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Alam demanded a reform 
commission in the power 
and energy sector.

BERC Chairman Jalal 
Ahmed said they will 
reexamine the annual 
reports of all companies 
under the Power and 
Energy Ministry.

“We will hire a third party 
to thoroughly examine 
the reports of around 
50 companies, to find if 
there were any illogical 
expenditures for the sake of 
consumers,” he said.

BPC should be a profitable 
organisation, but it should 
be rational, he added.

However, at the dialogue, 
BPC Chairman Amin Ul 
Ahsan said the yearly profit 
of the BPC is rational. It’s 
an organisation which has 
around Tk 50,000 crore 
turnover.

“The profit is only 7 
percent of that amount, 
which is not excessive. 
We, the officials of the 
corporation, don’t take 

any profit bonuses from 
that amount, we have 
some development projects 
which require investment,” 
he said.

He also said that it 
is possible to increase 
the efficiency of BPC by 
decreasing the costs in 
different stages, which they 
have been doing.

“We have initiated an 
automatic distribution 
system from the seaport to 
the distribution points to 
reduce the system losses and 
theft. We had been trying 
for a long time to build the 
second refinery, but due to 
shortening in capital, it has 
been delayed,” he added.

Khalid Ahmed, 
Additional Secretary of 
Energy Division, said most 
of the depot employees are 
millionaires. Digitisation 
is the only way to reduce 
system losses and other 
expenditures.

President pays
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President Shahabuddin 
also signed the visitors’ 
book there.

Upon his arrival at 
Shikha Anirban, chiefs of 
the three services and the 
principal staff officer (PSO) 
of the Armed Forces Division 
received the president.

Bangladesh observes 
November 21 as Armed 
Forces Day marking the 
day in 1971 when the army, 
the navy, and the air force 
launched a coordinated 
offensive against Pakistani 
forces.

APBn at odds with aviation force
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was found broken. The 
APBn logo from the office 
gate was also removed, in 
which, a sign shows “BAF 
Task Force”.

Ershad Ahmed, 
officer-in-charge of the 
Airport Police Station, 
told The Daily Star, “We 
have informed the CAAB 
chairman about the GD. 
Both are government 
bodies, and the CAAB 
chairman is responsible for 
handling airport-related 
issues. We expect the 
chairman to resolve the 
matter.”
NO MAJOR DETECTION 
IN THREE MONTHS
APBn officials say they had 
done great work when they 
were allowed to work freely.

According to the 
database, the APBn has 
seized 1,008 kilogrammes 
of gold, 3.54 lakh yaba, 
58,621 cartons of cigarettes, 
2,928 litres of liquor, and 
47,737 kilogrammes of 
cosmetics.

But now, confusion 
arises while preventing 
criminal offences.

For instance, on October 
26, two Chinese nationals 
and two Bangladeshi 
women were allegedly 
found involved in an 
altercation in the departure 
area of HSIA. 

The women were 
suspected to be victims 
of trafficking, but the 
AVSEC members released 
them all after taking an 
undertaking, whereas the 

matter should have been 
addressed through legal 
proceedings.
MINISTRY INQUIRES ON 
CAAB AUTHORITY
In another development, 
the finance ministry has 
asked the CAAB to explain 
in writing under whose 
direction the members of 
the Bangladesh Air Force 
(BAF) have been deployed 
at HSIA. 

Signed by the finance 
ministry deputy secretary 
Syed Ali Bin Hasan, the 
letter was sent to the CAAB 
chairman on October 29.

The letter, a copy of 
which The Daily Star 
obtained, reads, “Whether 
the consent of the chief 
adviser, who’s in charge of 
the Ministry of Defense, has 
been obtained regarding 
the inclusion of 1,450 
members of Bangladesh 
Air Force under the In 
Aid to Civil Power Act? Is 
there any scope to engage 
members of the Air Force 
under the act as per CAAB 
rules or regulations?”

The letter also made 
inquiries on the relevant 
rules for CAAB to disburse 
allowance to Air Force 
members engaged under 
the In Aid to Civil Power 
Act, how much money from 
CAAB’s fund will be used 
to pay their allowances, 
and whether this amount 
is consistent with CAAB’s 
financial income and 
expenditure.

In another letter on 
November 3, the Ministry of 

Civil Aviation and Tourism 
also sought clarification 
from the CAAB chairman 
on the increase in 
manpower engaged in 
airport security.

Regarding the letters, 
CAAB chairman Monjur 
Kabir said, “It is routine 
work. The chief adviser has 
approved the deployment 
of Air Force members in 
aid to civil power. We have 
already responded to the 
ministry query.”

24 return home from 
Indian prison

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Benapole

Twenty-four Bangladeshi men and 
women returned home through the 
Benapole port on Wednesday night, 
following two years of imprisonment in 
an Indian jail for illegal entry.

The Indian Petrapole Immigration 
Police handed over the returnees 
to Benapole Immigration Police 
around 9:30pm under a travel permit 
arrangement.

