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Imran gets bail
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the Islamabad High Court is 
known as the Toshakhana, 
or state treasury case. 

It has multiple versions 
and charges that all revolve 
around allegations that 
Khan and his wife illegal 
procured and then sold 
gifts worth more than 140 
million rupees ($501,000) 
in state possession, which 
he received during his 
2018-2022 premiership.

Previously Khan and his 
wife, Bushra Bibi, were both 
handed a 14-year sentence 
on the same charges. 
That came after a three-
year sentence handed to 

him late 2023 in another 
version of the same case.

Their sentences have 
been suspended in appeals 
at the High Court. Both 
deny any wrongdoing, 
and allege the cases are 
politically motivated to 
keep Khan in jail. 

The gifts included 
diamond jewellery and 
seven watches, six of 
them Rolexes - the most 
expensive being valued 
at 85 million rupees 
($305,000).

Khan’s wife was released 
last month after being in 
the same prison as Khan 
for months. 

US ‘doing everything’
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Zelensky told Fox News late 
on Tuesday that Ukraine 
will lose if Washington pulls 
funding.

The Kremlin also 
rejected as “absurd” and 
“laughable” suggestions it 
was involved in the cutting 
of telecommunications 
cables running under the 
Baltic Sea.

Two telecommunications 
cables cut in the Baltic 
Sea in 48 hours prompted 
European officials to say 
Tuesday that they suspect 
“sabotage” and “hybrid 
warfare” linked to Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine.

“It’s quite absurd to 
keep blaming Russia for 
everything without any 
grounds. It is laughable in 

the context of the lack of 
any reaction to Ukraine’s 
sabotage activities in the 
Baltic Sea,” Peskov said.

Russia’s forces have also 
been advancing on the 
ground.

Yesterday, they claimed 
to have captured the 
Ukrainian town of Illinka, 
close to the strategic hub 
of Kurakhove in the eastern 
Donetsk region.

The US decision to give 
Ukraine more mines has 
drawn some criticism from 
campaign groups.

The International 
Campaign to Ban 
Landmines (ICBL) told AFP 
it “condemns this terrible 
decision by the US” and said 
it would be “working to get 
the US to reverse it.” 

No new unabated
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would also include 
contributions from 
multilateral development 
banks, Pacheco said.

Buried in debt, 
developing nations insist 

that any deal should not 
include more loans.

“Only 200 billion,” he 
told the conference. “This is 
unfathomable, we cannot 
accept this.”

Complete probe by December 19
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during the July uprising.
During the hearing, 

Ziaul Ahsan stood up 
and addressed the court, 
screaming that he had 
no links with the secret 
detention cell, commonly 
known as Aynaghar. 

“I was not related to 
Aynaghar,” he told the ICT. 

Although there were 
no provisions for the 
accused to address the 
court, the former army 
man was allowed to speak 
when he added that his 
appointment involved a 
technical job at the NTMC. 
“I had a technical job. 
The NTMC never followed 
anyone.” 

Throughout the hearing, 
he was fidgeting with his 
fingernails, sometimes 
sitting upright and at the 
edge of his seat, sometimes 
standing up and peering 
to listen better. He locked 
eyes with everyone looking 
at him. 

After the hearing, his 
sister Nazneen Nahar, who 
is representing him in the 
court, addressed reporters 
and reiterated that NTMC’s 
job is to compile “a library” 
that law enforcement 
agencies accessed to 
get data as needed. She 
added that they had no 

connection to the military, 
secret detention cells, or 
any form of torture.

When journalists asked 
her about allegations 
that Ziaul had purchased 
spy devices to monitor 
dissenting voices, Nahar 
responded, “Did he buy the 
surveillance tools with his 
personal money?

“He never worked at 
the Directorate General of 
Forces Intelligence [DGFI],” 
she asserted, implying that 
the “Aynaghar” is only 
operated by them. 

Ziaul had previously 
also served as an additional 
director general of the 
Rapid Action Battalion, 
and had spent seven years 
in the paramilitary force 
in various roles, including 
the head of its intelligence 
wing.  

The inquiry 
commission on enforced 
disappearances has looked 
into 172 allegations of 
enforced disappearances 
linked to Rab, and has also 
found a cell operated by the 
Rab measuring just 3.5 feet 
by 4 feet. 

There was no light 
source, except a small 
peephole, and no 
sanitation system except 
an open drain, forcing the 
detainees to perform all 

basic functions there and 
people had been confined 
to such cells for years, the 
commission found. 

At the hearing, Chief 
Prosecutor Tajul Islam 
made a comparison 
between Ziaul Ahsan 
and Radovan Radovan 
Karadžić, the notorious 
“butcher” of Bosnia who 
was convicted of genocide, 
crimes against humanity 
and war crimes by the 
International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former 
Yugoslavia. 

He called him “cruel and 
unfeeling”. 

Tajul said, “Ziaul 
Ahsan was the originator 
behind the brutal tactics 
in Bangladesh, including 
enforced disappearances, 
torture, murder, and 
the disposal of bodies. 
While the Awami League 
government was in power, 
he systematically abducted, 
tortured, and detained 
members of opposition 
political parties who dared 
to speak out -- many of 
whom have never been 
seen again.

“It has also come to light 
that BNP leader Ilias Ali was 
abducted and killed under 
Ziaul’s direction.”

The prosecution also 
accused Zia of causing 

an internet blackout to 
facilitate the mass murder 
of protesters and hide the 
massacre. 

While exiting the court 
premises and climbing 
back into the prison van, 
Zia waved at the cameras. 
The cop flanking him on 
the side, yanked down his 
arm and shoved him in the 
back. Zia snapped at him in 
response. 

