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Support
UKraine
‘sovereignty’

Biden urges G20
leaders; UK’s
Starmer calls for
‘consistent’ ties with
China in Xi meeting

AFP, Rio de Janeiro

US President Joe Biden
yesterday called on G20
leaders at a summit in
Rio de Janeiro to support
Ukraine’s sovereignty, a
day after US officials said
he had allowed Kyiv to use
long-range missiles against
Russia.

“The  United  States
strongly supports Ukraine’s
sovereignty and territorial
integrity. Everyone around
this table in my view
should as well,” Biden said
in his opening remarks
to the meeting, which
Russia’s foreign minister is
attending.

“I ask everyone here to
increase their pressure on
Hamas, which is currently
refusing this deal,” he said.

W

Cut the theatrics

UN climate chief tells

nations at deadlocked
COP29 summit

AFP, Baku

The UN’s climate chiel yesterday told countries
at the deadlocked COP29 summit to “cut the
theatrics”, as pressure mounts on G20 leaders to
deliver a breakthrough.

Asthe UN climate talks limp into a second week
in Azerbaijan, the world is no closer to a finance
deal for poorer countries that will determine the
success or failure of COP29.

UN climate boss Simon Stiell said that “bluffing,
brinkmanship and premeditated playbooks burn
up precious time and run down the goodwill
needed”.

“Let’s cut the theatrics and get down to
business,” he told delegates assembled in a
cavernous football stadium in Azerbaijan’s capital
Baku.

COP29 President Mukhtar Babayev, a former
oil executive turned ecology minister, urged
countries to “refocus and pick up the pace”.

Government ministers at the negotiating table
have until Friday to break the impasse over how
to raise $1 trillion a year for developing

—— countries to cope with
global warming.
With  the clock
ticking, pressure is
mounting on G20

leaders to throw
their weight
behind the stalled
process in Baku
when they meet
in Brazil for their
annual summit that
began yesterday.
“A successful
outcome at COP29 is still
within reach, but it will require
leadership and compromise, namely from the
G20 countries,” UN Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said Sunday in Rio de Janeiro, where he
isattending the G20 summit of the world’s biggest
economies.

“The spotlight is naturally on the G20. They
account for 80 percent of global emissions,”
Guterres said, calling on the group to “lead by
example.”

In a sign that a solution could emerge from Rio,
the head of the Brazilian delegation to COP29,
Andre Aranha Correa do Lago, left Baku to
prepare for the G20.

Besides the finance impasse, a fight is also
brewing at COP29 over whether countries should

At the summit,
British Prime  Minister

Women holding placards and candles take part in a demonstration in Guwahati, India yesterday, to condemn the alleged killing of women
and children by militants in the Jiribam district of India’s violence-hit northeastern state of Manipur. PHOTO: AFP

Israeli strikes kill 20
Palestinians in Gaza

Say medics; Lebanon ceasefire hopes rise

Keir Starmer hailed the
importance of a “strong

UKE
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Sri Lanka leader keeps
defence, finance in
new cabinet

AFP, Colombo

Sri Lanka President Anura Kumara Dissanayak
retained the key defence and finance portfolios in a
new cabinet he announced yesterday after sweeping
snap parliamentary elections last week.

The leftist leader, who won the September
presidential election, confirmed his interim cabinet
colleagues -- Prime Minister Harini Amarasuriya and
Foreign Minister Vijitha Herath -- would keep their
portfolios.

Dissanayake’s decision to call polls nearly 10
months ahead of schedule and secure legislative
backing for his agenda was vindicated when his

UI(—China Felatlonship" REUTERS, Cairo

while confronting Chinese
President Xi Jinping over
several contentious issues
as the pair met yesterday.

In the first bilateral
meeting between a British
prime minister and the
Chinese  leader  since
February 2018, Starmer
told Xi the UK wanted

Israeli military strikes across the Gaza
Strip killed 20 Palestinians yesterday,
including six people who were killed
in attacks on tents housing displaced
families, medics said.

Four people, two of them children, were
killed in an Israeli airstrike on a tent
encampment in the coastal area of Al-
Mawasi, designated as a humanitarian

“consistent, durable, zone, while two others were killed in National People’s Power (NPP) won 159 seats in the recommit to last year’s landmark pledge to move
respectful” bilateral temporary shelters in the southern 225-member assembly. the world away from fossil fuels.
relations. city of Rafah and another in drone fire,

health officials said.

In Beit Lahiya town in northern Gaza,
medics said an Israeli missile struck a
house, killing at least two people and
wounding several others. On Sunday,
medics and residents said dozens of
people were Kkilled or wounded in
an Israeli airstrike on a multi-floor
residential building in the town.

The Hamas-run Gaza health ministry
said at least 43,922 people have been
confirmed Kkilled since the offensive
erupted on October 7, 2023.

But he also warned that
London was “committed to
the rule of law”, in a nod to
various disputes which have
soured ties between London
and Beijing in recent years.

They include the case
of British national Jimmy
Lai, a media tycoon and
pro-democracy activist
imprisoned in Hong Kong,
whose case Starmer raised
directly with Xi.

Meanwhile, the US official overseeing
contacts to secure a ceasefire between
Israel and the Iran-backed Hezbollah
in Lebanon is due to visit Beirut today,
sources in Lebanon said yesterday, with
Beirut expected give its response to a US
truce proposal.

Israel continued to pound Lebanon,
killing eight more paramedics in an air
raid on central Beirut yesterday. The
Israeli campaign has uprooted more
than 1 million people in Lebanon.
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