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Energy

transition
key to dev

Says Rizwana Hasan
BSS, Dhaka

Energy transition and
climate financing are
critical for Bangladesh’s

sustainable development,
Environment Adviser
Syeda Rizwana Hasan said
yesterday.

Speaking at the
“Pathways to  Tripling
Renewables in South Asia”
session at COP29 in Baku,
Azerbaijan, Rizwana said
the government is revising
its energy policies (o
shift from fossil fuels to
renewables.

“High import tariffs
are being reconsidered,
and foreign investments
in solar energy are being

encouraged. With  air
pollution driven largely
by power plants, now is
the ideal time to invest in
renewables,” she said.

Rizwana highlighted
that rooftop solar
installations could meet
up to 40% of the country’s
renewable energy needs.
Underutilised lands,
including tea estates and
government-owned barren
lands, could also be used
for  renewable  energy
projects.

Bangladesh is exploring
regional hydropower
opportunities from Nepal
and Bhutan via India and

SEE PAGE 4 COL 8

Anuradha Pal, a potter from Kalskathi in Barishal, dries hand-made pitha moulds made out of clay. The photo was taken yesterday. PHoTO: TITU DAS

KALASKATHI VILLAGE IN BARISHAL

Clay artisans gear up ahead
of ‘pitha’ season

SUSHANTA GHOSH

With the arrival of winter, potters of Kalaskathi
village in Bakerganj Upazila of Barishal district
are now busy making pitha moulds.

There are at least 50 potters in the village
and they start off the winter season by selling
these traditional hand-made moulds made
out of clay.

Throughout the season, as the demand for
traditional winter pithas rises, the demand for
such pitha moulds rises with it. Some potters
informed this correspondent that they would
make around 50,000 such moulds to sell
across various districts including Dhaka.

They sell these moulds primarily for
“chitoi” and “bhapa” pithas at a wholesale rate
of Tk 800-1,000 for every hundred pieces.

This tradition is not just limited to the
Kalaskathi village, but it is quite popular for
the potters in Gaila village of Barishal district,
Jhalakathi Palpara of Jhalakathi district,
Baufal and Baga Palpara of Patuakhali district

and Kaukhali Palpara of Pirojpur district.

Over 500 families across the division are
heavily engaged in this village are now busy
making various types of pitha moulds.

In just this division alone, over 40 lakh
pitha moulds will be made during the winter
season, according to potters in this area.

AnuradhaPal,a potter from Kalskathi village,
said at the beginning of winter every eyar, they
make at least 3,000-4,000 “chitoi” and “bhapa”
pitha moulds. This year is no exception.

However, as the price of clay has doubled
this year, they will have to sell each item at
least Tk 8-10 higher than last year’s price, she
said, adding that they are worried that it will
be harder for them to sustain their profession
if prices continue to rise.

Shankar Pal, Anuradha’s husband, said
they have no other education and training.
They only know how to make pottery out of
clay. Now, iron moulds for pithas are available
in the market. So, the demand for clay moulds
is beginning to shrink.

Garbage piles
up in front of
health centre

MIRZA SHAKIL, Tangail

A large pile of garbage has accumulated in front
of the Kalia Union Family and Planning Health
Centre in Tangail’'s Sakhipur upazila, creating
an unsanitary and unpleasant environment for
patients, staff, and locals.

Nearby traders from Barachaona market
allegedly discard their waste in front of the health
centre, leading to a persistent, foul odour and an
unhealthy atmosphere around the area.

The situation has become increasingly
intolerable, with patients and healthcare providers
affected as they navigate through the stench to
access the centre, while residents find the side
road unusable due to scattered waste.

Upon visiting the site, this correspondent
observed heaps of garbage emitting a strong
odour, with stagnant water pooling in discarded
plastic and coconut shells, providing an ideal
breeding ground for mosquitoes.

Sabitri Pal, another potter in the village,
said once upon a time, over 300 families were
involved in this line of work. Now, only 70-80
families remain in this profession.

“We can’t leave our grandfather’s
profession - that's why we have to do this
work even when we don’t make much money,”
said Gautam Pal, another potter.

Biseshwar Paul, adviser of a welfare

Ramesha Begum, a patient, said, “Even a
healthy person would fall sick passing by this
malodorous pile.”

Local shopkeepers said the unsanitary
conditions are impacting their businesses.

Assistant Community Medical Officer Ashiqur
Rahman, in charge of the health centre, said, “This

organisation for potters, said, “If pottery can
be made in accordance with market demand,
it can be sustained. For example, Baufal
Pottery has earned a reputation by catering
to the market. We requested the government
to provide potters with various mechanical
tools, loans and training on the modern
market system. All of this will help sustain
this line of work.”

Barisal Chamber of Commerce and
Industries Director Ebaidul Haque Chan said
for such traditional items, it is absolutely
necessary to take up projects at the
government level.

sight is unthinkable for a health centre. The stench
is unbearable, and mosquitoes are breeding. I'm
being held accountable, but without a boundary
wall, people continue to dump waste outside.”