During the proceedings, 
former Gulshan OC 
Mazharul broke down 
in tears and said he had 
not done anything to be 
brought to this court. “I 
was on the students’ side. 
Please save me.” 

In response, the 
prosecution said he was 
guilty of the slaughter 
of protesters around the 
capital’s Badda and Pragati 
Sarani. 

Tajul said the former 
IGP Abdullah Al Mamun 
was directly responsible for 
the massacre of over 1,500 
protesters. 

“Under his orders, 
the police, Rab, Armed 
Police Battalion, Detective 
Branch and Special 
Branch executed the mass 
slaughter. Under his orders, 
the whole of Bangladesh 
was under siege. He was 
the supreme commander, 

in charge of planning, 
abetment, execution and 
incitement.”

The Jatrabari OC Abul 
Hasan was accused of 
having caused the highest 
number of deaths by a 
single police precinct 
during the protests. 

“We compiled together 
800 videos to get a sense 
of the scale of the massacre 
that took place there. 
Bullets rained down on 
protesters. The police 
action there was extreme 
and disproportionate. 
They ensured the death of 
protesters by preventing 
them from reaching 
hospitals,” said Tajul. 

Abdullahel Kafi 
and Shahidur Islam 
were accused of killing 
protesters in Savar. 

The prosecution said, 
“We have gathered video 
evidence from Savar of 
dead bodies being piled 
onto a rickshaw van, and 
then a police van, and 
set on fire. They wanted 
to make it seem as if the 
victims were burnt in arson 
by the protesters.”

The ICT bench said, “For 
sake of proper progress 
[of the investigation], the 
accused need to remain 
detained in custody.”

Baharul Alam made IGP
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Sources in the home and 
public administration 
ministries said Mainul 
Islam will be made either a 
secretary or an ambassador 
to a country.

In the evening, Local 
Government Adviser Asif 
Mahmud Shojib Bhuyain 
told a press briefing at the 
Foreign Service Academy 
that they had brought 
changes to the posts to 
improve law and order.

The circulars say the 
appointments of new IGP 
and DMP commissioner 
are on condition that they 
sever ties with any other 
professions, businesses, or 
work engagements.

“This order has been 
issued in the public 
interest, and other terms 
of the appointments will 
be determined by the 
contract,” the circulars 
read.

Baharul of Kishoreganj 
joined the police service in 
1986. He served as the chief 
of the Special Branch (SB) 

and held various key roles 
at the Police Headquarters. 
From 2009 to 2013, he 
worked as a police liaison 
officer at the United Nations 
Headquarters’ Department 
of Peacekeeping Operations. 
In 2015, he worked as 
a senior police adviser 
to the United Nations 
Peacekeeping Mission in 
Afghanistan.

He also served in Croatia, 
Serbia, Kosovo, and Sierra 
Leone.

Baharul, who served 
as additional IGP (current 
charge) at the PHQ, was 
deprived of promotion 
twice and went into 
retirement in 2019.

On November 17, the 
home ministry issued 
a circular stating that 
Sazzat has been considered 
reinstated in the police 
service retrospectively 
from November 3, 2016, in 
accordance with a court 
order.

Sazzat is also a member 
of the Police Reform 
Commission.

‘Eternal’ Nadal exits stage
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people would remember 
him for more than just 
his record-breaking 
achievements on the court, 
including 14 French Open 
titles and a record 81-match 
unbeaten streak on the red 
dirt which made him the 
‘King of Clay’.

The Spaniard never 
smashed a racquet on 
court during his career and 
was adored for his positive 
attitude.

“The titles, the numbers 
are there, so people 
probably know that, but 
the way that I would like 
to be remembered more is 
like a good person, from a 
small village in Mallorca,” 
continued Nadal.

“I just want to be 
remembered as a good 
person, a kid that followed 
their dreams and achieved 
(even) more than what I had 
dreamed.”

Nadal was celebrated 
with a video montage on 
the many screens around 

the Martin Carpena arena 
in Malaga featuring many 
tennis greats.

Roger Federer, Novak 
Djokovic, Andy Murray and 
Serena Williams among 
others left messages in the 
video, alongside former 
football stars including 
David Beckham, Raul and 
Andres Iniesta, who retired 
from playing in October.

“Your tenacity, your 
fighting spirit, the energy 
that you brought, the 
power, is something 
that will be studied and 
transferred to many 
generations coming up,” 
said Djokovic, who has the 
record of 24 Grand Slam 
men’s singles titles and is 
the last of the ‘big three’ 
still playing.

“Congratulations on the 
most incredible career, it 
was such a privilege to play 
with you but also against 
you,” said Federer, Nadal’s 
greatest rival, who retired 
in 2022 with 20 Grand 
Slams.

Nadal’s last match was 
a 6-4, 6-4 defeat by Botic 
van de Zandschulp in 
the first singles rubber 
of Tuesday’s Davis Cup 
quarter-final, and although 
Carlos Alcaraz forced a 
doubles decider Spain 
were eventually defeated to 
bring the curtain down on 
his career.

“I’m not tired of playing 
tennis, it’s just that my body 
has reached a moment 
where it doesn’t want to 
play anymore, so I have to 
accept the situation,” said 
Nadal.

The Spaniard welled 
up during the Spanish 
national anthem at the 
start of the match and 
admitted it was “an 
emotional day”.

World number three 
Alcaraz, 21, is one of the 
game’s brightest talents 
and a player some hope can 
become Nadal’s heir.

“His legacy is going to 
be eternal,” Alcaraz told 
reporters.
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