DHAI(Q THURSDAY NOVEMBER 21, 2024, AGRAHAYAN 6, 1431 BS
@he Baily Star

SUPPLEMENT

i AR FreeT-20a8 Bemrmr Wit et o, ot 6 e afedie e
HAHILS GIWIE SR Ao ¢ wiewad |

iz AT oo = o mwmw e T = seey WieW wEW IfEere
wTEreTEE Aot Ay ¢ fin ww «fEwee, 1 eehin e 9w A
e faraferem | =ifit <8 =y =mae ==fe wom sferee Risy o o @
(RCH F18ea (TS WG AFweiee Scgreriem E aifen g Awenoas | =i
BFE e i o e FE $fE ) =it i afEmEmEm gees e s e
e wAae afe 8w Fawe weite | I e AfEaE w9eeE e
Frargetre w1l 8tz =ew e R IR |

e Yferen wa facy e e sy S s o e S o8 |
A dead AFE 23 Tews foq aifen AREesne gamr AT Bw wHas
el AfanEm @ | foq afee Al oF e e e e o) g
AT TR BRI 2y e @l il e

T Wfwe e AEStwy wEw www Wity e e c-cme
gFfeE AP 8 WEW M6 @ (GEEE S ANANORE
GferisETe FHs 74 AL Jgge ThieT AFF <= | 957 FEE-SrE I
BA-ESTE STET W e wikrgrary, Ll © (e YR qera e
W PG | (OIS 7, ST AT el Snfeee =il i s e
(TS WS, WATD R, Wewl ¢ few e Wty oFw wE ey
AT SIS TegH BT LT |

il e, sy ¢ aféfrs g e oeem FEeElng T9E ST
A | e Az Sy e el spenf aifEnenre 1w
weyfrs A T, @ FErhe T8 At ame wgfe, ww e sfedie
+a0d | 7w afEE Sa (orge ofe e Sy, qEifae fege, mwa,
IS ST R AR e 437 e | e aifERi e s aiE e
(rerga &f oA STE (T S0 SN 6 (iR ST e e e
HAFS A= ) 2SI |

i #y AEA Temes AE R AT A A9 6 SRAd
AR SRS T, <1 ¢ T T

AreEee! fomdar o |

o bt
Gls Arrgwe

7B+ & iy e e

MESSAGE

CHIEF OF ARMY STAFF
Bangladesh Army

21st November is the Armed Forces Day of Bangladesh. It signifies the
glorious history of Bangladesh that epitomizes the spirit of patriotism, solidarity,
courage and supreme sacrifices of Bengali Nation. On this day in 1971, the valiant
members of our Army, Navy and Air Force along with the Freedom Fighters of
Bangladesh launched a combined offensive against the Pakistani occupation
forces from land, sea and air which accelerated the final victory on 16 December
1971.

By sacrificing millions of invaluable lives, Bangladesh achieved its
sovereignty, an independent map and a national flag. The Armed Forces Day
reminds us of those inspiring stories of selfless sacrifices, and revives the
espirit-de-corps among the members of three services. On this special day, I pay
homage to our greatest heroes who made supreme sacrifices for our
independence. My special tribute to the valiant members of Bangladesh Armed
Forces who laid down their lives during and after the Liberation War for the cause
of our dear motherland. | pray to Almighty Allah for the salvation of their departed
souls, and convey my heartfelt gratitude and empathy to the members of all the
bereaved families.

The Armed Forces is a symbol of unity, strength and pride of our nation.
Besides, the primary role of safeguarding the sovereignty and territorial integrity
of the country, members of Bangladesh Armed Forces, particularly Bangladesh
Army are performing a wide variety of responsibilities including maintaining
peace and stability in Chattogram Hill Tracts, national development activities,
disaster management and assisting distressed people. On this auspicious day, I like
to thank the people of Bangladesh for keeping their trust on Bangladesh Army,
and extending full support during all national development and disaster
management activities. | like to mention with pleasure that our Armed Forces
could eamn the trust and love of people beyond our borders.

Our Armed Forces personnel are also risking their lives every day to
promote and sustain peace and stability in distant lands. Through our sincerity,
dedication, relentless efforts and sheer professionalism, we have achieved our
position as one of the top troops contributing countries in the United Nations
which is a great accomplishment for all of us.

On this auspicious day, I convey my heartfelt gratitude and felicitations to
all the members of Bangladesh Armed Forces who bear the indomitable spirit of
our Liberation War in their hearts. I also extend my thanks and gratitude to all who
have worked at different levels for publishing the special supplement to national
dailies to mark the Armed Forces Day-2024, | solicit the divine blessings for the
continued progress and prosperity of Bangladesh Armed Forces.

May Allah bless us all.

