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Tigers in 
trouble after 
Mominul, Liton 
fail to cash in
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh found 
themselves in trouble at 
165-5 after the end of the 
second session on Day 3 
of the first Test against 
the West Indies at the Sir 
Vivian Richards Stadium 
in Antigua today as two of 
their set batters – Mominul 
Haque and Liton Das - 
failed to capitalise on their 
solid starts.

The duo put together a 
flourishing 62-run stand 
but Mominul’s vigil in the 
middle came to a premature 
end right after he reached 
his half-century. 

The left-handed batter, 
who put away three fours 
for his 116-ball 50, got 
trapped lbw when he 
tried to flick a full-length 
delivery bowled by Jayden 
Seales.

Liton (76-ball 40) could 
not make it big either as 
he became pacer Shamar 
Joseph’s first victim when 
he chopped one onto the 
stumps. 

The Windies bowlers 
seized the initiative with 
persistent pressure, while 
the Tigers, behind by 
245 runs at Tea, let the 
opportunity slip on a good 
wicket.   

Hezbollah fires 
160 projectiles  

at Israel
11 people hurt; one Lebanese 
soldier killed, 18 others hurt  

in Israeli strike

AFP, Beirut

Israel’s army said Hezbollah fired around 160 projectiles 
into its territory from Lebanon yesterday, with the group 
saying its attacks had targeted the Tel Aviv area and 
Israel’s south.

The Iran-backed group said in a statement that it 
had “launched, for the first time, an aerial attack using 
a swarm of attack drones on the Ashdod naval base” in 
southern Israel.

Later, it said it fired “a barrage of advanced missiles and 
a swarm of attack drones” at a “military target” in Tel Aviv, 
and had also launched a volley of missiles at the Glilot 
army intelligence base in the city’s suburbs.

The Israeli military did not comment on the specific 
attack claims when contacted by AFP.

But it said earlier that air raid sirens had sounded in 
several locations in central and northern Israel, including 
in the greater Tel Aviv suburbs.

It later reported that “approximately 160 projectiles 
that were fired by the Hezbollah have crossed from 
Lebanon into Israel”. Some of the projectiles were shot 
down.

Medical agencies reported that at least 11 people were 
wounded, including a man in a “moderate to serious” 
condition.

In southern Lebanon, the Lebanese army said an Israeli 
strike on a post killed a soldier.

“One soldier was martyred, and 18 others were injured, 
including some with severe wounds, as a result of an Israeli 
attack targeting a Lebanese army centre in Amriyeh,” the 
army said in a statement.

The Lebanon Ministry of Health said an Israeli drone 
targeted an ambulance as it was heading to Ain Baal for 
a rescue operation. When a second ambulance rushed to 
the scene of the attack, it was also pursued and targeted 
by an Israeli drone.

LDC GRADUATION 

Bangladesh to face 
substantial losses

Finds govt strategy paper; decision  
on graduation to come soon

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The decision on whether Bangladesh will graduate to the developing 
country bracket in 2026 will be taken shortly, said the finance adviser to 
the interim government yesterday.

The issue will be discussed with other important persons including 
the chief adviser in the cabinet soon, said Salehuddin Ahmed, finance 
adviser, at a discussion organised by the Economic Relations Division 
(ERD) at the InterContinental Hotel in Dhaka.

“I will not say more as you will learn about it within a few days,” he said, 
adding that there are some challenges in graduation.

Although Bangladesh passed all three UN criteria to become a 
developing nation in 2021, the country can choose to delay graduation 
from the least-developed country (LDC) bracket, said a finance ministry 
official.

At the meeting, Mohammad Abdur Razzaque, national consultant 
on LDC graduation, presented a study on Bangladesh’s strategy for a 
smooth transition.

LDC graduation could lower exports by 14.3 percent in a year as the 
country’s shipments would be subjected to a 6.7 percent tariff, as per the 
study.
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Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed administers the oath of office to newly appointed Chief Election Commissioner AMM Nasir Uddin at the Supreme Court 
Judges’ Lounge yesterday. Four other election commissioners were also sworn in by the chief justice. PHOTO: PID 

Govt should 
set up minority 

commission
Say speakers, slam exclusion of indigenous 

communities from reform commissions
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at an event yesterday criticised the exclusion of indigenous 
communities from reform commissions and demanded a dedicated minority 
commission to address concerns specific to those communities.

