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Bhutan envoy 
calls on 
Fakhrul
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Bhutan’s Ambassador to 
Dhaka Rinchen Kuentsyl 
yesterday met BNP 
Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir and 
discussed ways to enhance 
the effectiveness of SAARC.

Standing Committee 
Member Amir Khasru 
Mahmud Chowdhury 
briefed reporters after 
the meeting at the party 
chairperson’s office in 
Gulshan. “In the coming 
days, we want to expand 
this (SAARC operations) on 
a larger scale through a Free 
Trade Agreement between 
Bhutan and Bangladesh. 
There is good potential for 
this,” he added.

Highlighting Bhutan’s 
proposal of exporting 
hydroelectric power to 
Bangladesh, the BNP 
leader said, “Bhutan has a 
hydroelectric power capacity 
of 30,000 megawatts, and 
we see an opportunity for 
collaboration in this sector.”

Climate migrants 
in Khulna demand 

access to civic facilities
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Khulna

Climate change has forced many residents of the 
southwestern region of Bangladesh to leave their homes 
and migrate to nearby cities, including Khulna, said 
speakers at a workshop yesterday.

However, these displaced individuals, often referred 
to as climate migrants, face significant challenges in 
accessing essential civic facilities in their new urban 
environments, they said.

The daylong workshop, titled “Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Climate Adaptation in High-Risk Areas of Khulna 
and Satkhira”, organised by Caritas Bangladesh, was held 
at the Caritas Auditorium in Khulna city.

The speakers further noted that since these migrants 
are not permanent residents of the city and their voter ID 
cards are registered elsewhere, they are unable to access vital 
services provided by the city corporation or the government. 

Without city-based voter IDs, they are denied basic 
amenities such as water, electricity, and other utilities.

In response to these hardships, climate migrants are 
urging authorities to ensure their access to civic facilities 
in Khulna. They are also calling for a simplified process to 
transfer voter registration to their new locations.

Climate-induced migrants living in Khulna City 
Corporation areas, especially wards 9, 21, 22, and 31, 
attended the workshop. 

Albino Nath, regional director (designate) of Caritas 
Khulna region, and Md Abdul Karim, district relief and 
rehabilitation officer of Khulna, were also present.

RMG workers block 
Dhaka-Aricha highway

Demand safe roads following death of four killings
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Savar

Workers of Graphics Textile Limited 
factory staged a two-hour blockade on 
the Dhaka-Aricha Highway in Sreerampur 
yesterday morning, to press home their 
three-point demands following a road 
accident in Dhamrai on Wednesday night 
that claimed the lives of four colleagues.

The protest began at 9:20am and ended 
at 11:30am.

Their three-point demands include 
a general holiday for the factory, 
compensation for the families of the 
deceased and proper medical treatment 
for the injured, and the introduction of a 
dedicated transport system for employees.

Monirul Islam, officer-in-charge of 
Dhamrai Police Station, said that the 
protesting workers left the highway and 
gathered in front of the factory by 11:30am.

“The factory has declared today 
[yesterday] a general holiday, and 
discussions are ongoing between the 
police, factory authorities, and workers to 
address their demands,” he said.

The accident occurred around 9:30pm on 
Wednesday in the Khagurta area of Dhamrai 
when a truck collided with a bus carrying 
factory workers. Four RMG workers were 
killed and at least 18 injured in the incident.

The workers blamed the accident on 
driver negligence and urged authorities to 
implement immediate safety measures.

Fishermen clean their nets in preparation for venturing out to sea. Fishing from Dublar Char in the Sundarbans is permitted for five months 
each year. During this period, a fisherman earns between Tk 60,000 and Tk 1,50,000 by fishing and drying fish. The photo was taken at 
Dublar Char in the Sundarbans yesterday. 

Shahjahan 
Omar arrested
OUR CORRESPONDENT, 
Barishal

F o r m e r 
A w a m i 
L e a g u e 
l a w m a k e r 
B a r r i s t e r 
Shahjahan 
Omar was 
arrested yesterday morning 
in Jhalakathi in connection 
with a case over vandalism 
of a local BNP office.

He was arrested around 
10:00am in the Pingri of 
Rajapur upazila, said Ismail 
Hossain, officer-in-charge 
of Rajapur Police Station.

Shahjahan had been in 
hiding since the fall of the 
Awami League government 
on August 5.

He was travelling to 
Rajapur in a private car 
around 9:00am, when 
a group of individuals 
reportedly attacked him, 
his driver and his vehicle in 
Pingri, the OC said.

On information, the 
police arrived at the scene 
and arrested Shahjahan.

Shahjahan contested the 
January 7 parliamentary 
elections under the Awami 
League banner after 
resigning from the BNP, 
where he had served as vice 
chairman.

His switch to the AL led 
to his expulsion from the 
BNP for violating party 
discipline.
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STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Fuel prices can be reduced by 
Tk 10-15 per litre, if the current 
mechanism used by Bangladesh 
Petroleum Corporation (BPC) is 
revised, according to the Centre for 
Policy Dialogue (CPD).

BPC has been making profits 
from fuel sales despite following 
an automated formula to fix the 
prices since March this year, as the 

formula was not formed based on 
actual cost, it also said. 

“The profit margin of BPC is 
unethical,” said CPD in their latest 
study titled “Market-based Fuel 
Pricing: Government-led Initiatives 
and Possible Revision”, which was 
unveiled in a dialogue at a city hotel 
yesterday. 

In the study, the think-tank 
recommended revising the formula 
under the Bangladesh Energy 

Regulatory Commission (BERC).
The study says that the adopted 

pricing mechanism applies a 
financing charge of nine percent 
per litre, which is excessively high 
without adequate justification. 

Besides, the basis for determining 
other rates such as commission for 
letters of credit, transit loss, and 
crude oil processing loss is not 
transparent and needs thorough 
reviews, it also said. 

Additionally, exchange rate 
determination and adjustments 
are unclear in the formula and 
multi-layered taxes and duties, 
determined by National Board of 
Revenue rates, significantly increase 
the final price for consumers.

Presenting the study’s findings, 
Helen Mashiyat Preoty, senior 
research associate of CPD, said 
the Ministry of Power, Energy and 
Mineral Resources didn’t approve 

BERC’s regulations to fix the fuel 
prices for the last 12 years. “The 
ministry never gave the power of 
fixing fuel prices to BERC, which 
is the legal authority to fix it after 
holding public hearings,” she added.

Prof M Shamsul Alam, 
energy adviser to the Consumer 
Association of Bangladesh, said 
a speech of the energy adviser to 
the interim government created 
confusion that they [the ministry] 

want to keep the authority of fuel 
pricing to themselves.

“It wouldn’t happen in the new 
Bangladesh. BERC is the legal 
authority for fixing all sorts of 
fuel prices and BPC is simply a 
licensee of the commission. The 
government considers BPC only as 
a source of revenue, as they take 
Tk 13,000-14,000 crore per year as 
taxes and dividends,” he added.
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BPC’s fuel pricing formula 
needs to be revised

Says CPD, deems its current profit margin unethical
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Ministry of Power, Energy and Mineral 
Resources didn’t approve BERC’s 

regulations to fix the fuel prices for 
the last 12 years. The ministry never 

gave the power of fixing fuel prices to 
BERC, which is the legal authority to 

fix it after holding public hearings.

HELEN MASHIYAT PREOTY
Senior research associate, CPD


