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Lack of awareness
FROM PAGE 5

Speaking as chief guest, 
Nurjahan Begum, health 
adviser, emphasised the 
need for more research. 
“Once we have an accurate 
picture, we can address the 
issue effectively,” she said.

Highlighting the lack 
of awareness, she added, 
“If we organise meetings, 
seminars, and visit rural 
households to raise 
awareness about dementia, 
we will see positive results.” 

She also called for 
training caregivers to 
provide compassionate and 
effective care.

Azizul Haque, secretary 

general of the Alzheimer 
Society of Bangladesh, in 
his keynote speech said 
that 55 million people 
suffer from dementia 
worldwide, a number 
expected to triple by 2050.

Despite constitutional 
provisions for senior 
citizens’ rights, the absence 
of clear policies or legal 
frameworks worsens 
challenges, he added. 

NSDA Executive 
Chairman Nasreen Afroz 
chaired the seminar, where 
Prof Nazmul Hossain, DG 
of the Directorate General 
of Medical Education, and 
others also spoke.

Stop bullying, misinformation
FROM PAGE 3

Poet and activist Ferdous 
Ara Rumi linked social 
media misuse to child 
marriage. 

“In villages, the threat 
of ‘making it viral’ is 
commonly used. Families, 
fearing social disgrace, 
often resort to child 
marriage to protect their 
reputation,” she said.

Troy Beckman, 
USAID’s director of 
communications, said the 
youth should play a major 
role in addressing digital 
harassment. 

“Young people are the 
driving force for change in 
Bangladesh and must take 
action against this issue,” 
he said.

Reaz Ahmed, executive 
editor of Dhaka Tribune, 
said national progress 
depends on addressing the 
issues faced by women. 

“Following the July 
Revolution, tackling 
violence against 
women, particularly 
through combatting 
misinformation and 
disinformation, is 
essential,” he said.

The event called for 
stronger legislation, 
enhanced digital literacy, 
and collective action to 
ensure safer spaces for 
women both online and 
offline.

Implement CHT
FROM PAGE 5

plan for the accord’s 
execution, an end to 
military oversight in the 
CHT, empowerment of local 
councils, resolution of land 
disputes, and sustainable 
development initiatives. 

It also called for 
establishing a separate 
land commission for 
plains’ indigenous 
communities and ensuring 
their representation in 

governance.
The movement also 

urged immediate actions 
such as reactivating 
monitoring committees, 
initiating dialogue with 
the CHT Regional Council, 
and addressing indigenous 
rights across the nation. 

“These steps will 
solidify peace, justice, and 
equality for all indigenous 
communities,” said the 
letter.

Attempts on 
FROM PAGE 3

said some “traitors” and 
reckless individuals within 
the country want to harm 
the nation by instigating 
conflict, and pledged to 
reveal the truth in due 
course.

Similarly, Sarjis Alam, 
general secretary of the July 
Shahid Smriti Foundation, 
issued a statement 
yesterday, warning against 
attempts to create chaos 

or anarchy for unjustified 
reasons.

In his post, he said the 
country, its people, and 
public resources must 
come first. 

He called on law 
enforcement to resist any 
attempts to create disorder 
and ensure public safety, 
stressing that maintaining 
peace and unity is 
paramount for the nation’s 
progress.
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Specific laws needed
FROM PAGE 3

identified unequal power 
dynamics as the root 
cause of women’s online 
harassment. He stressed 
genuine empowerment to 
create safer online spaces.

Barrister Tazkia Labeeba 
Karim highlighted 
inadequacies in current 
laws. “There is no clear 
definition of digital sexual 
harassment, and a specific 
law is needed to tackle this 
issue,” she said.

Supreme Court lawyer 
Barrister Tasnuva Shelley 
underlined the importance 
of digital forensic expertise 
and educating lawyers and 
judges on cyber violence 
nuances.

The event also 

showcased a virtual 
documentary on cyber 
violence against women, 
presented by Shahreen 
Tilottoma, programme 
officer at UNDP.

Moderated by Tanjim 
Ferdous, in-charge of NGOs 
and Foreign Missions at The 
Daily Star, the discussion 
saw participants stressing 
collaboration between 
government bodies, social 
media platforms, and 
institutions to ensure a 
safer online environment.

Speakers also 
recommended a national 
campaign to raise 
awareness, challenge 
victim-blaming, and 
promote respect for women 
in digital spaces.

Makeshift stalls take up a majority of this road, leaving little space for vehicles 
using it. Despite authorities removing these shops time and again, they continue to 
return just days later. The photo was taken at Karwan Bazar, Dhaka yesterday.
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DIPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Thai foreign minister’s special envoy 
Dusit Manapan has said Thailand 
is keen to work with Bangladesh on 
resolving the ongoing Rohingya crisis 
and bringing peace in Myanmar.

He also stressed for wide range of 
consultation on border security and 
combating transnational crimes.

Manapan made the comments as 
he met Bangladesh Foreign Secretary 

Jashim Uddin at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs yesterday morning.

They discussed different issues, 
including repatriation of Rohingyas 
to Myanmar, the escalating situation 
in Myanmar, and regional peace and 
security, and bilateral issues such 
as promotion of trade, commerce, 
investment, tourism and connectivity 
between the two countries. 

Bangladesh now shelters over a 
million Rohingya refugee people.

RESOLVING ROHINGYA CRISIS

Thailand keen to work 
with Bangladesh

2nd Edition


