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RUSSIA’S KURSK REGION

Ukraine lost 
over 40pc of 
land it seized
REUTERS, Kyiv

Ukraine has lost over 40 percent of the 
territory in Russia’s Kursk region that it 
captured in a surprise incursion in August 
as Russian forces have mounted waves 
of counter-assaults, a senior Ukrainian 
military source said.

The source said Russia had deployed 
59,000 troops to the Kursk region since 
Kyiv’s forces swept in and advanced swiftly, 
catching Moscow unprepared 2-1/2 years 
into its full-scale invasion of Ukraine.

“At most, we controlled about 1,376 
square kilometres (531 square miles), now 
of course this territory is smaller. The 
enemy is increasing its counterattacks,” 
the source said. 

“Now we control approximately 800 
square kilometres. We will hold this territory 
for as long as is militarily appropriate.”

With the thrust into Kursk, Kyiv aimed 
to stem Russian attacks in eastern and 
northeastern Ukraine, force Russia to pull 
back forces gradually advancing in the east 
and give Kyiv extra leverage in any future 
peace negotiations. 

Mystery drones 
seen over three 
US bases in UK
CNN ONLINE

Unidentified drones have been spotted 
flying over three bases used by the United 
States Air Force in Britain, the two 
countries have confirmed.

The objects were seen between 
Wednesday and Saturday flying over the 
Royal Air Force’s Lakenheath, Mildenhall 
and Feltwell bases, all used by the US Air 
Force (USAF).

“The number of (unmanned aircraft 
systems) fluctuated and they ranged in size/
configuration,” a spokesperson for the US 
Air Forces in Europe said in a statement.

“Installation leaders determined that 
none of the incursions impacted base 
residents or critical infrastructure,” the 
spokesperson added. A spokesperson for 
Britain’s Ministry of Defence said: “We 
take threats seriously and maintain robust 
measures at defence sites. This includes 
counter-drone security capabilities.”

Both nations said they would not 
comment further. The three bases are 
located within a few miles of each other 
in eastern England. Since 1992, Mildenhall 
has been home to the only permanent 
American wing in Europe that conducts 
air refueling operations, while Lakenheath 
houses the USAF’s 48th Fighter Wing, 
which has played a role in post-9/11 
operations in Afghanistan and Iraq.

Main points 
of the $300bn 
climate deal
AFP, Baku

The deal reached at UN climate talks in Azerbaijan 
ramps up the money that wealthy historic emitters 
will provide to help poorer nations transition to 
cleaner energy and adapt to global warming. Here 
are the main points of the agreement reached at 
COP29 in Baku:

$300 BILLION
Under a framework established by the UN in 1992, 
23 developed countries -- and the European Union 
-- historically responsible for most planet-heating 
emissions are obliged to contribute to climate 
finance.

The Baku accord raises the amount of money 
that developed countries must provide to at least 
$300 billion per year by 2035. It is higher than 
the $100 billion that is currently required under a 
previous agreement that runs until next year.

But it falls well short of the $500 billion that 
some developing countries had demanded at the 
fraught negotiations in Baku.

The deal states that the money will come 
directly from a “wide variety of sources” including 
government budgets, private sector investment, 
and other financing.

CHINA ROLE
The United States and EU had pushed to broaden 
the donor base to include countries that are still 
listed as developing but have now become wealthy, 
such as China and Saudi Arabia.

But China, the world’s second-biggest 
economy and top emitter of greenhouse gases, 
has steadfastly refused to change its status while 
recalling that it already provides bilateral aid.

SHARE OF MONEY
The negotiations were also the scene of 
disagreements within the developing world.

The Least Developed Countries bloc had asked 
that it receive $220 billion per year, while the 
Alliance of Small Island States wanted $39 billion 
-- demands that were opposed by other developing 
nations. The figures did not appear in the final 
deal. Instead, it calls for tripling other public funds 
they receive by 2030.

FOSSIL FALLOUT
Activists are worried that the promise to “transition 
away” from fossil fuels -- the main achievement of 
COP28 in Dubai -- disappeared from the final deal 
in Baku.

A text that was supposed to reinforce 
implementation of the landmark agreement was 
ultimately not adopted at the close of COP29, 
after a long battle that had already largely emptied 
it of its substance. 

PTI PROTEST

Pak capital 
locked down
REUTERS, Islamabad

Pakistan’s capital was put 
under a security lockdown 
yesterday ahead of protests 
by supporters of jailed 
former prime minister 
Imran Khan calling for his 
release.

Highways leading to 
Islamabad through which 
supporters of Khan, led by 
members of his Pakistan 
Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) party, 
were expected to approach 
the city and gather near 
the parliament, have been 
blocked.

Most major roads of the 
city have also been blocked 
by the government .

A displaced Palestinian woman tosses water in front of a tent following heavy rainfall north of Deir el-Balah in the central 
Gaza Strip yesterday, amid the ongoing Israeli offensive in the Palestinian enclave. PHOTO: AFP

Hundreds flee Gaza as 

IDF orders evacuations
REUTERS, Cairo

The Israeli military issued new evacuation 
orders to residents in areas of an 
eastern Gaza City suburb, setting 
off a new wave of displacement 
yesterday, and a Gaza hospital 
director was injured in an 
Israeli drone attack, medics 
said.

The new orders for Shejaia 
suburb posted by Israeli 
army spokesperson on X on 
Saturday night were blamed 
on Hamas firing rockets from 
that heavily built-up district in 
the north of Gaza.

“For your safety, you must evacuate 
immediately to the south,” the military’s 
post said. The rocket volley on Saturday was 

claimed by Hamas’ armed wing, which said 
it had targeted an Israeli army base over the 
border.

Footage circulated on social media 
showed residents leaving Shejaia 

on donkey carts and rickshaws, 
with others, including children 

carrying backpacks, walking.
Families living in the 

targeted areas began fleeing 
their homes after nightfall on 
Saturday and into yesterday’s 

early hours, residents and 
Palestinian media said - the 

latest in multiple waves of 
displacement since the offensive 

began 13 months ago.
In central Gaza, at least 10 Palestinians 

were killed in Israeli airstrikes on the camps of 
Al-Maghazi and Al-Bureij since Saturday night.

“I had hoped for a more ambitious 
outcome – on both finance 

and mitigation – to meet the 
great challenge we face. But 

this agreement provides a base 
on which to build. It must be 

honoured in full and on time. 
Commitments must quickly become cash.”

UN chief Antonio Guterres on COP29 deal