WAKER-UZ-ZAMAN
General

Special Supp

Armed Forces in the Liberation War

Bangladesh Army’s valiant role in the Liberation War of 1971 stands as an indelible
chapter in the glorious history of Bangladesh. It was a time when the brave Bengali
officers and soldiers of the then Pakistan Army, alongside civilians from all walks of
life, courageously fought against the occupation forces of West Pakistan. The Bengali
members of the Pakistan Army, Navy and Air Force stood firmly against the
brutalities and severe oppression inflicted on innocent and unarmed Bengalis during
the *Operation Search Light’ on March 25, 1971. Colonel (later General) M. A. G.
Osmani (Retd) was appointed as the Commander-in-Chief by the Provisional
Government of Bangladesh in 1971. The country was divided into eleven sectors,
most of which were commanded by Army personnel. *S° Force, *Z" Force, and ‘K’
Force and three regular Brigades of the Army were formed to expedite victory
through integrated and coordinated attacks. The indomitable officers and soldiers of
Bangladesh Army, as well as civilians from all walks of life, achieved victory against
the Pakistan Army through determined operations in various regions of the country
during the nine month long conflict. A total of 1460 personnel including 55 officers
made supreme sacrifice in Liberation War. In recognition to the heroic role in
Liberation War, the Army’s 03 members were awarded with *Bir Sreshto’, 39 *Bir
Uttam’, 90 ‘Bir Bikrom’ and 167 *Bir Protik™ gallantry awards. Bangladesh Navy
played a significant and glorious role in the great Liberation War of 1971. She
officially began her operations in the Liberation War following the announcement of
historic Sector Commanders’ Conference. A notable number of Bengali officers and
sailors fled West Pakistan and bravely engaged in direct combat and guerrilla warfare
against the enemy at great personal risk. On August 15, a fearless diving team
conducted devastating attacks at sea and river ports under ‘Operation Jackpot’,
destroying 26 enemy ships and damaging many others, effectively crippling sea routes
and sea ports. On the other hand, two gunboats, PADMA and PALASH of Bangladesh
Navy, carried out ‘Operation Hotpants® in the Passur river and destroyed several
commercial vessels. The audacious operations of the Navy left the enemy disoriented
on the waterways, and until the liberartion of our motherland, these naval commando
operations continued across the country. Many naval heroes sacrificed their lives
during the Liberation War. In recognition to their bravery and self-sacrifice, Shaheed
Ruhul Amin ERA-1 was awarded with the title of Bir Sreshtho, 05 Bir Uttam, 08 Bir
Bikram, and 07 Bir Protik gallantry awards. During the Liberation War (LW) with an
aim to liberate the nation, the nascent Bangladesh Air Force (BAF) started its
indomitable journey in the name of *Kilo Flight” with one Otter aircraft, one Dakota
aircraft and one Alouette helicopter with a total of 537 members (10 officers and 47
airmen) at Dimapur in India on 28 September 1971, *Kilo Flight” began its maiden
operational flight at midnight of 03 December 1971 through successful air attacks on
the fuel depots of Chattogram and Narayangonj. In Liberation War, ‘Kilo Flight’
conducted fifty successful air attacks on the Pakistani targets that contributed a
significant role in expediting the vietory. As a recognition of their outstanding
contribution to our Liberation War, 01 member from Air Force was awarded with
“Bir Sreshto’, 06 ‘Bir Uttam’®, 01 *Bir Bikrom® and 15 were awarded with *Bir Protik’
gallantry awards. The nation remembers the contributions of Bangladesh Armed
Forces to the great Liberation War with the most profound respect.

MESSAGE

CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF
Bangladesh Navy

The 21st of November holds special significance in the glorious history of
Bangladesh. On this eventful day, the valiant members of the three services
launched a coordinated joint attack on the occupying forces, ultimately leading to
our long-awaited victory on December 16, 1971, This date added further
momentum to the emergence of Bangladesh as a proud and independent nation.
Armed Forces Day stands as a symbol of unique pride and enduring glory, not just
for us but for the entire nation. Every year on this momentous day, the members of
the Armed Forces renew their sense of patriotism, dignity and confidence.

As we honour the martyrs and heroes, like Bir Sreshtho Shaheed Ruhul Amin,
we express the nation's deep gratitude to those who sacrificed their lives for our
freedom. Their legacy continues to inspire both current and future generations of the
Armed Forces, fostering a strong sense of patriotism and duty.

The geography of Bangladesh demands a strong and credible Navy to
safeguard its sovereignty, protect national interests, and promote peace, The Navy's
modernisation efforts, such as the addition of Naval Aviation and submarines, have
significantly expanded our operational capabilities. The integration of advanced
technologies and arsenal has made our naval platforms more efficient. Furthermore,
the establishment of BNS SHER-E-BANGLA, the largest naval base in Bangladesh,
along with the Submarine Base at Pekua, marks a significant milestone in enhancing
the defence of our southern frontier.

