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COASTAL AREAS
New Climate Smart
map to help farmers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Climate Smart maps that highlight climate-related risks
in the coastal areas will help agricultural officials and
farmers execute location-specific adaptation plans to
mitigate climate risks and grow crops, said speakers at a
programme yesterday.

The remarks came at the launching programme of the
climate-smart mapping and adaptation planning held
at the Bangladesh Agriculture Research Council (BARC)
auditorium in the capital.

The International Rice Research Institute ( in
collaboration with the Center for Environmental and
Geographic Information Services jointly developed the
Climate-Smart Mapping and Adaptation Planning.

The CS-MAP, developed under the CGIAR Research
Initiative for Asian Mega-Delta, offers a participatory
approach to identifying climate-related risks, assessing
their impacts, and creating detailed maps and adaptation
plans for agriculture in 10 coastal districts.

Being one of the most risk-prone countries for
extreme climatic disasters, Bangladesh faces an array of

The CS-MAP, developed under the CGIAR
Research Initiative for Asian Mega-
Delta, offers a participatory approach

to identilying climate-related risks,
assessing their impacts, and creating
detailed maps and adaptation plans for
agriculture in 10 coastal districts.

challenges, including salinity intrusion, erratic rainfall,
and rising temperatures, which threatens food security
and rural livelihoods.

A 164-page atlas was published under the project
and it would be sent to all local agricultural office in 10
coastal districts including Khulna, Satkhira, Patuakhali,
Bagerhat, Pirojpur, Narail, Gopalganj, Barishal and Bhola.

Speakers said CS-MAP is an innovative tool thatintegrates
scientific research with local expertise to map climate risks
and provide location-specific adaptation strategies.

“The map will help the agricultural officials to execute
the adaptation plans for a certain crop,” said Mostafizur
Rahman, director Climate Change and Disaster
Management, CEGIS during his presentation of the map.

Humnath Bhandari, IRRIrepresentative to Bangladesh,
said farmers and agricultural officials have been using
these tools for last three years and it is helping them a lot.

Mohammad Emdad Ullah Mian, Secretary of the
Ministry of Agriculture, was present as the Chief Guest,
while Mohammad Khalequzzaman, Director General,
BRRI; Saiful Alam, Director General, DAE; Nazmun Nahar
Karim, Executive Chairman, BARC and Zakir Hossain,
Additional Secretary, Extension Wing, Ministry of

Md Badsha transports milk from small dairy farms in Kaptai, Chattogram, to
customers in the Noapara area of Raozan upazila, including local residents and
sweet shops. He makes this journey twice daily, delivering around 250 litres of
milk and earning approximately Tk 1,500, which supports his family and covers
his educational expenses. This photo was taken in the Madunaghat area of
Hathazari upazila recently.
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56 premature babies
born every hour: study

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Every hour, 56 premature babies are
born in the country, amounting to an
average of 1,340 such births daily, said
speakers citing a study at a programme
yesterday.

Bangladesh ranked number one out
of 103 countries in terms of pre-term
birth rate in 2020. Each year, 4,88,600
premature babies are born, they added.

To address this, proper policy
implementation needs to be
strengthened, said experts at the
workshop titled “Dialogue on the
Premature Burden, Intervention Status,
and Innovations in Bangladesh”, jointly
organised by Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University and icddr,b.

Ahmed Ehsanur Rahman, scientist
of Maternal and Child Health Division
of icddr,b, said if babies are born before
completing 40 weeks of gestation,
they are at risk of respiratory distress,
jaundice, and anaemia. They tend to
have lower body temperatures and
weakened immune systems. They also
face risks of cerebral palsy, epilepsy, or

visual impairment. Additionally, their
mental development may not progress
properly.

Citing a Lancet study from March
2024, conducted in 103 countries, he
said out of every 100 newborns, 16.2
are preterm, meaning Bangladesh has
the highest rate of preterm births in
the world. Also, 23 percent of newborns
in Bangladesh are born with low-birth-
weight.

More than 24,900 newborns born
prematurely and with low-birth-weight
die each year in Bangladesh. This means
that three such newborns die every hour,
Rahman added.

Professor Md Abdul Mannan, head
of Neonatology Department at BSMMU,
presented a paper about the ongoing
efforts to prevent premature births in
the country.

He said 24,957 babies die due to
premature births annually, which means
68 newborns die daily. There are three
approaches to treating premature and
low-birth-weight newborns — antenatal
corticosteroids, kangaroo mother care

TK 1,161CR GRAFT
5 ex, present
officials

of Biman
sent to jail

COURT
CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
sent five former and
present  officials  of
Biman Bangladesh
Airlines to jail, rejecting
their bail petitions in a
Tk 1,161 crore corruption
case.