An NGO named Rights Jessore 
received the returnees yesterday morning 
and took them to a shelter home for 
further assistance, before they are 
eventually reunited with their families.

The returnees are residents of Dhaka, 
Pabna, and Munshiganj districts, reports 
our Benapole correspondent.

One of the returnees, Shahana 

Khatun, said they had entered India 
illegally two and a half years ago, lured by 
the promise of better job opportunities.

They were later arrested by Kolkata 
police and sentenced to jail for illegal entry.

After completing their prison 
terms, an Indian NGO named Rescue 
Foundation took them to a shelter home 
before facilitating their return.

Imtiaz Ahsanul, officer-in-charge of 
Benapole Port Police Station, said human 
traffickers were responsible for luring the 
individuals to India under false pretences.

The Benapole upazila administration 
and immigration authorities handed 
over the returnees to the Benapole Port 
Police Station on Wednesday night.

Taufiq Zaman, field officer of Rights 
Jessore, confirmed that the returnees will 
be reunited with their families after being 
processed through the shelter home.

Toby Cadman
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to establish a domestic 
tribunal with international 
support to try people 
accused of committing 
crimes against humanity 
during the student-led 
revolution, according to a 
BSS report.

“Bangladesh quickly 
needs to establish an 
effective domestic legal 
framework for truth, justice, 
and accountability that was 
properly supported by the 
international community 

and endorsed by the people 
of Bangladesh,” the chief 
adviser’s press wing quoted 
Cadman as saying.

Cadman said they were 
ready to support Bangladesh 
to develop a framework for 
the extradition of persons 
involved in crimes against 
humanity, economic crimes, 
and political corruption who 
fled the country with their 
ill-gotten assets. 

He also presented a 
number of proposals to the 
chief adviser.

Give students 
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textbooks cover the 
RTI Act, teachers lack 
training, and the allocated 
10-minute lesson time is 
insufficient.

The study recommended 
teacher training, extended 
instructional time, 
storytelling techniques, 
and practical classroom 
activities to make RTI 
education more effective.

Prof Syedur Rahman, 
DSHE training director, 
said he would advocate for 
improved RTI teaching if 

The Carter Center and MJF 
provided further support, 
while stressing the need to 
prevent misuse of the law.

Md Arif, secretary of the 
Information Commission, 
urged correct RTI 
application and suggested 
involving teachers in 
textbook development to 
better address students’ 
needs.

Teachers, researchers, 
and officials from 
government and non-
government organisations 
also spoke at the event.

Will defend Sheikh
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Earlier in the day, the 
Appellate Division had 
suspended the High 
Court’s bail order for 
former Additional Attorney 
General Mehedi Hasan 
Chowdhury in a case filed 
with allegations of murder 
related to incidents in July 
and August.

The order was issued 
by the Appellate Division, 
led by Chief Justice Syed 
Refaat Ahmed.

Lawyer ZI Khan Panna 
represented the accused 
while Attorney General 
Md Asaduzzaman and 
Additional Attorney General 
Barrister Aneek R Haque 
represented the state.

Shafik Rehman
FROM PAGE 3

Mahmudur Rahman, 
former editor of Amar 
Desh, was also sentenced 
to seven years in the same 
case. He is currently out 
on bail. Three others—
Mohammad Ullah Mamun, 
his son Rizvi Ahmed Caesar, 
and businessman Mizanur 
Rahman Bhuiyan—were 
also handed seven-year jail 
terms in absentia, along 
with Tk 5,000 fines or an 
additional three months in 
jail for non-payment.  

According to the 
charges, Shafik and 
Mahmudur masterminded 
the plot, aided by Mamun, 
while Rizvi bribed an FBI 
agent for information on 
Joy.  

The case, filed by the 
Detective Branch in 2015, 
accused several BNP 
leaders of conspiring to 
abduct and kill Joy, the ICT 
adviser to Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina.  

Shafik, 85, a British 
citizen, is a veteran 
journalist who worked for 
several media outlets.  
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AZAN

JAMAAT

Fazr

5-05

5-40

Juma  

12-30

1-15

Asr

3-45

4-00

Maghrib

5-21

5-24

Esha

7-00

7-30

HC scraps
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Labour, which is authorised 
to file such cases, had not 
done so.

The defamation case 
stemmed from a 2007 AFP 
interview where Dr Yunus 
said Bangladeshi politicians 
prioritise personal gain over 
public interest. Advocate 
Nazrul Islam Chunnu filed 
the suit in 2011, but the HC 
dismissed it, citing that 
Chunnu was neither named 
in the interview nor directly 
affected by the statement.

Deputy Attorney General 
Md Jashim Sarker said 
the state plans to appeal 
the HC verdicts before the 
Appellate Division.

Dr Yunus and Nazneen 
Sultana were earlier 
granted bail in all the cases.

Students of Cantonment Public School and College perform a dance holding 
the national flag on the field near Lebukhali Payra Bridge in Bakerganj upazila, 
Barishal, yesterday to mark Armed Forces Day. PHOTO: TITU DAS