The Bangladesh Navy plays a crucial role in supporting the nation’s economy
by safeguarding maritime trade routes and ensuring security for Blue Economy
initiatives, such as fisheries, tourism, and offshore energy. Committed to promoting
self-reliance, the Navy's transformation into a "Builders' Navy" has advanced
domestic shipbuilding capabilities, reducing dependence on foreign suppliers while
boosting local industry.

The Bangladesh Navy's involvement in national security, diplomacy and
peacekeeping operations demonstrates its steadfast dedication to both national and
global peace. BN takes pride in its privilege to serve the nation, with a pledge-bound
commitment to uphold national interests. Its efforts to combat illegal arms, drugs,
and terrorism, 'In Aid to Civil Power', reflect & strong commitment to protecting
national interests. The Navy's role in disaster relief and United Nations
peacckeeping missions underscores its commitment to international humanitarian
values.

Armed Forces Day reminds us of the sacrifices made by our military, driven by
a deep sense of patriotism, and serves as an enduring legacy for future generations.
It honours those who serve the nation, promotes unity, and strengthens our
commitment to national welfare, inspiring the Bangladesh Armed Forces to continue
their noble mission. May Allah (SWT) bestow His divine blessings upon all.

M Nazmul Hassan
Admiral
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MESSAGI

CHIEF OF AIR STAFF
Bangladesh Air Forece

Today is the 215t November, Armed Forces Day - a memorable and glorious
day in our national life. This day abides enormous connotations in the history of
Liberation War. On this day in 1971, the valiant soldiers of the Army, Navy and Air
Force engaged in the fierce fighting for freedom with the vast masses of the country
and launched a combined and concerted attack against the Pakistani occupation
forces. This well-coordinated and organised attack embedded with patriotism and
sacrifice accelerated our ultimate victory. Thus, 21st November has become a
remarkable day in our history - a symbol of unity of armed forces and a lighthouse of
united beacon to safeguard our independence and sovereignty of the eountry. On this
dignified day, | solemnly remember those - whose sacrifices have earned our great
victory. To uphold the dignity of our flag, the brave warriors of the armed forces have
composed heroic poems that will certainly inspire their successors to sacrifice
themselves for the sake of our beloved motherland.

Bangladesh Air Force expedited our desired victory by conducting numerous
successful air raids in the name of Kilo Flight after its establishment during the
Liberation War, It starts its journey as a modern and powerful Air Force after the
Liberation War by inducting the then supersonic fighter jets, transport aircrafi,
helicopters and air defense radars to its inventory. With the aim of defending our
motherland and making it suitable to face any challenges of the 21st century, the
fourth generation fighter jets, long-range transport aircraft, helicopters, various types
of radars, missiles, modern military equipment, several bases, units and interational
training institutes have already been added to the inventory of Bangladesh Air Force.
Besides, combat trainers, jet trainers, transport trainers, basic trainers, helicopter
trainers and various simulators have been added to enhance the training of the pilots.
As a result, the capabilities of the Air Force have increased manifold than ever before.

The role of Bangladesh Air Force is immense in protecting the independence
and sovereignty of the country, maintaining peace and order, disaster management,
socio-economic development and building a developed nation. Being united in the
spirit of the great Liberation War and the positive thoughts of the contemporary
anti-discrimination movement, Bangladesh Air Force is working tirelessly to deal
with any emergency situation in the country besides its noble task of air defense. Air
Force personnel are ready for 24 hours for medical evacuation, casualty evacuation,
and search & rescue operations anywhere in the country. [ am grateful to Almighty
Allah for continuing our effort to protect the people from severe damage and danger
through various services including rescue, transfer, treatment, emergency medicine
and relief distribution by BAF transport aircraft and helicopters in the recent terrible
flood. In the present situation of the country, the members of the Air Force have
improved the service state of every airport through relentless endeavors - which is
being especially appreciated by all. The humanitarian assistance to various friendly
countries including UN peacekeeping mission have brought the country's reputation
in the international arena. I hope, with the spirit of the Armed Forces Day,
Bangladesh Air Force will move forward by maintaining its unique contribution in
the national and international arena.

Armed Forces Day is a significant chapter in the aitainment of our great
independence. The accumulated inspiration of this day will inspire us throughout the
ages with a firm pledge to protect our independence and sovereignty of the
motherland. | am very delighted to know that the Armed Forees Division is going to
publish a special supplement in the national dailies highlighting the significance of
Armed Forces Day. On this glorious day, T express my deepest felicitations to all
members of Bangladesh Armed Forces and their family members. Finally, I wish
continued prosperity and success for Bangladesh Armed Forces. May Allah bless us

all. Allah Hafez.

HASAN MAHMOOD KHAN
Air Chief Marshal



