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Santal woman 
murdered in 
Dinajpur
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Dinajpur

A woman from indigenous 
Santal community has been 
murdered in Birampur 
upazila of Dinajpur.

The deceased was 
identified as Bishani Pahan, 
53, an agricultural worker 
and resident of Benupur 
villager under the upazila. 

Her body was recovered 
from a paddy field in the 
upazila yesterday morning, 
with her hands and legs 
found tied up. 

Confirming the matter, 
Monjurul Islam, assistant 
superintendent of police 
(Birampur Circle), said 
Bishani left her home for 
work on Friday but did not 
return later. 

Locals of neighbouring 
Daudpur village found her 
body in paddy field and 
informed police. Later, 
police recovered the body 
and sent it to Dinajpur 
Medical College Hospital 
for autopsy, the ASP also 
said. 

A case will be filed in this 
connection, he added.

One killed in 
road accident
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

A motorcycle rider died in a road accident on 
Jashore-Jhenaidah highway on Friday night.

The deceased was identified as Imran Hossain, 
30, a representative of Opsonin Pharmaceutical. 

Imran on his way to return home after work 
when he lost control over the motorcycle and 
collided with a truck in Barobazar area of Jashore 
Sadar upazila around 9:00pm. 

Locals rushed him to Kaliganj Upazila Health 
Complex, where he succumbed to his injuries 
around 9:30pm.

Confirming the matter, Mohsin Hossain, 
officer-in-charge of Barobazar Highway Police 
Station, said police seized the truck but its driver 
managed to flee the scene. 

CARETAKER GOVT SYSTEM

Hearing on three 
petitions today
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Appellate Division of the Supreme Court is set 
to hold a hearing today on three separate review 
petitions challenging its 2011 verdict that scrapped 
the non-party caretaker government system.

The petitions have been included in today’s 
cause list of the six-member Appellate Division 
bench headed by Chief Justice Syed Refaat Ahmed, 
according to the SC website.

On October 24, the apex court fixed today the 
hearing on three review petitions.

BNP, Jamaat-e-Islami and five citizens lodged 
review petitions with the Appellate Division earlier 
to turn down its 2011 verdict that scrapped the non-
party caretaker government system.

The first review petition was lodged by five 
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ARUN BIKASH DEY, Chattogram

The Public Works Department completed 
the renovation work of the Jatisangha 
Park in Chattogram city’s Panchlaish 
area around two months back, after 
significant delays. However, the park still 
remains off-limits to public.  

Decision to reopen the park lingers 
in face of the question on how will it be 
reopened and who will inaugurate it. 

Meanwhile, common people of 
the port city’s Panchlaish, Katalganj, 
Chawkbazar, Kapasgola, Badurtola, 
Shulakbahar, Mirzarpool, Parobarttak, 
Sugandha and Muradpur areas remain 
deprived of the public park’s facilities in 
absence of any alternative.

Abdul Aziz, a local resident of 
Panchlaish area, said the park should be 
reopened immediately as the renovation 
work has already been completed.

“If the park is opened, residents, 
especially the children and elderly people 
will be benefitted,” he added.

The 59-year-old park is situated on a 
2.17-acre land.

PWD in Chattogram renovated 
the park under its Green Garden 
Development Project between January 
2023 and September this year at a cost of 

Tk 12.62 crore. 
Babar Associates and Coronation 

Corporation, a joint venture, carried out 
the renovation work.

During a recent visit, it was seen that 
the park was ready to open. The walkway, 
sitting arrangements for visitors, fountain 
and all other facilities have been installed. 
Although the gate was found closed, the 
park’s beauty could be seen from outside 
through the iron grills of its boundary wall.

Contacted, Kamrul Islam Khan, 
executive engineer of PWD, Chattogram 
(Div-1), said, “We have sent a letter to the 
Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
last month inquiring about the decision 
on the park’s reopening.”

“We are now waiting for the ministry’s 
decision on how will the park be reopened 
and who will inaugurate it,” he added.

JATISANGHA PARK IN PORT CITY

Renovation done, 
reopening delayed

COMMUNAL VIOLENCE

‘Attempts to 
downplay it 
concerning’
Speakers tell rally
STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Students, youths, and leaders of Hindu 
community yesterday expressed 
deep concern over what they termed 
as attempts, both nationally and 
internationally, to downplay the 
incidents of communal violence across 
the country since August 5.

They said this at a protest rally 
organised by Bangladesh Youth Unity 
Council in front of the Jatiya Press Club. 
Shimul Saha, president of the council, 
presided over the event.

Speakers at the rally said the minority 
community members are anxious and 
fearful as there has yet to be any visible or 
appropriate action from the government 
while incidents of communal violence 
continue to occur in different parts of 
the country.

They also criticised Attorney General 
Md Asaduzzaman’s recent remarks 
during a High Court hearing where he 
supported removing secularism from 
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Female volunteers assist firefighters in extinguishing a blaze that erupted in the basement of a commercial-residential building 
near Tejgaon College in Farmgate, Dhaka, yesterday morning. The fire was brought under control within a few hours, with no 
casualties reported. PHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Need urgent 
action to protect 
haor fish breeding
Says fisheries adviser

UNB, Dhaka

Fisheries and Livestock Adviser 
Farida Akhter has criticised the 
lack of responsibility shown in 
preserving fish breeding cycles 
in the haor region, labelling it a 

shortsighted approach by both 
consumers and fish harvesters.
“Haor fisheries are a gift of nature, 

and neglecting their preservation is a 
significant disservice,” she said at a stakeholder 
consultation workshop on conserving haor 
fisheries, held at Khans Palace Convention Hall in 
Sylhet’s Subidbazar yesterday.

Farida Akhter highlighted the detrimental 
impact of human interventions on fish breeding, 
which include the construction of unplanned 
barriers and roads that obstruct fish movement 
and the use of illegal nets that have decimated 
indigenous fish species.

Farida Akhter emphasised the importance of 
recognising and supporting genuine fishermen, 
saying many have been marginalised in favour 
of profit-driven exploiters. “The term ‘original 
fishermen’ reflects the injustices faced by those 
genuinely dependent on this profession.” 

She called for the modernisation of fishing 
practices to ensure sustainability and dignity for 
those involved.

The adviser suggested increasing awareness 
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