The officials are:
former deputy chief
engincer Md Shafiqul
Alam Siddique,
former principal

engineer (services and
audit) Shahid Uddin
Mohmmad Hanif,
former deputy engineer
Md Shahjahan, former

engineer Md Jahid
Hossain, and principal
system engineer

(structure) Sharif Ruhul
Kuddus.

Judge Md Zakir
Hossain  of  Dhaka
Metropolitan Senior

Special Judge’s Court
passed the order after
they surrendered before
the court and submitted
petitions seeking bail in
the case.

The prosecution
opposed the bail
petitions saying the

charges brought against
them were primarily
proved, and hence they
should be sent to jail
after dismissing their
bail prayers.

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

Judiciary Reform
Commission
seeks opinions
from stakeholders

Launches website
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Judiciary Reform Commission (JRC) formed
by the interim government has launched a website
to solicit opinions from stakeholders on necessary
reforms in the judiciary.

The JRC has sought opinions from the general
people, including judges, lawyers and court-
related support staffers by December 7, a JRC
press release said.

Separate questionnaires have been provided on
the website (www.jrc.gov.bd) to collect feedback
from different sections of the population and
stakeholders. The commission has requested
everyone to fill out the selected questionnaires

SEE PAGE 4 COL 4

10 burnt in N’ganj
factory explosion

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narayanganj

At least 10 workers were injured in an explosion
at a factory in Meghna ghat area of Narayanganj’s
Sonargaon upazila yesterday morning.

The victims were undergoing treatment at
Sheikh Hasina National Institute of Burn & Plastic
Surgery in Dhaka, said Shawon Bin Rahman,
resident surgeon of the hospital.

All the victims suffered 15 to 20 burn injuries
during the blast, he also said.

Quoting the victims, the physician said that the
incident took place at a factory of Bashundhara
Group around 10:00am yesterday.

Abdul Mannan, deputy assistant director of
Fire Service and Civil Defence (Narayanganj-2),

SEE PAGE 4 COL 5
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E-Tender Notice
This is to notify all concern that the following tender is invited in the national e-GP portal
5L Tender Package | Tender ID Mame of Goods Tender Publishing,
No. No No closing date & time
01 |Package No-1 1039185 | Supply of Dietary article Package No-1 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025. 10 December 2024; 10:00.00
02 |Package No-2 1039149 | Supply of Dietary article Package Mo-2 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 ta June/2025, 10 December 2024; 10:30:00
03 |Package No-4 1039248 | Supply of Dietary article Package No-4 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025, 10 December 2024; 11:00:00
04 |Package No-5 1039311 | Supply of Dietarv article Package No-5 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025 10 December 2024; 11:30.00
05 |Package No-G 1039330 Supply of Dietary article Package No-6 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 1 June/2025 10 Decermnber 2024; 12:00:00
06 |Package No-7 1039347 | Supply of Dietary mrucle Packape No-7 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025, 10 December 2024; 12:30:00
07 |Package No-8 1039530 | Supply of Dwetary ariicle Package No-8 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 1o hune/2025 10 December 2024; 13:00:00
08 |Package No-9 1039634 | Supplv of Dietary article Package No-=19 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the penod of January/2025 to June/2025 10 December 2024; 13:30:00
09 |Package No-10 | 1039661 | Supply of Dietary article Package No-10 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025, 10 December 2024; 14:00:00
10 |Package No-11 | 1039738 | Supply of Dietary article Package No-11 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 to June/2025. 10 December 2024; 14:30:00
11 |Package No-12 | 1039988 | Supply of Dietary article Package No-12 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the period of January/2025 o June/2023, 10 December 2024; 15:00,00
12 |Package No-13 | 1040100 | Supply of Dietary article Packape No-13 for | 25 November 2024; 10:00:00
the penod of January/2025 to June/2025 10 December 2024; 15:30:00

This is an online Tender where only e-Tender will be accepted in the national e-GP portal and no
offline/hard copies will be accepted. To submit e-tender, registration in the National e-GP portal
(http://www.eprocure.gov.bd) is required. Further information and guidelines are available in the

national e-GP system portal and from e-GP help desk (http://helpdeski@eprocure.gov.bd).
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Mohammad Humayun Kabir Khan
BJ NO-D2780000249
Jail Superintendent
Manikganj District Jail.
Phone Mo-0222337 1336 (office)