They also called for constitutional recognition of the indigenous communities 
to ensure the rights they are entitled to as citizens of the country.

They made the statements at a 
discussion titled “The Condition of 
Indigenous People in Bangladesh 
and the Way Forward,” organised 
at The Daily Star Centre in Dhaka 
by the Kapaeeng Foundation, a 
human rights organisation.

Addressing the event, 
Iftekharuzzaman, executive 
director of Transparency 
International Bangladesh, 
demanded the abolishment of 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) 
ministry and suggested it be 
replaced with a diversity commission.

He said the ministry had failed in its duty toward indigenous people.
“The Chittagong Hill Tracts Ministry, established under the Chittagong Hill 

Tracts Peace Accord, has completely failed to protect the rights of indigenous 
people. It should be abolished... The ministry has become development-centric, 
subjecting indigenous people to majority rule.”

He further criticised the ministry for focusing on infrastructure projects 
that erode indigenous heritage and culture rather than prioritising the rights 
of local communities.

Iftekharuzzaman, who also serves as the head of the Anti-Corruption Reform 
Commission, emphasised the importance of constitutional recognition for 

“The rights of 
indigenous people 

would never be 
upheld unless all 
citizens viewed 
their struggles 
as a collective 

national concern.” 

Iftekharuzzaman  
executive director of TIB.
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Disband the 
new EC

Demands Jatiya Nagorik Committee, 
urges govt to form EC based on polls 

reform commission’s proposals

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Jatiya Nagorik Committee yesterday demanded the 
dissolution of the recently formed Election Commission, 
replacing it with one based on the proposals to be 
submitted by the Election Reform Commission.

“The government has been compelled by political 
parties to form the election commission before the Election 
Reform Commission submitted its proposals. Such an act 
is tantamount to betraying the commitment of the mass 
uprising,” said Samanta Sharmin, spokesperson of the 
platform, at a press briefing at the nagorik committee’s 
office in the capital’s Bangla Motor area.

The platform rejected the formation and swearing-in 
of the commission, saying that the new EC was formed 
under the fascist framework of the illegitimate president 
and demanded abolishing the Election Commissioners 
Appointment Act, 2022.

“We are surprised to see that the current interim 
government formed a search committee for the Election 
Commission under that law. Whereas repealing that law 
after the July uprising would have been logical,” said 
Samanta.

Students and people from all walks of life are 
stakeholders in the mass uprising, she said, adding that 
the chief adviser cannot make such decisions only by 
consulting with political parties.

“We want the chief adviser and other advisers to ensure 
that their decision-making reflects the aspirations of the 
mass uprising... We hope he understands the message 
from students and the youth, and responds to their call.”

Noting that the government has already exceeded the 
scope and limits of a caretaker government by staying in 
power for more than three months, Samanta further said 
to establish the government’s legitimacy as an active one, 
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BRIBERY CLAIMS

US SEC issues 
summons 
for Adani, 
nephew
REUTERS

The US Securities and 
Exchange Commission 
(SEC) has issued a summons 
to Indian billionaire 
Gautam Adani, indicted 
on US bribery allegations 
related to a bombshell 
federal indictment against 
him, a court filing showed.

The SEC is suing the head 
of the Adani Group and 
his nephew Sagar Adani, 
alleging they engaged 
in hundreds of millions 
of dollars in bribes to 
help an Adani company 
while “falsely touting the 
company’s compliance with 
anti-bribery principles and 
laws in connection with a 
$750 million bond offering.”

The summons requires 
an answer within 21 days, 
according to the filing 
dated Wednesday in 
federal court in the Eastern 
District of New York. The 
SEC suit seeks unspecified 
monetary penalties and 
restrictions on the Adanis 
from serving as officers of 
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City

This car was badly damaged when students from different colleges carried out vandalism inside the Government Shaheed Suhrawardy 
College campus in Old Dhaka yesterday during protests against an alleged attack on their peers from Dr Mahbubur Rahman Mollah College 
situated in the Jatrabari area.   PHOTO: COLLECTED 


