commute risky

Probe killing of 
stray animals
Rizwana urges livestock 
ministry
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Environment Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan 
has called for an impartial investigation into 
the recent poisoning of stray dogs and cats in 
Mohammadpur, Dhaka.  

In a letter to Farida Akhter, Adviser to the 
Ministry of Fisheries and Livestock, Rizwana urged 
immediate action to uncover the truth and ensure 
exemplary punishment for those responsible.  

The incident, which occurred on Friday night 
at Japan Garden City, left 10 dogs and one cat 
dead. Witnesses reported symptoms of poisoning, 
including convulsions, vomiting blood, and severe 
distress among the animals.  

Animal rights activists and local residents 
alerted police, who reportedly recovered the 
remains of three dogs and one cat. However, it is 
alleged that the remains of seven other dogs were 
concealed by the authorities.  

Rizwana cited the Animal Welfare Act 2019, which 
prohibits cruelty to animals, including poisoning, 
and wrote such acts are punishable by law. 

She also referenced the City Corporation Act 
2009, which designates city corporations as 
responsible for managing stray animals.  

Dhaka North City Corporation has initiated an 
investigation into the matter.  

In her letter, Rizwana Hasan described the 
killings as “a horrific act of cruelty towards innocent 
animals” and a blatant violation of the law.  

She urged the livestock ministry to ensure 
a thorough investigation and exemplary 
punishment for the perpetrators.  

‘Implement 
CHT peace 
accord on 
priority basis’ 
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Chittagong 
Hill Tracts Peace 
I m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
Movement yesterday 
urged the interim 
government to include 
the implementation of 
the CHT Peace Accord in 
its agenda as a priority.

In an open letter to 
the chief adviser, the 
platform said despite 
being signed on 
December 2, 1997, key 
elements of the accord 
remain unimplemented.

It creates uncertainty 
for the indigenous 
communities in the CHT 
and across the nation, 
the letter stressed.

“Full implementation 
is essential not only for 
sustainable peace and 
stability in the region 
but also for upholding 
the dignity and rights of 
all indigenous people in 
Bangladesh,” reads the 
letter.

The platform 
placed some demands, 
including a time-bound 
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