Local market leaders acknowledge the issue, with
Barachaona Bazar Merchants’ Association president,
Nurul Islam Talukder, stating that waste is discarded
there due to a lack of alternative disposal options.

Abu Saeed Miah, the market lessee, said a suitable
site for waste disposal is being identified and that the
current garbage will soon be removed and incinerated.

Mashahed Hasan, upazila family planning
officer of Sakhipur, said the matter has been
informed to the district and upazila authorities
and steps will be taken to this end.

Ensure freedom of thought

Speakers tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Speakers at an event yesterday aspired for a
“New Bangladesh,” characterised by freedom
of thought, freedom of religion, respect for
human rights, rule of law, and accountability.

They expressed their hope for a country
free from enforced disappearances,
extrajudicial killings, and murders.

The remarks were made during a
discussion titled “What do we want in a
new Bangladesh,” organised by Benarnews,
a US-funded news outlet, at the National
Museum auditorium in the capital.

At the event, Prof Salimullah Khan of the
University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB)
emphasised the need to eliminate all forms
of discrimination and blind imitation.

“We wish for such a Bangladesh
where there will be freedom of thought
and freedom of religious practices.
The state must have a rule of law and
democracy. A country where no one will
be dehumanised,” he said.

Highlighting frustrations with the
media, Hasnat Abdullah, convener of the
Anti-Discrimination Student Movement,
urged the press to adopt a more people-
oriented approach.

“What the government wants to hear
are [its] press releases, while what it doesn’t
want to hear are actual news reports. Say
more of what the government doesn’t
want to hear,” he said.

Mahdi Amin, adviser to BNP acting
chairman Tarique Rahman, expressed
his hope for a country where human
rights are guaranteed and the rule of law
and accountability are upheld. “We want
a democratic nation where people can
exercise their franchise through elections.”

Shafiqul Alam, press secretary (o
the chief adviser, shared his desire for a
Bangladesh free from fear. Meanwhile,
Sanjida Islam Tulee, a coordinator of
Mayer Dak, called for justice for those
subjected to oppression, violence, and
enforced disappearances.

No. 20.08.0000.200.11.006.24.-281

(five) vacant posts of Research Associ
53060/- with admissible allowances.

year Honours and Master degree le

Vacancy for Research Associate at BIDS

Applications are invited from bonafide Bangladeshi nationals for filling 05

Master's degree in Economics with first class/equivalent grade both at four

qualifications in the above-mentioned discipline, broadly defined, from a
foreign University may also apply. However, candidates with one first
class/equivalent grade either at Honours level or Master degree level can
also apply but must obtain at least 55% marks (or equivalent) in the other

Date: November 18, 2024

ate at NPS 2015 Grade-9; Tk. 22000-
The ideal candidate should have

vels. Candidates having equivalent

ABU SAYED MURDER
Ex-BRU proctor
held in Rangpur

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Rangpur

Police Bureau of Investigation yesterday arrested
Shariful Islam, the former proctor of Begum Rokeya
University over the murder of Abu Sayed in Rangpur
on July 16.

Shariful was detained for questioning last night
and later shown arrested in the case, said ABM Zakir
Hossain, superintendent of Rangpur PBL

Shariful is accused of instructing law enforcers to
open fire during the incident at the university gate.

Earlier, Metropolitan Police ASI Amir Ali and
Constable Sujan Chandra Roy were also arrested.

On August 18, Sayed’s elder brother, Ramzan Alj,
filed the case naming 17 individuals, including the
former IGP, along with 30 to 35 unidentified others.
Subsequently, a supplementary statement was filed,
adding seven names, including Sheikh Hasina, Obaidul
Quader, Asaduzzaman Khan Kamal, and Shariful Islam.
The court later directed their inclusion as accused in
the case.

Graduation ceremony

of trainee ASPs, SIs
postponed again

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi

The graduation ceremonies for apprentice assistant
superintendents of police (ASPs) and trainee sub-
inspectors (SIs) at the Bangladesh Police Academy in
Sardah, Rajshahi, have been postponed again.

The apprentice ASPs from the 40th Bangladesh
Civil Service (BCS) batch and the trainee SIs from
the 40th outside cadet batch were scheduled to
graduate on November 24 and 26, respectively.

In a press release, Additional Deputy Inspector
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examination. And, publication record (one research publication of at least
Bangladesh Development Studies journal standard) to her/his credit along
with 2 years research experience will be considered as additional
qualification. Candidates with a third class/equivalent grade at any level

Application form can be downloaded from the website of the Institute
(www.bids.org.bd). Please submit your completed application form as
attachment by email to bidsra@gmail.com by December 26, 2024 but do

not send any certificate/mark sheet electronically or by post. An
electronically generated acknowledgement of receipt of the application will
be sent by email to the applicant.

The authority reserves the right to reject any or all applications without

Dr. Binayak Sen
Director General
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